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Messages from Our Publishers

The Smithfield Saga

The story of William Preston’s Smithfield is quintessentially American,
with all the excitement and optimism that defines such a saga, but also with
the darkness and troubles that so often, perhaps necessarily, accompany the
good. Smithfield’s patriarch, Col. William Preston, was an Irish immigrant
who followed in the footsteps of his already successful immigrant uncle,
James Patton. In the wilds of the Virginia frontier, William became a
successful surveyor and militiaman.

In 1755, Colonel Preston inherited a large portion of Draper’s
Meadows (in what is now Blacksburg, Virginia) from Patton, who was
killed when indigenous peoples attacked Draper’s Meadows. In 1772,
he built a home on this property and named it Smithfield after his wife,
Susanna Smith Preston, who was part of the elite of the emerging American
society. The success William and Susanna found in western Virginia could
not have been imagined in the European homes of their ancestors. America
has been, and hopefully always will be, a land where people could hope and
aspire to be more, to contribute more, to realize more... From Smithfield,
William and Susanna witnessed a steady stream of westward migrants along
the Great Wagon Road heading toward their own dreams of success. From
Smithfield, William struggled to comprehend and articulate the cause for
American independence. He eventually supported this cause by signing the
Fincastle Resolutions and leading a militia in its name.

i



From Smithfield, William and Susanna’s heirs went out into the world,
making their marks as prominent leaders in the new American republic. Yes,
the Smithfield story is full of excitement and optimism, but it is also a story
of struggle and oppression. Between 1772 and 1865, much of Smithfield’s
success was born on the backs of one hundred ninety enslaved workers, and
the tide of westward migration that Smithfield represents pushed indigenous
peoples who had lived in the region for thousands of years farther and farther
from their native homes.

Today, William Preston’s Smithfield operates as an independent non-
profit museum. Its beautiful grounds and interactive displays encourage
guests to think about their places in history and learn from all those who
once called Smithfield home: the Preston Family, their enslaved workers,
and the native peoples they displaced. It is my hope that Smithfield’s values
of courage, leadership, and education will inspire a new generation to
shape a better future for all those who call Southwest Virginia home.

William Preston’s Smithfield is proud to sponsor The Smithfield
Review. May the hard work and collective wisdom it represents inspire you,
its readers, to visit Smithfield. Here you will find the heart and soul of the
region The Smithfield Review celebrates so well. Productive reading!

With warm regards,
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Ryan J. Spencer

Executive Director
Smithfield-Preston Foundation
RSpencer@HistoricSmithfield.org

v



Reconsidering Our Shared National Story

We humans love to tell stories about ourselves. It is how we explain,
to ourselves and to others, who we are. To relate my own past is to shape
how family, friends, co-workers, and strangers come to know me. As
interpreters of the past, historians are consummate storytellers. Historians
tell stories to help us understand who we are, to help us understand the
nature of the communities in which we live, to help us understand what it
means to be human. Our stories help us think in new ways about ourselves
and, hopefully, improve ourselves and our communities.

Most historians today seek to tell stories that include more perspectives
than those considered by earlier generations of historian. Many skilled
and brilliant scholars wrote celebratory histories of white settlement in
British North America and paid scant attention to enslaved Black people
and Native Americans whose stories seemed inconsequential to the march
toward democracy and freedom. Historians now consider the stories of the
enslaved and the dispossessed to be fundamental to our shared national
story; in consequence, we must fundamentally reshape the stories that have
been told. We must rethink who we are.

This is why the Virginia Tech Department of History is happy to
continue its support for The Smithfield Review, a venue for historians to
look again at the stories we have been told about the area of Virginia and
adjoining states that lie west of the Blue Ridge Mountains. I hope that
readers and authors will find the Review to be a place for looking at our
past anew. May we appreciate stories from many different perspectives and
traditions and use those stories to create a better future for all.

Brett L. Shadle
Professor and Chair
Department of History
Virginia Tech
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A Message from the Editors

Announcements

Marc Brodsky, public services and reference archivist in Special
Collections at Virginia Tech, has joined The Smithfield Review (TSR)
Editorial Board. Marc has helped numerous researchers in his professional
capacity, and we relish the opportunity to work with him. Aaron Purcell,
head of Special Collections, has left the board after fulfilling the time period
he had promised to serve, and we thank him for his contributions.

Changes have also occurred in the leaders of two of our publishers.
Attorney and Preston descendent Charles D. Fox IV now heads the
Smithfield-Preston Foundation, with historian Ryan Spencer serving
as executive director of Historic Smithfield®. And in Virginia Tech’s
Department of History, Professor Brett L. Shadle now chairs the department.
The leadership of these gentlemen in publishing 7SR is indicative of their
love of history and recognition of its value.

Contents and Acknowledgments

Volume 24 brings three articles focused on western Virginia and West
Virginia during the mid to late 1800s. Two carry us into tumultuous events
and difficult decisions required by the circumstances of what essentially
was a small civil war inside a larger civil war. The other article focuses on
the life of one person, including his singular role in Virginia Tech history.

In the first article, “Crossing into War: Hostages in Civil War Virginia
and West Virginia,” Randall S. Gooden examines the practice of hostage-
taking by two contending Virginia governments (one in Richmond, the
other in Wheeling) and the imprisoning of these hapless civilians. Both
governors ordered or condoned seizing hostages assumed to disagree with
them politically and offered those taken no opportunity to mount a legal
defense and no right of habeas corpus.

Next, the focus shifts to southwestern Virginia. “The Life and Times
of William Addison Caldwell” by Clara B. Cox looks at the first student
to enroll at Virginia Agricultural and Mechanical College (VAMC) in
Blackaburg. As Cox explores the life of “Add” Caldwell, she also tells the
early story of VAMC, which evolved into Virginia Tech.
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The third article, “To ‘whiten’ the Mountains: Abolishing Slavery in
West(ern) Virginia, 1861—1863,” returns readers to the West Virginia area
and the same time period. In it, Adam Zucconi addresses the role of the
divisive issue of slavery in creating a constitution for the Mountain State.
Ultimately, that document enshrined a gradual freeing of most enslaved
people but gave them few political or civil rights. Lawmakers’ treatment of
blacks reflected a desire to “whiten” West Virginia.

Volume 24 also includes Sharon B. Watkins’s book review of The
Blacksburg Drama: A history of Blacksburg in three acts. Written by
Hugh G. Campbell, the book provides a personal historical exploration of
Blacksburg and its region. Campbell’s goal was to “organize, generalize,
and synthesize” the town’s rich history in a way that presented that history
“as the drama that it is.” According to Watkins, he has succeeded in that
goal.

Additionally, Ryan Spencer, who manages Historic Smithfield®,
provided a photograph of a special document and its transcription for this
volume: an original letter written by Thomas Jefferson in 1771. As an
attorney and member of Virginia’s House of Burgesses, Jefferson was asked
by James McDowell, a relative of the Preston who founded Smithfield, to
provide a legal opinion regarding the bounty for wolf heads in Augusta and
Botetourt counties. The letter states that opinion.

The editors and editorial board extend sincere appreciation to these
authors and other contributors. Special acknowledgment goes to Barbara
Corbett for her graphic design talents and to Dan Thorp of the editorial
board for convincing Drs. Zucconi and Gooden to submit their two
outstanding articles. We also express sincere gratitude to the Smithfield-
Preston Foundation and Virginia Tech Department of History for publishing
the journal and to University Libraries, particularly Gail McMillan and
Peter Potter, for publishing The Smithfield Review online.

Editors: Clara B. Cox (history @vt.edu) and Sharon B. Watkins

The Smithfield Review Editorial Board:

Hugh G. Campbell, Founding Editor and Charter Member

Marc Brodsky Daniel B. Thorp, History Advisor
Charles L. Taylor, Charter Member  Sherry Joines Wyatt

See volumes 21, 22, and 23 of The Smithfield Review online at https://
scholar.lib.vt.edu/ejournals/smithfieldreview/.
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Crossing into War:
Hostages in Civil War Virginia and West Virginia

Randall S. Gooden

Introduction

Secession and civil war presented Virginia with perhaps the most
difficult crossroads in its history. The state’s government wrestled with the
choice over secession, and when secession came, a substantial part of the
state’s legislators and local officials—particularly in the west and along
the Potomac River—resisted the decision. Resistors declared the state
government in Richmond void and organized a state government, based
in Wheeling and designed to keep Virginia in the United States. While the
state government in Richmond declared allegiance to the Confederate States
of America and gave support to its military, the government at Wheeling
supported the military efforts of the United States. As an adjunct to the
creation of Virginia’s pro-Union government, a new state formed in the
midst of the Civil War and the dispute over state government legitimacy.
West Virginia came into being in 1863 with the permission of the Virginia
government at Wheeling and was admitted to the Union as a new state.
It established its capital at Wheeling, while the pro-Union government of
Virginia moved its headquarters to Alexandria, which had been quickly
occupied by federal forces soon after Virginia seceded.

In each of these transitions of government, the people of Virginia stood
at forks in the road. Individually, Virginians had to choose whether to follow
the government in Richmond, which possessed the institutional legacies of
the state, in adhering to the South and the Confederacy or whether to follow
the upstart government in Wheeling in order to remain aligned with the
United States and retain connections with the North and Midwest. Once
West Virginia was formed, residents in the west faced the same choices
over allegiance to that new state. Regarding national loyalties, the people of
Virginia had to decide whether they were citizens of the Confederate States
or the United States and their degree of sacrifice in lives and property to
their chosen countries.

For many Virginians, the choices seemed almost natural, determined
in large part by geography. Proximity to the Mason-Dixon Line and the Ohio
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River increased the affinity of the local people with Ohio and Pennsylvania
and heightened the chances that a county would be controlled by Union
authorities and military forces. If natural affinity did not exist, then societal
and political pressures helped people to decide their loyalties. Likewise,
residents of counties east of the Allegheny Mountains felt the same affinities
and pressures toward the Richmond government and the Confederacy.

Support f?r the Union and the New State in
West Virginia

Il 80-100%
M 50-79%
B 40-59%
| 120-39%
_0-19%

Support for the Union and the new state of West Virginia and its
government varied from county to county and from region to region.
The color of each county (see legend) indicates the level of that support
based on the results of Virginia’s secession referendum, votes on
the creation of the new state and ratification of its constitution, and
participation in the 1864 presidential and gubernatorial elections. Voter
turnout in the secession referendum (where available) or the 1860
presidential election provided the basis for comparison of number of
voters. The map shows support based on modern county boundaries
(map created by Randall S. Gooden using mapchart.net).




Crossing into War: Hostages in Civil War Virginia and West Virginia

In the counties in between, where affinities were less certain and
political control depended upon which military force occupied the area, the
choices were less clear. Peer pressure was much more localized. Loyalties
could be quite different from one valley to the next. For some, allegiances
depended upon local rivalries and personal ties and grudges. For many, a
third possibility prevailed as secession and war created a suspended state
where, instead of acting, they waited to be acted upon.

A Clarke County correspondent to the Alexandria Gazette and Virginia
Advertiser shared this uncertainty as secession brewed in the state. “I have
been, and am yet, a Union man—but the truth is,  am at a loss now what to
be,” he wrote in exasperation. “I feel now like going with the waves, land
where I may.” The writer added, “I would like to see the man now who can
see beyond the end of his nose, I care not how short it is.” Then, capturing
the mood in the middle counties, he wrote. “We on the border do not seem
to see things, and feel, as our friends south of us do [emphasis in original].””

The contesting state governments of Virginia and, later in the war, the
government of West Virginia each used their authority to persuade residents
toward a preferred path, and when people hesitated or resisted, they
employed strong-arm measures—enforced by military power—to force
those individuals along the path or to block their way entirely. Legislatures
and conventions defined disloyal and suspicious persons and enacted laws
and ordinances to control and penalize those who fit the definitions. A
hysterical atmosphere formed in which paranoia challenged practicality.
Such was the atmosphere that John C. Vance, a legislator from Harrison
County at the Second Wheeling Convention, where Virginia’s pro-Union
government was formed, warned that the convention was becoming a ““star
chamber”—just as the state convention in Richmond had become earlier
that spring—as it considered penalties against pro-Confederate citizens
within its reach.? Vance, himself, spent several weeks under arrest in Fort
McHenry in 1863 under suspicion of disloyalty to the Union.?

One particular measure evolved from the star chamber at Wheeling and
is the focus of this article. That measure is hostage-taking, which the pro-
Union state government and later the government of West Virginia employed.

Hostage-taking: A History of the Practice
Hostage-taking evokes thoughts of terrorism, of individual vulnerability,
and of uncertainty of friend and foe in gray areas between conventional
and guerilla warfare. Irene Herrmann and Daniel Palmieri, writing for
the International Review of the Red Cross, referred to the hostage as a
“haunting figure” and noted that among the victims of war, hostages occupy
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a special place. “The interest aroused by them is in inverse proportion to
their number, for even a single hostage becomes the focus of attention
and mobilizes public opinion,” Herrmann and Palmieri contended. They
suggested four reasons for this. First, hostage-taking, by its very brutality,
holds a strange fascination. Second, a high degree of innocence of the
victim, often accentuated by factors such as age, nationality, or profession,
underscores the non-involvement of hostages in the events that brought
about their capture. Third, the injustice done to the individual weighs upon
the collective subconscious like a latent threat to one and all. Finally, a
specter of death hangs over hostages. Yet, for all of the focus of attention
and mobilization of public opinion about hostages, Herrmann and Palmieri
concluded that the hostage, as an individual, remains a little- known figure.*

Military forces had practiced hostage-taking as far back as the eighth
century B.C.E. During that century, the Chinese exchanged hostages to
guarantee friendly relations between antagonists. Sometimes, Chinese armies
unilaterally took hostages to ensure pacification during negotiations for an
armistice or surrender. Dominant powers also held hostages to guarantee
the allegiance of a vassal country. Governments also kept hostages from
their own military forces or diplomatic delegations when they were sent to
the country’s borders or beyond to ensure that the main body did not defect.’

Western powers also practiced hostage-taking in ancient times. In
an exaggeration that pointed to the prevalence of the practice, it was said
that Caesar had more hostages than soldiers. Throughout their history, the
Romans seized hostages to guarantee good faith during negotiations and
adherence to the terms of peace agreements once they were concluded.
However, the Romans learned early that the keeping of hostages caused
logistical problems and proved ineffective in preventing opposition.®

The Roman practice continued beyond the time of the empire and
became a staple in the war powers of the nation-states of Europe. “Ever
since antiquity, such action has constituted a permissible expedient, as
frequent in peacetime as during war,” Ellen Hammer and Marina Salvin
observed as they reflected upon the history of hostage-taking as European
powers battled one another in World War II. In Europe, hostages were taken
historically to secure treaties, to force the payment of requisitions, to protect
or gain the return of people held by the enemy, for reprisals, and to maintain
order in occupied territories. The British ended the use of hostages in treaty-
making in the eighteenth century, but they were used for the other purposes
into the twentieth century.’

The European practice spilled over into the American colonies
and was used by colonial forces against one another and against Native
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Crossing into War: Hostages in Civil War Virginia and West Virginia

Americans, who had their own customs regarding hostages. When the
United States was created, its military forces followed European customs
of warfare. At the time of the Civil War, the War Department embodied its
concept of hostages into General Order No. 100. Article 54 stipulated that a
“hostage is a person accepted as a pledge for the fulfillment of an agreement
concluded between belligerents during the war, or in consequence of a war.”
It added, “[H]ostages are rare in the present age.” Article 55 followed with
the admonition that “if a hostage is accepted, he is treated like a prisoner of
war, according to rank and condition, as circumstances may admit.”® Rather
than emphasize the right of the U.S. Army to take hostages, the order put
written rules in place for hostages for the first time. The earlier U.S. Articles
of War in 1775, 1776, and 1806 made no mention of hostages, although the
custom informally existed. General Order No. 100 recognized that the Civil
War was different. It was a total war, an impersonalized war, which affected
the military and civilians alike in very personal ways. Mark E. Neely Jr.,
in The Fate of Liberty, noted that “the practice of taking hostages never
seems to have lived up even to the rough standard of justice in General
Order No. 100.” While Neely observed that the practice of hostage-taking

After holding its first meeting in Wheeling’s Washington Hall, the Second Wheeling
Convention moved its remaining meetings to the Wheeling Custom House (above), known
today as the West Virginia Independence Hall (source: Wikipedia).
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declined after the Lincoln Administration issued General Order No. 100,
Webb Garrison maintained in Civil War Hostages that the “use of hostages
continued throughout the conflict.” He suggested that the number of hostages
taken is sketchy because of the lack of records.'”

Hostage-taking in Virginia and West Virginia

The evolution of Virginia’s—and later West Virginia’s—authority to
seize hostages came from an ordinance of the Second Wheeling Convention,
which allowed the governor to arrest suspicious persons. The pro-Union
governor, Francis H. Pierpont, in one case, stretched the ordinance to use
a suspicious person as a hostage to compel the release of a pro-Union
Virginian whom Confederate authorities held as a political prisoner. That
solitary case involved Thomas A. Roberts, a member of the Second Wheeling
Convention. Following the first session of the convention in June 1861,
Roberts returned from the convention to his home in Roane County and
began recruiting for the Union Army and soon faced a dangerous situation.
Confederate Capt. Albert G. Ingraham, a resident of the county, stationed
a company at the town of Reedyville near Roberts’ residence."" Ingraham
intended to capture Roberts, who did not stay in his own house for weeks
while “his footsteps were continually
dogged by his secession neighbors,”
according to his own account,
published in the Wheeling Daily
Intelligencer. On July 29, Roberts
“was pounced upon by twelve men at
the house of a neighbor.” His captors
tied Roberts to a horse and rode him
through the night to Charleston,
sixty miles away. There, he appeared
before Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise,
who insisted that Roberts swear
loyalty to the Confederacy. When he
refused and argued with Wise, the
general sent Roberts to Richmond for
imprisonment. '?

During Roberts’s confinement,
Gov. Francis Harrison Pierpont The Second Wheeling Convention,

ordered the arrest of Andrew Parks comprised of delegates representing thirty-
four counties, unanimously elected Francis

as a suspicious person. The elderly . Pierpont as governor in June 1861
Charleston attorney had replaced (courtesy of West Virginia State Archives).
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Unionist George W. Summers at the Richmond Convention in 1861 after
Summers had left the convention. Parks was considered a leading supporter
of the state government at Richmond. Pierpont used Parks as an unofficial
hostage for Roberts, even while Parks spent most of his captivity in a
Wheeling hospital. While newspapers boldly discussed Parks’s status as
a hostage, Pierpont avoided use of the term. He knew that his move had
skirted the bounds of his authority."

