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B
orn B

lue
by H

an N
olan

D
ysfunctional Fam

ily
H

arcourt Inc., 2003, 300 pp., $6.99
ISBN

: 0152019162

This is the story of Janie (w
ho changes her nam

e to Leshaya w
hen she decides to

becom
e a blues singer), a girl w

ith a gruesom
e history of abuse and survival. Born

nearly dead to a herion addict, incredibly, Janie survives the first few
 years of her life

but not easily. Shuffled from
 foster hom

e to foster hom
e w

here she is w
itness to, as

w
ell as a victim

 of, physical abuse, em
otional abuse, sexual abuse, drug addictions,

and unw
anted pregnancy. In the story w

e m
eet Leshaya (aka Janie) as she is leaving

her childhood behind and trying to m
ake it big by pursuing her dream

 as a singer. This
story asks if a girl like Leshaya/Janie can leave behind the terrible past she has had
and find the strength and courage to com

plete her dream
.

This book is definitely for older teens, as it is explicit and graphic in its description of
various types of abuse. 

Sam
antha W

oods
M

esa, A
Z

B
uddha B

oy
by K

athe Koja
Peer Pressure/M

aturation
Frances Foster Books, 2003, 128 pp., $16.00

ISBN
: 0-374-30998-1

Justin and his friends Jakob and M
egan are not total social outcasts at Rucher H

igh,
but they’re not exactly part of the in-crow

d—
the jocks and bullies w

ho seem
 to run

the school. This is w
hy they’re not too keen on m

aking the new
 kid’s acquaintance.

They don’t w
ant to be associated w

ith a bald-headed m
onk in oversized T-shirts w

ho
begs for change during lunch, lives w

ith his elderly great-aunt, and sm
iles even w

hen
it’s clear to others he’s in pain. But on his ow

n, Justin reaches out to the artistically
talented Jinsen or M

ichael M
artin as he w

as know
n before his ow

n transform
ation and

in doing so, begins to contem
plate the effects his actions m

ay have on others. 

Justin learns the fruitlessness of anger, how
 hurting som

eone now
 can not only m

ake
another’s life m

iserable, but have a negative im
pact on one’s ow

n life in the present
and future, and m

ost im
portantly, how

 good deeds coupled w
ith kindness tow

ard oth-
ers can rew

ard one im
m

easurably.
Laura Bullock

Pearl, M
S

The Cheat by A
m

y G
oldm

an Koss
Teen Problem

s/H
um

or
D

ial Books, 2003, 176 pp., $16.99
ISBN

: 0-8037-2794-1

Sarah starts it. The answ
ers to the eighth-grade geography m

idterm
 are in her hands.

Sarah decides to share her good fortune w
ith a few

 classm
ates. Little does she know

that this w
ill turn into som

ething far m
ore dangerous than she could have im

agined. 

A
 trip to the principal’s office is not Rob’s idea of a good day at school. K

now
ing he

cannot go hom
e to his father’s definite fury, he leaves school in a daze heading straight

out of tow
n—

on foot. Eleven hours later, Rob is curled up in a doorw
ay on a m

ain
street far from

 anything fam
iliar. U

pon returning hom
e, Rob’s life is forever changed. 

Sarah and Rob are tw
o of six characters giving readers their very ow

n interpretive
insight into the scandal. Form

atted as personal entries, Koss’ book allow
s teenage read-

ers to unfold the story as each character reveals the progress of the situation in a dif-
ferent light. The issue of cheating is one of character and integrity—

and one that every
teenager has faced. This book is sure to resonate w

ith today’s teens.
Elise A

nderson
A

lexandria, M
N

Caram
elo by Sandra C

isneros
Fam

ily/ C
ultural H

eritage
K

nopf, 2002, 439 pp., $24.00
ISBN

: 0-679-43554-9

Sandra C
isneros’s protagonist, C

elaya (Lala) Reyes, like C
isneros herself, experiences m

uch of her
childhood in C

hicago. Lala’s father is a furniture upholsterer w
ho m

oves his fam
ily from

 M
exico

C
ity to C

hicago and then to San A
ntonio in search of a better life. W

ith six older brothers, Lala is
her parents’ youngest child and only daughter in a novel largely about fam

ily history and fam
ily

stories (not necessarily the sam
e thing) and how

 m
em

bers of generations of a fam
ily interact. The

title com
es from

 Lala’s fascination w
ith her friend C

andelaria’s skin color, w
hich is caram

elo
in

Spanish, or caram
el in English; Lala notices the various fam

ily branches of her relatives have var-
ious skin tones, depending on their heritage. 

