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kept in a warm place, may be oc-
casionally fed with those of lettu-
ces. The young, (neither moist
nor withered), leaves of blackber-
ries, vines, cowslips, ash, and
Pprimroses, have also been advan-
tageously employed for this pur-
pose; and it is asserted that elm-
leaves may be safely given tothem;
though some breeders observe,that
such food inevitably causes their
destruetion.

In the manasgement of silk-
warms, cleanliness is an object of
the first importance : hence, to fa-
cilitate the rearing of these profit-
able creatures, in this climate, the
Rev. Mr, Swayne has contrived
an ingenious appuaratus, by means
of which, large numbers may be
bred in a small compass. Tt con-
sists ol a wooden frame, 4 fect 2
ipches in height ; each side being
161 inches wide; and divided into
eight partitions, by means of small
wooden grooves, into which are in-
troduced sliders, that may thus be
drawn in, or out, at pleasure. The
upper slider is of paper, and is des-
tined for the reception of the
worms, as soon as the epggs are
hatched. The two next are formed
of cat-gut, the threads of which
are about one-tenth of an inch
asunder; and are designed for
them, when somewhat increased
insize. Fhe five lower sliders are
constructed of wicker-work, with
apenings about a quarter of an inch
square, through which the dung
descends.  Beneath all these are
placed paper-sliders, to prevent the
excrements from falling on those
which are beneath themi.....Fora
more detailed account of this con-
trivance, the reader is referred to
the 7th velume of the # Transac-
tione of the Socicty for the Iesu-

vagemeni of Arts," &e. wheve itis
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fully described, andillustrated with
an engraving.

For the successful rearing of
silk-worms, two essential olijects
ought to be attended to: 1. A sul-
ficient plantation of mulberry-trees;
and 2. A proper stock of egxgs for
hatching, obtained from aclimate
similar to that in which they are
to be bred. Besides, it will be ad-
visable to keep the latter in a coul,
but not in a cold place, till the
tender mulberry-leaves are secured
from the effect of night-frosts....
The room in which the insects are
managed, should be lofty, dry, and
rather dark than too light. Inshort,
they ought to pass through their
different stages of life, in an uni-
formly warm temperature, not ex-
ceeding that of summer heat.

The quality of silkk greatly de-
pends on the manner, in which the
raw threads are manufactured. In
order to wind them off the cacoons,
they are immersed into hot-water
for a minute or longer, when they
are taken out and reeled by means
of a machine; the threads are next
twisted, and at length woven into
ribbons, satins, fc.

The inquisitive reader may con-
sult the 2d, 4th, 5thy and Tth vols.
of the ¢ Transactiona of the Sacicty
of Arts,” &c. in which the various
expedients practised by sik-culei-
wators in England, ave fully relat-
ed. Some practical remarks like-
wise occur in M. BErtezen's
“ Thoughts on the different kindy of
Food given to Silk-worma,” &c.
(8vo. p. 47, le. Bew, 1789); a
treatise worthy of perusal

[The breeding of silk-worms
was much attended to, before the
American revolution, in the Uni-
ted States, and from the success
which attended the clorts of many
individuals in various parts of the
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continent from Georgia to Con-
necticut, it was at first thought that
silk would be a profitable article
to attend to, but mature reflection
has convinced us, that our industry
can be more prolitably directed to
other objects. ‘Those however,
who may wish to see the mode of
breeding silk-worms may consult
the 1st vol. of the Zrans. Amer.
Philo. Society ; and for observa-
tions on the advantages of the cul-
ture of silk, Carey's American Mu-
seum, and a pamphlet published
about 1790 by Mr, AspINwALL, in
Philadelphia,]

SILVER, ene of the whitest of
the perfect metals, is found in va-
rious purts of the globe, both in a
native state, and alloyed with other
ores.

Silver acquires hardness by ham-
mering, and is therefore (when
alloyed with a certain proportion of
copper), not only used for coining
money, but likewise in the ma-
nufacture of spoons, gablets, and
ather articles of plate. Being,
however, acted upon, in a peculiar
manner, by sulphureous vapours,
the surface of silver, if exposed to
the air, easily becomes tarnished,
and assumes a dark-brown colour.
Various powders have, thercfore,
been contrived, with a view to re-
store plate to its original lusture ;
but as most of these compounds
are apt to serach, and injure the
substanece of such expensive uten-
sils, we recommend the following
preparation : Take one ounce of
red calx of vitriol (‘crocus martis)
and two ounces of calcined chalk ;
let both ingredients be pulverized,
and passed through the finest sieve.
this composition may be applied,
either in adry state, or, if the silver
be unusually tarnished, the powder
raay previously be moistened with
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spirit of wine, in order to produce
the desired effect with greater ex-
pedition. v
SILVER-WEED, Wirp-T ax-
skx, or Goosr-crass, Potentilia,
Anserina, L. a British perennial
plant growing on the sides of paths
and roads, and in low pastures ;
flowering in June and July....
GunNER, observes, that the Scotch
and Irish, in times of scarcity,
convert the roots of this vegetable
into flour and bread. GreprTsca
recommends the whole herb in the
process of tanning calf-leather.....
According to Dr. WiTHERING,the
leaves are mildly astringent : hence
when dried and reduced to powder,
they have been used with success,
in agues.. The usual dose is «a
meat-spoonful ‘every three hours,
tobegiven between the paroxysms.
In the winter season, the roots of
the Wild Tansey possess the fla-
vour of parsnep....The plant is
eaten by cows, horses, goats and
hogs, but refused by sheep.
SIMAROUBA, or Quassia Si.
marouba, L. an exotic tree growing
in Guiana, and also in Jamaica,
where it .attains a considerable
height and thickness. Its bark is
used in medicine, and is imported
in long picces of a yellowish co-
lour, and a strong bitter taste. Be-
ing mildly astringent, it has been
advantageously prescribed in doses
of half a dram, in the form of a
decoction, to be repeated every
third or fourth hour, in bleody and
other alvine fluxes,and towards the
termination of putrid fevers ; when
it restores the tone of the intes-
tines ; allays their spasmodic irri-
tation; promotes the secretions by
perspiration and urine ; while it
disposes the patient 1o refreshing
sleep. It should, however, be re-
marked, that such medicine would
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be highly improper, where an in-
flammatory disposition prevails, or
a suppuration in the bowels is ap-
prehended : nor can it be taken
with safety, when the alimentary
canal is obstructed. In a state of
powder, the Simarouba may be
taken in doses [rom 10 to 20 grains,
every three or four hours.

SispLER’s Jov : See VERvaIN,
the Common.