To be sure, hostage-taking was not unusual in the Civil War. The
national armies regularly took hostages. For instance, Confederate soldiers
captured Dr. William P. Rucker, a U.S. Army doctor, in Nicholas County,
and state authorities insisted that he be turned over to the sheriff of Allegany
County for trial for murder, horse stealing, and treason. While Jefferson
Davis drew a line against the treason charges, Confederate authorities
delivered Rucker to state officials. When the U.S. Army sought Rucker’s
release, the Confederates refused on the basis that Rucker’s captivity was a
civilian issue. Union commanders in the area responded by taking civilians
in Greenbrier County as hostages, and when the case reached the attention
of the War Department in Washington, several Confederate Army doctors in
U.S. custody were held as hostages.'* Nevertheless, the taking of hostages
under state authority was extraordinary, and the practice by the pro-Union
Virginia government and by West Virginia placed Virginians—and West
Virginians—at uneasy crossroads. Hostage-taking not only put partisan
civilians at risk, but it also placed those who waited to be acted upon in
vulnerable positions.

The practice of hostage-taking by the state came about formally as a
result of increasing arrests of pro-Union Virginians by the Confederates in
1862. Two events contributed to this situation: President Davis’s suspension
of the right of habeas corpus in the region and the organization of partisan
companies on the part of Virginia. The former allowed political prisoners
to be detained more easily; the latter provided the means for arrest. To be
fair, the Confederate moves took place in the atmosphere of federal arrests
of political prisoners and the use of pro-Union Virginia’s suspicious persons
ordinance. Nevertheless, Governor Pierpont felt the weight of political
pressures from his constituents over the arrests. In one such case, Eliza A.
Leavens of the Paint Creek area of Kanawha County, whose husband and
son had been carried away, pleaded to Pierpont, “Oh! Sir, is not your arm
of power long enough, and strong enough, to rescue and protect those who
are suffering for their steady adherence to the right, at the hands of these
traitors and robbers?”"?
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Pierpont asked legislators for authority to take hostages in his address to
them in December 1862, and an event soon afterwards pushed the legislature
into action.'® Shortly after New Years Day in 1863, Confederate raiders
arrested Sheriff James Trahern in Barbour County and robbed his home
and family. The editor of the Wheeling Intelligencer expressed confidence
“in the belief that our legislature will not let the Barbour county outrage go
unavenged to the uttermost,” and with such admonitions, lawmakers passed
a hostage law on February 4, 1863. The law stated that the governor

is hereby authorized and requested in all cases of the seizure of the
persons of loyal citizens of this state by any parties acting under the
authority of the so-called southern confederacy, the pretended state
government at Richmond or other military organizations acting in
sympathy or concert with them, or either of them, to seize and hold
as hostages for the safe rendition of such person or persons so seized
and held, so many persons of known disloyal sentiments as in his
discretion may be necessary to effect said rendition.'’

; e - e
N8| "Hostacxs.—Four citizens of Randolpb
€if | county waere brought to the city last even
®8€} ing and confined in the Athenmum. A few
DE | days sinco James Faris, a near relative of
b | the Sheriff of Randolph county, was carried
i3 | »f by guerrillas and taken down into Dix-

= lie. These four men have been arrested as
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Among the advertisements and back-page news, Wheeling newspapers kept
track of the hostages and other prisoners brought to the Athenacum, the
military prison in that city (source: Daily Register, Wheeling, West Virginia,
October 10, 1863, 3).
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When West Virginia became a state, it inherited Virginia’s laws, and
Gov. Arthur 1. Boreman received the same authority that Pierpont had held.
Under the law, when a Unionist was arrested by the Confederates, a citizen
(usually claiming loyalty to the Union) could swear by affidavit before a
justice of the peace or notary public that the arrest had occurred, designate
people in the area “of known disloyal sentiments,” and request the governor
to order the seizure of those people as hostages. Usually, several people
swore to the arrest and the disloyalty of the hostage candidates. In operation,
the governor knew little of local circumstances and often sought the advice
of Unionist leaders before taking hostages, but sometimes he simply relied
upon the weight of appeals from local residents for hostages to be taken.
The governor relied upon the cooperation of U.S. Army commanders in the
actual capture and transportation of hostages. County sheriffs, militia forces,
and home guard units generally lacked the security, transportation, and
manpower to deal with hostages. Once hostages were in custody, the army
sent them to Wheeling, where they were housed in the Athenaeum, a theatre
converted into a military prison. Some found themselves at Camp Chase in
Ohio when the Athenacum became overcrowded. The state separated the
hostages from other political prisoners on paper, but in actuality they found
themselves living together along with military prisoners who stayed at the
Athenaeum while in transit. In this situation, oversight of the prisoners
became shadowy. On one hand, hostages were taken under the governor’s
direction, but the U.S. Army captured them in most cases, and the army
provost marshal in Wheeling held responsibility for their custody. Actual
supervision of the hostages and others at the Athenaeum fell to U.S. Army
officers and soldiers of the Second West Virginia Exempt Company. '8

Confederate and Union Governments Oppose
State Hostage-taking

Neither the Confederate government nor the U.S. government
approved of hostage-taking by a state. Brig. Gen. John H. Winder, provost
marshal at Richmond, wrote to Confederate Secretary of War J. A. Seddon,
“It [the Confederacy] cannot recognize the right or power of the enemy to
coerce us into terms by the arrest of non-combatant private citizens.” He
shared his opinion that “this mode of warfare seems peculiarly acceptable
to them and if tolerated must be prosecuted on our part,” adding that “we
cannot permit ourselves to be seduced into even a quasi recognition of such

arrests as legitimate acts of war.”"
On the Union side, officials became aware of and disturbed about
Virginia’s hostage policy when, soon after the enactment of the hostage
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law, Governor Pierpont ordered the seizure of George W. Thompson, a
former U.S. attorney, congressman, and Ohio County circuit court judge,
as a hostage for the return of Barbour County Sheriff James Trahern, whom
Confederate soldiers had arrested. Thompson had been deemed “suspicious”
because of his vocal doubts about the constitutionality of Virginia’s pro-
Union government and because two of his sons served in the Confederate
Army. U.S. District Judge John J. Jackson Jr. issued a writ of habeas corpus
on behalf of Thompson. Pierpont insisted that the case was a state matter
and that the federal court had no jurisdiction. In the end, Judge Jackson ruled
that Thompson was a federal prisoner because of the role and responsibility
that the U.S. Army had for Thompson’s arrest and imprisonment. The judge
released Thompson and banished him from the state, which meant that
Thompson moved across the Ohio River to Belmont County, Ohio.?

The situation embarrassed the U.S. Army, and its implications
caught the attention of the War Department. On one hand, Thompson was
complicating politics and the war effort for the Union, but on the other hand,
the army believed that the state did not have the authority to take hostages
in order to pressure the Confederacy to release prisoners. Joseph Holt, the
judge advocate general of the U.S. Army, advised the secretary of war,

Theproceedings of Governor Pierpontin seizing and confining suspected
rebels in his vicinity, placing them in a chain gang and holding them
at hard labor until certain civilians and officers of West Virginia are
released and exchanged by the enemy is certainly an interference with
the disposition and treatment of prisoners of war which must needs be
very embarrassing to those officers to whom the control of prisoners
and their exchange has been expressly delegated by the ordinary police
power which he is authorized as governor to exercise.

Holt counseled intervention by the secretary on behalf of Thompson and
added that “seizing and holding hostages in reprisal for captures made by the
enemy is certainly an exercise of the war- making power, belonging exclusively
to the General Government, and which cannot be shared by the Governor
of the States without leading to deplorable complications.” In 1864, the War
Department notified Judge Jackson that it had no objection to Thompson
returning to West Virginia, and he was allowed to return to Wheeling.?!

For the army, the matter of hostage-taking by the state remained
complicated throughout the war. Union authorities at the highest levels, led
by Abraham Lincoln, proved sensitive to state rights, particularly in the
border states. The Lincoln Administration needed the support of loyal citizens
and governments in the upper South and the image that secession was not
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universally accepted there. The pro-Union government of Virginia and West
Virginia served his purposes. In addition, the reality in the field was that
many of the Union regiments in the area came from western Virginia, and
their commanders respected the state governments and sympathized with
the precarious political and social situations that the governors faced. As an
example, when members of the 37th Battalion of the 19th Virginia Cavalry
(Dunn’s Partisan Rangers) arrested Barbour County Militia Col. William
Price in July 1863, Capt. Fenelon Howes, commander of the company of
the 15th West Virginia Infantry stationed at Belington, assisted in selecting
hostages for Price. Howes insisted to Governor Boreman that the five men
whom he had chosen had regularly fed information to the Confederates about
Union troop movements in the vicinity of the B&O Railroad in neighboring
Harrison, Preston, and Taylor counties. Indeed, Howes personally knew
the men involved. Price’s son was a lieutenant in his company. Two of the
hostages had belonged to the
same Masonic lodge as Howes
before the rancor surrounding
secession had broken up
the lodge. The captain even
suggested that more hostages
be taken for Price.?

The dilemma in policy
and personal views led
Union commanders to take
the middle ground. When
Governor Boreman sent
an order for the seizure of
hostages to Brig. Gen. William
W. Averell, commander of
the Fourth Separate Brigade
at Beverly, in September
1863, Averell forwarded
the order to the headquarters
of the Department of West
Virginia in Clarksburg where

Arthur I. Boreman, a Parkersburg judge, became Brig. Gen. Benjamin F. Kell.ey
the first governor of West Virginia in June 1863 commanded. T. Melvin,
and systemized the hostage-taking procedure assistant adjutant general,
that Virginia’s pro-Union government had begun answered, “The General
(courtesy of West Virginia State Archives).

Comm’d’g cannot regard this
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document as a military order, and hence commends the course pursued in
forwarding it to these Hd.qrs.” Melvin continued,

But it may properly be regarded and treated as a request from the
Chief Executive of the State of West Virginia, and deeming the object
sought to be accomplished proper and advisable, and desiring to act in
concert and harmony with the State Authorities in all matters relating
to the public good, the General Commanding directs, that the arrests
be made and the parties turned over, as indicated within.?

Kelley’s instructions set precedent for the practice of Union commanders
regarding state hostages.

The Effects of Hostage-taking on Civilians

Political leaders and military commanders and soldiers certainly faced
difficulties regarding the hostage law, but ordinary people bore the brunt
of the situation. Hostage-taking presented one more of many crossroads
encountered by Virginians and West Virginians. The Jones-Imboden Raid
in the spring of 1863 thrust the war upon parts of western Virginia that had
enjoyed a respite from full-scale combat, and the Confederate foray into the
west created a number of hostage situations. One such episode took place in
the upper reaches of the Tygarts Valley in Randolph County, where soldiers
under Brig. Gen. John D. Imboden’s command captured John G. Bradley
and William S. Phares, both lieutenants in the pro-Union militia. Phares was
the brother of Randolph County Sheriff and Deputy U.S. Marshal Jesse F.
Phares. In retaliation, Governor Boreman asked the U.S. Army commander
at Beverly to take Alfred Hutton, Andrew M. Wamsley, Samuel Wamsley,
and Adam See, Confederate sympathizers in the vicinity, as hostages.**

The hostages lived in the same community as the Union men,
Bradley and Phares, and knew them and their families. Hutton, See, and the
Wamsleys requested that one of them be allowed to travel to Richmond to
seek the release of Bradley and Phares from Confederate custody, and the
governor granted their request. Hutton and Andrew M. Wamsley undertook
the task at their own expense. “I am pleased to inform you that we have
been able to procure the release of John G. Bradley,” Hutton reported to
Boreman from Richmond,

Wm. S. Phares was ordered to be released, but unfortunately for him
during his imprisonment his course both in actions and sentiments was
such, that the proof and memorials in his behalf, could not over come
them, and the result is that he is still held.
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Castle Thunder was an old tobacco warehouse in Richmond that Confederates used as a
military prison. Many political prisoners from western Virginia and West Virginia found
themselves incarcerated there (source: Famousphotoprints.com).

Hutton added in a vein of familiarity with the Unionists, “I will return
justas soon as I find that I can be of no more Service to my friend.”” Wamsley
updated the governor a week later with news that he had taken Bradley with
him to Beverly. He told the governor that he had walked approximately one
hundred miles from the rail head at Millboro in Bath County while Bradley
rode his horse, and Wamsley, who was fifty-one years old, was consequently
unwell. Hutton had stopped in Pocahontas County to recuperate from the
rigors of the journey and to petition Col. William L. “Mudwall” Jackson
for Phares’s release, as Jackson’s men had captured Phares, and Richmond
authorities required Jackson’s consent for Phares to be freed.?

During the same time, George D. Mollohan, a Unionist from Braxton
County in central West Virginia, suffered as an inmate in Castle Thunder
in Richmond. He wrote of his plight to Governor Boreman and painted the
picture of a family affected by the war: “Before I was arrested all of my
personal private property had been destroyed or carried off, reducing me
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to the necessity of supporting my children as a daily laborer.” Mollohan
continued, “Thence I left them without any means of subsistence and also
motherless and without any material protection.” Mollohan explained that
he was beyond military age and “becoming much enfeebled” and feared
that imprisonment would result in his death.?’

Mollohan’s harrowing experience before reaching Richmond
contributed to his physical state. On the night that he was captured,
Mollohan dined at the home of Capt. Nimrod H. Hyer of Company F of the
10th West Virginia Infantry along the Little Kanawha River. Hyer’s men
had been scouting the area from which they had been recruited, and several
had stopped to visit their families, including Hyer. Besides Mollohan, Hyer,
and Hyer’s family, four other soldiers and two civilians were present when a
force of Confederate partisans sought revenge for the capture and destruction
of property at their homes by the 10th West Virginia. A firefight ensued, but
Hyer surrendered to save his family, and the captain and his guests were
taken on an arduous journey across the mountainous terrain of Webster and
Pocahontas counties to the camp of William L. Jackson. The captors tied
the prisoners in pairs, but four of the soldiers managed to loosen their ropes,
and in the middle of the night, three of them escaped. The partisans released
the other civilians but continued to hold Mollohan and refused to give him
water. A local historian recorded that “the cruel treatment he received came
near ending his life.”?

During his captivity, Mollohan appealed to Boreman to arrange for the
exchange of him for Conrad Kuhl (pronounced Cool), a resident of Braxton
or Gilmer County, who had been held as a war criminal in Camp Chase
since 1861. Feeling powerless over the case, the governor instead ordered
that two hostages be seized for Mollohan. These were John Laurance, a
tanner from Bulltown in Braxton County, and former Virginia legislator and
prominent salt maker and slave owner Addison McLoughlin, for whom the
county seat of Webster County was named.?

As seen in the Braxton and Randolph county cases, hostages often
included older people. Younger men were more likely to be in military
service and thus out of reach of arrest. Also, older residents more likely
had the standing to make effective hostages since they were more likely to
be exchanged and to be successful negotiators in their exchanges. Still, as
in the case of Hutton and Wamsley (and Mollohan as a political prisoner in
Confederate hands), they also were more likely to suffer from captivity. At
least one man died as a hostage of the state of West Virginia. Maj. Joseph
Darr, the district provost marshal of the Union Army, ordered the arrest of
George Buchanon outside Wheeling in May 1863 without specifying charges
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(although he later claimed that Governor Pierpont had ordered Buchanon’s
arrest in 1862 for failure to comply with a call for the militia to muster).
After the state of West Virginia came into being, the commander at the
Athenaeum made Governor Boreman aware of Buchanon’s imprisonment
without charges. Boreman’s knowledge of Buchanon came from affidavits
from eight men who claimed that Buchanon bore the character of a disloyal
man, had denounced the government, and had said that President Lincoln
had violated the Constitution by waging war and issuing the Emancipation
Proclamation. On the other hand, one hundred thirty-nine people, including
eighteen Union soldiers, petitioned the governor to release Buchanon. They
claimed that he was, in fact, loyal. Boreman admitted later that he became
so annoyed by the petitions that he decided to hold Buchanon as a hostage
rather than release him.*

In February 1864, Buchanon himself wrote to the governor and asked
for the opportunity to see him. He wished to assist in gaining the release of
the unknown man for whom he was held hostage. Boreman refused to see
Buchanon. Two months later, Buchanon, who was more than fifty years
old, fell ill. He was sent to Wheeling Hospital, but the prison physician,
John Frizzell, believed that Buchanon would recover with care available
in the Athenacum and sent him back to the prison. He died on April 10,
1864.°' The Republican Wheeling Daily Intelligencer reported Buchanon’s
death with murky details about his arrest and confinement and noted the
efforts for his release.’> The Democratic Wheeling Daily Register reprinted
the report from the Daily Intelligencer and added, “[TThe complete history
of the case is enough to cause any man to shudder.” It admonished, “Some
person has incurred a fearful weight of responsibility in this matter, which
should rest heavily upon his soul [underlining in original].””*?

Much of the history of hostage-taking in Virginia and West Virginia
involved guerrilla actions and civilian grudges and animosities and
embroiled families, such as in the Mollohan case. A situation in Doddridge
County, in the northwestern part of the state, showed that women often not
only were victims but also participated in the grudges and animosities. A
pro-Confederate guerrilla band under John Righter operated in the region,
often targeting the B&O Railroad and Northwestern Railroad in Doddridge,
Harrison, Marion, and Wetzel counties but also plundering homes and farms.
In the fall of 1863, a group of women stepped forward and swore affidavits
before a justice of the peace to report activity along one of the guerrillas’
trails, including rendezvous. Martha E. Kile, Nancy Ann Kile, Ruth Bates,
Belinda Booker, Elisa Jane Coffman, Matilda Williams, Susannah Coffman,
and Sary Jane Shields identified men involved in a horse-stealing raid in the
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Irregular and outlaw forces on both sides often raided homes and farms, as depicted in
this sketch by W. D. Matthews, which appeared in Harper s Weekly in 1864. West Virginia
officials used hostage-taking in an effort to stem the seizure of Unionists by Confederate
partisans in such raids (source: Prints and Photographs Division, Library of Congress).

McElroy Creek neighborhood and accused one man, John Trader, of firing
a gun at a house to warn women and children there away from watching
him. Petitions to Governor Boreman with one hundred seventy-five names
followed the affidavits. The petitioners told the governor that they felt
that they were in a “helpless condition.” They pointed out that their “sons,
brothers and neighbors has volunteered in the service of our country and has
left their familys with the few Union men that is left at home.” The signers
wrote that the “Rebels has come and stolen our property and carried it away
to Dixey and they are fed and harberd by the Rebels and sympathizers
amongst us.” Additionally, they reported that they were left “at the mercy of
those prowling Hell hounds and Sesesh amongst us.”

