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E
lijah

 of B
u
xton

 by C
hristopher Paul C

urtis
Slavery/A

bolition
/C

an
ada

Scholastic Press, 2007, 342 pp., $16.99
ISB

N
-13: 978-0-439-02344-3

O
ccasionally a book com

es along that has us laughing one second and sw
allow

ing the
lum

p in our throats the next; that brands haunting im
ages into our brains, through the

fresh voice of an irrepressible character. T
hat w

ould be 11-year-old Elijah, the first child
born free in B

uxton, C
anada, across the border from

 D
etroit. M

ischievous Elijah, fa-
m

ous for once throw
ing up on Frederick D

ouglass, is the heart of B
uxton. N

ow
 he

yearns to be “grow
ned up,” w

hich – thanks to a skillful author —
 happens both gradu-

ally and suddenly, w
hen Elijah em

barks on a dangerous odyssey into A
m

erica.

T
his is C

urtis’s m
ost fully realized novel, about fam

ily, hum
an connections, and the

passion for freedom
. T

hough w
ritten in m

odified dialect, the language flow
s and rolls

off the page like poetry. Incidentally, B
uxton truly w

as a safe-haven colony, yet A
m

eri-
cans know

 little about w
here runaw

ays settled w
hen they reached C

anada. R
ecom

-
m

ended for ages 9 and up, this is a hum
dinger of a tale that tw

ists and turns and breaks
our hearts, before catapulting us to the sad, yet trium

phant ending.
Lois R

uby
A

lbuquerque, N
M

G
regor an

d th
e C

ode of th
e C

law
 by Suzanne C

ollins
Fantasy/A

dventure
Scholastic, 2007, 412 pp., $17.99

ISB
N

: 978-0-439-79143-4

A
fter backstabbing, infighting, and lying, the U

nderland is finally at w
ar w

ith each
species, sizing up w

hat side to take—
side w

ith the hum
ans and G

regor, their w
arrior,

or side w
ith the rats and their leader, the one w

hite rat, the B
ane. If G

regor had spared
the B

ane’s life as a pup, w
ould the w

ar still com
e? W

ould another leader m
ake a

difference? So m
uch hate and distrust betw

een the species w
as bound to erupt in w

ar.
C

ollins is a m
aster of w

riting an authentic battle, not everyone survives. N
or should

they. B
ut it isn’t necessarily the w

arrior that saves the day. H
is sister has an im

portant
role to play in putting the U

nderw
orld back together again.

T
his is the last book in a sophisticated series that should be required reading. C

ollins
deals w

ith prophecies like poetry, logic, echolocation, and politics. It w
ould fit in all

subjects in m
iddle grades content area classroom

s.
Faith H

. W
allace

K
ennesaw

, G
A

A
 Frien

dsh
ip for Today by Patricia M

cK
issack

H
istorical Fiction/R

ace Issues
Scholastic, 2007, 240 pp., $16.99

ISB
N

-13: 978-0-439-66098

A
 brood of neighborhood enem

ies and parents on the brink of divorce should be the
bulk of 12-year-old R

osem
ary Patterson’s w

orries. B
ut there is one m

ore thing loom
ing:

sixth grade at one of the nation’s first racially integrated schools. Loosely based on
author Patricia M

cK
issack’s ow

n childhood experience grow
ing up during the m

onu-
m

ental m
om

ents of the C
ivil R

ights era, A
 Frien

dship for Today is about the tenacity of
a young trailblazer and the ability of friendship to overcom

e obstacles.

C
om

pounding R
osem

ary’s troubles, her best friend J.J. is stricken w
ith polio just be-

fore school begins, leaving R
osem

ary as the only black student in her class at a resis-
tant elem

entary school. T
hen, w

alking into room
 123 on the first day, R

osem
ary is face-

to-face w
ith G

race the Tasteless, her sw
orn enem

y and a know
n racist. H

ow
ever, though

it takes a series of incidents to bond the girls, eventually they form
 a friendship stron-

ger than the forces that threaten to pull it apart.