Simsox : See GROUNDSEL, the
Common.

SINAPISM, signifies un exter-
nal application, in the form of a
soft plaster, or poultice, for the
same purposes as a BLISTER, to
which we refer,

The most usual sinapismis com-
posed of egual parts of mustard-
flower and crumbs of bread, mixed
with such a propottion of vinegar
as will render it of a proper con-
sistence to be spread on linen, or
cotton. In this state, the prepara-
tion is to be applied to the skin,
till the latter become red and pain-
ful. The time required for pro-
ducing such effect, is very unequal.
In irritable persons, it will some-
times operate within 15 minutes ;
while, in others, it may continue on
the part to be stimulated for 6 or
8 hours, without occasioning con-
siderable uneasiness. Ify however,
the cataplasm be suffered to ve-
iain in its place, for some time
after the commencement of the
pain, it will draw a Llister, which
must be treated ina manner simi-
lar Lo that occasioned by the Spa-
pish-I'ty.  But, if it be intended
to operate by a gradual discharge
of matter, or Sgrvn, (sec BLoop)
the red or sore part may be kL‘pt
in a moist state, by the repeated
application of cabbage-leaves ; und,
according to circumstance, sinap-
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ism may be renewed on the same

spot.

The size of such blistering plas-
ters depends on that of the indivi-
dual, and the nature of the affee-
tion: thus, in children, they need
not be larger than one, or at the
farthest, two inches in diameter ;
but, in adults, they may occasion-
ally be spread to the estent of from
three to six inches und upwards,
though of less breadih in propor-
ticn to their length. The most
usual parts of the body, on which
these external remedies are culcu-
lated to produce speedy relief, are
the calves of the legs, and the soles
of the feet ; especially with a view
to abate pain acising from internal
inflammations ; to draw catarrhal
and rheumatic humours from paits
essential to life, towards the lower
extremities ; andto determine the
morbid matter i the small-pox,
so as to affect the lece with less
severity, In rhewmatie tooth and
head-uchs, the sinapism ought to
be applied either to the nape of
the neck, or to one of the upper
arms; in inflammations of the
chesty between the shoulder-blades;
in apoplectic cases, to the neck,
culves of the legs, and soles of tlie
feet; in malignant  putrid or ner-
vous fevers, to the arms, thighs,
legs, &e. These domestic remedies
ave, in the iustances bhefore enu-
merated, of greaterservice than is
generally supposad 5 and we are
convinced [rom experience, that in
the plurality ol cases, they aré in-
finitely more proper, sufe and of;-
cacious, than the common blisirrs
of the shops.

Si¥uw: See Texpox.

SIZE, a viscid preparation; con-
sisting of the shreds and parings of
parchment, leather, or wellum,
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water ; after which they
ined. It is employed by
ous attizans, but principally by
painters and plasterers, who dilute
it with a certain portion of water,
and lay it on walls, and ceilings,
belore they are painted, or white-
washed.  Such liquor, however,
emits a very disagreeable smell,
which continues for several days,
tiil it be perfectly dry : hence, dif-
ferent substitutes have been con-
trived, the best of which is obtain-
ed from fintatees...'There are other
preparvations, known under the
names of gold and sitver size, used
by carvers and gilders, for apply-
ing gold or silver leaf to frame-
work, as well as to various toys;
and for burnishing glass. The
former may be obtained, by first
grinding fine bole on a marble
stone, adding a little beef-suet, and
triturating the whole together....
Next, some common size is to be
dissolved in a double quantity of
water, and mized with the ingre-
dients before mentioned.

Silver-size oay be prepared, by
grinding small portions of black-
Jead, and tobacce-pipe-clay (both
being previously pulverized), with
a little Genoa soap ; dfter which it
is duly incorporated with comman
SiZe.

SKIN, signifies the general co-
vering of animal bodies.

Of all the different integuments,
bestowed by nature on organized
creaturessthat of mankind is doubt-
less the most admirable: it con-
sists of three strata, each of which
has its distinct purpose. The ffirst,
namely, the efiidermis or scarf~slin,
s thin and transparent, being des-
titute of nerves, as well as blood-
vesscls 3 and covering the whole
body. This part of the skin is void
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of sensation; and consists of a se-
rics of lamine or seales, which are
Increased by pressure and friction,
becoming much thickerin one part
of the body than in another; for in-
stance, in the hands and feet, which
are perfectly callous in persons ac-
customed to hard labour. It pre-
serves the interior parts from exter-
nal injury; and, if accidentally
peeled offy or destroyed, it is spon-
tancously renewed.

Between the scarf and the trus
skins, there is a eecond coat, termed
rete mucosum, 8 mucous membrane,
disposed in a netlike form; and
which may be dissolved by mace-
ration in water ; while the texture
ofthetwo formerremainsunaltered,
T'his membrane substance contains
the colour of the different nations
of the globe,

The third integument is called
the cufis vera, or true skin, and
consists of numerous fibres, which
are closely interwoven, so as to
form a thick membrane which ad-
mits the filaments of the nerves.
The surface of this skin abounds
with numerous papille, or small
glands, possessing a most exqui-
site sensation, and thus forming
the sense of Toven, or feeling.

The skin is one of the most im-
portant parts of the human frame.
On account of its being the seat of
exhalation and ubsorption, it great-
ly contributes to the healthy state
of the system; as it is the general
outlet of insensible perspiration.
Hence the indispensable necessity
of paying strict altention to cleanli-
ness; for the contrary conduct will
prevent the absorption of the yital
particles from the atmosphere, and
consequently lay the foundation of
various maladies. Thus arise the
numetous erufitiona, which are ut

'TE AND STATE UNIVERSITY
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present exceedingly prevalent ; but
which might easily be avoided, by
a due regard to temperance, as well
as by frequent bathing, orregularly
washing the surface of the body.
The human skin, especially that
of females, in the temperate cli-
mates, is naturally white and deli-
cate; buty, as age approaches, its
elasticity and activity ave, in a
great measure, impaired : hence
the desive of beautifying and im-
proving “that index of health and
years" hos become universal. So
long, indeed, as this desire does
not exceed the limits of modera-
tion, it is highly laudable; but,
when the affectation of branty ina
manner absorbs the mental facul-
ties, it becomes a pursuit unworthy
of rational agents: nay, the most
improper mcasures are eagerly
adopted, with a view to repel or to
conceal the approaching symptoms
of decrepitude.....Designing per-

fumers, and empirics, have availed

themselves of this “universal pas-

‘sion ;" so that they impose their
y 1mj

pernicious compounds on the giddy
and undiscerning, who seldom see
the folly of such practices, till their
complexion, constitution, and for-
tune, are equally exhausted....Bee
also CosmETICS.