The Fairmont National in Marion County noted the activities of
Righter’s men and commented, “It is very evident to every sensible man that
were it not that these guerrilla bands have their friends and sympathizers in
our very midst, they would not molest us with their visits.” The newspaper
suggested that if “these sympathizers do not join with the loyal people in their
efforts to suppress this guerrilla warfare, they should be held responsible for
the acts of those who are engaged in it.”**
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The petitions called for the governor to take C. B. Gain, Thomas Swiger,
William M. Bonnell, Samuel Beverline, and Thomas Ash as hostages. The
“Loyal citizens of Doddridge County” declared that the five men were
“violent Seseshtionist” and “un principold Scoundrels and leaders in the
Rebel cause and threatens the peace and property of the poor soldier and his
helpless family that is left amongst us.”* In response, Boreman ordered the
arrest of Gain, Swiger, Bonnell, Beverline, and Ash as hostages for Thomas
Kile and Ducket Gatrell, who were in Confederate custody, and ordered Lt.
Jesse F. Snodgrass of West’s Company B of the West Virginia Exempts to
execute the order. Snodgrass had added his name to those calling for the
men’s arrest.’’

A new problem arose, however. Numerous people came forward and
stated that none of the hostages was disloyal to the United States or West
Virginia. Indeed, one resident pointed out that Swiger served in the Union
Army. Others disputed the petitions to the governor and claimed that they
had never signed them or consented to their names being included on them.
These incidents point to the confusion, uncertainty, and even subterfuge
used to implicate enemies as disloyal. The governor depended upon local
information that was often flawed, biased, or falsified. Yet, it was not entirely
people on the local level who were at fault. The governor often acted in haste
in an effort to satisfy local demands or to exact penalties against supposed
Confederates. At the crux of the matter, however, was a flawed law, one
that allowed for extraordinary arrest and confinement without any appeal
beyond the arresting authority.

Conclusion

The hostage law existed simply as a function of war. It is true that
the Virginia government in Wheeling and the new state of West Virginia
used it in their insecurity toward those who opposed their existence, but the
law would never have been passed or enforced in peacetime. As it was, the
governors in Wheeling applied the law against people of “known disloyal
sentiments,” whether that disloyalty was to the Union or to the pro-Union
states. While affidavits, newspaper reports, letters, and voting records show
that levels of support that individuals manifested for pro-Union Virginia,
West Virginia, and the United States were not always the same, Governor
Pierpont and Governor Boreman and their governments equated the three.
A person might be opposed to the secession of Virginia from the Union and
still oppose secession from the state government at Richmond; a person
might oppose the Confederacy and the creation of West Virginia at the same
time. Still, within these very complicated dynamics, a simple fact remained.
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State governments were vehicles for national governments. In a strict
interpretation that perhaps allowed Pierpont and Boreman—and for that
matter Gov. John Letcher and Gov. William Smith in Richmond—to make
clearer sense of their work, the Wheeling governments supported the Union,
and the Richmond government supported the Confederacy, and the national
governments used the people and resources or those governments. So, in the
end, it is understandable if loyalty to state and nation became clouded for
the governors. In that sense, the governors and other state officials crossed
into war and continued to cross new boundaries as the war progressed.

To the ordinary citizen, though, the boundaries were more complicated,
and sometimes they crossed them without even realizing they had done so.
In the case of hostages, they may have qualified as “disloyal” when their
sons joined the Confederate forces, when Confederate guerrillas used the
trails across their farms, when they provided care to wounded Confederate
soldiers, or when an adversary maliciously labeled them. Those who thought
that age or inactivity in the conflict proved their neutrality sometimes found
themselves in the proverbial “wrong place at the wrong time” and even
discovered that their neutrality made them suspect.

This introduction to hostage-taking in Civil War Virginia and West
Virginia gives examples of the dilemmas faced by victims of the hostage
law and the people for whom they were held as hostages. It is a snapshot
of the human toll taken in a largely unknown corner of the war and in the
struggle over state authority.
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The Life and Times of William Addison Caldwell:
Virginia Tech’s First Student

Clara B. Cox

Introduction

The life of William Addison Caldwell, a native of Craig County,
Virginia, and an alumnus of Virginia Agricultural and Mechanical College
(VAMC, today’s Virginia Tech), did not differ much from the lives of
hundreds of other students who attended the small college in Blacksburg—
except in one respect. Caldwell, called “Add” by his family,' was the first
boy to register when VAMC, an all-male school, opened its doors as a land-
grant institution on October 1, 1872.2 And he walked twenty to twenty-eight
miles® across two mountains from his home in Craig County to do so.*

Except for that singular—and historic—event, Caldwell’s life was not
particularly remarkable, but because of his determination to get an education,
Virginia Tech views him as symbolic “of the change education makes in
the lives of those with the perseverance to pursue it.” This article looks at
Caldwell’s life, from his family’s roots in Craig County through his student
days at VAMC and from his professional life following his graduation to
his untimely death in Wilmington, North Carolina. Since few documents
about Caldwell exist, many of the details of his life must be surmised from
materials that provide generalities about Craig County life in his day, give
information on the early years of VAMC, or relate to reported events of
organizations—such as the VAMC Corps of Cadets—to which he belonged.

The Caldwell Family

William Addison Caldwell was born on January 10, 1856, to George
Charlton Caldwell (1832—1904) and his wife, Lorena Elizabeth Givens
(1833—1914), in the Sinking Creek area of Craig County.® He was the second
of their eleven children, and his siblings were Milton McHenry “Mic”
(1854—1939), Frank Braxton (1858—1925), Byron Wiley (1860—1945),
Annie Lorena (1862—1939), Permelia Grace “Gracie” (1864—1962), Benton
Montgomery (1868—1876), Nellie Blanche “Nell” (1870—1945), Ida L.
(1872—1878), Charles Minor “Charlie” (1874—1938),” and Emmett Gambill
“Gam” (1877-1960).
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Although not all of the Caldwell siblings appear in this photograph, taken after they reached
adulthood, it does show most of them: left to right, front row, Milton “Mic,” William
Addison “Add,” Frank, and Byron; back row, Permelia Grace “Gracie,” Charles “Charlie,”
Nellie “Nell,” and Gambill “Gam” (courtesy of Special Collections, Virginia Tech).

What was once the Caldwell home place still looks out over farmland that was owned by
George Caldwell. George and his wife, Lorena, probably assigned chores, either on the
farm or in the house, to their children (photo by Clara B. Cox).
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Several generations of Caldwells had lived in Craig’s valleys since
the 1770s, when King George III of England granted land to their forebear,
John Caldwell.’ The land, rolling hills bordered by mountains in the Valley
and Ridge Province (physiographic region) of Virginia,'* had once been part
of Botetourt County, but that section of Botetourt and parts of Roanoke,
Montgomery, Giles, and Monroe (now in West Virginia) counties were
joined in 1851 to create the new county of Craig."!

George Caldwell served, at one time, as clerk of Craig County and
its circuit courts. In his later years, he moved those of his family who had
not left home to Radford, Virginia, and became involved in the real estate
business. However, he was a farmer for most of his life and owned land
in Craig County that he had inherited from his father, Archibald Caldwell
Jr."?; his land was valued at five thousand dollars in the 1860 census so it
can be assumed that he owned many acres."® His large, two-story frame
house, where his children were born, ' still sits above the base of a mountain,
providing a panoramic view of the farmland that he owned and beyond.'
Growing up on a farm, Add and his siblings surely had chores assigned to
them, which was customary for the children of farmers during the nineteenth
century.'® An enslaved person owned by their father before the Civil War!’
most likely aided with the farm work or helped Lorena Caldwell with her
household chores or did both.'

Add Caldwell’s father probably encouraged or made arrangements
for his children’s schooling after he returned from the Civil War, where he
served from its beginning to its end in Company C, 22nd Virginia Regiment,
reaching the rank of orderly sergeant.” According to J. C. Martin, who
examined the early history of education in Craig County, “The Confederate
[soldier] who had been deprived by the war of such educational advantages
as his time afforded was very anxious that his children . . . might have a
better opportunity than he [had] had.””® The method of educating Add and his
school-age siblings can only be surmised since the county’s school records
were destroyed by fire, but Craig County historian Jane Echols Johnston said
that the Caldwell children most likely attended a one- or two-room school
since several existed near the family farm at Sinking Creek. Or, she noted,
they may have been taught by an instructor hired to go into their home, another
method of education popular in the county among more prosperous residents.
Add most likely spent his last year or two as a Craig County student in a
public school since that system of education was introduced into the county
in 1870.2! By 1871, the county could boast of having thirteen public and four
private schools.?? After Add reached the age of sixteen, he was ready to move
beyond what he could acquire in the education system of Craig County.
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VAMC and Add Caldwell

The Commonwealth of Virginia was re-admitted to the Union on
January 26, 1870, nine years after the state had seceded to join other Southern
states in forming the Confederate States of America. On March 5, 1870,
fewer than two months later, the Virginia General Assembly voted to accept
the provisions of the Morrill Act, federal legislation enacted and signed into
law by President Abraham Lincoln during the Civil War. The act provided
each state that accepted its provisions with thirty thousand acres of federal
land per member of the state’s congressional delegation. The states were
authorized to sell the land and use the proceeds “to fund public colleges that
focused on agriculture and mechanical arts.”?* Within a week of the General
Assembly’s vote, nine schools in Virginia had applied to secure the funds
that the Morrill Act would make available. Before the General Assembly
made its decision two years later, some twenty-four Virginia schools, in
what the Daily Dispatch in Richmond dubbed the “War of the Colleges,”*
were vying for the funds. Among them was a small, relatively insignificant
boy’s college in Blacksburg known as the Preston and Olin Institute, which
was supported by the Baltimore Conference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, South.”

As a result of the planning and efforts of several men associated
or formerly associated with the Blacksburg college and the locality’s
representatives in Richmond,? the General Assembly designated Preston
and Olin as the state’s white land-grant institution. The designation required
Montgomery County to supply twenty thousand dollars for the college and
Preston and Olin itself to donate its property—a three-story brick building
and five acres of land*’—and change its name. The county and the school
acquiesced, and Preston and Olin Institute was converted into Virginia
Agricultural and Mechanical College in March of 1872.% Gov. Gilbert C.
Walker (1832—1885) appointed a board of visitors, and the board named
the college’s first president, Charles Landon Carter Minor (1835-1903),”
and a treasurer, V. E. Shepherd. The board also appointed a faculty of three
men: Brig. Gen. James Henry Lane, professor of natural philosophy and
chemistry, with military tactics assigned as well; Gray Carroll, professor of
mathematics, with the added assignment of modern languages; and Charles
Martin, professor of English language and literature, with ancient languages
also assigned. The board decided to offer a three-year program of study in
both agriculture and mechanical arts, although it determined it would delay
hiring professors in either area of study until January 1873.%° Hired that
month instead was W. B. Harvie as the farm manager,’' with John W. C.
Davis, professor of technical agriculture and natural history, and Dr. M. G.
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Ellzey, professor of technical mechanics, appointed in February.*> At some
point before or soon after the college opened, the board also hired a black
janitor and assistant to the faculty, Andrew Oliver, who served the institution
from its beginning probably until the early to mid-1880s. Oliver’s son,
named Andrew after his father, worked at the college as a messenger boy.*
In other action, the board determined that the first-year courses would be the
same for all students, and it set Tuesday, October 1, 1872, as opening day.*

g/

Charles Landon Carter Minor (above) was As a member of the cadet corps, Add

the first president of Virginia Agricultural Caldwell probably had more interactions

and Mechanical College and probably with Brig. Gen. James H. Lane (above)

taught the bookkeeping class taken by Add than any other college official since

Caldwell during his third year (courtesy of General Lane oversaw military operations

Special Collections, Virginia Tech). at the college (courtesy of Special
Collections, Virginia Tech).

Probably very early in the morning of October 1, two Caldwell boys,
Add and his eighteen-year-old brother, Mic, left home to walk to Blacksburg.
Their trek was probably twenty to twenty-eight miles, depending on which
local foot trails the boys may have followed. Johnston said they would have
known about trails across the mountains that would have shortened their
walk considerably more than following roads,* and Virginia Tech alumnus
J. Morris Brown estimated the distance at approximately twenty miles after
measuring his own excursions from Sinking Creek to Blacksburg.’® The
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fact that the Caldwell brothers walked to Blacksburg came to light in 1991,
when Mic’s then ninety-year-old daughter, Katherine Caldwell Mendez,
recalled her father telling her that he had walked with her Uncle Add “to
Blacksburg to go to school.”*” However, Mic probably returned home since
he did not enroll until November 2.

The first student to show up at the school on October 1, 1872, was
William Addison Caldwell.** What prompted his interest in attending
VAMC probably will never be known. He may have read about the new
college in a newspaper, learned about it at his Craig County school, or
heard of its existence through word of mouth elsewhere. Although President
Minor placed numerous advertisements to secure students for the college in
newspapers across the state, they did not appear until after Add’s enrollment
and thus could not have served as an enticement for the teenager.*’ Virginia
Tech historian D. Lyle Kinnear described another possible reason for Add’s
appearance that day:

The faculty gathered early; President Minor unlocked the front door,
and he, [the faculty, and the school treasurer] filed into the building
and somewhat nervously, it can be imagined, awaited the arrival of
the first student. The wait was much longer than had been anticipated,
but finally William A. Caldwell from Craig County “drifted” in. There
is a completely unverified tradition that Caldwell’s appearance at
the college was motivated more by curiosity than by any intention
to enroll as a student. Certainly he had not been nominated for a
state scholarship by his county superintendent of schools, as it
sometimes has been asserted. Whatever his real motive may have
been, immediately he was given a state scholarship by the faulty and
enrolled as the first student in Virginia Agricultural and Mechanical
College [emphasis added].*!

Caldwell did, in fact, have a scholarship, but it was not given to him
by the faculty, as Kinnear asserted,* certainly not according to a report
submitted to state officials by President Minor. On December 6, 1872,
two months after the college opened, the General Assembly followed a
request from the governor and instructed the Senate Committee on Public
Institutions to obtain information from VAMC President Minor on the
number of students in attendance, dates of matriculation, and counties in
the state from which they were appointed. The legislature also requested
information on the number of students whose expenses were not defrayed
by the state.*” Minor complied on January 6, 1873; his report noted the
scholarship status of each student, with two types of scholarships identified.
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Constructed in the mid-1850s to house Olin and Preston Institute, which closed during
the Civil War and reopened afterward as the Preston and Olin Institute, the Preston and
Olin Building provided Virginia Agricultural and Mechanical College with dormitory and
classroom space (courtesy of Special Collections, Virginia Tech).

An “A” beside a student’s name meant that he was a scholarship appointee
of his county school board, while a “B” beside a name indicated a student
awarded a scholarship by the faculty under authorization of the VAMC
Board of Visitors. Minor designated those students who had not received
either type of scholarship with a “C” beside their respective names, meaning
that they had to pay tuition and college fees. In the report, an “A” follows
the name of William Addison Caldwell, whose name also tops the non-
alphabetical list of fourteen students who matriculated on October 1, an
indication that he registered first. Thus, with a scholarship in hand from
his county school board, young Add more than likely made that long walk
from Sinking Creek with the sole purpose of registering as a student. Mic,
the forty-fourth student to register, also received a scholarship, but Minor’s
report showed that his came from the faculty.*

The scholarships freed each of the Caldwell boys from paying forty-
five dollars a year,* at least for their first two years.*® Add’s scholarship also
signified that his school trustees considered his proficiency while enrolled
in Craig County public schools to be the highest (however, see below under
Coursework) and his character to be good, per the state requirements to award
such a scholarship. The total number of scholarships awarded to VAMC
students was limited to the number of members of the House of Delegates.*’
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Other students trickled in over the month—never as many in a single
day as the fourteen who had registered on the first day—prompting Minor
to write to Gen. Joseph R. Anderson, a member of the VAMC Board of
Visitors, during the first month of the college’s operation:

We have now thirty students matriculated, and there are, I think[,] a
dozen more, of the vicinity, holding back in hope of some abatement
of accommodation in the way of delay such as they have been used to
received [sic] from the Preston and Olin Institute. We are corresponding
with a good many others, but [it is] plain that our beginning is to
be smaller than had been expected by most of those who were best
informed in the matter.*®

By mid-November, newspapers reported that sixty students had registered
and “the tide of entrance is steadily flowing on to as full numbers as can
be comfortably accommodated.”® By year’s end, ninety-three students
had enrolled.* Total enrollment during the college’s first year of operation
eventually reached one hundred thirty-two, with all of the students hailing
from Virginia.’! The slowness of student registrations, one newspaper
surmised, was because the college was “organized late in the season, when
the great body of educating people had already made arrangements for their
sons at other schools . . . .”*?

VAMC Student Add Caldwell

A Family Affair

Each of the four years that Add Caldwell was enrolled in VAMC, at
least one of his brothers was enrolled as well. Mic, who matriculated a month
after the college opened, was on the rolls again the following year; after a
two-year respite, he returned to VAMC for the 1876—1877 and 1877—1878
sessions, but he never graduated. One of their younger brothers, Frank,
attended the school during Add’s third and fourth years, when Mic was not
there, and the next two sessions, but like Mic, Frank did not graduate.™

School Terms
The first school year at VAMC ran from October 1, 1872, to the last
Wednesday in July 1873. After that, the schedule for the academic year
was revised so that students had a long winter vacation, which began
around Christmas and lasted until late February. The second academic year
commenced on August 13, 1873, and ran until December 22, 1873. Thus,
Add and Mic Caldwell had about a three-week break before they had to
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return for their second year. After closing just before Christmas for vacation,
school resumed on February 24, 1874, and continued until the following
August 123 The student-produced Gray Jacket, presumably quoting
President Minor, provided the justification for the school term, saying the
winter vacation was “best suited for an institution of this character” because
“the study of farm operations is interrupted at a less important season of the
year,” besides “students from other sections of the country, while escaping
the severity of winter in the mountains, will remain at College during the
most pleasant and healthful part of the year.”