Frien
dship is an artfully told story that brings the brim

m
ing tension of the 1950s to life.

Jennifer Funk
R

aleigh, N
C

G
ym

 C
an

dy by C
arl D

euker
Sports/Steroids

H
oughton M

ifflin, 2007, 313 pp., $16.00
ISB

N
-13: 978-0-618-77713-6

W
ith G

ym
 C

an
dy, C

arl D
euker presents a young athlete’s journey through abuse of

perform
ance enhancing drugs. M

ick Johnson’s father w
as a failure as a professional

football player, and he puts enorm
ous pressure on his son to succeed in the sport. H

eld
back a year from

 starting kindergarten so he w
ould be bigger than the other boys, M

ick
struggles to find his ow

n identity as som
ething other than a football player. Eventually

he connects w
ith a personal trainer w

ho gets him
 started taking steroids. W

hile the
effects are positive at first, eventually the drugs cause his behavior to becom

e increas-
ingly erratic as he sinks into despair. T

he book ends on a positive note, but the ending
recognizes the on-going struggle confronting those recovering from

 substance abuse.

G
iven the on-going interest in the use of perform

ance-enhancing drugs by professional
athletes, G

ym
 C

an
dy should hold strong appeal to sports fans (particularly m

iddle
school and high school boys), and the book’s sim

ple, uncluttered prose should be
accessible to non-readers and struggling readers.

F. Todd G
oodson

M
anhattan, K

S
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N
ovem

ber B
lu

es by Sharon M
. D

raper
Teen Pregnancy/D

eath
A

theneum
, 2007, 316 pp., $16.99

ISB
N

-13: 978-1-4169-0698-8

N
ovem

ber B
lues is the sequel to D

raper’s T
he B

attle of Jericho. Josh’s death has affected
so m

any of his friends and fam
ily. Jericho, his cousin, has given up his first love—

playing trum
pet. N

ovem
ber, his girlfriend, grapples w

ith his disappearance and the
new

 addition he has left behind—
his unborn daughter. Jericho tries to deal w

ith his
grief by trying out for the football team

. N
ovem

ber tries to hide her pregnancy for as
long as she can. Josh’s parents segregate them

selves from
 everyone until they find out

about the pregnancy. T
hey see the baby as a w

ay to have a piece of Josh in their lives
and hire a law

yer to create docum
ents to allow

 them
 to adopt N

ovem
ber’s baby. N

o-
vem

ber is at a crossroads. Is giving the baby up the right thing to do?

T
his book is recom

m
ended for m

iddle and high school students. T
here are no instances

of profanity or sexual scenes. D
raper has w

ritten another fine book that addresses the
choices adolescents m

ust m
ake and their consequences.A

njeanette C
. A

lexander-Sm
ith

Tallahassee, FLA

O
u
tside R

u
les: Sh

ort Stories abou
t N

on
con

form
ist You

th
Short Stories

edited by C
laire R

obson
Persea B

ooks, 2007, 178 pp., $9.95
ISB

N
-13: 978-0-89255-316-7

T
his collection of 14 short stories explores the w

orld of young protagonists w
ho m

ight
be considered nonconform

ists, though it could be read m
ore broadly as a literary ex-

ploration of the concept of differen
ce . Since alm

ost everyone feels like an outsider at
som

e point, young readers w
ill not only be able to em

pathize w
hen the protagonists in

these stories struggle, but they w
ill also share in the joy of occasional trium

phs.

R
obson’s collection of stories grants the readers a unique glim

pse into characters trying
to find their courage, voices, and – ultim

ately – their places in the w
orld, no m

atter
how

 far from
 the m

argins they m
ay find them

selves. O
n just a few

 occasions, som
e of

the language m
ay be considered a bit indelicate for younger readers, and not all of

these stories end on a hopeful note.