SKIN, in commerce, denotes the

hide, or pelt, which is stripped off

the bodics of animals, in ovder to
be prepared by the tanner, skinner,
parchment-muker, orother artisan,
and converted into leather, &c....
See Hine.

In February, 1799, a patent was
granted to M Josers WaTT, for
kis improvements in the art of taw-
ing.drer.sing, and converting, both
foreign and English lamb, goat,
and other skins, into leather, &c.
without using either bran, salt, or
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lime...It deserves to be vemarked
that, according to the patentee’s
statementy skins are dressed, by
this new method, in one-fifth part
of the time required by the former
processes.  Farthery a considera-
ble saving is made, not only in
workmen's wages, but also in the
articles of bran, lime, salt, and coal;
consequently aless capital is neces-
sary. Lastly, the quality of the
skins is thus improved ; their co-
lours become brighter; and the
zloves manufactured of them, are
more durable than such uas have
been made of skins dressed in the
COMIMON Way.

Another patent we shall notice,
is that granted in April, 1799, to
Mr. Janes KxowLes ; for his in-
vention of a method of dressing or
preparing skins, &c..... The princi-
ple of this contrivance consists in
omitting the old processes of liming
and drenching, by which the qua
lity of the lcather is not only is-
jured, but the various operations
are retarded... The patentee, there-
fore, directs the skins to be simply
immersed in water, after the hair
is removed; when they are to une
dergo the cperation of fieshing. ...
Next, the pelt is again plunged
into the water; and, after the ne-
cessary studding, or strikiyg, it is
ready to be tanned, tawed, or
dressed....See also Tannineg,

SKIRREYT; the Conon, or
Sium < sizarum, L. an exotic plant,
which is [requently cultivated in
British gardens, on account of irs
atility for culinary purposes. Itis
propagated from theseeds obtuined
in the second year; but more ads
vantageously by means of smull
roots or fibres.  ‘The skirret bears
great resemblance to parsnep; the!
the former is so tender that it will
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it of being boiled ; for
fason itis frequently eaten
1L, in @& raw state: when
wed, however, it forms an ex-
cellent ingredient in soups.

The common skirret has an
apreeable, aromatic flavour, and
abounds with saccharine particles:
hence it has been conjectured, that
sugar might be advantageously ex-
tracted  from the root; and M.
MAnrGrAAFF stales, that he ob-
tained one ounce and a hall of pure
sugar [rom half a pound of this ve-
getablgs..Bonzier observes, that
it may more profitubly be distilled,
and converted into brandy.....In a
medicinal view, it possesses diure-
tic properties, and is in a slight de-
gree stimulant.

SkipnreT, the Broad and Nar-
row-leaved. See. Parsnep; the
Water.

SLATE, a fossil, consisting of a
compact stone, that may be split
into thin plates.

There areseveral varietiesof this
mineral, chicfly distinguished by
their colour, which is in general
greys intermixed with blue, greem,
or bluck streaks; tlio#gzh some-
times purplish, vellowish, brown,
blucish-black ; and occasionally,
streaked with a darker hue than
the ground itselfs

Slate constitutes a part of many
mountains : it is found in some
connties of Britain, and Irveland,
near the surfice of the soil : the
largest masses of it, however, are
dug out in the Island of Eusdale,
one of the Hebrides, whence slate
is ahnnally exported to England,
the West-Indies, &c. 190 a consi-
derable amount.

Fhechief purpose towhich slates
are applied, is that of covering
houses ; for which it [urmishes a

SLA

strong and elegant roof. As the
usual method of slating has, from
experience, not proved sufficiently
durable, Mr. Ricearp ErviorT
obtained a patent in March, 1781,
for a mode of covering houses, &c.
on a more safeand eligible planthan
that gencrally followed. His prac-
tice consists in cutting the slatgs,in
a rhomboidal form, so as to fold
over each other. These are next
laid in lime or putty, and fastened
to the rafters, on boards, by means
of nails or screws, either of wood
or iron, This patent is now ex-
pired; and, as Mr. ELLioTe's me-
thod promises to secure houses co-
vered with this fossil more effectu-
ally from the effects of rain and
moisture, than the common plan,
we recommend the former to the
attention of our readers ; referring
such'as may wish for a more dis-
tinct idea of his practice, to the
12th vol. of the Refiertory of Arts;
where it is fully described, and it-
lustrated with an engraving.

SLAUGHTERING cF Car-
TLE, a term used to denote the
kiliing of calves, oxeny or other
hormed eatile.

The instrument at present gene-
rally emploved for this purpose, is
u common axe ; by which the ani-
mal is at Jeast stumned, in case it
does not fall after one or two
Llows ; yet, as the knocking dowm
of cattle carvies with it an idea of
ferocity, 2 milder and more hu-
mane method of terminating their
existence, ought to be substituted
for that practice. Such desirable
ohjectmiay be attained, by adopting
the mode of slaughtering which
prevails in Portugzal ; namely, the
“ laying down cattle,” by Separat-
ing the spinal marrow with a pe-
culisr kuife ; in consequence of

S
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which, the animal is wunerved, and
falls instantancously : we therefore
subjoin the following Cut, repre-
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senting the instrument employed
in that kingdom :

The whole knife here represent-
ed, is 11 inches in length ; the
handle being 41, and the blade 6%

inches. In order to use it, the
person who is about to * Jay down”
an animal, must place himself in
front of the latter, holding it by
the horn in the left hand; and
passinz the knife over its brow,
through the vertebre of the neck,
into the spinal marrow....or the
knowledge of this practice, we are
indebted to the humane Lord So-
MERVILLE ; who, during his late
residence in Portugal, caused a
person to be instructed in the use
of the koife above delineated. His
Lordship has liberally offercd to
comply with the request of those
whose business is to slaughter cat-
tle, and who may be desirous of
additional information. He far-
ther observes (in The System ful-
lowed during the two last years by
the Board of Agricullure, &e.)
that the man alluded to, has flaid
fifteen oxen in a row “ with more
regularity and expedition than
would at first pechaps, be cre-
dited." ...l ord S. likewise, is of
apinion, that if the practice of
carters head-lining, or walking at
the heads of oxen, were adopted
in Dritain, the animals would pro-
VOL. IV.

bably be induced to stand more
quietly ; in censequence of which
the operation will become ¢ as
safe s it is easy.”