A
nyone w

ho has ever gone on vacation to visit a fam
ily m

atriarch can relate to the Reyes fam
ily

trips from
 C

hicago to M
exico C

ity to visit the “Aw
ful G

randm
other.” A

nd anyone w
ho lives am

ong
m

ultiple cultures w
ill also relate to Lala’s experience as a m

em
ber of at least tw

o very distinct
cultures: M

exican and A
m

erican. D
ue to its length and com

plexity, C
aram

elo m
ay be m

ore pop-
ular w

ith older, m
ore advanced high school readers.

M
elissa N

oeth
Phoenix, A

Z
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YA Book Review
s

G
etting Aw

ay w
ith M

urder: The True Story 
H

istory/N
onfiction

of the Em
m

ett Till Case by C
hris C

row
e 

ISBN
: 0-8037-2804-2

Phyllis Fogelm
an Books, 2003, 128 pp., $18.99

This book is a nonfiction com
panion to C

hris C
row

e’s M
ississippi Trial: 1955, the story

of the m
urder of Em

m
ett Till, the trial that follow

ed, and surrounding events. Em
m

ett
w

as a 14-year-old A
frican-A

m
erican youngster visiting relatives in M

ississippi in 1955,
w

ho w
as kidnapped and m

urdered after alleged rem
arks m

ade to a w
hite w

om
an.

A
lthough tw

o w
hite m

en, w
ho later adm

itted to the m
urder in a m

agazine interview
,

w
ere put on trial for m

urder, they w
ere quickly acquitted by an all-w

hite jury. This w
as

a landm
ark event that helped to jum

pstart the C
ivil R

ights m
ovem

ent.

D
ue to the graphic nature of this story (including one photo w

hich appeared in a
C

hicago new
spaper), it m

ight be disturbing to younger readers. N
onetheless, it w

ould
be a good source to use w

hen talking about the C
ivil R

ights m
ovem

ent, and a good
paired read w

ith C
row

e’s aforem
entioned fictionalized account. 

C
hristie Van Sande

Phoenix, A
Z

H
ang O

n In There, Shelley
by K

ate Saksena
Friendship/Pop M

usic
Bloom

sbury C
hildren’s Books, 2003, 219 pp., $16.95

ISBN
: 1-58234-822-7

Fourteen-year-old Shelley lives w
ith her m

other, know
n as m

om
, and her eight-year-old brother

Jake, in a flat in south London. There, she w
rites religiously in her diary about her life and her

fascination w
ith the hit pop group, A

rtic 2000. W
hat she adm

ires m
ost about her rock group is

the lead singer, Ziggy, and “the honesty that he portrays of him
self” in the m

any fan m
agazines

that she reads. Im
pressed, she decides to w

rite him
 for advice, and to her am

azem
ent, she

receives a postcard reply—
from

 Italy, of all places.

Elated, Shelley corresponds regularly, telling Ziggy about her daily trials and trium
phs, and to her

delight, Ziggy responds—
usually w

ith the telling phrase “H
ang in there, Shelley.” G

radually,
Shelley’s fascination w

ith her favorite rock star turns to hesitancy and doubt, as she begins to
w

onder if Ziggy is really reading her letters. Soon, though, reassuring clues—
the m

ention of her
brother, her m

other’s troubles, and her equal frightful adventure—
give her assurance that rock

star Ziggy is really penning replies.

G
radually, Shelley’s m

other’s problem
s becom

e too m
uch to bear. She is a dow

n on her luck alco-
holic, and Shelley m

ust cope both w
ith her drunkenness and her brother’s insolence and fear.

This is a good read for young people, particularly m
iddle school students, w

ho long for realistic
fiction w

ith an edge and a sense of place and tim
e.