A
s w

ith any collection, the quality of the stories varies, but as a w
hole, the book deals

seriously w
ith the idea of valuing individuality m

ore than conform
ity.K

evin K
ienholz

Em
poria, K

S

P
u
sh

in
g Pau

se by C
eleste O

. N
orfleet

True to Life/Fam
ily Secrets

K
im

ani T
RU

, 2007, 248 pp., $9.99
ISB

N
-13: 978-0-373-83085-5

K
enisha Lew

is is a 15-year-old girl w
ho is spoiled by her parents. She holds her head

high above others. W
hy shouldn’t she? K

enisha and her girls, Jalisa, C
hili, and D

ia-
m

ond, have the hottest m
oves in dance class. She also has the finest, N

BA
-bound

boyfriend in the palm
 of her hand, or so she thinks. B

ut behind the glam
orous lifestyle,

events threaten to rip apart K
enisha’s life. H

er father decides to m
ove her and her

m
other out of the house so his pregnant girlfriend w

ill have a place to stay. She and her
m

other m
ove in w

ith her grandm
other and cousin, Jade, w

ho resents K
enisha’s pres-

ence. C
hili breaks the bond of friendship by going out w

ith K
enisha’s boyfriend. W

hile
this dram

a ensues, it only gets w
orse for her.

H
er m

other dies and, as a result of her death, K
enisha’s grandm

other tells her the truth.
Jade is her half-sister, not her cousin. K

enisha contem
plates suicide as she m

entally
w

restles w
ith her problem

s. T
his novel w

ill m
ake a great read for any high school

classroom
.

A
njeanette C

. A
lexander-Sm

ith
Tallahassee, FLA

O
ff-C

olor by Janet M
cD

onald
R

ace/Identity
Farrar, Straus and G

iroux, 2007, 163 pp., $16.00
ISB

N
: 978-0-374-37196-8

Safe and com
fortable in her m

iddle-class neighborhood, feisty 15-year-old C
am

eron
faces typical challenges—

dealing w
ith her single m

other, avoiding schoolw
ork, and

finding tim
e to text m

essage friends. H
er life takes an unexpected turn w

hen her m
other

loses her job and they are forced to m
ove to a public housing project.

M
cD

onald’s novel takes a turn w
hen C

am
eron uncovers a photo of her father and

discovers she is bi-racial. C
am

eron w
orks through the process, then, of straddling tw

o
w

orlds and figuring out how
 her new

 sense of ethnicity m
ight allow

 her to fit into both
her old life and her new

 neighborhood. T
he issue of race perm

eates this book, infusing
every elem

ent of C
am

eron’s fam
ily life, friendships, and even school assignm

ents. T
he

novel’s title not only alludes to the focus on the com
plicated issue of race, but it also

occasionally serves as an apt description of the book’s frank dialogue.

M
cD

onald’s novel sheds light on one girl’s journey tow
ard understanding her ow

n
racial identity w

hile prom
pting readers to consider the m

eaning of ethnicity.
K

evin K
ienholz

Em
poria, K

S
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T
h
e R

u
les for H

earts by Sara Ryan
T

heater/G
ay-lesbian Issues

V
iking, 2007, 224 pp., $16.99

ISB
N

: 978-0-670-05906-5

B
attle D

avies is headed to college. She has talked her parents into letting her go for the
sum

m
er to get fam

iliar w
ith the area before classes start. W

hat she doesn’t tell them
 is

that she w
ill be living w

ith the brother w
ho ran aw

ay from
 hom

e years earlier.

Like m
ost teenagers, B

attle has a lot to learn. H
er brother has changed from

 the guy
alw

ays w
illing to let her tag along to a m

an w
ho rarely puts the needs of others above

his ow
n. B

attle is exploring her creative side and sexual tendencies.