[It is sincerely to be wished,
that the humane methed of slangh-
tering cattle, described by Lord
SoMERVILLE, as practised in Por-
tugal, could be rendered general
in the United States.

Independently of the superior
humanity, evident in the modey
over the ordinary practice; the
greater ease with which a Lul-
lock would be made to drop, by
the new mode, would soon recom-
mend it to butchers, were a few
public experiments made.]

SLEEP or PLANTS, is a cer-
tainfaculty,peculiar tomany herbs,
flowers, &c. of assuming, during
the night, a position essentially dif-
ferent from that which they bear
throughout the day...This chanire
takes place principally towards the
approach of night, in leaves and
flowers ; the appearance of which
often varies so conziderably, that
the same plants can scarcely be re-
cognized.  During the nigkt, theip
leaves are observed to risc or curl
up, and sometimes to be pgadent,
accorning (o the nature and genus
of the plant, in order to protect the

o
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uds, or young stems...
period of rest is absolutety
cessaly to vegetables; their ir-
ritubility being exbautsed by the
light and warmth of the day. The
cireulation of the sap, also, is less
vipid in their dormant state ; {from
which circumstance Dr. DArwin
cobjectures that, as there is less
wasted during their inactivity, it
is probable that young plants may

thrive more rapidly, in the same:

manner as animals are believed,
during their youth, to grow faster
when in a state of rest, than in
that of exercise.

SLEEPING, isthat state of the
body, in which the animal func-
tions are suspended.

The proper duration of sLEre
must be regulated, according to
the different constitutions and ages
of individuals. - Thus, in the hrst
six mionths of its existence; an in-
fant may be allowed to sleep the
the greater part of the day; but,
after that peried, it will be neces-
sary to abridge this indulgence,
gradually, with the advance of
years. For children, from the age
of seven yeats to thut of adole-
scencey and also for aged persons,
eight ov nine hours of nightly rest
will be required; but for adults,
and those who are not obliged to
fatigue themselves with mental or
bodily exertions, six or seven hours
will be sufficients

“The proper hour for retiving to
sleepy having already been stated
under the article Bep-T1ME, We
shall conclude the subject with a
{few remarks, on the practice oc-
easionally obscived in the nurs-
€ry.

Children, and even infants, arve
sometimes prevented flom going
1o sleep, by a variety of circum-
staneces, which maternal sclicitude
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only can discover : we conceive it,
therefore our duty, to caution pa-
rents and conscientious nurses,
against employing artificial means,
and particularly opiates or narco-
tic substances, whether externally
or internally, with a view to lull
the child to sleep; as these de-
testable remedies tend to stupify
the latent faculties, and to weak-
en the intellect of such tender con-
stitutions. Equally absurd and in-
judicious is the practice of terri-
Juing young people to sleep by
threats ; or of svheedling them by
promises; for, in the former case,
they early acquire sentiments of
disgust and hatred, which have the
most baneful influence on their
subsequent conduct : in the latter,
they become selfish ; and, at
length, it will be requisite to pay
them for sleeping.

SLEEP-WALKING, or Sonm-.
NAMBULISM, a remarkable disor-
der, proceeding from an inflamed
or disturbed imagination ; and in
which the patient’s eyes are wide-
ly apen; though he can discern
no object = at the same time, he
has the power of recollection 5 di-
rects his walks to some particular
spot; and, after arriving at the
end of his nocturnal journey, he
retires to bed, apparently compas-
ed ; and sleeps calmly during the
remainder of the night.

Dr. CuLrew considers this af-
fection as an active species of the
NicaTmark (Toncirodynia activa ),
and consequently as oviginating
from the same source.

The causeshioweverswhich have
generally been supposed to induce
sommambudism, ave 1 a very pletho-
rie state of the ULlood, especially
that towards the liead ; a disturb-
ed imagination, in consequence
of herrid dreams ; or purticular

"
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causes that harrass the mind dur-
ing sleep ; and according to Le-
VADE, contusions of the brain,
Cure :....\Where plethora is the
cause, the first passages ought to
be cleared by a powerful cathartic ;
and some blood should then be
taken, either from the arm or from
the foot. Electricity, and frequent
bathing, have occasionally proved
of service ; and it will farther be
advisable, to place a vessel of wa-
ter, or wet cloths, contiguous to
the bed-side, so that the patient,
by the sudden stimulus on the
soles of his feet, be immediately
awakened.....Should these reme-
dies fail of success, it has been
strongly recommended, by medi-
cal writers, to watch the patient,
and to chastise him, as’often as he
is about to renew his noctural
rambles ; yet we do not approve
of such coerciye measures.
SLOE-TREE, BLACK-THORN,
or ScroOGGes, Prunus sfiinosa, L, an
indigenous shrub, growing wild in
hedges, and woods; flowering in
the months of March and April.
It generally attains the height of
from 10 to 12 feet, and spreads its
branches {rom the root ; produc-
ing small, round, black - bervies
il autumn, which possess a very
austere taste, Ul mellowed by
frost. 5
Being of very quick and bushy
growth, the sloe-tree is well adapt-
ed for hedges and other fences ;
though it is not calculated for situ-
ations where its spreading roots
might obstruct the growth of ve-
getables planted in its vieinity.
The wood is hard and tough ; on
which account it is usefully con-
verted into walking-sticks, teeth
for rakes, and turnery-warce..Dr.
Wirnining cbserves that, from
the effects which follow the pune-
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tures made by the thorns of this
tree, he has rveason to believe, they
contain some poisonous mmatter ;
especially if such weunds be in-
flicted in autuinn.....The youilj
and tender leaves, when dried, al-
ford, in his opinion, the best sub-
stitute for the foreign feas...If
bruised, and infused in currant or
raisin-wine, sloes impart a beauti-
ful red colour, and a pleasant
rough, sub-acid tuste, resembling
that of Port-wuine ; a fact too well
known to the dealers in that fa-
vourite amd expensive liquorie..
Characters impressed on linen, or
woolen cloth, with the juice of
the fruit, are said to be perma-
nent. On adding green vitriol to
this liquid, the shade is not chang-
ed ; but, if it be employed for
writing on paper, or dyeing linen,
and afterwards exposed to the air,
an indelible &ack colour will be the
result, and which is superior to
that obtained from the best gails.
«oThe dried berries of the black
thornydye-linen of a red hue,which,
on repeated washing, changes to
a durable  Geht-0itic..e. The bark
beiled in ley, also yields a red
tinge; and, in order to facilitate
the decortication of this shrub, it
ought to be effected in the spring:
i decoction of the ooty on ad-
ding a solution of bismuth, com-
municates a einpamon shade to
wool.The blackish bark is far-
ther, useful for preserving ehecie
from' corruption; a fact attested
by Bucusrrein: the same rind,
together with the unvipe berries,
may be advantaguously used in
tanning.