Room, Board, and Other Expenses

The scholarships awarded each of the Caldwell brothers covered
tuition of $30.00, college fees of $10.00, and on-campus room rent of $5.00
(if they lived on campus and brought bedding from home). Add and Mic
were responsible for other expenses, which the college reported would “not
exceed $150” for the 10-month session for scholarship recipients. Each
student living on campus was responsible for paying $10.00—$12.00 for
furnishings. However, this fee could be eliminated entirely if the student
provided “the necessary articles of furniture from home.”*

Other fees for each student included $5.00—$7.50 for books, which,
until 1881, were purchased from merchants in Blacksburg®’; $7.50—$12.50
for laundry; and $7.50 for fuel and lights. Coal was reportedly “convenient
and cheap.”® If a student lived and ate in Blacksburg, he paid $13.00—$15.00
per month, which included room rent, fuel, and furnishings. The college
also required each student to deposit $5.00 with the treasurer as a contingent
fee to cover property damage, but if any balance of this fee remained at the
close of the session, it was returned to the student.® This fee was reduced to
$3.00 for the 1874—1875 session, but an infirmary fee of $2.00 was added.®
Meals cost $12.00 per month, and for the first session, all students had to
eat in town. Since each healthy student was required to be a member of the
corps of cadets—Add Caldwell fell into this category—such a student had
to purchase his own uniform, which cost $17.25.%! That expense increased
to $18.94 for the 1874—1875 session.®

By 1875, expenses for students varied from $6.50 per month to $15.00
per month, and it was possible, according to the Gray Jacket, “for state
students to keep [their] year’s expenses, including books and uniform,
within $110” (by “state student,” the Gray Jacket was referring to students
with scholarships).®® From the time it opened, the college allowed some
students to recoup some of their expenses by working on the farm or in the
workshops or by filling any number of other jobs needed to maintain the
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According to historian Col.
! Harry Temple, school officials
at Virginia Agricultural and
Mechanical College had to
4 stuff students three per room
1 in an effort to provide lodging
§ on campus when the land-
grant school opened in 1872.
! However, as enrollment grew
throughout the year, eventually
reaching one hundred thirty-
two students, hotels and other
forms of lodging in the town
of Blacksburg became living
options (courtesy of Special
Collections, Virginia Tech).

college, from tending livestock to erecting buildings,* but it is not known if
Add was one of these students.

Where Add Caldwell lived while he was enrolled in VAMC may never
be known. When the land-grant institution commenced operations, it had the
Preston and Olin Building; a five-acre lot; and a two-hundred-fifty-acre estate
known as Solitude, which included a house and farm buildings. The estate
was purchased on October 1, 1872, from Robert Taylor Preston. Since Preston
and his wife, Mary, were allowed to live in the house until their deaths, that
facility was not available for use by the college until 1881, when Mary died
a year after her husband’s demise.® The Preston and Olin Building, while it
served as a Methodist-supported college, contained “three recitation rooms,
a chapel, and twenty-four lodging rooms.”*® These lodging rooms, although
unfurnished,®” continued to serve the same purpose when VAMC opened,
but the number of rooms available became inadequate as enrollment grew
during the first year. According to Virginia Tech Corps of Cadets historian
Col. Harry D. Temple, the building “could not house the entire student body,
even with crowding three cadets to a room.”® Virginia Tech historian Jenkins
M. Robertson also reported that the facility was “not large enough to house
the total student body by the end of the first year. Consequently, students
had the option of living in town or on campus . . . .”® In a survey of historic
Blacksburg architecture, architectural historian Gibson Worsham noted:
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“The town supported a number of hotels in this period, mostly to house and
feed the students at the college.” Worsham also discussed a commercial/
residential block constructed around 1870 called Lybrook’s Row, which he
said was known as “Hell’s Row” because “early students of the Virginia
Agricultural and Mechanical College resided there.””® William Addison
Caldwell, as the first student on the scene, had the option of living in one
of the on-campus rooms, but a hotel room or other town lodging could
have been his choice, although it would have cost him more. With three
students per room on campus, those rooms could accommodate seventy-
two students, or slightly fewer than fifty-five percent of the 1872 VAMC
cadets. With lodging cheaper on campus, it seems more likely that both
Add and Mic lived in the Preston and Olin Building, especially since their
respective scholarships covered on-campus room rents.

There is no question, however, about whether Add and his classmates
ate on campus; they did not. Since VAMC initially had no facilities for
providing meals, all students ate in Blacksburg, most taking their board at
Luster House (Luster Hotel) or at any of several other hotels.” The college
began offering meals on campus in 1873, and students who selected that
option—called “table board”—paid ten to twelve dollars per month.”
With cadets providing the labor and the college furnishing the construction
materials that year, several small, frame buildings were erected on campus
specifically to serve meals, and students then had the option—until the
1881—1882 school year—of eating in town or on campus.” Until 1876, these
“messes,” as the military calls its dining facilities, were the only buildings
added to the campus.’

Coursework
According to state educator William H. Ruftner, Virginia Agricultural
and Mechanical College was designed to be

a truly technical school of secondary grade. Its whole cast will have
special reference to the wants of the “industrial classes”; by which are
meant those who are directly (not remotely) engaged in producing,
developing, or shaping the material products of the State; and its
ultimate object is not to educate them out of, but in and for their
vocations; and not only to make them more capable of achieving
success, but to give them enthusiasm for their work.”

Academically, the college was organized into three departments,
including a literary department, scientific department, and technical department,
to provide three-year courses of study for both agricultural and mechanical
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students.” The college adopted a curriculum, which it required every student to
follow. According to the first VAMC catalogue, the junior (first) year included
arithmetic, English grammar, geography, French or German, physics, Latin
and Greek (optional), weekly compositions, algebra, and English composition.
As noted earlier, instruction in military tactics was also required for all healthy
students.” Based on an extant report card, however, at some time during the
next three years, several courses were added to junior year offerings: dictation,
penmanship, and farm work (presumably just for agriculture students; shop
work was probably required for mechanical arts students).”

A couple of months after classes started, President Minor wrote that
he was “embarrassed by the fact that the wants of the students who have
come to us have forced us to vary materially from the strictly technical
training enjoined by the organization Committee’s report.” He reported that
a number of them had arrived with “the scantiest preparation,” making it
necessary for VAMC to “include much of the work properly belonging to
the high schools, or even the grammar schools, thus leaving it impossible
to do all that is to be desired in the special technical courses.”” Indeed, the
extant report card shows an initial “preparatory year,” when mathematics,
English grammar, geography, elocution, dictation, penmanship, Latin,
composition (written), military tactics, and farm work were taught.®® The
fact that it took Add Caldwell an extra year to complete the requirements
for graduation points to the likelihood that he was one of those scantily
prepared students. If so, his first-year studies would have included at least
some of those courses listed above for the preparatory year.

The board of visitors determined before VAMC opened and before
President Minor found his students lacking in educational achievement that
“two parallel courses of two years each, suited to agricultural and mechanical
students respectively” would follow the first year. However, rather than the
board of visitors determining the coursework for those two years, it left the
duty of preparing “a working programme” to the faculty once a faculty had
been appointed.®!

During the last two years of Add Caldwell’s studies and if his education
in agriculture followed the board’s intended path, he would have been
exposed to the college’s experimental farm of about two hundred forty-
five acres. However, based on his one existing report card, farm work was
also part of the preparatory and the junior years.*? According to VAMC'’s
first catalogue, “This farm has been well equipped, and the students in the
agricultural department will there be taught practically the most improved
methods of cultivation, under the direction of the Professor of Agriculture
and the Farm Manager.”*
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The only report card of Add Caldwell known to exist (above) was mailed
to his father at the end of Add’s third year in college. It reveals some
of the changes made in the curriculum after Virginia Agricultural and
Mechanical College opened (courtesy of Special Collections, donated by
Frank Yingling Caldwell Jr).

Young Caldwell’s performance in his classes during four years at
VAMC is only partially known. His obituary said he graduated “at the head
ofhis class,”® but the reporter most likely confused his status as the college’s
first student, especially since those grades that survive do not indicate that
he was an exceptional student; he took an extra year to complete the three-
year program in agriculture; at least two of his grades were below that
considered “tolerable” by the college (see below); and he was not included
in the list of outstanding students published in the Gray Jacket at the time
of his graduation.®
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William Addison Caldwell’s 1875 report card was mailed to his father
in Craig County on July 17 at the end of Add’s third year at VAMC.3¢ At that
time, the college based grades on a 10-point scale, with 10 being “perfect,”
the highest grade a student could obtain; 8 was “satisfactory”; and 7 was
“tolerable.”’” Add’s courses and grades were as follows:

Intermediate Year
Mathematics 5 French 8
Chemistry 788 Compositions (written) 10
Natural History 8 Military Tactics 9.5
Composition and Rhetoric 7.5 Farm Work 10
Senior Year
Book-Keeping 5

Most likely, President Minor instructed Add in the bookkeeping course
since it was one of two subjects the college president taught.*

As noted above, VAMC'’s two majors had been designed as three-year
courses of study before the college opoened. Thus, the “Intermediate Year”
on the report card probably reflected what would have been Add Caldwell’s
second year of instruction, unless his progress was slowed by having to take
preparatory courses. Based onthe report card, mathematics, history and English
literature, moral philosophy, political economy, astronomy, agriculture,
technical mechanics, mechanical drawing, compositions (written), military
tactics, and farm work awaited Add’s “Senior Year” of studies.

Thus, rather than three-year courses of study, students’ lack of
preparation for college forced VAMC to change its plans to include a
preparatory year. For those students enrolled in preparatory courses, the
junior year became the second year; the intermediate year, the third year;
and the senior year, the fourth year. Only twelve students graduated in
1875%; presumably, they did not require preparatory work.

The Military Component
As can be noted from Add Caldwell’s grade on the report card, he
did very well in military tactics, scoring a 9.5 out of a possible grade of
10 and indicating that his participation in VAMC’s military activities was
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well above average. The entire
college was under military
discipline from its beginning
until the early 1920s.°' During
the first week of October
1872, a single infantry-type
company was formed, with a
second one organized as more
students enrolled. The cadets
drilled twice each week at
first, then daily.”” Robertson
reported that the cadets were
“required to meet formations,
march to classes, pass room
inspections, have military
passes when off campus,
and conform to other types
of military behavior.”®® This
military component of VAMC
“became a unit of the Virginia
State Active Militia under the
governor of Virginia . . . "
sergeant in Company B before his graduation Students were assigned to one
(courtesy of Special Collections, Virginia Tech). of two companies, A or B, and
each wore a standard uniform:

a cap, jacket, and pants of cadet gray, trimmed with black. Add, a member of
Company B, attained the rank of second sergeant by his final year in college.”
Information about corps’ activities gives us a glimpse into some of

Add Caldwell’s life at VAMC, from daily military requirements on campus,
listed above, to trips off campus. Each Memorial Day, the corps marched
to Montgomery White Sulphur Springs, approximately eight miles away,
to honor the Confederate soldiers buried there and returned to campus
the same day. On June 21, 1873, the cadets were assembled at 7:30 in the
morning and arrived at the resort before 10:00 a.m.”® Their precision that
day elicited praise from a Richmond newspaper, which reported that the
cadets did “both themselves and the officers a great deal of credit. They are
a fine, gentlemanly set of fellows, and their behavior during the entire day
evinced refinement and careful training.”’ Two years later, according to
the Gray Jacket, parts of the two companies formed one company for the
long march, while the remaining cadets rode to the ceremony, prompting

Add Caldwell had reached the rank of second
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a comment from a General Preston (most likely Col. Robert Preston of
Solitude) that it was a “d poor militia that had to be hauled about in
ambulances.” At least those who marched “won many flattering comments
from the assembly.”*® Information about whether Add Caldwell marched or
rode to the resort that day could not be found.

In an earlier trip taken in 1875 by the corps, the cadets journeyed to
Richmond at the beginning of Add Caldwell’s final year in college for the
unveiling of a statue of Stonewall Jackson. On the return trip, they spent the
night in Farmville, Virginia.” Thanks to the corps, then, Add Caldwell did not
spend all of his school days on campus or in the small town of Blacksburg.

Extra-curricular Activities

Since students had to provide their own entertainment, they often
relieved their boredom by playing pranks,'® although several other forms
of entertainment were sometimes available. Many nights during the college
sessions, dancing was a readily available activity. Students could attend
dances at Yellow Sulphur Springs'®! or at “the nearby watering places,”
except during the winter months,'” but Add Caldwell’s participation in
these pastimes could not be ascertained. Nor could it be determined if he
joined in any of the “haphazard” sports organized by students, such as
running and jumping; participated in outdoor activities such as hiking,
fishing, and hunting; or attended one of three churches in Blacksburg on
Sundays, a practice encouraged by the college.!” However, in later life, he
was a member of a Presbyterian church in at least two different localities,
so he may have attended the one located in Blacksburg during his college
days. Just before he graduated, he received a bible, dated July 4, 1876, from
a Mrs. William C. McKemey, a possible indication that he was already a
churchgoer.!%

Another extra-curricular activity offered both companionship and
entertainment on campus. Initially, students participated in the Virginia
Literary Society, which they organized in 1872. Because of its rapid growth
during the first year, that society was divided into the Sophsonian Society,
which became the Lee Literary Society in early 1873, and the Philomathian
Society, which changed its name to the Maury Literary Society in mid-1873.
President Minor was a frequent visitor at the meetings of these societies,
which focused on public speaking, debate, and creative writing, providing
their respective members with valuable training in these areas. They also
introduced the first student publication, the Gray Jacket, in 1875,'% which,
at least for the first two years of publication, was issued five times a session.
The first issue was printed in July of that year.'%
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Add Caldwell was a member of the Maury Literary Society and served
on a joint committee representing both his society and the Lee society
during March of his last year at VAMC. The committee, according to the
Gray Jacket, concurred with the societies of Washington and Graham-Lee
(both student organizations at Washington and Lee University'?’) in having
a convention in Lynchburg, Virginia, to organize an “Inter Collegiate
Association of Virginia.” The committee recommended that the VAMC
societies “participate in the . . . [c]Jonvention and send a delegate from each
[s]ociety.”!® The following month, delegates from the literary societies
of several colleges in Virginia met in Lynchburg to officially organize the
intercollegiate association. Colleges represented at the meeting were William
and Mary; Richmond; Hampden Sidney; Emory and Henry; Roanoke; and
VAMC, which sent S. P. Snavely and R. Withers. During the meeting, the
delegates decided that the association would hold oratory competitions,
with “each college entitled to one contestant.” They set the first competition
for the following November in Lynchburg.'” Beyond Add’s committee
work to support an organizing convention, it could not be learned if he
was involved in any other efforts involving the association. However, by
the time the association held its first competition, he had already graduated
from college.

According to Colonel Temple, nearly all of the societies’ members
attended meetings.'"’ Thus, Add Caldwell probably was among members of
the audience when the Maury Literary Society held a public debate on May
9, 1876. Following arguments by both sides, the audience determined “that
women suffrage should not be allowed” by selecting the negative team as
the winner of the debate.'"

Add Caldwell’s Graduation

William Addison Caldwell finished his coursework in time to join
VAMC’s second graduating class in the 1876 commencement exercises,
which began on Sunday evening, August 6, with a sermon by the Rev.
Oscar F. Flippo of Baltimore. The sermon, according to the Gray Jacket,
“was considered one of much beauty and force,” and the Reverend Flippo
“greatly endeared himself to the students” by “his genial manners and
warm heart.”"'? A former missionary and minister in Delaware, the Rev.
Oscar Farish Flippo (1835—1903) had become editor of the Baptist Visitor,
a monthly periodical, before moving to Baltimore to assume duties as the
pastor of a Baptist church there. Two years after his VAMC sermon, he
settled in Virginia to continue his work as a missionary and pastor, which
included a pastorate in Roanoke, Virginia, from 1886 to 1893.'"*
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Colonel Temple reported that on the evening of the next day, a
graduation ball was held in the ballroom of the Yellow Sulphur Springs
Hotel."* However, according to historical information posted online via
Virginia Heritage, the resort’s new hotel was destroyed by fire in 1873 and
was not rebuilt until 1888.!"* Thus, while the Class of 1876 may have enjoyed
a graduation ball, it is unlikely that it occurred at Yellow Sulphur Springs.

VAMC’s 1876 commencement exercises continued on August 8 in
the Methodist church in town, where Add and his fellow seniors listened
to the fourth annual address'® before the literary societies, delivered by
Maj. John W. Daniel of Lynchburg, Virginia. Major Daniel chose the theme
“The Defense of the Present Age” for his talk, about which the Gray Jacket
reported, “To say that his address was beautiful, chaste, elegant, and eloquent
is to bestow but faint praise upon it.” The publication declined to give a
synopsis of the presentation “as we would only do Maj. Daniel injustice”
but noted that the talk would “increase the wide fame which he has already
won as an orator.”''” John Warwick Daniel Sr. (1842—1910) was a well-
known orator, especially on topics related to the Confederacy, and was often
called the “Golden-tongued Orator of the South.”"'® He was a state senator,
an author, and a former member of Virginia’s House of Delegates when the
VAMC Class of 1876 heard him speak. In the years following his VAMC
presentation, he addressed the Democratic National Convention and was
elected to the U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate.'"

The Gray Jacket further reported that Virginia Gov. James Lawson
Kemper (1823—1895) attended the Daniel presentation and was “loudly
called for” and “responded in a brief but able and eloquent speech. His
words went to the hearts of his auditors, and many are grateful to him for
his kindly words of praise and encouragement.” At 5:00 p.m. the same day,
the governor and the college’s board of visitors reviewed the battalion and
“expressed themselves as highly pleased with the ‘beauty, precision, and
promptness’ with which the movements were executed.” After the governor
complimented the cadets, their Adjutant General Frye presented him with a
petition for more guns, which elicited a promise from Kemper not only for
the guns but also for “a battery of artillery with harness and all complete.”
Afterward, at the prompting of the governor, the cadets called on several
guests to speak, among them Col. Robert Preston of Solitude; Gen. William
Henry Fitzhugh Lee, a state senator and son of Gen. Robert E. Lee; and
Daniel Coleman DelJarnette Sr., a former member of Virginia’s House of
Delegates and the U.S. House of Representatives.'?°

Thatnight, the Maury Literary Society held its fourth annual celebration
at the Methodist church. Following orations and debates, Professor Martin
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and Thomas N. Conrad, editor of the local Montgomery Messenger, former
president of the Preston and Olin Institute, and later president of VAMC,!?!
presented awards for oratory and debate.'” As an active member of that
society, Add Caldwell most likely attended the event, especially since it was
part of the graduation ceremonies.

On the morning of Wednesday, August 9, President Minor presented
diplomas to twenty-seven graduating students, including William Addison
Caldwell.'>*Afterward, the Gray Jacket reported, Gen. Jas. H. Williams of
Winchester, Virginia, delivered the annual address to faculty and students.'?*
A member of the state’s House of Delegates,'* Virginia native James
Harrison Williams (1836—1903) had been a prominent member of the
Shenandoah County (Virginia) bar, a member of the lowa state legislature,
a newspaper correspondent, and a Confederate soldier before his election to
the Virginia legislature.'?® According to the Gray Jacket, “He was followed
by Hon. John Dodson.”!?’

Another event on the morning of August 9 concluded the graduation
ceremonies for the Class of 1876. The new graduates held an alumni
meeting in the Lee Society hall and heard remarks by President Minor
and J. Lawrence Radford of Montgomery County.'*® Radford, a VAMC
alumnus who had graduated with the first class in 1875, may have been
the same J. Lawrence Radford who was the top landowner, with 1,260
acres of land, in the community that became known as Radford, Virginia.'*
During the meeting, the alumni association elected officers for the ensuing
year, including William Addison Caldwell as secretary, and scheduled the
next meeting for the following year."*° No information on whether the new
secretary attended that meeting could be found.