B
etw

een her part in A
 M

idsum
m

er N
ight’s D

ream
 and the daily dram

a of her room
-

m
ates, B

attle has to determ
ine her role in her ow

n life. T
he Rules for H

earts is an
interesting look at com

ing of age.
D

iana C
ostello

M
arion, K

S

Sn
itch

 by A
llison van D

iepen
G

angs
Sim

on Pulse, 2007, 304 pp., $6.99
ISB

N
-10: 978-1-4169-5030-1

“Snitches get stitches” is a popular phrase on the streets and one that Julia is fam
iliar

w
ith in her gang-infested B

rooklyn high school. Julia is a top student, has a close circle
of friends, and has avoided all of the gang dram

a that’s been going on around her for
years, so w

hy w
ould she be interested in joining the C

rips?

In this fast-paced book, van D
iepen explores the gang culture that plagues m

any of our
inner-city schools and the reasons so m

any teens find them
selves attracted to the gang

lifestyle. If you liked Street Pharm
, you w

on’t w
ant to m

iss this one.
Jennifer Lee

Louisville, K
Y

Satu
rday N

igh
t D

irt by W
ill W

eaver
Sports/R

acing/Series novels
Farrar, Straus &

 G
iroux, 2008, 163 pp., $14.95

ISB
N

: 978-0-374-35060-4

A
 group of car racing-fanatic teens and adults live for Saturday night racing in this new

series. M
el and her father, a disabled race car driver, ow

n a financially strapped, sm
all-

tow
n dirt track. M

el doesn’t know
 the history behind her father’s tragic accident. Trace,

his father, D
on, and their m

echanic, Larry, can’t get their act together. Is Trace a bad
driver, or does Larry not w

ant him
 to w

in? T
hen there’s Patrick, the teen w

ho parks
cars and has a crush on M

el; M
aurice, the 59-year-old N

avy vet, H
eadw

aters Speedw
ay’s

flagm
an, and B

eau, A
m

ber, and Sonny w
ho are out to beat one another on the track.

T
his book builds slow

ly. T
he first third of the book introduces 10 key characters and

other m
inor ones in short chapters. For that reason, it m

ay not be a favorite for teens
w

ho enjoy m
aking deep connections w

ith characters; how
ever, racing fans and teens

w
ho prefer action over character developm

ent m
ay consider this book a sure w

inner.
Pam

 B. C
ole

K
ennesaw

, G
A

Som
eday T

h
is Pain

 W
ill B

e U
sefu

l to You
G

row
ing U

p/R
elationships

by Peter C
am

eron
Frances Foster B

ooks/Farrar Straus G
iroux, 2007,

ISB
N

: 978-0-374-30989-3
229 pp., $16.00

Som
eday T

his Pain
 W

ill B
e U

seful to You is the story of Jam
es Sveck, a young m

an w
ho

is caught in the transitional sum
m

er betw
een high school and college. T

he problem
 is

that he finds him
self draw

n aw
ay from

 college, because, as he says, “I don’t like people
in general and people m

y age in particular, and people m
y age are the ones w

ho go to
college” (p. 39). C

om
parisons betw

een Jam
es and H

olden C
aulfield are not unreason-

able: Jam
es is charm

ing, w
itty, and able to point out w

hat is w
rong w

ith everything
under the stars. Jam

es is an engaging narrator and, even w
hen he does som

e pretty bad
stuff, you still find yourself hoping everything turns out okay for him

. Som
eday T

his
Pain

 W
ill B

e U
seful To You is equal parts com

ical and heartrending, but entirely enter-
taining.

Luke D
avis

Fayetteville, A
R
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T
h
is Is P

u
sh

 edited by D
avid Levithan

C
ontem

porary C
ontroversial Issues

Scholastic, 2007, 232 pp., $6.99
ISB

N
: 978-0-439-89028-1

T
his is a collection of short stories, poetry, and plays by young w

riters. Every selection
seem

s to push the lim
its of w

hat w
e, as a society, feel is appropriate for young adults to

read.