In a medicinal respect, a hand-
ful of the flowers of the sloe-tree,
cither mfused in water, or hoiled
in’ milk, and strained, affords a
draught which operates asa sale
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€ purgative....According
o WrirneriNe, the bark,
L1 veduced to powder, and ad-
ainistered in doses of two drams
each, has cured some species of
the ague....An inspissated extract
of the same substance forms an
excellent astringent, which is fre-
quently emploved on the Conti-
nenl, as a substitute for the more
expunsivs, but less eflicacious In-
dian drugs of this description : and
it Is highly probable, that such pre-
paration might, in many cases, be
cinployed with safety, instead of
the Peruvian bark, which is seldom
obiained in a genuine state from
the shops. The leaves of the sloe-
tree, arve eaten by horses, sheep,
and goats ¢ the bark is relished by
hares, deery, and other wild quad-
rupeds.
SLoE-woRrM. See BLinp-wonn.
SLUDGE, See SEA-SLUDGE,
SLUG, or NAEREDp Svain, Li-
mar, L. agenusof insects, com-
prehending eight species; which
differ only in colour; being black,
white, reddish, ash-colonred, &c.
These reptiles are destitute of
shelis, having four feclers placed
above the mouth, and which are
protruded, or drawn in, at plea-
sure ; they move at a very slow
pace ; and, from the calmminess of
their skin, leave slimy, shining
marks, whereser they pass.

Slugs infest gardens and fields,

where they do great damage; par-
ticularly if the land be stocked
with lettuces, cabbages, or turnips.
Hence it has been recommended,
to strew the ground with lime in
the evening, at the rate of Gfteen
bushels per acre; by which expe-
dient they will be completely de-
stroyed ; as they advance from
theie hiding placesduringthenight,
in quest of food. These vermin
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may also be exterminated, by ad-
mitting poultry to the ground in-
fested with them. But, as many
husbandmen have not an opportu-
nity of liming their fields or gar-
dens ; or of keeping a sufficient
stock of geese, fowls, ducks, &c.
for this purpose, we think it use-
ful to observe, that they may be
effectually reduced in number, by
the simpie expedient of collecting
them by the hand, when perambu-
lating the ground very early in the
morning, especially during cloudy
and damp weather.  The destruc-
tion of these vermin may, farther,
be facilitated by strewing withered
Ieaves, or the putrescent stalks, of
cabbages and turnips, on the sur-
face; aus they devour the latter
with avidity.

One of the most expeditions
mores, however, of extirpating
slugs, is that communicated by
Capt. Suanx, to the Bath and West
of England Society ; and which is
inserted in the 8th vol. of their
Letters and Pafiers. He directs a
sufficient quantity of coal-tar to be
poured into a barrel, and to fill the
vessel with water, which must he
suffered to stand for two or three
days; when it will become power-
fully impregnated ; and, il poured

con the vermin, will kill them in-

stantancously., He [farther ob-
serves that, if such ter-water be
sprinkled on the land, by means of
a watering-pot, both béfore and
after sowing, it will infallibly pre-
vent their depredations,

Srucs, frequently harbous near:
the foundation of walls, and at the
raats of pease, heans, lettuces, ke,
where they comanit grent depieda-
tions. Mr. Forsyvu. therefore,
directs them to be picked off, and
thrown' into a vessel containing a
little unslacked Iime, which will
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inevitably destroy them : or, the
ground infested by these vermin
should be watered with a liquid,
composed of soap-suds, urine, and
a decoction of tobacco.

If slugs be uncommonly numer-
ous on the surface of the ground,
particularly in dewy mornings, or
after rain, Mr. I'. recommends fine
unsiacked lime to be scattered over
the borders of the gardens, thus
infested. He prefers, however, the
preparation first mentioned ; as it
not only destroys the insects, but
also prevents their increase, by kill-
ing their eggs, which are uniform-
1y deposited in the earth.

SxiiracE. See CELERY.

SMALL-POX is a contagious
eruption, attended with inflamma.
tory fever. The recovery should
be chiefly entrusted to Nature,
while every attention must be paid
to diet and regimen. Previous to
the appearance of the pustules; the
patient should be kept in acool, but
dry apartment, well aired, and ab-
stain from all animal food ; though
weak broths may be occasionally
allowed : on the other hand, he
may eat all vegetables of a cooling
and mucilaginous kind ; beiled and
roasted fruit; preparationsof pearl-
batley, sago, cherries, currents,
mulberries, &c. 3 but cheese, pas-
try, and confectionary, are very
pemicious. Tlie beverage should
consist of barley-water acidulated
with vinegar or cream of tartar; or
one part of milk, mixed with three
parts of water, either to be taken
Tukewarm ; but wine, beer, cofiee,
and tea, ought to be prohibited.....
Too great indulgence in sleep is
also injurious, particularly on fea-
ther-beds, which always increase
the heat and fever; it would be
more advisable tolie on mattresses,
snd be lightly coveredon.It isa
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common prejudice of the vulgar,
not to shift the linen during the
whole complaint; but this change
cannot be too strongly incnleated
in a disease, where perspiration
and eruption render the covering
of the skin impure ; though great
precaution is required, that every
new vestment be perlectly aired.
If the patient be an adult, and ofa
plethoric habit, blood-letting may,
in this stage, be resorted to, with
advantage.

In obstruction of the bowels,
none but the mildest lazatives can
be given: it would, however, be
more advantageous to regulute the
body by emollient clysters, each
being composed  of half a pint of
whey, a table-spoonful of honey,
two table-spooniuls of swect-oil,
and a small portion of common -
salt; such injections tobe repeated,
till they produce the desired effect.
Similar means may be employed
with benefit, in cases of convul-
sions. Where the throat happens
to be affected, the most suitable
remedies will be warm lermenta-
tions applied to the neck, and mus-
tard-poultices to the fect; while
the throat should be gargled with
vinegar and water.....But, if the
patient be of a weak constitution,
or be reduced in strength, recourse
must be had to corrohorants, such
as Peruvian barky taken by the
mouth, and injected in clysters;
sinapisms, and other stimulents to
be devised by the profession. When
a looseness threatens to increusse
this state of debility, small doses of
tincture of rhubarb with spear-
mint water, in which gum-arabic
is dissolved, and the use of the
bark, will be the remedies here in-
dicared.