Jeffrey S. K
aplan

O
rlando, FL

H
ow

 I Fell in Love and Learned to Shoot Free Throw
s

Fam
ily/Identity

by Jon R
ipslinger, Roaring Brook Press, 2003, 178 pp., $15.95 

ISBN
: 0-7613-1892-5

A
ngel M

cPherson is all-star athlete of the girls’ basketball team
, and D

anny H
enderson

is determ
ined to hook her attention—

and affection. A
lthough his free-throw

 skills are
lacking, D

anny challenges A
ngel to a shoot-off at the charity assem

bly. H
is loss pro-

vides the perfect excuse to request A
ngel’s assistance…

and m
ake her fall in love. 

W
hen A

ngel accepts his offer, D
anny is delighted. H

is plan unfolds perfectly, until he
realizes that A

ngel is guarding a fam
ily secret. But she isn’t the only one w

ith a skele-
ton in the closet; D

anny is hiding a secret of his ow
n. 

W
hen rum

ors spread and A
ngel is accused of being gay, both teenagers m

ust confess
their secrets and confront the truth. They learn to accept their fam

ilies and them
selves,

w
hile discovering im

portant lessons about honesty, trust, and love along the w
ay.

W
hether basketball player or spectator, guy or girl, this book is sure to score!  

Jennifer Erickson
W

heaton, IL

H
arry Potter and the O

rder of the Phoenix by J.K
. Row

ling
Fantasy/A

dventure
Scholastic Press, 2003, 870 pp., $17.99 

ISBN
: 0-439-35806-x

This is the fifth book of the H
arry Potter series and picks up the story w

here the fourth left off
w

ith the return of Lord Voldem
ort. In this story, H

arry, D
um

bledore, and his group, the O
rder of

the Phoenix are trying to w
arn the w

izarding com
m

unity of the danger. They are ham
pered by

the fact that the M
inistry of M

agic refuses to believe that the dark lord has returned and tries to
discredit H

arry and his friends. H
arry still m

anages to return to H
ogw

arts and finish his fifth year,
but the M

inistry’s representative, D
olores U

m
bridge, is now

 closely w
atching the school. A

s the
m

inistry tries to take control of H
ogw

arts, H
arry, Ron, and H

erm
ione try to find w

ays to learn the
skills they need to survive and to uncover w

hy H
arry is having dream

s of Lord Voldem
ort.

A
lthough this book is fairly long, the story is fast paced. Each of the characters is starting to devel-

op to full potential. M
otivated by the oppression of the M

inistry and the threat of Voldem
ort, the

characters face a variety of challenges and m
anage to prove them

selves. A
lthough adult charac-

ters receive rough treatm
ent in this book, young adults w

ill relate to H
arry’s ongoing story, espe-

cially w
ith the ending that reveals the true relationship betw

een H
arry and Lord Voldem

ort.
Sarah D

ean
Tem

pe, A
Z
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The M
onster in M

e
by M

ette Ivie H
arrison      

Foster C
are

H
oliday H

ouse, 2003, 156 pp., $16.95   
ISBN

: 0-8234-1713-1

N
atalie W

ills som
etim

es dream
s she’s a m

onster. She can’t believe she’s a w
orthw

hile
person. If she w

ere, w
ouldn’t her m

other do som
ething m

ore about putting her ow
n

life together so that N
atalie didn’t have to m

ove into a foster hom
e?

N
atalie loves to run. M

aybe, if she keeps running, all of her problem
s w

ill go aw
ay.

M
aybe, she w

on’t have to face the fears and the pain. M
aybe, the Parker fam

ily w
ill

w
ork out their ow

n problem
s once she’s no longer in the w

ay. But foster-dad John,
school-acquaintance M

ary, and C
oach Landers stand at her crossroads, keeping N

atalie
on the w

inning path tow
ard the end of her run, M

om
 and hom

e.

In this stunning first novel, author M
ette Ivie H

arrison takes the reader inside the
thoughts of a young girl, forced to face a w

orld filled w
ith adult problem

s. You’ll find
yourself running along w

ith her every step of the w
ay.

Lu A
nn Brobst Staheli
Spanish Fork, U

T

M
y M

other’s D
aughter: Four G

reek G
oddesses Speak

G
reek M

ythology
by D

oris O
rgel 

ISBN
: 0-7613-2808-4

Roaring Brook Press, 2003, 122 pp., $17.95      

If you are a lover of G
reek m

ythology, you know
 these nam

es—
Leto, A

rtem
is, Persephone, and

D
em

eter. They are m
agical, eternal beings—

both G
reek goddesses and real life m

others and
daughters—

w
ho do everything real hum

an beings norm
ally do, share, argue, and com

e back
together. Their stories are the stories of the hum

an condition, and as told in their ow
n voices,

author D
oris O

rgel m
akes these rem

ote G
reek gods seem

 very m
uch alive and real for young and

old alike.