Topics include drugs, parents in prison, sex, m
oving aw

ay from
 hom

e, cultural divi-
sion, drug dealing, violence, suicide, eating disorders, and hom

osexuality. It is told in a
straightforw

ard, authentic voice, to w
hich young adults ages 17 and beyond can relate.

R
eading this book w

as an enjoyable, page-turning experience. Each story tackles one of
the m

ore prevalent and oftentim
es saddening issues of today. It w

ould m
ake a perfect

springboard for creative w
riters, especially upperclassm

en, to w
rite their ow

n true-life
tales.

A
ngela M

cC
utcheon

Fayetteville, A
R

W
h
o W

as First? D
iscoverin

g th
e A

m
ericas by  R

ussell Freedm
an

H
istory

C
larion B

ooks, 2007, 88 pp., $19.00
ISB

N
-13: 978-0-618-66391-0

Freedm
an’s brief history of exploration and im

m
igration of the A

m
ericas provides an

accessible overview
 of w

hat is and is not know
n about the subject. Taking care to

distinguish established facts from
 speculative theory, W

ho W
as First begins w

ith C
o-

lum
bus and subsequent Spanish explorers of C

entral and South A
m

erica. T
he text then

m
oves to a m

ore speculative chapter devoted to the evidence of C
hinese contact w

ith
the “N

ew
 W

orld.” Follow
ing a chapter devoted to Leif Eriksson and V

iking explorers
and possible settlers, the text turns to a discussion of the likely im

m
igration patterns of

those w
ho w

ould becom
e N

ative A
m

ericans.

W
hile m

ost everything covered in the book is available in history textbooks, W
ho W

as
First does provide an interesting sum

m
ary of issues surrounding the “discovery” of the

A
m

ericas. T
he book is especially appropriate for m

iddle school students, although it is
a source that could possibly interest reluctant high school readers. T

he book refuses to
take sides on the im

plications of this discussion, so it w
ould be an ideal jum

ping-off
point for class discussions and/or debates.

F. Todd G
oodson

M
anhattan, K

S

T
h
e U

n
m

akin
g of D

u
n
can

 Veerick by B
etty Levin

M
ystery

Front Street, 2007, 212 pp., $16.95
ISB

N
: 978-1-932425-96-3

D
uncan Veerick’s life is com

plicated enough. B
etw

een school, his sister, and his irritat-
ing neighbor, he has m

ore than enough trouble. W
hen his eccentric neighbor has a

stroke, D
uncan tries everything in his pow

er to get out of taking care of her hyper dog.
A

fter A
strid Valentine returns from

 the hospital, D
uncan finds him

self at her beckon
call.

A
strid asks D

uncan to hide som
e junk that engulfs her house from

 her prying nephew
,

starting a chain of events that could literally ruin D
uncan’s life. D

uncan finds him
self

accused of m
urder and arson. It’s a race against tim

e as D
uncan tries to find the real

crim
inal and clear his nam

e.

T
he U

n
m

akin
g of D

un
can

 Veerick is a classic case of “no good deed w
ill go unpun-

ished.” T
he characters are rich and surprising. Levin does an excellent job of tricking

the reader into caring about them
, especially A

strid Valentine. M
iddle school readers

w
ill surely sym

pathize w
ith D

uncan’s plight, as w
ell as w

ith his annoyance at his sister.
K

arolinde Young
M

anhattan, K
S

P
u
blish

ers w
h
o w

ish
 to su

bm
it a book for possible review

 sh
ou

ld sen
d

a copy of th
e book to:

Lori G
oodson

409 C
h
erry C

ircle
M

an
h
attan

, K
S 66503

To su
bm

it a review
 for possible pu

blication
 or to becom

e a review
er,

con
tact Lori G

oodson
 at lagoodson

@
cox.n

et
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