After the eruption has taken
Placey the fever generally subzides;
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in which case it is advisable to ab-
stain from all meditines, and ob-
serve the diet above pointed out,
wmless the pustules disappearagain,
when blistering-plasters ought to
be applied to the calves of thelegs
without delay, and small doses of
camphor taken internally ; or pars-
Tey-root boiled in miilk, [requently
eaten, with a view to encourage
the eruption: a few drops of lau-
danum, given in the morning and
evening, have often produced that
effect, especially where convulsive
symptoms were obvious.

I, during the sufifiurative stage,
or what is termed the turn of the
disorder, the fever be inconsider-
able, the same diet will be proper,
as was directed at the commence-
ment of the disease; but, should
the febrile symptoms re-appear, or
the pustules suddenly sink [or look
flat or pal¢] (acircumstance which
always denotes great danger), blis-
ters must immediately be applied
to the extremitics; the legs be
rubbed with flannel ; and the feet
bathed in tepid water. [Calomel
should also be given in the propor-
tion of three grains every three
hours, until the mouth be gently
touched ; bark, wine, or wine-
whey, porter,and nourishing soups
must also be given, as the strength
of the patient may require.] In
this particular situation of the pa-
tient, medical adyice is indispen-
sably necessary, and ought to be
sficedily procured.

When the scurl begins to peel
off, a gentle laxative, twice, or
three times a week, willy in gene-
7al, prevent many of those secon-
dary complaints which frequently
sueceed the small-pox : ory af the
cyes be swollen and inflamed, the
application of warm bread and milk
with Goulard-water, and leeches
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to the temples, will, in most cases,
remove this local affection, After
the inflammatory symptoms have
entirely subsided, the patient may
gradually resort to his former diet ;
observing, however, some precau-
tion and moderation in the use of
wineg, animal food, and other heat-
ing substances.

[The abeve directions are re-
tained in the, present edition, for
the guidance of those who may
have occasion for them, when not
near'medical aid ; but nothing shall
be said upon inoculation; as it
is high time to cease propagat-
ing this loathsome disease, since
providence has kindly sent us the
Cow-Pock. See Vaccing.]

SMALT, a species of glass of a -

dark-blue colour ; and which, on
levigating it, assumes a beautiful
shade ; resisting the action of air
and fire : hence, ifit could be ren-
dered sufficiently fine, it would
prove an excellent substitute for
ultramarine.

Smalt is prepared, by meltingone
part of caleinied cobalt, with two
of puiverized flint, and one of pot-
ash. At the bottom of the cruci-
bles, which are employed in ma-
nufacturing this compound, there
is generally found a regulus of a
whitish colour, inclining to red, and
rather brittle ; this, on being again
melted, and becoming cold, sepa-
prates into two parts ; namely, that
whigh settles at the bottom, is the
true cobalt, and is used to in-
crease the ruantity of smalt ; the
other is called BisMuta ; to which
we refer.

Smalt is employed in various
branches of the arts and manufac-
tures ; as likewise by clear-starch-
ers, in getting up fine linen ; and
by whom it is termed fronder-
blue.
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SMOKE, adense, elastic fume,
which is exhaled from buming
coals, wood, and other substances.

Smoke being not only disagree-
able to the senses, but also fre-
quently detrimental to health ; in-
wenious men have contrived va-
rious means, by which the benefit
of fire might be enjoyed, without
the inconvenience resulting from
such fumigation. Having already
stated some of these expedicnts,
under the article Curmney, we
shall here add afewother methods,
by way of supplement.

1. 1f the funnel be toe short
(which is necessarily the case in
low buildings, as it would other-
wise endanger the roof), it will be
advisable to contract the opening
of the chimney, soas to compel
the incumbent air to pass through
or at least very near to the fire...
Thus, the funnel will become
warmed : and the confined aiv be-
ing rarified by heat, will rise-up-
wards, and maintain a proper

‘draught at the orifice.

2. Another cause of chimnies
smoking, arises from the injudi-
cious position of a deor. Hence, if
the deor and chimney happen to be
on the same side of the room,. and
the former should open against the
wall, the air will necessarvily pass
into the chimney, and expel the
smoke into the room. This in-
convenience will be felt particu-
larly on shutting the door; the
current being then considerably in-
creased, to the great annoyance of
those who may e near the five.
Suoch nuisance may be easily pre-
vented, by placing a skreen from
the wall round the fre-place, so
4s to intercept the air. A more
simple method, however, is that of
chunging the hinges of the door,
so that it may open the coutrary
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way ; and thus eccasion a current
of air to circulute along the oppo-
site wall,

Lastly, the chimnies of new
houses, for want of sufficient ven-
tilation; frequently smoke to such
a degree, as to render them almost
uninhabitable. ‘I'c remedy this
unpleasant molestation, it has been
proposed to draw down the upper
sash of a window, for the space of
an inch. As the frames, however,
are generally fised, especially in
old houses, an expedient has been
adopted, of cutting a circular hole
in a pane of glass, and substituting
a round plate of tin, suspended on
an axis, and divided into vanes;
which, being severally bent in an
oblique directionyare moved by the
current of air; and the ventilator
is forced round, in a manner simi-
lar to the sails of a windmill. This
contrivance gencrally answers the
end proposed ; but, as the conii-
nual noise is very troublesome the
following methad has been prefer-
ably devised. It simply consists
in taking out a pane of glass, and
suspending ‘it on hinges, so as to
be opened and shut at pleasure ;
or, the pane may be sct in a tin
frame, and supported by tivo move-
able jointsjon each side, serving the
purpose of letting it down, or draw-
ing up and shutting it, according
to circumstances, having proper
hinges at the lower part : thus, by
opening such pane toa grealer or
less distance, the necessary supply
of fresh aiv may be admitted, with-
put exposing persons in the room,
to the draught. See also Fiee-
PLACE.

SMOKING, in domecstic eco-
nomy, is a mode of precerving
meat, such as bams, bacon, geese,
&c. by previously sulting, and then
cxposing them to the smoke aris-
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ing from a wood-fire. For this
purpose, the chimney is usually
furnished with recesses or #5%s ;
which communicating with the
funnel itselly in a lateval divection,
do not admit a large volume of
smoke to pervade the articles there
suspended ; but, as the latter gra-
dually receivethe ascending fumes,
they become impregnated with
them in & more uniform, and ef-
fectual manner. A fire from the
branches of the juN1PER-TREE,im-
parts to the flesh of animals a very
agreeable, pungent flavour,

Smoking of Lamps, isa circum-
stance frequently disregarded in
domestic life : as, however, the
fumes ascending from the oil, espe-
cially if it be tainted or rancid,are
higlily pernicious, when inhaled
o the lungs of asthmatic or other
persons lable to complaints of the
chest, we shall communicate the
following simple expedient : Leta
sponge, three or four inches in
diameter, be moistened with pure
water, and in that state be suspend-
ed by astring or wire exactly over
the flame of the lamp, at the dis-
tance of a few inches: this sub-
stance will absorb all the smoke
cmitted during the evening, or
night ; when it should be rinsed in
warm watery and thus again ren-
dered fit for use.