William Addison Caldwell’s Professional Life

Teaching School in Craig County, Virginia
If Add Caldwell was typical of many alumni described in the Gray
Jacket in 1877, he may well have returned to Craig County immediately
after graduating and obtained a job as a schoolteacher. If so, he probably
still helped his father, at least some, on the farm. An editor of the Gray
Jacket complained in 1877 that “so few of our ‘Old Boys’ are farmers” and
that “so many of them became teachers.” But, the editor continued,

We must remember that these gentlemen are, as far as we are informed,
teaching public schools in their immediate neighborhoods, and that the
session of these schools, in most cases, holds only through a part of
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the fall, winter, and spring months, leaving cropping months entirely
out. Now from what we can learn of the matter[,] our “Old Boys” are
farming in summer and teaching in winter; thus they are most aptly
filling their places as good citizens and grateful sons of Virginia."!

Certainly by 1880, Add, Mic, and Frank were living with their parents in
Sinking Creek, and all three were teaching school."** At that time, Craig
County employed twenty-six teachers, including twenty-two white males
and four white females, for its twenty-six public schools.'*

Working in Roanoke, Virginia

How long or where Add Caldwell taught cannot be ascertained, but by
1887, he was living in Roanoke, possibly with his youngest brother, Gam.'3
There, Add worked in the general office of Norfolk and Western Railway.'3
Since Gam and Frank both worked at one time for Norfolk and Western, the
three brothers may have worked there together.'*® Some evidence exists that
Frank was a Roanoke resident at least part of the time while Add was living
there (see below). Nonetheless, Add’s work at the railroad office prompted
a description of him as “a well known and popular employee.”"’

During all or part of the time Add resided in Roanoke, he was a
member of the First Presbyterian Church."® At some point before leaving
the area, he became interested in the real estate business, but whether he
derived any income from the sale of property could not be ascertained.'*’
He may also have served as a juror on more than one occasion. The local
newspaper listed a William A. Caldwell as a member of the jury pool for
the September 1893 term of the Hustings court. His brother Frank may
have served with him since the list also includes a B. Caldwell—because
of damage to the newspaper, the first name is missing; however, Frank’s
middle initial was B.!*° Three years later, Add possibly served on a special
grand jury for the criminal term of the court since the newspaper named a
W. A. Caldwell as having been summoned for that purpose.'*! Throughout
his years in Roanoke, Add apparently impressed those around him since a
later report of his life in the city noted that “he was highly esteemed.”'**

Tackling Jobs in Wilmington, North Carolina
Add Caldwell relocated to Wilmington, North Carolina, around
1898 and moved his church membership from First Presbyterian Church
in Roanoke to St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Wilmington in March
1902.'% In Wilmington, he worked for several large wholesale firms on the
wharf: the Stove Company, Mr. W. B. Cooper (probably William Bryant
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Cooper, former governor of North Carolina, who was a prominent banker
and businessman in the area!*’), Messrs. Blair & Healy, and the C. C.
Covington Company, traveling part of the time out of Wilmington.'*® The
Virginia Tech Alumni Association reported in 1911 that Add had been a
salesman for a molasses firm,'¥ and at least two of the firms for whom
he worked were involved in the molasses trade: Blair & Healy'*® and the
C. C. Covington Company, which was a direct importer of molasses and
shipped it throughout the South.'* W. B. Cooper was involved at various
times in the wholesale grocery business, a peanut cleaning operation,'>
and probably the produce business since he was president of the Produce
Exchange in Wilmington.'! It could not be ascertained if Add Caldwell
worked for him in one or more of these enterprises. No information could
be found regarding the Stove Company.

Add Caldwell’s death

After Add left the family home place in Craig County, Mic moved to
Radford and later persuaded his parents to sell the family farm in Sinking
Creek and to move to Radford as well. Two sisters, Gracie and Nell—like
their brother Add, the two never married—moved with their parents to a
house across the street from Mic. During summer vacations, Add visited his
relatives in Radford."*?

Sometime before 1910, Add’s health declined, and Katherine Caldwell
Mendez remembered that her favorite uncle underwent surgery for a brain
tumor. He recuperated from the operation at his mother’s home—his father
had died in 1904'3—spending more than one summer there. According to
Mrs. Mendez, the doctor told Add that salt air would be good for him, so
he secured a position in the spring of 1910 as a clerk at the Tarrymoore
Hotel,'** which had been constructed in 1905 at Wrightsville Beach near
Wilmington.'**> The job, which he probably started around the first of June,
was to last until September 1.'%

On June 15, 1910, Add wrote to Katherine (Mrs. Mendez), who had
developed a fond attachment for this uncle who would play games, such
as “hole in the wall,” with her and help her with such chores as capping
strawberries.!’” In the letter, which included several pictures of the beach,
Add wrote that it had been “too cold and rainy” for the hotel to have many
guests but that “by July 1st we expect to have the house full. Don’t know
how I am going to like my job, haven’t had much to do so far.” He noted that
the hotel was “a fine place to spend the summer” but said he would rather
spend it in Radford.'®
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Regarding his health, he wrote, “I have not been here long enough
to tell whether the salt air is going to benefit me or not.” He continued, “I
am feeling about the same, no worse, no better.” He closed the letter by
asking Katherine, who was then nine years old, to “[rJemember me to your
grandmother [his mother] and with much love to all of you and especially
to yourself, I am fondly yours, Add.”'>® The two-page letter can be seen in
the Appendix.

Those would be the last words young Katherine—and probably any
other family member—would ever receive from him. On June 19, just four
days after he wrote the letter, he fainted, sustaining a severe fall that ruptured
a blood vessel in his brain (one newspaper named the rupture as the cause
of death,'® while another one claimed that he died from a tumor or abscess
on the base of the brain'®'). He was taken to the James Walter Memorial
Hospital in Wilmington, where “it was thought he would recover.” However,
he “suffered a relapse, and from that time, he continued to sink rapidly until
the end came” on June 29, 1910. Only his younger brother Gam was with
him when he died, and Gam accompanied the body to Radford.!®> According
to the Roanoke Times, “He had been in failing health a long time,”'** which
corroborates what Katherine Mendez remembered.

Add Caldwell’s funeral was held in his mother’s home in Radford.
His old pastor from the First Presbyterian Church in Roanoke, Dr. William
Creighton Campbell (1850—1936), conducted the service, with assistance
from three other pastors, the Rev. John L. Einstein, headmaster of St. Albans
School in Radford; the Rev. J. Harry Whitmore, pastor of the Presbyterian
church in Radford; and the Rev. Paul Seig. On July 1, 1910, William
Addison Caldwell was buried in the Caldwell family cemetery on Sixth
Street in Radford,'®* where those brothers who had joined him as classmates
at VAMC; his parents; and siblings Gam, Charlie, Gracie, and Nellie, all
now rest with him.'%

Conclusion

William Addison Caldwell’s twenty- to twenty-eight-mile trek from
his home in the Sinking Creek area of Craig County across two mountains
to Blacksburg to register at VAMC and his willingness to continue his
education for an extra year in order to obtain his diploma in agriculture
demonstrate his unwavering focus on furthering his education. Today, his
long walk is memorialized by the Virginia Tech Corps of Cadets, whose
first-year cadets and their training cadre make two representative walks
annually. The first one, which occurs in the fall, begins in front of Add’s
Craig County home and continues across Gap Mountain to Caldwell Fields,
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Add Caldwell’s mother and siblings buried
him in the family cemetery where his father
had been interred six years earlier. The
Woodsmen of the World placed a marker at
his gravesite (left). The words on the marker
can be seen more clearly in the second
photograph (photos by Clara B. Cox).

an area in the Washington and Jefferson National Forest named for Add;
Mic; and their father, George. The second march, held in the spring of each
year, starts between Gap and Brush mountains about a quarter of a mile
from Caldwell Fields, crosses Brush Mountain, and concludes in the Upper
Quad on the Virginia Tech campus; it represents the second half of Add’s
walk to Blacksburg (no one knows the exact trail he and his brother took).'%

Several memorials also honor Add Caldwell’s determination,
perseverance, and historical significance, two on the Virginia Tech campus;
one in Craig County; and one, Caldwell Fields, in Montgomery County.
On campus, a lounge on the top floor of the G. Burke Johnston Student
Center bears his name and features a plaque about the Craig County native,
all dedicated in 1993 (a portrait of Add, painted by one of his nephews,
also hangs in the lounge).!®” The second campus memorial features a
marker about Add’s life and a statue of him sculpted by Tech alumnus and
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Theclay moldforthe Addison aldwel statueand sculptor Larry Bechtel.

to crafting the ¢
statue of Addison Caldwell
was extensive research. Sculp-
tor Larry Bechtel worked with
Newman Library’s Special Col-
lections, Virginia Tech Media
Services, and Caldwell family

Fortunately, Bechtel was able to arrange modeling sessions with Will Caldwell, the great-
great-great nephew of Addison. Will had the look of Addison and his thick, curly hair. And he
'had, according to his mother Jodi Austen, the “Caldwell profile.”

members Frank B. Caldwell
Il of Roanoke and Robert
Caldwell of Radford. Robert,
drawing on family tradition

| and conversations with other
family members, described

- Addison’s physical build.

-

These two pages from the booklet, “Building Addison Caldwell,” show sculptor Larry
Bechtel beside the clay mold of Caldwell (left) and describe Bechtel’s research before
crafting the mold (right).

employee Lawrence Reid Bechtel and dedicated in 2006.'® The statue was
moved in 2017 from its position behind Brodie Hall to the Upper Quad.
Off-campus, in addition to Caldwell Fields, a state historical marker about
William Addison Caldwell, funded jointly by Virginia Tech and Craig
County during the university’s 125th anniversary celebration, stands beside
State Route 42, about three miles from the Caldwell home place.

These varied memorials remind us that a sixteen-year-old boy hiked
as much as twenty-eight miles and struggled through an extra year of school
to obtain the education that meant so much to him. Through those actions,
he not only became an historic symbol of perseverance and determination,
but he also set an example for thousands of students who turn to institutions
of higher education to acquire the knowledge and skills that can lead to
richer lives and better futures.
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Appendix

Below is the transcription of Add Caldwell’s 1910 letter to Katherine
Caldwell (Mendez), followed by a photocopy of the original two-page letter,
which was donated to Virginia Tech by Mrs. Mendez and is held in Special
Collections:

June 15, 1910

Dear Katherine:

I am enclosing you a few pictures of the Beach but you cannot form
much idea of the Beach or Ocean without seeing them. The Tarrymoore
hasn’t much crowd yet, too cold and rainy, by July 1st we expect to have
the house full. Don’t know how I am going to like my job, haven’t had
much to do so far. It is a fine place to spend the summer and that is what
brought me more than anything else. I will be here until September 1st
— Don’t know when I will get home, I will have to figure that out after
September.

[Page 2]

If I were able to lose the time I would go to Radford and stay all summer.
I have not been here long enough to tell whether the salt air is going to
benefit me or not — I am feeling about the same, no worse or better. |
suppose you are having a good time since your school was out. It is a pity
you can’t go through life without having more real trouble than you are
having now, if you do have to cap gooseberries. Tell sister [Katherine’s
sister, Sallie] I am going to send her some pictures before I leave here.

There is no post office on the Beach. All mail is sent to Wilmington and
delivered twice per day by carriers from that office.

Remember me to your Grandmother and with much love to all of you and
especially to your self, [ am —

Fondly yours,
Add
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Book Review:

THE BLACKSBURG DRAMA: A history
of Blacksburg in three acts

Sharon B. Watkins

Only a few years after
concluding two decades as editor
and guiding spirit of The Smithfield
Review, native Floridian Hugh
Campbell has distilled his extensive
knowledge and obvious affection
toward his adopted hometown of
Blacksburg, Virginia, into a personal
and intriguing view of the town’s
last three centuries. As he tells his
prospective readers at the beginning,
his book, The Blacksburg Drama: A
history of Blacksburg in three acts,
is for those “who want to know
more about the essential elements
of Blacksburg’s history but do not
want an overdose of historical dates,
events, and names” (“A Note from
the Author,” page v).

Structured as an historical
drama in three acts, each divided

. Campbell

The Blacksburg Drama, which relates
the history of the town of Blacksburg,
Virginia, in a unique way, was written by
Hugh C. Campbell, who has lived in the
town for decades.

into numerous scenes with a list of leading characters and events, the work
depicts the Blacksburg area as the setting of dynamic human activity in a
geographical background that is frequently described and remains a dominant
backdrop throughout the epic story, stretching from early native American
tribal people through the challenge of the computer age at Virginia Tech,
the university that dominates much of Blacksburg today. One who enjoys
nature or poring over historical maps soon can visualize the backdrop: a
mountain plateau at about two thousand feet elevation, straddling the
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Eastern continental divide and endowed with numerous meadows for
grazing or cultivation and with copious sources of fresh water and small
streams. And starting with the oldest trails and hand-drawn maps, Campbell
provides visual updates of the drama he describes, presenting repeatedly
the old maps and property lines with the built geography of new property
lines, new roads, and human constructions that altered the appearance but
not the essence of the place. This is definitely not a history dominated by the
specters of prominent gentlemen in stiff portraiture since only one person is
so depicted: William Ballard Preston. On the other hand, some seven-dozen
maps or depictions of buildings and their surroundings enliven the pages.

The author divides the principal human movements across this
landscape/stage into three acts framed by the timespans of pre-1774, 1774 to
1862, and 1862 and beyond. The fact that the specific years of 1774 and 1862
are not often chosen as the two most pivotal years in U.S. history between
the advent of native tribes and the present day re-enforces the author’s
specifically local focus. Our first thought should be “What happened that
affected Blacksburg so strongly in 1774 and 1862?” rather than thinking
in terms of nation, region, or state. One response—the establishment in
Blacksburg of Smithfield Plantation by William Preston and his family—
provides the key both for Act 1, “The Pre-Smithfield Years (before 1774),”
and for Act 2, “The Smithfield Years (1774—1862).”

In Act 1, Campbell gives a fairly brief summary of the presence
of mostly unidentified Native American tribal people who followed the
rivers and the game and made the first trails, which still underlie many
major roads today. The advent of European peoples bent principally upon
agricultural exploitation (“The First Settlers”) comes next, with discussion
of land grants and the presentation of the property lines this produced by the
1750s. Next treated are the events that arguably launched Blacksburg into
mainstream American and European history, the 1755 killing and abduction
of local European settlers at Draper’s Meadow (now a part of the Virginia
Tech campus) by stressed and dispossessed Shawnee warriors.

This embroiled both Blacksburg and several regional tribal nations
in the early stages of the struggle for colonial and global domination
waged for many decades between Great Britain and France. This particular
installment of that global struggle was called the French and Indian War
in North America and the Seven Years War by Europeans; this round of
outright combat came to an end with an agreement among Europeans (not
Americans) in 1763. Britain proceeded to enact measures to consolidate its
control over eastern North America, to repair the damaged royal finances,
and to take measures aimed at ending native peoples’ hostility and quarrels
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with Britain’s colonies. New lines were drawn upon maps and the color of
regions changed.

Around Blacksburg, the line of European settlement had been pushed
back eastward as settlers fled the Indian attacks; the advent of peace
unleashed a flood primarily of white settlers, some taking enslaved black
people along to new homes in the west. In this rush came two families of
Scottish background who left major contributions to Blacksburg’s story, the
Blacks and the Prestons. The Blacks had purchased land earlier and divided
various parcels among multiple generations of the family. A few decades later,
two Black brothers carefully surveyed some of their land, neatly drawing
sixteen sizeable squares, each bearing four building lots, all laid along a grid
composed of five proposed straight roads intersecting five others at right
angles. Even today, the imprint of these original sixteen squares are obvious
in the roads of old downtown Blacksburg. This early planned community
was incorporated by the state as an official town in 1798.

North

East

Blacksburg’s Original “Sixteen Squares”

William Black donated land for the creation of the town of Blacksburg.
His plan for the proposed town included five streets intersected by five
perpendicular streets, creating sixteen squares (source: Town Architecture
by Donna Dunay).
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The Preston household was unlike any other moving to the area since
it involved dozens of people, including relatives, indentured servants,
trainee employees, and slaves. The paterfamilias William Preston was an
experienced surveyor; land speculator; plantation owner; and, crucially,
an accumulator of royal political offices and administrative posts in newer
counties created by the royal government of Virginia. Campbell points out
that Preston used his connections further east to dominate local governmental
and military affairs and to control the surveys and sales of massive acreages
stretching as far away as mid-Kentucky. In 1774, he moved his office and
his home to the very edge of European settlement both to fulfill his public
duties and to profit more successfully from his land speculations. He ordered
construction of a two-story wooden house modeled on the mansions of
Williamsburg and laid out a property of several thousand acres as his home
base and named it Smithfield.

Within a few years, however, Preston realized that all of his hard-
earned rewards were in danger. He had invested his career and fortune
in the very lands that the British government, following the outlines of a
royal Proclamation in 1763, seriously intended to reserve for use by Native
Americans to pacify belligerent tribes. The bulk of Preston’s huge land
claims were declared permanently off limits to white settlement. Thus was
made the leading patriot of the Blacksburg area. Preston soon abandoned his
royal superiors and took up the cause of violent revolution and American
independence. He died partly as a result of his exertions in battle in the
year 1783, just as peace and the freedom of the United States were being
negotiated in Europe.

The remaining scenes of Act 2 reveal the dozen Preston children,
armed with dazzling amounts of inherited land and the best education
privileged people living near the frontier could obtain, making skillful
marital, political, and economic alliances with elites across Virginia—and
beyond. They became powerful in the state, producing several governors
and an array of state legislators, lawyers, and administrators. Politically,
the brightest star among the Prestons was the third-generation owner of
Smithfield, William Ballard Preston (usually called Ballard). He became
a thoughtful and important politician at the national level, joining the new
Whig Party and working in Congress (which included I1linois Representative
Abraham Lincoln) to ease crises arising over fears that slavery would
expand into new states; he served at the federal cabinet level in the 1850s
and opposed the secession of Virginia even after the events surrounding
Fort Sumter. With President Lincoln’s approval, he travelled to Washington
to seek some political solution to avert tragedy, or at least to keep Virginia
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in the United States. Such efforts proved unsuccessful and Ballard Preston
returned home, endorsed secession, and died not long afterwards in 1862.
Preston’s political failure and death compose one reason author Campbell
chose to end Act 2 of the Blacksburg Drama in 1862, in the midst of the
Civil War; Ballard’s demise signified on the larger scale the death knell of
the dominant agrarian aristocracy who had ruled the rural Southern states
since American independence. Many members of the extended Preston clan
moved away and many sold much of their land; some Prestons remained
in the area and made contributions to civic and economic life, but they no
longer dominated.