In this w
onderful w

ork, four G
reek goddesses—

Leto and her daughter A
rtem

is, and D
em

eter and
her daughter Persephone, explain in straightforw

ard and engaging language their ow
n personal

stories about their lives, loves, and passions. Intriguing to read, and easy to follow
, their stories

w
ill entice young readers to learn about G

reek gods, and underscore for older readers, the signif-
icance of G

reek m
ythology in our everyday understandings of the hum

an condition. These larg-
er-than-life and ancient tales are a m

ust read for budding G
reek scholars and a m

ust have for the
bookshelves of teachers w

ho are planning a unit on ancient G
reek m

ythology.
A

nita F. K
aplan

Boynton Beach, FL

Pool B
oy

by M
ichael Sim

m
ons

Realistic Fiction/G
reed

Sim
on and Schuster, 2003, 164 pp., $23.90         

ISBN
: 0-7613-1885-2

Insider trading. Brett G
erson rem

em
bers their rip-off law

yer saying that w
as w

hy his
father has been dragged off to jail. Yet, w

hat really irked him
 w

as w
hen they lost the

house…
.his house, the pool, the M

ercedes, and his brand new
 $5,000 stereo system

.

Brett struggles to adjust to life across the tracks, w
here he now

 lives w
ith his aunt. H

is
m

om
 m

akes him
 get a job, and Brett soon finds him

self cleaning his friends’ pool w
ith

A
lfie M

oore, an eccentric 70-year old. W
ill his friends, and m

ost im
portantly, the girl

of his dream
s, like him

 now
 that he is poor? A

uthor M
ichael Sim

m
ons challenges the

reader to decide w
hat really m

atters, and raises the issue of anger, fam
ily, and forgive-

ness. Pool Boy
is a fast and entertaining read that w

on’t lose you in its depths, but to
be sure, it isn’t shallow

 w
ater.

D
an Reinhold
W

heaton, IL

O
r G

ive M
e D

eath
by A

nn R
inaldi

H
istorical Fiction

G
ulliver Books, 2003, 226 pp., $17.00 

ISBN
: 0-15-216687-4

Set in colonial tim
es, this fictionalized account of A

m
erican hero (“G

ive m
e liberty or give m

e
death.”) Patrick H

enry and his fam
ily, suggest “w

hat if” the fam
ily had a private life, entangled

in a w
eb of secrets and lies that never m

ade the headlines. In R
inaldi’s alternate universe, Sarah,

Patrick’s w
ife, is a “lunatic,” but the fam

ily sw
eeps her m

ental illness under the rug. A
fter she

tries to drow
n her new

born son, how
ever, they lock her in the fam

ily cellar for four years. Besides
keeping her m

other’s illness a secret, A
nne, the m

iddle daughter, is burdened w
ith another secret.

D
uring one of M

rs. H
enry’s ravings, she claim

s to know
 that one of the daughters w

ill inherit her
m

adness, the identity of w
hom

 she reveals only to A
nne. The novel goes on to unravel a tw

isted
knot of fam

ily life and to suggest an alternate origin for M
r. H

enry’s fam
ous statem

ent in defiance
of the British hangm

an. 

Young readers w
ill be taken in by R

inaldi’s strong storytelling and forget that they are reading his-
torical fiction as they are transported to another tim
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hen the country w

as on the verge of w
ar

and Patrick H
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aking history, and m

any w
ill identify w

ith the heart-w
renching, confus-

ing, and difficult decisions that the H
enry fam

ily m
ust m

ake. 
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Victory or D
eath!: Stories of the Am

erican Revolution
H

istory/D
iversity

by D
oreen Rappaport, G

reg C
all and Joan Verniero 

H
arperC

ollins, 2003, 120pp, $16.99 
ISBN

: 0-06-029516-3.