SMUT, a disease affecling al-
most every speeies of corn, the
erains of which become filled with
a fetid black powder, instead of
containing farinaceous matter.

Having already stated in article
Bauiey, the vesult of several ex-
peviments, made with a view to pre-
vent this pernicious distemper, we
shall now communicate such me-
thods, as are maintained to bhave
proved efficacious ; thus rendering
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our accounts as perfect as the na-
ture of this work will admit.

In the 6th vol. of Annals of Agri-
culture, Mr. ANDREWS recom-
mends the [ollowing steep,as being
preferable to any other; having
successfully employed it for seve-
ral years: Let half a hogshead
of strong ley be made, by, passing
water repeatedly through wood-
ashes ; and be put into a copper
with half a pound of araenic, This
mixture is next to boil for about
five minutes, when the poistnous
properties of the arsenic will be
so diminished, that birds e fowls
may pick up the uncovererl grain,
after it has been sown, without ve-
ceiving any injury. The ley should
now be poured into a decp vessel,
and be suffered to stand till it be-
come cold ; when a strong wicker-
basket, sufficiently capacious to
hold two bushels, is to be set in the
liquor, with half u bushel of wheat;
which ought to be repeatedly stiv-
red ; the light grains, and dusty
particles that may rise to the sur-
face, being carefully removedi..
The grain is next to be drained,
and laid on a brick or clay floor: a
sofficient portion of lime should be
strewed upon it, in order to pre-
pare it for sowing, This quantity
of ley, Mr. AnprEw's obseryes,
is sufficient for steeping 50 bushels
of wheat ; and he farther remarks,
that only a quarter of a peck of
lime will be required for drying
four bushels, provided it he nnxed
the night before it is used.

The vitriolic acidy or oil of vi-
triol, has lately been employed with
success, by an enlightened agricul-
turisty Jo 8. JenNincs, lisq.osa
preventive of smut.  The propor-
tions employed for this purpose,
were one gullon of the ucid to 30
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of water; which form a proper
mixtare for immersing wheat.....
His experiments are of the great-
est importance ; and we trust that
future trials will fully ascertain the
efficacy of this process....See
Waear.

SNAIL, or Helir,L.a genus of
testaceous insects, comprising 60
species, of which the following are
the most remarkable, viz.

1. The hortensis, or common
Garden Snail, abounds 'in this
Country. It is covered with a
brown shell, and furnished with
two horns, containing its organs of
sight, which it protrudes, and
draws in, at pleasure.  This insect
is remarkable for the viscous
traces which it leaves behind in its
course.

2. The fiomatia, or Red Garden
Snail, is found in the warmer parts
of Europe, whence it has been in-
troduced into Britain; but, at pre-
sent, it inhabits principally the
southern counties. It differs from
the Common Snail in its very deep,
brown colour, which approaches to
red. This species has, lately been
employed in the bleeding piles
with uncommon success ; fresh in-
sects being laid, in a raw state, on
the diseased part, every second or
third hour. ;.

Snails are very mischievous in
gardens, particularly to wall-fruit;
and, though they are preyed upon
by numerous insects, such as
worms, &c. which breed both in
their intestines and on their backs;
yet they are in some places so nu-
merous,as torequireeffectual mea-
sures for their extirpation. Hence,
it has been recommended to strew
the ground with lime and ashes ;
but the most certain method of de-
stroying them, consists in closing
every crevice in walls, as soon as

VOLe IV,
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these vermin appear in damp or
cloudy weather ; and afterwards
collecting them by the hand. Thus,
in the course of two, or, at the
farthest, three years, they will be
completely exterminated.

SNAKE, the Commox, or Co-
{uber natrix, L. a native reptile,
which is often found in bushy
places, and in banks, near waters.
It is from two to three, and in the
south of Europe, often ten feet in
length : the back is of a dusky co.
lour, and the belly is beautifully
variegated with Llack and bluish
stripes. It has two rows of small
serrated teeth, and is perfectly
harmless ; being destitute of the
canine teeth, with which vipers
and other venomous serpents are
furnished. It produces numercus
eges, generally dropping them on
dunghills, where they are hatched
by the warmth of the sun.

The common snake feeds on
small insects, frogs, and vegetable
substances ; thus being of essential
service to hankind ; as it devours
considerable numbers of field and
harvest-mice. See SErRPEXNT.

SNAKE-WEED, or Poiyeo-
numy L. a genus of plants compre-
hending 33 species, ten of which
are natives of Britain: the follow-
ing are the principal, namely :

1. The Hydrofiifier. See Wa-
TER-PEFPER.

2. The Persicaria, or SroTTED
SvarE-wEED, abounds in ditches,
and watcry situations; though it
is sometimes found in corn felds
where it flowers from the month of
July to September. This species
is slightly acid and astringent : it
is eaten by goats,sheep.and horses
but refused by hogs and cows....
Linx&us informs us, that woollen
cloth, previously ipped in a solu-
tion of alum, acgfires a yellow
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colour from a decoction of this
planta..DansourNEy obtained an
elive colour. [See PoLveonum.]

3. The Bistorta. See BisTorT
the Great.

4. The vivifiarum. See BrstorT
the Small.

5. The Fagofiyrum. See Bucx-
WHEAT:

6. The Convolvulus. See Buck-
wHEAT the Climbing.

7« The aviculare, or Kxot-
GRASS SNAKE-WEED, i found on
road-sides, in paths, streets, and
corn-fields, particularly in a gra-
velly soil: it flowers from April to
Octohera.. This species of grassis
caten by cows, horses, sheep, goots
and hogs: its seeds are a grateful
food to small birds of every des-
cription; and may likewise be
employed [or the same purposcs
as those of Bues-wurar, which
"see: but sheepy feeding on the
knot-grass snake-weed, become,
according to BecusTEn, liable to
obstructions, and consequently to
putrid diseases.