Col. William Preston constructed a home for his family, which he christened
Smithfield in honor of his wife, Susanna Smith Preston. Today, the Smithfield-
Preston Foundation owns and maintains the restored eighteenth-century home
(courtesy of Anne J. Campbell).

The second reason for placing 1862 at the end of Act 2 and the
beginning of Act 3 lies in the passage of legislation in the U.S. Congress that
year, even as civil war raged. The Morrill Land Grant Act promised to each
state a sizeable grant of publicly owned lands; in return for this valuable gift,
each state would create college-level studies in agriculture and mechanics
(technical subjects and engineering), either at existing public institutions
or newly created ones. Thus was born the federally subsidized land-grant
universities that originally emphasized a kind of education not often available
at the religious and privately funded colleges already in existence.

Virginia’s leaders became aware of this legislation and considered
various possibilities during the brief period of Reconstruction, and as soon
as the rights of statehood were restored, they were prepared to act quickly.
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The lawmakers decided to create two land-grant universities, one for
African-American students and one for white students. The choice of a site
for the white land grant ultimately fell upon Blacksburg after Montgomery
Countians agreed to put up twenty thousand dollars and a local boy’s
academy offered its building and acreage; nearby farmland was sold to the
school by Robert Preston, a brother of Ballard, and a campus was quickly
created. In 1872, a year after Reconstruction ended, the Virginia Agricultural
and Mechanical College began accepting students. As this small college
grew and developed, its importance to the Blacksburg area increasingly
grew as well, leading to the present research and teaching institution known
as Virginia Tech. This massive publicly funded organization dwarfed
what otherwise would be another small town characterized by its rural
surroundings and centuries’ long history.

Constructed in the mid-nineteenth century, the Preston and Olin Building was used
as a dormitory/classroom and a college machine shop for more than five decades
before fire destroyed it in 1913 (courtesy of Special Collections, Virginia Tech).

The last portion of Campbell’s book interweaves the development
of town and campus together and emphasizes the improvement of life for
local citizens (especially in the realm of public education for children), the
options for freedmen who remained living in the area, and massive changes
in the physical appearance of town and campus. New roads and buildings
in changing architectural styles transformed not the backdrop of mountains
and meadows, but the environment created by modern humans. Campbell
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presents a stage spectacle through multiple photographs and maps, revealing
a dynamic dance of campus and town. To his credit, the author describes
alterations of which, the reader surmises, he does not approve, and he makes
a case for preservation of the historic buildings and streets, which remain in
the town, for cultural and educational purposes.

The author concludes with an orderly and thoughtful consideration
of the goals, difficulties, and achievements of the various leaders of the
Virginia Tech administration. Campbell came to Virginia Tech (or Virginia
Polytechnic Institute as it was known then) as a relatively young mathematics
professor and stayed on the job for more than thirty-five years; thus he
has often described events and processes through which he has lived. He
deals with larger national and regional issues, including student unrest in
the 1960s and 1970s and the transformation of methods of governance and
representation for students and faculty alike that resulted. Familiar campus
buildings take on new life for the reader as Campbell explains the plans
and achievements of their namesakes. Men such as Eggleston, Burruss,
Newman, and Cassell all become real people, culminating with President
T. Marshall Hahn.

To this reader, the account of an issue almost unique to Virginia
Tech was highly enlightening: the controversy over whether to and how to
continue to require military training and uniforms of all students for four

Virginia Agricultural and Mechanical College and
Polytechnic Institute President Julian A. Burruss
made significant changes at the college, known
popularly at the time as Virginia Polytechnic
Institute, or VPI (today’s Virginia Tech). Two
of the more notable ones were reducing the
requirement for male students to be members of
the corps of cadets from four years to two and
the admission of women as full-time students
(courtesy of Special Collections, Virginia Tech).
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or even two academic years when virtually all other land-grant schools had
dispensed with such training. Many alumni of the school lobbied vigorously
in favor of retaining the military elements, while administrators pointed out
the negative effects and limits on student body composition such retention
imposed. Virtually all female students were excluded from the Blacksburg
campus student body, and the majority of college-aged young men in
the state who had no interest in a military career did not bother to apply.
Furthermore, the curriculum and university events were skewed toward the
military in a new age that favored wider choices, especially at a publicly
funded state university.

In conclusion, Hugh Campbell’s book is indeed not an “ordinary”
history book and neither is it a “usual” sort of memoir. Its framework as
a play, a dramatic presentation of Blacksburg, Virginia, and Virginia Tech,
allows for a personal touch and thoughtful meditation about a small town
and a large institution from colonial days to computer age. It is worth reading
and contemplating, both its text and its many visual stimuli.

Editor’s Note: Hugh Campbell’s book is available at the Historic Smithfield®
museum, the Montgomery Museum of Art and History, and the Alexander
Black House.

About the Reviewer: A member of The Smithfield Review Editorial Board,
Sharon B. Watkins currently serves as co-editor of the journal. In addition
to this book review, she has written various articles for the journal over the
years and has helped compile several indices. She holds a Ph.D. in history
from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, with a minor field
in economic history and international economics. Dr. Watkins taught at
Western Illinois University and Virginia Tech before her retirement.
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To “whiten” the Mountains:
Abolishing Slavery in West(ern) Virginia, 1861-1863

Adam Zucconi

(A note from the editors: Readers will find some of the language in this article
offensive, but the quotations wherein such language appears are historically
accurate and are used to reflect concepts of race and color prevalent in western

Virginia/West Virginia during the Civil War era.)

On June 20, 1863, West Virginia entered the Union as a slave state. In his
inaugural address as the state’s first governor, Republican Arthur Ingraham
Boreman characterized the Mountain State’s creation as a manifestation of
the intrastate sectional tension that had threatened to dismember Virginia
multiple times over the preceding years. Eastern Virginians had “always”
considered the trans-Allegheny an “outside appendage” or “territory,”
Boreman insisted, as constitutional, political, and economic structures
favored eastern Virginians at the expense of their transmontane neighbors.
Empowered by the “original Constitution of the State,” eastern Virginians
had “collected heavy taxes from us” to construct “railroads and canals in the
East” while they “withheld appropriations from the West.” West Virginia’s
“natural channels” meant that “[o]ur markets, our trade[,] and our travel”
occurred with northern and western states, generating “little intercourse”
between eastern and western Virginians. Differences in ‘“nature, our
commerce, travel, habits, associations, and interests” coupled with eastern
Virginians’ support for the “fatal doctrine of secession” strengthened
Boreman’s interpretation that “two peoples” occupied the same state,
making the Old Dominion’s dismemberment inevitable.!

Boreman’s memory of Virginia’s sectional history reflected the
difficulty of leading a state still grappling with the issue of slavery.
While Boreman’s inaugural address suggested that West Virginians chose
the Union over slavery as evidenced by residents’ adoption of a gradual
emancipation clause, conditions on the ground failed to match that lofty
idealism. Northwest Republicans had emerged as vocal supporters of
abolishing slavery to save the Union and to hasten West Virginia’s creation.
“Shall we object that slavery is destroyed . . . if the Union is thereby saved,”
Boreman questioned.? Republicans, aided by the presence of federal
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troops and their close identification with the
statehood movement, stressed that slavery’s
abolition in western Virginia would liberate
white residents from the political slavery
imposed by eastern slaveholders.?
Republicans’ eagerness to abolish
slavery encountered intense opposition.
Conservative northwesterners—some who
expressed varying degrees of support for
statechood while others outright opposed
it—worried about the broadening scope of
war, notably Republicans’ supposed flagrant
dismissal and denigration of civil liberties
and constitutional guarantees. “[W]aging
.. a war for the abolishment of slavery in
the southern States is in open violation of
the Constitution,” the Clarksburg Patriot
insisted.* A war to save the Union had
evolved into a war to destroy slavery, a

Arthur Ingraham Boreman

(source: West Virginia Department . N
of Arts, Culture, and History) development that unconditional unionists

before the war had not sanctioned and now

strongly opposed. John S. Carlile maintained this position, arguing that
directions from congressional Republicans to create a free state amounted
to congressional dictation and political submission, not liberation.’

West Virginians’ conflicted thoughts on slavery reflected the messy
divorce of slavery and democratic politics. Since the war’s beginnings,
residents witnessed slavery’s dissolution as slaves escaped their masters
and fled to Union lines or into the non-slaveholding states. These
“contraband” provided witness to the war’s devastating impact on the
institution Confederates wished to preserve; now the war threatened the
viability of slavery. Armed with the daily reminder of slavery’s collapse,
residents wondered how to reconstruct white liberty without black bondage.
Emancipation on the residents’ terms seemed appealing, particularly as
most West Virginians loathed abolitionists and feared their influence in
their new state. Statehood promoters campaigned on the premise that racial
hierarchy would survive without slavery in the new state. An exodus of
slaves and freed blacks following statehood would produce a demographic
“whitening,” supporters declared, preserving the new state for white
residents only. The few remaining freed blacks would labor in menial,
service-oriented positions, a visual manifestation of the racial hierarchy
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West Virginians sought to perpetuate. Restrictive laws, including corporal
punishment, extended antebellum justice on African Americans into the
statehood years. Though slavery would eventually cease to operate, the
institution’s shadow would linger and shape West Virginia.

Statehood and Slavery

The Constitutional Convention convened in Wheeling on November
26, 1861. Critical issues lay ahead for delegates, notably defining the state
boundaries; identifying a name for the new state; and, above all, settling the
issue of slavery.® In approximately one month, delegates had decided the first
two issues along with approving a new voting method.” But some delegates
feared that the convention’s progress outpaced residents’ desires. A “body of
radicals and extremists” seized control of the convention, First and Second
Wheeling Convention delegate John J. Davis lamented, and threatened to
“change in toto the character of our State government.” Such men wanted
to “give us a Yankee constitution and laws,” a prospect that “will defeat the
whole movement in West V[irgini]a.” With the question of slavery still left
unsettled, Davis feared that these “radicals and extremists” would institute
changes without first consulting their constituents. Many westerners, Davis
believed, considered government-sanctioned emancipation anathema and
that delegates should avoid such a consideration.?

While the convention settled some debates, the “more difficult question
of slavery is as yet untouched,” Wheeling banker Chester D. Hubbard
observed. And without a resolution on slavery, the “whole movement for
division . . . can not be accomplished at present.” Hubbard identified the
different poles occupied by residents on the issue of slavery. He noted
that some western Virginians “prefer saying nothing about slavery in the
constitution while others are for putting the declaration in” the document.
Proponents of the former, like Waitman T. Willey, argued that members
should “say nothing, [and] do nothing” concerning slavery, ultimately
hopeful that the war would hasten slavery’s demise. Members of the latter,
including Gordon Battelle, were “disposed to give the subject an airing,”
ultimately believing that a frank conversation about slavery would remind
residents about the institutions’ deleterious effects and that the region’s
future development should mirror that of its northern neighbors.’ “We may
say that we are a Southern State, and that we ought to have a negro policy,
just as many foolish people in Western Virginia have said for years past,”
the Wheeling Daily Intelligencer declared, but such pro-slavery thoughts
only “mock, deride, and curse us.”!? Still, few delegates appeared to agree
with Battelle. After conversing with Peter G. Van Winkle, delegate Henry
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Dering cheerfully reported that only
“a handful” supported Battelle’s
position and that delegates “will not
have any trouble in keeping the vexed
question out of the Constitution.”"!
Hubbard agreed, suggesting that the
convention should “indicate our future
policy on this question” but offer no
wevmee| firm declarations concerning slavery’s
S future. By late 1861, slavery’s future
in the proposed West Virginia—as in
the nation—remained uncertain.'

The uncertainty surrounding
slavery’s future in the proposed state
reflected tensions across the nation
and in the proposed state. Slavery
provided structure and meaning to
, ! J the political acts, privileges, and
Chester Dorman Hubbard (source: West benefits white western Virginians
Virginia Archives & History) had secured after decades of conflict

and compromise with their eastern
brethren. With slavery and democratic politics inextricably interwoven,
the destruction of the former threatened the latter, a scenario northern
abolitionists and some delegates appeared to disregard. As the Clarksburg
National Telegraph averred, “fanatical abolitionists” like Battelle who
advocated emancipation “cling to the ebony, woolly-headed god of their
idolatry.” Battelle should labor for the “preservation of the liberties of
the twenty millions of white people who are fighting to retain their free
institutions than to be wasting time in endeavoring to liberate the few
thousand slaves of West Virginia.” But if Battelle and his ilk succeeded in
foisting emancipation upon West Virginians, what other legislation would
they enact? Would they seek racial equality at the ballot box?'* Unless free-
state advocates could ensure the perpetuation of racial hierarchy without
slavery, West Virginia’s prospects as a free state appeared fleeting.

While white western Virginians debated slavery’s future in the proposed
state, actions undertaken by black western Virginians helped further the
cause of emancipation. Enslaved blacks in western Virginia, like those in
eastern Virginia, the Sea Islands along the South Carolina coast, and other
areas where Union troops presided, had begun self-emancipating. By the
summer of 1861, runaway slaves, or “contrabands,” became commonplace
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across western Virginia. In October 1861, an “old Virginia negro” from Wirt
County accompanied four companies of Union soldiers who had returned to
Wheeling. The escaped slave “belongs to a man now in the rebel army.”'* As
Union Brig. Gen. Benjamin F. Kelley pushed further into the mountains in
late 1861, more slaves took the opportunity to self-emancipate. In Romney,
“[q]uite a large number of contrabands . . . tumbled” into the Union camp
“expecting to be set free,” though the general planned to confine them until
their masters reclaimed them.' In southern Western Virginia, future president
Rutherford B. Hayes encountered numerous runaway slaves while stationed
as a Union soldier in Fayetteville during the winter of 1861—1862. Hayes
witnessed “a party of contrabands [who] started for Ohio” and remarked
that they will likely “be entitled to freedom, as I understand the rule adopted
by our Government” since their master served in the Confederate army.'®
By early 1862, Hayes reported that local secessionists warned slaves that
Union soldiers would “cut off arms of some negroes” and “sell the rest in
Cuba.” Such rumors reflected the instability wrought by the war and the
continued fleeing of slaves from their masters.!”

Delegates reconvened in early January 1862 as slaves continued to self-
emancipate and the war entered into another year. Gordon Battelle introduced
resolutions on slavery similar to those he had presented in the previous
meeting, including a colonization plan and delaying gradual emancipation
until July 4, 1865. Delegates tabled those
resolutions.'® Henry Dering chastised
Battelle for once again “press[ing] this
subject upon us” and feared that further
agitation on slavery “will prove the
opening of Pandoras Box.”" Dering
predicted that such resolutions would
“prove . . . fatal before the people” and
would only “produce disturbance[s]”
in West Virginia and other Union slave
states.”’ The Wellsburg Herald agreed
with Dering’s conclusion. “The people
will not vote for gradual emancipation
or any other interference with the rights
of' slave owners.” Many delegates would
“snap and snarl” if Battelle continued
to persist in his antislavery mission,

jeopardizing the entire statehood Rutherford ~ B.  Hayes  (source:
movement.2! Wikimedia Commons restored.jpg)
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Battelle persisted despite these fatalistic predictions. On February 12,
he introduced a set of similar resolutions that prohibited African Americans
from entering the state after the constitution’s ratification and paired
this with a more lenient gradual emancipation clause. These resolutions
reflected residents’ desire to demographically “whiten” the state and thus
remove African Americans from it. West Virginia voters, not constitutional
delegates, would either ratify or reject these resolutions.?? Delegates tabled
these resolutions, too, but only by a narrow margin, twenty-four to twenty-
three.”® The following day, Hancock County minister Joseph Pomeroy
proposed a compromise. West Virginians “do not want free negroes here,”
Pomeroy declared, leading him to recommend the adoption of Battelle’s
prohibition on African Americans entering the state following the
constitution’s ratification. By a forty-eight to one margin, delegates adopted
Battelle’s motion. Following the vote, Marion County delegate Hiram
Raymond instructed Battelle to “never mention slavery here again.”* The
convention adjourned a few days later after formally adopting a new state
constitution.

Residents’ mixed reactions to the proposed constitution reflected
the divided perspectives on the issue of slavery in the proposed state.
Battelle’s resolution prohibiting the importation of any African Americans,
free or enslaved, amounted to a disappointing defeat for “free soil”
advocates. A Tyler County resident derisively referred to it as “our pro-
slavery Constitution” and doubted that Congress would approve this
constitution.” The Wellsburg Herald, though, acknowledged the difficulty
in introducing Battelle’s prohibition measure. A “direct emancipation
clause . . . would have shocked long-existing prejudices of a majority of the
people,” the newspaper reasoned. Aggressive advocates of emancipation
“make a great noise, [but] in numbers they don’t amount to much outside
of the Panhandle.” The “people,” it concluded, “are not yet ripe for that
question.”” Though some Republicans and free-state supporters hoped that
West Virginia’s climate and lack of southern staples would compel African
Americans to move to warmer climates, procreation would likely ensure
slavery’s presence in the new state.”” Many West Virginians “seem to rely
with implicit confidence upon the silent innovations of future years for
[slavery’s] elimination from our midst,” an unnamed resident remarked.
“The voice of history is a disappointment to their cherished hopes.” While
many white residents had insisted for decades that the decreasing slave
population would eventually liberate their region, slavery remained a
central political, social, and economic feature. Why would this time be any
different, residents wondered.?
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7 GORDON BATTELLE ™

Methodist minister and educator
Gordon Battelle was a delegate
to state's first Constitutional
Convention in 1861. Battelle was
instrumental in the inclusion of
free public education, but his
efforts at gradual emancipation
of slaves failed. In November of
1861. he became chaplain of the
- First (West) Virginia Infantry.
- He died of typhoid fever in 1862.

In West Virginia’s First Constitutional Convention, Gordon Battelle twice
introduced resolutions to gradually emancipate slaves. The second time, he was
chastised for his efforts both by other delegates and the media. The West Virginia
Sesquicentennial Highway Historical Marker above recognizes his contributions
to the state (source: West Virginia Archives & History).
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Other Western Virginia politicians and residents considered Battelle’s
resolution as a compromise that saved the statehood movement. Henry
Dering predicted that had the convention adopted all three of Battelle’s
resolutions, “the whole . . . Sou[th] Western Delegation would have left

.. and have got their whole people to oppose it.” The new constitution
“would have been voted down by the Counties from Harrison [County] to
the Kentucky line.”? Taylor County farmer William W. Warder maintained
that delegates constructed “a firstrate constitution” and had “settled the niger
question without any excitement.” He predicted that the compromise “will
be received by all parties with sadisfaction.”® A Preston County resident
believed that the new constitution would receive the “suffrage of every friend
of a New State, whatever may be his proclivities in regard to the colored
race [emphasis in original].”' In Wheeling, Chester Hubbard applauded
the “compromise” enacted by the convention, as African Americans would
either “flourish or perish as the case may be.””*2 The Wellsburg Herald agreed
with Hubbard’s conclusion. The new constitution would “not interfere with
the master’s rights” but simply allowed slavery to either “stand” or “fall.”*
In short, the approval of Battelle’s resolutions reflected the uncertainty
still surrounding slavery. By not taking a firm position on emancipation,
delegates appeared to implicitly rely upon the war—and contrabands—to
resolve this issue for the proposed state and the nation.