A
uthors Rappaport, C

all and Verniero cover fam
ous and not–so-fam

ous people w
hose contribu-

tions to the A
m

erican Revolution helped to ensure victory. Based in fact, each story tells how
 a

lesser figure in A
m

erican history acted to help the cause; for exam
ple, letters to his m

other pro-
vide an account of how

 Peter Brow
n, a 20-year-old corporal, fought at Lexington and C

oncord
and helped to build a fort on Breed’s H

ill. Francis Salvador, a Jew
ish noblem

an w
ith a w

ife, four
children, a hom

e in London, and a fam
ily plantation in South C

arolina, traveled throughout the
back country of the colonies, gathering signatures for the oath of loyalty in support of independ-
ence. A

bigail A
dam

s served as a “hom
e-front reporter” w

hen she and her four children left Boston
and m

oved to their farm
 in Braintree, M

assachusetts, w
hile her husband, John, served as a del-

egate to the C
ontinental C

ongress. Sixteen-year-old Sybil Ludington rode 40 m
iles to alert her

father’s troops that they w
ere needed to stop the British from

 taking the H
udson R

iver. A
dditional

stories tell how
 others put their lives on the line as spies, soldiers, and couriers. 

Beth Bareham
Tem

pe, A
Z

W
arrior Angel by Robert Lipsyte 

Sports/M
ental H

ealth
H

arper C
ollins, 2003. 186 pp, $15.99

ISBN
: 0-06-000496-7

Tw
enty-year-old Sonny Bear is now

 the w
orld heavyw

eight cham
p, but he’s not happy and his

life is spinning out of control. A
s the fourth novel in Lipsyte’s “The C

ontender” series begins,
Sonny is preparing for w

hat should be an easy fight in Las Vegas, a w
arm

-up for w
hat w

ill cer-
tainly be a m

ore difficult challenge against Floyd “The W
all” H

all, w
hom

 Sonny Bear beat to grab
the heavyw

eight title. But the fight is anything but easy, Sonny barely w
ins and afterw

ards runs
aw

ay to escape his corrupt prom
oter and trainers. A

n e-m
ail from

 som
eone calling him

self
“W

arrior A
ngel” brings him

 back to life and helps him
 find the strength to return to his roots. H

e
m

eets W
arrior A

ngel there, w
ho turns out to be Starkey, a teenage boy w

ith severe m
ental health

issues, including voices he hears in his head. Starkey and Sonny seem
 to be a sym

biotic com
bi-

nation.

Readers w
ill not only enjoy the excitem

ent and quick pace of the w
riting, especially the boxing

scenes, but w
ill also be intrigued by this new

 character, the deranged-but-benevolent Starkey.
Reading the other three novels in the series w

ill help readers to better understand the supporting
characters, m

any of w
hom

 have played m
ajor roles in the previous stories.

Bill Konigsberg
Tem

pe, A
Z

The W
ay A D

oor Closes by H
ope A

nita Sm
ith

Loss of a Parent/Poetry
H

enry H
olt and C

om
pany, 2003, 52 pp. $18.95

ISBN
: 0-8050-6477-X

This collection of poem
s all revolves around 13-year-old C

.J. This collection is w
ritten

in story form
. Each poem

 represents a different fam
ily m

em
ber w

ho explains a bit of
their life. G

randm
om

m
a explains how

 she had to sit on the back of the bus during seg-
regation.  D

addy tells C
.J. he is “alm

os’ a m
an.” Then everything changes after D

addy
loses his job. H

e leaves the fam
ily. The fam

ily goes through a great deal of pain but
learns to heal. A

lm
ost a year later D

addy returns. This tim
e C

.J. know
s D

addy is going
to stay. Through these poem

s C
.J. finds a w

ay to show
 his hurt, healing and the pow

er
to “open the door again.” 

I w
ould use this book w

hen teaching about segregation and in m
y poetry unit. This

collection is a terrific exam
ple of a different form

at poem
s can take. Students could

w
rite a different ending to this story by creating different poem

s. They could w
rite

about how
 this collection of poem

s affected them
 w

hen then read them
.Paula Schuster

N
ew

 H
arbor, M

aine
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Publishers w
ho w

ish to subm
it a book for possible review

, send a copy
of the book to:

Lori G
oodson

409 Cherry Circle
M

anhattan, K
S 66503

To subm
it a review

 for possible publication or to becom
e a review

er,
contact Lori G

oodson at lagoodson@
cox.net
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