[SNAKE-ROOT, (Vircinta,)
or Aristeluchia Serfientaria ; a well
known medicinal plant, and a na-
tive of the United States exclusive-
ly. It has a biller taste joined
with an aromatic acrimony ; high-
Iy stimulant, andincrcases the force
of the pulse very perceptibly. Tt
is a powerful sudorific, but is im-
proper whenever bleeding is requi-
site. It 15 a commoen remedy in
low fevers. Dr. Bawron (collec-
tion for a Mar. Medica, 24 edit.)
suys, it was used with great bene-
fit in' a malignant fever attended
with carbuncles, which prevailed
in Bristol, on the Delaware, in this
state, In 1749 and 1753, It may
e given in infusion, or in powder
from & few grains; to 20 or 30. Tt
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frequently assists the powers of the
Peruvian bark in cure of agues,
and of general weakness. It is
usually combined with calamus
aromaticus, infused in spirits or
water, and forms the common
morning dram in agueish situa-
tions. As water fully extracts the
virtues of these plants, it should
be preferred to spirits, to make
these daily medicines.

Another species of Aristalochia,
(. Sifho) or pipe-vine, is a cu-
rious species of Birthwert, and
abounds near the town of Pitts-
burgh, in Pennsylvania. It is a
climbing plant, and will rise to the
height of 50 feet, attaching itself
to trees. The flowers are large,
and resemble, in figure, a German
tobacco-pipe. The root has a
pungent aromatic taste, and for
certain purposes, is thought pre-
ferable to the first mentioned spe-
cies.]

SNAP-DRAGON, or Jntirrhi-
numy L a genus of plants, consist-
ing of fifty-three species, eleven of
which are indigenous : the follow-
ing are the principal :

1. The Lifatine, or Sharp-pointed
Toad-lax. See FrueniLixn.

2. The Linaria. See Toad-Frazx.

3. The majus, or GREATER
Snar-nRAGON, grows on old walls,
especially on the chalk-cliffs near
Dover and Gravesend, where it
flowers in the months of June and
July... This herb was formerly in
great repute among the supersti-
tious; but, at present, an excellent
lamip-oil is expressed from its seeds
in Germany.

4. The Orontium, CAL¥'s-sNOUT,
or LESSER SNAP-DRAGON, thrives
in corn and turnip-fields, and bears
purplish flowers covered with a
yellow down, in the months of
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July and Auvgust....This narcotic,
poisonous plant, ought to be care-
fully extirpated.
SNEEZE-WORT-YARROW,
Bastarn Perirrory or Goosz-
TONGUE, JAchillea Ptarmica, L. a
native perennial plant, growing in
moist meadows and shedy places;
flowering in July and August....It
is eaten by horses, cows, goats,
hogs, and sheep :...the roots have
a hot pungeni taste; the leaves,
when dried and pulverized, excite
sneezing ; and its young tops af-
ford a sharp, though pleasant, in-
redient in spring saluds.
SNEEZING, a convulsive mo-
tion of the muscles of the breast,
which is caused by the irritation of
the membrane lining the nose ; by
acrid, pungent matters floating in
the air ; or by certain drugs deno-
wminated sternutarcrics or ervhines ;
and in consequence of which, the
air is expelled through the nostrils;
with a certain loud, hissing report.
This muscular agitation arises,
either from exterpal or internzl
stimulants : in the former case, it
is occasioned by the odeur of snuff,
sweet-marjorum, thyme, &c. in-
haled through the nostrils : in the
fattery it is induced by the acri-
mony of the lymph, which moist-
ens the nasal membrane. The
matter expelled by sneezing, is de-
rived primarily from the nose and
throat : a mucus being continually
exuded into those parts from the
pituitary integument ; and secon-
darily from the breast and lungs,
Snuezingmay be advantageously
excited by the use of sternutatories,
in certain affections of the head,
eves, &c. or, when foreign bodies
have accidentally been introduced
into the nostrils of children : such
remediesy, however, ouglit to be
resorted to with caution ; as too
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frequent a repetition of that convul
sive effort, will eventually weaken
the sense of smelling, or induce
bleedings from the nose.

SNIPE, the Coxaon, or Scolo-
fax gattinago, L. a bird of passage,
of which there are more than forty «
varieties, mostly breeding in Eu-
rope, and subsisting on insects..
Some of these wild-fowl frequent
moors, others delight in swampy
bushes, and still others in the open
fields. They may be easily taken,
by placing in their faunts, twigs of
birch covered with bird-lime, in
various directions: when one of
the birds is caught, the sportsman
should not be too hasty in remov-
ing it; because the creature will
feed with thetwig beneath its wing,
:mfl thus decoy numerous other
snipes.

SNOW, a meteor, which is
formed by the congelation, or
freezing, of vapours in the atmos-
phere.

Snow differs in no other respect
from rain, butthat it is frozen in its
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descent 1o the earth, and falls in °

callective masses of transparent
whiteness : these are known under
the name of fakes....It has been
erroncously believed, that snow
possesses more fertilizing proper-
ties than rain; but the real differ-
ence has, by Makcraar, been as-
certained to be exceedingly small.
It serves to defend corn, and a'l
other vegetables, from the severity
of winter-frosts ; as it prevents the
internal heat of the earth from
being evolved through the surface
of the land, and cousequently ame-
liorates the soil. ‘The plants, be-
ing thus sheltered. shoot forth in
the spring with renewed vigour;
und, being cherished by the genial
rays of the sun, vegetate with in-
creased luxuriance.

.
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NOW-DROP, the Common,
Fain-Maips-0rF- FEsruARY,
alanthus nivalis, L. a native pe-
rennial plant, growing in orchards,
meadows; and the sides of hedg-

Mes; Howering in February and
“March.

The snow-drop presents a beau-

tiful little Aower, and is chiefly es.’

teemed on account of its early ap-
pearance ; adorning the garden,
when the soil is covered with
snow : it is divided into three va-
rieties, known under the names of
single, semi-double, and duuble,
which differ only in the seasons of
their flowering. They may be
easily propagated in any soil, and
will multiply exceedingly by off-
scts from the roots.

SNO

The roots of the snow-drop may
be made subservient to an useful
domestic purpose: Dr. Danwin
thinks that, if they were dug up in
the winter, and prepared ina simi-
lar manner, they might afford a
nutritious powder, resembling that
of sarxe. He observes, that he
once boiled a few ; which, on tast-
ing them, possessed no unpleasant
flavour. He is therefore of opi-
nion, that, if prolific seeds could
be procured from this plant, it
might be advantageously cultivated
for the same purposes as the Or-
cHls; aconjecture which is corro-
borated by the experiments of
GreEprTscr, who obtained from
the roots of the snow-drop an ex-
cellent starch.
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