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The Journal of Technology Studies (JOTS) is the flagship, peer-reviewed journal of Epsilon Pi Tau, an international
honor society for technology professions.  Two print issues per year are mailed to all members of the society as well
as to academic and general libraries around the globe.  Print issues are added to the archive of previous issues which are
maintained  in electronic format only.  All issues, both print issues and those published in electronic format, are avail-
able free online at scholar.lib.vt.edu/ejournals/jots.  The journal is indexed in Current Index to Journals of Education,
the International Bibliography of the Social Sciences, and by VOCED, the UNESCO/NCVER research database for
technical and vocational education and training maintained by NCVER in Adelaide, Australia (www.voced.edu.au).

A refereed publication of                      The International Honor Society for Professions in Technology.

SUBJECT FOCUS
JOTS welcomes original manuscripts from scholars world-
wide focused on the depth and breadth of technology as
practiced and understood past, present, and future.  Epsilon
Pi Tau, as perhaps the most comprehensive honor society
among technology professions, seeks to provide up-to-date
and insightful information to its increasingly diverse mem-
bership as well as the broader public.  Authors need not be
members of the society in order to submit manuscripts for
consideration.  Contributions from academe, government,
and the private sector are equally welcome. 

An overview of  the breadth of topics of potential interest
to our readers can be gained from the 17 subclasses within
the “Technology” category in the Library of Congress clas-
sification scheme (<lcweb.loc.gov.catdir/cpso/lcco/lcco_t.pdf>).
Authors are strongly urged to peruse this list as they con-
sider developing articles for journal consideration.  In
addition, JOTS is interested in manuscripts that provide: 

• brief biographical portraits of leaders in technology that
highlight the individuals made in distinct fields of 
technology or its wider appreciation within society,

• thoughtful reflections about technology practice,
• insights about personal transitions in technology from

formal education to the work environment or vice versa,
• anthropology, economics, history, philosophy, and

sociology of technology,
• technology within society and its relationship to other

disciplines,
• technology policy at local, national, and international levels,
• comparative studies of technology development, imple-

mentation, and/or education,

• industrial research and development, or
• new and emerging technologies and technology’s

role in shaping the future.

The immense diversity of technology, along with its appli-
cations and import, requires that authors communicate
clearly, concisely, and only semi-technically to readers
from a diverse set of backgrounds.  Authors may assume
some technical background on the part of the reader but
not in-depth knowledge of the particular technology that is
the focus of the article.  Highly technical articles on any
field of technology are not within the purview of the jour-
nal.  Articles whose focus has been extensively explored in
prior issues of the journal are only of potential interest if
they (a) open up entirely new vistas on the topic, (b) pro-
vide significant new information or data that overturn or
modify prior conceptions, or (c) engage substantially one
or more previously published articles in a debate that is
likely to interest and inform readers.  Syntheses of devel-
opments within a given field of technology are welcome as
are metanalyses of research regarding a particular technol-
ogy, its applications, or the process of technical education
and/or skill acquisition.  Research studies should employ
methodological procedures appropriate to the problem
being addressed and must evince suitable design, execu-
tion, analysis, and conclusions.  Surveys, for example, that
exhibit any or all of the following characteristics are of no
interest to the journal: (a) insufficient awareness of prior
research on this topic, (b) insufficient sample size,
(c) improper survey design, (d) inappropriate survey
administration, (e) high mortality, (f) inadequate statistical
analysis, and/or (g) conclusions not supported by either the
data or the research design employed.  The JOTS is neutral
in regards to qualitative, quantitative, or mixed method
approaches to research but insists on research quality.

The Journal of Technology Studies

Promoting Excellence in Preparation and Excellence in Practice

The Board of Editors of The Journal of Technology Studies and the Board of Directors are pleased to
announce the recipient of the Paul T. Hiser Exemplary Publication Award for Volume XXVIII, 2002.

The Board of Directors established this award for deserving scholars. In recognition for his exemplary
service to the profession and to the honorary as a Trustee and Director, the award bears Dr. Hiser’s
name. It is given to the author or authors of articles judged to be the best of those published each year
in this journal.

Selection Process
Each member of the Editorial Board recommends the manuscript that he or she considers the best of
those reviewed during the year. The editor forwards copies of nominated manuscripts to the members of
the board for their evaluation against the criteria.

A majority vote of the editors is required for the award to be made. The honorary’s Board of Directors
renders final approval of the process and the award.

Criteria
1. The subject matter of the manuscript must be clearly in the domain of one or more of the

professions in technology.

2. The article should be exemplary in one or more of the following ways:
• Ground-breaking philosophical thought.
• Historical consequence in that it contains significant lessons for the present and the future.
• Innovative research methodology and design.
• Trends or issues that currently influence the field or are likely to affect it.
• Unique yet probable solutions to current or future problems.

A $300 award recognizes the recipient(s) for the year and is presented during an Epsilon Pi Tau program
at an annual professional association conference.

The 2002 Paul T. Hiser
Exemplary Publication Award

Recipient

James G. Edwards
“Samson’s Hair: Denuding the Technology Curriculum”

                         