On April 3, West Virginia voters approved the new constitution by a
wide margin, 18,862 in favor to 514 opposed. In some precincts, residents
could also vote on a nonbinding gradual emancipation clause. As with the
proposed constitution, West Virginians overwhelmingly supported gradual
emancipation, 6,052 to 616.* Residents offered different interpretations
regarding the results of the latter. Free-state supporters believed that this
vote provided “an unmistakable indication that our people want to make
their State a free State.” The Wellsburg Herald declared the informal
poll on gradual emancipation “a blow at slavery, and . . . [it] cripples the
rebellion more than the defeat of an army.”¢ For some West Virginians, the
vote on the gradual emancipation represented their opportunity to destroy
the institution that had instigated the war and torn the Union asunder. These
residents blamed slaveholders who prized their chattel over white political
equality and for the preceding decades of constitutional battles in the
commonwealth. “The wicked rebellion, as well as all the past and present
injustices suffered by Western Virginia,” Upshur County resident William
M. Shinn declared, “are due to Slavery and the evil principles engendered
by it [emphasis in original].”?” Other residents were more pragmatic. As
a Ritchie County resident argued, the “road by which slave States have
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traveled into the Union, has become so slippery with the blood of the
brave men of our nation that it cannot be traveled any more.” The war had
made slavery unpalatable and West Virginia’s admission as a slave state
impractical. Placing slavery on a path toward gradual extinction would
ensure the state’s admission to the Union.*

Still, others read the results differently, providing insight into how
residents interpreted the intersection of slavery and federalism. John G. Jacob
inferred that residents’ overwhelming approval of gradual emancipation
signaled their desire to control emancipation without congressional
interference and should not be interpreted as abolitionism.** This opportunity
to control the proposed state’s internal affairs encouraged more men to head
to the polls. As Arthur I. Boreman reported, “[M]any good men in Wheeling,
who generally took no part in politics, were opposed to congress prescribing
the provisions of our constitution on any subject embraced in it.” In short,
fear of “congressional interference” led many residents to support statehood
and gradual emancipation lest northern abolitionists in Congress attempt to
control the process. By voting in favor of the proposed state and gradual
emancipation residents sought to narrow the consequences arising from a
war over slavery.*

The growth of the Republican
Party in the region further
complicated the politics of the
statthood movement and slavery.
Some residents supported gradual
emancipation in an attempt to limit
the power wielded by Republicans,
a group that often appeared
allied with northern abolitionists.
Chester Hubbard reported that
“Republicanism has full sway in the
Panhandle” and that Republicans
“are making every thing bend to
the behest of party.”*! The Wheeling
Daily Intelligencer’s stance on
gradual emancipation in connection
with statehood “has been jesuitical,”
Van Winkle grumbled. Newspaper
editor Archibald Campbell and his

Peter Godwin Van Winkle (source: Prints . «
and Photographs Division, Library of ilk OppO??d .the New State unless
Congress) the Abolitionists can rule,” what Van
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Winkle considered a “humiliating condition.”? He later prayed that this
Republican “clique will be able to lay the devil [of emancipation] they have
raised.”” John J. Davis, disgusted with the “Anti-Slavery parasites” in the
state legislature who attempted to foist emancipation on West Virginians,
voted against an antislavery measure.* He later predicted that the Wheeling
Daily Intelligencer would provide “Comments” on this negative vote and
that the newspaper along with other Republicans would encourage his
constituents to convene “another indignation meeting” against him. With
Republicans seemingly guiding the statehood movement, many residents
feared that these Republicans and their abolitionist allies would mandate
racial and political equality within the state’s borders. By determining how
West Virginians would control and resolve the issue of slavery, Davis and
others believed that they could remove such “parasites” from the body
politic before they infected it with radical ideas.*

For some residents the fear of sickness was tangible and had already
occurred. John Carlile, a one-time supporter of statehood, now emerged
as a vocal opponent and leader of a conservative faction wary of the war
and its expanding effects. And as senator, Carlile possessed a platform for
his views. The senator feared that the war and demands for unquestioned
patriotism provided a “pretext for transcending Constitutional limits,”
notably private property rights. By allegedly assisting runaway slaves, the
Union army acted as an abolitionist agent and was complicit in undermining
the Constitution.*® “The people of the State themselves must be left free
to regulate their own domestic affairs,” the National Telegraph stressed.
The prospect of “Congressional dictation” took on added urgency as the
“negro loving fanatics in Congress” appeared bent on making West Virginia
a free state without “the people determin[ing] the question for themselves
in in their own way [emphasis in original].” That West Virginians were
considering a gradual emancipation clause provided enough evidence
that the entire movement had been tainted by northern abolitionists and
must be immediately halted. As the war continued into its second year
with little prospect of conclusion, some residents feared that the Lincoln
administration and northern abolitionists would become more aggressive
in attacking slavery and trampling upon civil liberties. By controlling the
process of emancipation, West Virginians would avoid such a fate.*’

Residents’ aspiration for a new state deepened in mid-1862 as Union
Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign appeared poised to
capture Richmond and end the war before an independent West Virginia had
been secured. Gov. Francis Pierpont, confident that the “rebellion” would be
“shortly put down,” contacted President Lincoln, inquiring about treatment
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of former Confederates and their
political status in the Reorganized
Government of Virginia.*® Other
West Virginians shared this same
expectation in early 1862. “We are
watching and waiting with anxious
hearts for the fall of Richmond,”
Morgantown attorney J. Marshall
Hagans reported.”  Residents’
anxiousness mingled with their fears
of reuniting with neighbors who
had sided with the Confederacy. If
Richmond fell before West Virginia
became a state, Harrison Hagans of
Preston County explained, the “rebel
constituency in the East will . . . send
John Snyder Carlile (source: West Virginia men to represent them, who will tax
Archives & History) the West to pay this rebel war debt, and

rule it with an iron rod.” The “pitiless
storm of wrath” that westerners had endured over the preceding decades
would be “made hotter by disappointed ambition in this wicked rebellion.”*
With Confederates unable to create a national “cotton oligarchy,” one
Clarksburg newspaper predicted that these embittered Confederates would
establish a similar “aristocratic structure” in Virginia where the “wealthy”
controlled the government and diminished “the influence of the poor man.””!
McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign likely encouraged many West Virginians
to support the statehood movement, even if it meant slavery’s gradual
abolition. Under this scenario, residents would at least shape the state with
little, if any, northern and abolitionist influence and deliver themselves from
the wrath of their eastern brethren.

The Final Battle for Statehood

By late June 1862, the Senate Committee on Territories released an
amended version of the West Virginia statehood bill.>? This version, authored
by Virginia Senator John Carlile, increased West Virginia by adding fifteen
counties and included a gradual emancipation clause that anew constitutional
convention would have to ratify.” Carlile’s political chicanery appeared to
doom the statehood movement. “The bill carries death to our new state,”
Henry Dering lamented, as the slave population included in the additional
fifteen counties would rankle northern Republicans. “Our people are in
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(13

despair,” Dering reported, “and
many have now given up all hopes of
a new state.””* Methodist Episcopal
minister Moses Tichenell of Marion
County likewise bemoaned the
proposed enlargement of the state.
Shenandoah  Valley  residents
possessed “sympathies, habits, and

. interests” identical to those
of the “strong niggerdum of the
east” and antagonistic to West
Virginians. Though his neighbors
“are not Abolitionists in the present
acceptation of the offensive term,”
they despised the “rule of [SJouthern
slave[ry]” and sought freedom from
the “tyranical lash of the proud
nabobs of eastern Virginia” at any

Waitman Thomas Wiley (source: Brady- ot even that of emancipation.’s

Handy Photograph Collection, Prints and . [
Photographs Division, Library of Congress, Willey, fearful Fhat Carhl? 5
photo by Mathew Brady) changes would derail the entire

statthood ~ movement,  sought
compromise.* His “Willey Amendment” would free slaves born after July
4, 1863, while those younger than ten would be liberated upon turning
twenty-one; slaves older than ten but younger than twenty-one would
remain enslaved until they reached twenty-five. The Willey Amendment also
banned importing slaves into the state. Senators approved the compromise
and West Virginia’s admission by a twenty-three to seventeen vote.”” When
the House of Representatives reconvened in December, former opponents
of West Virginia’s admission emerged as supporters because slavery’s
demise in the state appeared certain.”® On December 10, representatives
passed West Virginia’s statehood application, ninety-six to fifty-five. West
Virginia’s statehood bill next required Lincoln’s signature.”

Lincoln felt conflicted on the statehood bill. Issues of slavery,
constitutionality, and timing vexed the president, leading him to solicit
arguments from cabinet members concerning the state’s admission.®
On December 31, 1862, President Lincoln concurred with those cabinet
members who agreed that West Virginia’s admission was “expedient” and
constitutionally sound. West Virginians’ loyalty to the Union and their “aid”
in fighting the rebellion manifested those residents’ devotion to the federal
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government, Lincoln declared. The addition of the Willey Amendment
ensured that “slave soil” would become “free,” what Lincoln considered an
“irrevocable encroachment upon the cause of the rebellion.” The president
applauded West Virginians’ “secession in favor of the constitution” and
granted their request for statehood.*!

West Virginia’s admission into the Union would become official
pending ratification of the Willey Amendment by a constitutional convention
and public referendum. For residents sympathetic to the Confederacy,
opposed to “congressional dictation,” or resistant to separation in general,
the referendum provided another opportunity to derail the statehood
movement.”? African Americans, opponents declared, would flood West
Virginia and demand full and equal access to employment opportunities and
the ballot box. To perpetuate and protect racial hierarchy, West Virginians
must reject the Willey Amendment.

Pro-statehood West Virginians launched a counter-offensive, insisting
that ratifying the Willey Amendment would strengthen, not threaten, racial
hierarchy. Gradual emancipation would hasten slavery’s decline in the
region, accelerating a demographic “whitening” already unfolding across
the region. This erosion of slave labor would facilitate the expansion of
“free labor,” transforming West Virginia into an industrial state like Ohio
or Pennsylvania. Removing slaves from the state would also remove West
Virginia outside “Jeff. Davis’ kingdom,” an aristocratic nation allegedly
bent on disenfranchising non-slaveholders.®* Access to the ballot box in
West Virginia, though, would continue for white men regardless of wealth,
while the state’s few African Americans would be disenfranchised. West
Virginians’ abolition of slavery would also hasten the war’s conclusion,
a stinging rebuke to eastern Virginians whose zeal to protect their slave
property now threatened its existence. West Virginians, supporters
proclaimed, would continue to enjoy the benefits of slavery as “whiteness”
would reign as the principal political ethos.

West Virginians in favor of statehood stressed the benefits of “free
soil,” crafting arguments that touched on Virginia’s political and sectional
history. Upon hearing the news that the House of Representatives approved
West Virginia’s admission, an anonymous writer in the Wheeling Daily
Intelligencer celebrated West Virginia’s policy of “equal taxation, [and]
equal representation.” These democratic principles “have animated . . . all
true Western Virginians for many long years.”* In a meeting in Marshall
County, Brooke County merchant Campbell Tarr, a Wheeling convention
delegate, blamed the “slaveholding oligarchy of Eastern Virginia” for the
“whirlpool of destruction” that now engulfed the country. Tarr expressed
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little remorse for the “poor Eastern Virginia rebel wretches . . . suffering all
the horrors of a desolating and destructive war.” This cabal had governed
the state by the maxim “‘rule or ruin’” over the preceding decades, and
without western allies, eastern Virginians faced certain destruction.®® A
Marion County resident reported that his neighbors “are highly gratified
with the cheering prospect of being separated from Eastern Virginia.” For
decades, western Virginians had lived in “Niggerdom,” where all political
matters centered on slavery. But West Virginia’s establishment and slavery’s
inevitable demise had overthrown the “king” and “master” of this tyrannical
domain.®® Though secessionists “might prate forever about rights, and
might appeal to all our Virginia-ism, and all our nominal connection with
the institutions of the South,” West Virginia was not a southern state, the
Wheeling Daily Intelligencer asserted. Richmond legislators’ attempts to
make the Northwest “[S]outhern” failed because residents shared more in
common with their “free soil” neighbors than eastern Virginians.®’

Proponents also maintained that West Virginia’s transformation
into a free state reflected geographical realities. As the Wheeling Daily
Intelligencer explained, “natural causes, silently and uncontrollably at work,
were . . . ridding Western Virginia of slavery,” as the region’s “climate”
and “soil” were hostile to this “foreign institution.” Further, West Virginia’s
proximity to Ohio and Pennsylvania shaped residents’ interpretation of
African-American bondage. The “influence,” “politics,” “industries,” and
“sentiments” of West Virginia’s neighbors “were steadily destroying the
hold of slavery” in the region.®® Abolishing slavery promised to expand
industrial development and place the state on a similar economic trajectory
as that of its neighbors. The “black spots that has given us so much trouble
and retarded our growth and prosperity so greatly” would be removed,
Henry Dering predicted.®® Slavery had “paralyzed” West Virginia’s
economic development over the preceding decades, Willey declared, while
Ohio’s “rapid progress” demonstrated the benefits of “free soil” and “free
labor.” With slavery removed, West Virginians would finally unleash the
state’s “inexhaustible mineral resources” that had remained undisturbed for
decades.” “Vote in the New State,” he instructed Wheeling laborers, and
“[y]ou will have . . . free labor.””!

The economic prosperity wrought by “free labor”” would also protect
white men’s political rights. Confederate leaders sought to establish an
aristocratic government and place white laborers in the same economic
stratum that African-American slaves occupied, statehood supporters
alleged. In a meeting in Triadelphia, Gov. Francis Pierpont declared that
Confederates believe “that the working classes are the mudsills of society”
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and that “capital should own labor.” These beliefs revealed Confederates’
true character. “Aristocracy never could tolerate the idea that the country
should belong to those who rightfully cultivate it,” he proclaimed.”? George
Porter, Speaker of the Virginia House of Delegates in Wheeling, agreed.
In a gathering in Wheeling, Porter confirmed that Confederates “are not a
democratic people.” They opposed “a government of all the people” and
sought to restrict the “right of suffrage” until only property owners could
vote.” In a mass meeting in Philippi, residents maintained that Confederates
sought to create a government “in which negro slavery shall be made a
fundamental principle of government.” Slaveholding would constitute
the “basis of civil preferment, [and] of elevated social positions and
distinctions.” West Virginia’s creation, however, would protect residents
from these antidemocratic Confederates.”

Statehood supporters’ arguments resonated with many residents who
had witnessed political and economic developments unfold over the preceding
decades. The issue of race in a post-slavery state, though, remained divisive.
Abolitionists, opponents maintained, sought to transform West Virginia into
a colony for freed blacks, initiating a demographic “blackening” of the region
and a dismantling of the region’s racial hierarchy. Defying congressional
emancipation by rejecting the Willey Amendment would convince northern
Republicans and their Northwest allies that residents would not submit to
the “Wheeling Abolition clique.”” This clique, West Virginia conservatives
charged, attempted to foist a constitution crafted by northern abolitionists
and their allies upon residents to maintain “themselves in power and carry
out their promise to the Abolitionists of New England to give the New
State to them [emphasis in original].” The new constitution offered little
benefit for white West Virginians.” Indeed, a state constitution tinctured by
abolitionism threatened all residents. “No matter where abolition touches,”
the National Telegraph maintained, ““it palsies, pollutes and destroys.””’

Opponents hoped to seize upon residents’ widespread hatred for
abolitionism by blurring distinctions between Republicans, abolitionists,
and statehood sympathizers and advocates, a tactic that centered on the
“inevitable nigger question [emphasis in original].”’® Gradual emancipation
would not “whiten” the state but “blacken” the mountains, opponents
insisted, as African Americans would flood the state seeking employment
and political and civic equality. Aided by northern abolitionists and
their West Virginia allies, freed blacks would control the state. Skeptical
residents needed to only look at Lincoln’s draconian policies on confiscating
slaveholders’ property for evidence of abolitionists’ increasing power over
the president and the administration’s prosecution of the war. Abolitionists
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had transformed a war for the Union into a crusade for racial equality, a
transformation that now targeted West Virginia.

John Carlile emerged as a prominent exponent of such views. In a
speech in Clarksburg, Carlile “classed all friends of the New State Bill in the
same category with Wendell Phillips and J. R. Giddings.” These northern
abolitionists wished only to foist racial equality upon West Virginians, even
recruiting residents to carry out this nefarious plan. The “Secessionists of
this vicinity were greatly pleased with the remarks,” reported Union soldier
E .C. Moderwell, while “many undoubted Union men felt outraged by the
same.” Carlile “advised his hearers to resist Congressional interference or
dictation, if needs be with the sword.” In short, white men in West Virginia
had to resist abolitionism.”

President Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation deepened opponents’
convictions that abolitionists demanded slavery’s destruction. Lincoln
“obey[ed] the behests of the insane fanatics he has encouraged around
him,” the National Telegraph alleged, notably those “most ultra men of the
northern faction.” Unionists in Kentucky, Missouri, and Western Virginia,
confronted by the president’s “contemptuous disregard” for their loyalty,
now “must surrender to the fanatics of Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and
the Western Reserve [emphasis in original].”® The enlistment of African
Americans incensed residents. West Virginia politicians who supported
such a measure “must think [their] constituents [to be] among the most
narrow, hidebound and contracted of men, if they would support an act,
so objectionable” that the bill’s “grossness” was manifest to everyone.*
Arthur Boreman reported that numerous Union soldiers “are opposed to
the arming and making soldiers of negroes” and predicted that the policy
would “produce disquietude, desertions, and . . . serious demoralization.”®?
Still, Republicans persisted in arming African Americans, a policy that
would lead to the “extermination of both races in the slaveholding States.”
These same men, claimed the National Telegraph, also endorsed the Willey
Amendment.®

The 1862 mid-term election results’ buoyed opponents’ hopes that
“Abolition rule is drawing to a close” and that the statehood movement
would be foiled.* Lincoln’s unconstitutional policies, including his
suspension of habeas corpus and authorization of military trials for
“all rebels and insurgents, their aiders and abettors . . . and all persons
discouraging volunteer enlistments, resisting militia drafts, or guilty of any
disloyal practice” revealed the president’s true intentions.* This blanket
condemnation smacked of executive tyranny and abolitionist meddling.
Lincoln’s “band of demons may be able to construe anything they like into
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disloyalty,” the Charleston Guerilla charged.® These “arbitrary arrests . . .
were not made for the benefit of the country, but in behalf of the Abolition
party,” the Wheeling Daily Press exclaimed, as the arrests “reduce[d] the
opponents of that party to such an extremity of fear and trepidation that they
would offer no political resistance to its universal domination.” Governor
Pierpont allegedly ‘“hankered” after similar power, “copying upon the
Washington tyrants” to remove “obstacle[s] to his political projects,”
including the creation of West Virginia.*’

Pierpont’s quest for unconstitutional executive powers akin to
Lincoln’s demonstrated to statehood opponents that the movement to create
a new state was truly a plot to impose racial equality. Republicans, allied
with abolitionists, promised much with West Virginia’s creation but their
promises rang hollow. “Coming in as the Free Speech, Free Vote, Free Soil
and Free man’s party,” Republicans offered “flimsy fictions about what great
things are com[ing] to the New State,” the Wheeling Daily Press claimed.®
Republicans’ “sole aim,” “every act,” and “highest ambition . . . irrespective
of their own race or their government,” the Morgantown Monitor protested,
“is for the negro.” Republicans’ “speeches are for the negro; their votes are
for the negro; [and] their taxes are for the negro[emphasis in original].”
Despite the “wild and reckless theories” expounded by ‘“Abolitionists,
fanatics, and many leaders of the Republican party,” the Monitor s editor
reminded his audience that African Americans constituted an “inferior race,
deficient in judgment, and incapable of self-government.” This “inferior
race” would clamor for political and social equality with West Virginia’s
founding; would residents sanction such actions?*

Triadelphia residents pledged resistance to such efforts. “We look
upon the effort to place the African upon an equality with the white man
in Western Virginia as vain and foolish,” residents declared during a
mass meeting. Previous attempts of imposing racial equality had failed,
“bring[ing] demoralization and ruin to both” races and had threatened to
“destroy the best interests of our country.” Welcoming “free negroes into
Western Virginia,” residents further averred, was “unwise and ruinous to
the order and good morals of our society.” These West Virginians promised
resistance to abolitionists’ efforts.”

West Virginians’ opposition to the “black toadies” that advocated
statehood reflected their concern that a new state would overturn the region’s
established racial hierarchy.” A “majority” of residents opposed the “negro-
equalizing amendment” known as the Willey Amendment, one conservative
newspaper declared, but military and political authorities at the behest
of abolitionists prevented a full and open discussion of the issue.”? West
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Virginians are to be “enslaved, and . . . Africanized” if voters ratified the
Willey Amendment, the Clarksburg Patriot warned.” Wheeling abolitionists
“would not pass the New State bill without imposing the condition that
it should be an Abolition State, and a roosting and lurking place for the
negroes [emphasis in original].”* Statehood supporters hoped to transform
West Virginia into “a colony for runaway negroes,” welcoming African
Americans with the promise of liberation by the Willey Amendment.”
The National Telegraph suggested renaming the amendment “An act to
Africanize North Western Virginia, and to enslave the white inhabitants
thereof” to more accurately represent the amendment’s purpose.” “Give
us a new State, un-Abolitionized,” the Wheeling Daily Press demanded,
“a new State without the secret machinery which is to guide its control
and direction into Abolition.”” Protecting West Virginians’ racial hierarchy
demanded that residents oppose this abolitionist attempt to impose gradual
emancipation upon unwilling residents, even if this opposition undermined
the statchood movement. As the Clarksburg Patriot proclaimed, “[E]very
man who is opposed to making Western Virginia a free negro colony” must
reject the new state.”

Statehood proponents, though, maintained that West Virginia’s
creation guaranteed and protected “whiteness,” even without slavery. West
Virginia’s admission into the Union ensured that, regardless of the war’s
outcome, Deep South planters would not politically enslave white residents
or consider them “like slaves on the block.”” The Willey Amendment would
compel slaveholders to sell or emancipate their chattel, while the prohibition
on importing slaves would further “whiten” the Mountain State. And with
a climate inhospitable for freed blacks or plantation agriculture, African
Americans had little incentive to remain in the state. The demographic
“whitening” that would unfold across West Virginia promised a thorough
“whitening” of the political process, too.

West Virginia’s demographic “whitening” had been unfolding for
years, statehood proponents declared, as census data revealed a decline in
the slave population. “The end of slavery is a foregone conclusion,” the
Wellsburg Herald insisted.'® In the northern panhandle, both slavery and
“free negroes” have been “dead letters,” and John G. Jacob believed that
the “entire free black population can be counted on the fingers.”!”! Waitman
Willey agreed with Jacob’s reasoning. Willey, a slaveholder, considered the
number of African-American slaves in West Virginia “too small to stand in
the way of the public good.” Further, the state’s “geographical situation”
meant “that slavery could never exist here to any great extent, even if it were
desirable to have it.” Willey and other statehood proponents ignored the
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region’s long history with slavery and the slave trade, insisting instead that
few residents desired slaves and fewer free blacks. By supporting statehood,
residents would rid themselves of both groups.!®

Emancipating African-American slaves raised the question of freed
blacks’ status in the new state. West Virginians held a “deep and universal
prejudice against this class of persons,” confessed one statehood proponent.'®
Waitman Willey acknowledged that adversaries “clamor[ed] about the
danger of free-negro-ism,” but he and other advocates believed that African
Americans would not constitute a problem in West Virginia.!* A “very large
proportion of the slaves will be converted into money and started Southward,”
the Wellsburg Herald declared.'”® “[OJur Northern negrophobists™ further
reasoned that “free negroes will remain where they were born and continue
to work for their masters,” especially those on Southern plantations. The
Herald predicted that the Emancipation Proclamation would accelerate the
“current of negro travel . . . southward,” draining the African-American
population and whitening the Upper South.!%

But would the few African Americans who remained increase
competition in the job market and depress wages? Statehood opponents
maintained that West Virginia’s founding would trigger a flood of freed
blacks, where “every nigger” would push “a white man out of employment,”
and local German immigrants “would all be turned out of employment and
free negroes substitute[d] in their stead.”'?” Statehood promoters dismissed
this baseless rumor. African Americans “will seek menial employment as
they always and everywhere do,” one supported declared.'”® “The hotel,
the barber shop, [and] the steamboat, are the paradise of the free negroes,”
answered another proponent, as blacks would labor as “waiters, porters,
barbers or hostlers” while avoiding any “mechanical employment.” These
service occupations reinforced racial hierarchy, as African Americans would
labor in subordinate service industries while white residents occupied more
prestigious positions. This unnamed author assured West Virginians that
African Americans “naturally adapt themselves” to those “peculiar services,”
calming fears that freed blacks would seek to challenge that labor hierarchy.'®

African Americans’ subordinate position reflected the will of
Providence, a universal truth that statehood supporters endorsed. “How
can the negro, whom God has made so inferior to the white, morally,
intellectually and physically, ever be made his equal[?]”""° West Virginians
received confirmation of such beliefs from minstrel shows, a popular
cultural performance that allowed audience members to express their racial
anxieties and collective fears of African Americans.!"! Minstrels’ mockery
of African Americans reinforced statehood advocates’ assertions that the
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“ignorant African slave” and his “offspring” were unsuited to the labor
required in West Virginia’s economy. White laborers in West Virginia, not
African Americans, would provide the labor needed to unleash the new
state’s mineral resources. !

The menial employment African Americans occupied reflected
their political status in the new state, too. “The hackneyed song of negro
equality, negro jurors, and the like, is the old argument of secessionists,” a
resident grumbled.'” This “old argument” was impossible in West Virginia,
supporters explained, because the new state “will have the strongest anti-free
negro laws of any loyal State in the Union.” West Virginia would enforce
the “old laws of Virginia,” laws characterized as “severe and restrictive
enough to meet the fears of the most timorous.”!'* Article 11, Section 8 of
West Virginia’s proposed constitution stated that the “common law and the
laws of the State of Virginia” concerning free African Americans would
remain untouched. These laws included forced removal of freed blacks
older than twenty-one, imprisoning individuals who transported blacks into
the state, and imposing fines on African Americans who refused to leave the
state. Corporal punishment against this last group would also be enforced.
Slavery’s shadow would still linger over the mountains even though the
institution would soon no longer officially exist.!"

Slavery’s demise not only benefited West Virginia but the entire
nation, as the institution’s death in the Mountain State would hasten the
war’s conclusion. “This is a Pro-Slavery Rebellion,” the Fairmont National
declared, “fomented by slaveholders, and for Slavery’s sake.” West
Virginia’s admission would assist in slavery’s “overthrow and extinction.”!°
Many statehood advocates endorsed Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation
as a similar means of destroying the Confederacy and ending the war. The
Wellsburg Herald believed that the proclamation would “speedily bring the
war to an issue.”'”” In a new state mass meeting in Ohio County, residents
“hail[ed] the President’s emancipation proclamation as an efficient means
of destroying the prime cause and backbone of the present malignant and
unholy rebellion.”'"® Ending the war would hopefully end the guerilla
conflict that had terrorized residents, too. Arthur Boreman reported that
counties below the northern panhandle were “not safe for a loyal man”
and recommended that loyalists remain within “sight of the Ohio River
[emphasis in original].”""® Virginia Rep. Jacob B. Blair of Parkersburg
instructed Willey to hold “the election [on the new constitution] as early as
possible before warm weather when the guerrillas can infest the mountains
and prevent the people from voting.” With the state’s future assured, such
attacks would hopefully cease.!?
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The constitutional convention
that reconvened in February 1863
enacted few substantive changes to
the constitution ratified by voters
the previous year. Compensating
loyal slaveholders emerged as the
most divisive issue, with James
Brown of Kanawha demanding
federal compensation for loyal
slaveholders who immediately
emancipated their slaves and
James S. Wheat of Morgan County
suggesting that funds derived from
the sale of Confederate property,

F - including slaves, be directed to loyal
Jacob Beeson Blair (source: Wikipedia) slaveholders.’?’  Both  proposals
failed.”” Rather, in a unanimous
vote, delegates approved the Willey Amendment fifty-four to zero, while
agreeing to petition the federal government for two million dollars for
loyal slaveholders.'? West Virginia voters would ratify or reject the new
constitution on March 26, the final obstacle to statehood.

Onthatdate, West Virginiaresidents and soldiers voted overwhelmingly
to ratify the new state constitution with the Willey Amendment, 28,318 in
favor to 572 opposed.* Upon receiving the returns, on April 20, President
Lincoln issued a proclamation that West Virginians had satisfied all
constitutional obligations and West Virginia would be admitted into the
Union on June 20, 1863.'> The Wheeling Daily Intelligencer celebrated
the “wonderful” results, regarding the wide margin as a “grand and
overwhelming . . . triumph.”"?* West Virginians’ demonstrated that they
“didn’t need a new nigger State” but a “free State,” even though “such men
as Carlile . . . were for the niggers” and attempted to sway voters to that
perspective, t00.”” The creation of West Virginia—and the destruction of
slavery—uvia the ballot box appeared inevitable as residents celebrated the
election results.

“Whitening” the New State at the Expense of Blacks
Slavery’s death via democracy, however, may have been somewhat
premature and myopic. West Virginians’ initial policy on slavery only
prohibited the importation of African American slaves, a resolution that
signaled residents’ reluctance to dismantle the institution. Congressional
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pressure compelled West Virginians to pursue compromise, but the accord
reached by politicians and ratified by voters reflected residents’ continued
endorsement of proslavery beliefs and democratic principles. From a
practical standpoint, slavery would continue to operate in the new state for
decades. The Willey Amendment delayed emancipation for thousands of
young slaves while older slaves would remain in bondage until death. African
Americans could acquire freedom through self-emancipation or through
manumission, but some slaveholders, wary of losing their investment,
could look for prospective buyers in nearby Kentucky or Missouri. African-
American bondage in West Virginia would likely continue into the twentieth
century, when a majority of statehood leaders would have passed on and
entrusted their descendants to tackle the final stages of emancipation. Could
shifting political and racial norms reignite this emancipation debate? How
would an independent and permanent Confederate nation shape this debate?
With no prospective conclusion to the Civil War by 1863, slavery’s future
remained uncertain but few predicted the institution’s demise in only a few
years. Still, regardless of the Civil War’s outcome, the “politics of slavery”
would figure prominently over the coming decades, cementing slavery’s
centrality to politics.

Slavery’s influence was manifest in the new constitution. While
emancipation unfolded over the proceeding decades, laws imposed on
African Americans promoted and perpetuated racial hierarchy. Corporal
punishment remained on the books, authorizing white authorities to mete
out punishment on unrepentant blacks. Freed blacks would perform menial
labor, occupying low-level service positions while white laborers occupied
more prestigious and lucrative positions. African Americans would not
“blacken” West Virginia’s growing industrial sector. This economic
segregation carried over into politics. Statehood leaders’ refusal to endorse
African-American political and civil rights or countenance any status for
blacks other than slavery reflected their desire to “whiten” the Mountain
State. Disenfranchised and marginalized freed blacks provided similar visual
evidence as enslaved African Americans before the war: politics remained
the purview of white men. West Virginians’ embrace of democratic reform
with a new state exhibited neither a clean break from slavery nor their
Virginia heritage that historians suggest.

Rather, the political “whitening” residents sought with statehood
reflected a continuation of antebellum norms concerning race and politics,
norms constructed and refined through residents’ defense of African-
American bondage and political equality for white men.
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Document:

Thomas Jefferson Letter and Transcription
Ryan J. Spencer

About the Letter

The letter that follows is a rare legal opinion authored at Monticello,
written and signed by Thomas Jefferson, regarding the bounty for wolf
heads in Augusta and Botetourt counties. In 1771, when the letter was
written, Jefferson was a delegate in the House of Burgesses, representing
Albemarle County. He had been admitted to the Virginia bar in 1767 after
studying at the College of William and Mary. The recipient of the letter was
James McDowell, a relative of the Preston who later founded Smithfield
in present-day Blacksburg, Virginia. The letter was donated to Historic
Smithfield® by Preston descendant Charles D. Fox IV and family.

Transcription of the Letter (front)

By the act of assembly 1748.¢c.40. a reward of 100 1b of tobo [tobacco]
was given for the head of every old wolf, and 50 Ib for every young one, to
be paid by the county and repaid by the public.

By another act 1764.c.2. the court of Augusta was directed to levy it in
money at the rate of 12/6 [12 shillings, six pence] per hundred.

By another act 1769.¢.40. Augusta was divided into two counties, to one
of which the name of Botetourt was given; yet this did not alter the law as to this
matter, but the court of Botetourt may still levy in money for the old reward.

But by an act 1769.c. 23. an additional reward is given of 100 Ib tobo
for every old wolf and 50 Ib for a young one to be paid by the county and
not repaid by the public; and no provision is made for levying this in money.
The court must therefore levy this in tobo, since the claimant has a right to
receive this additional reward in tobo.

Th. Jefferson
Nov. 4. 1771.
Nov. 4. 1771.
Rec! of Mr Wm. Bowyer for James McDowell 21/6 for the above opinion.
Th. Jefferson
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Ryan J. Spencer

About the Reverse Side
Two sections of the back of the letter from Jefferson to McDowell
indicate that Thomas Jefferson received £1.1.6, or 1 pound, 1 shilling, 6
pence, for the opinion. Although presented somewhat differently, this figure
corresponds to the one written by Jefferson on the front page since 21
shillings equal 1 pound, 1 shilling. The back of the letter appears to bear the
handwriting of several people, none of whom could be identified.
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Document: Thomas Jefferson Letter and Transcription
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About the Transcriber: Ryan J. Spencer is executive director of Historic
Smithfield® and has also worked in several capacities for The Henry
Ford, a history and education center dedicated to American inventors and
innovations, in Dearborn, Michigan. The Michigan native holds a bachelor’s
degree in history, English, and secondary education from Hillsdale College
and a master’s degree in museology/museum studies from the University of
St. Andrews.

99



Index to Volume 24

Index to Volume 24
Sharon Watkins and Clara B. Cox

(Editors’ note: The Index does not include Black House, Alexander, 66

information in endnotes.) Black family, 57, 61
A two Black brothers, 61
abolitionists, Abolitionists, 68, 70, 75, 76, 77, William, 57, 61
78,81, 82, 83, 84 black people, enslaved, 61
“Africanize North Western Virginia, an act to,”  Blacksburg Drama, The; see Book Review
84 and Blacksburg, Virginia
African slaves, African-American slaves, 80, 85,  Blacksburg, Virginia, iii, vii, viii, 57, 59-66, 97
87; see also under West Virginia Black, William (founder), 57, 61
agrarian aristocracy, 63 boys’ academy, 24, 64
agriculture and mechanics, studies in, 63 Draper’s Meadows, iii
agriculture, see “family farming practices” education, public, 64
Albemarle County, 97 freedmen, 64
Alexandria, 1; see also Virginia’s pro-Union Europeans (“The First Settlers”), 60, 61
government geographical background, 59-60, 64
Alexandria Gazette and Virginia Advertiser, 3 incorporated, 61
Allegany County, Virginia, 7 Indian attacks, 60, 61
Allegheny Mountains, 2 land grant, white land grant, 60, 64
allegiance(s) (to the Union or Confederacy), native American tribal people, 59, 60
1,3,4 preservation, historic, 65
America, iii Preston, William (leading patriot), 62; see also
American and European history, 60 under Preston (family)
American colonies, hostage-taking, 4 sixteen squares, 61; graphic, 61
American independence, iii, 62 Smithfield Plantation, see under Preston
American republic, iii (family)
antebellum, 69, 88 timespans
Articles of War, U.S., 5 pre-1774 (“The Pre-Smithfield Years™), 60
aristocracy, aristocratic government, 80, 81 1774 to 1862 (The Smithfield Years”), 60
Ash, Thomas, 17 1862 and beyond, 60
Athenaeum military prison, 8, 9, 15 Virginia Tech, 64; see also Virginia Tech
Augusta County, viii, 97, 98 blacks, enslaved, black bondage, 68, 70
Averell, William W., Brig. Gen., 11 Blair, Jacob Beeson, Virginia Rep., 86, 87;
photograph, 87
B Blue Ridge Mountains, v
B&O Railroad, 11, 15 Bonnell, William M., 17
Barbour County, 8, 10, 11 Booker, Belinda, 15
Barbour County Militia, 11 “Book Review: The Blacksburg Drama: A
Bates, Ruth, 15 history of Blacksburg in three acts,” viii, 59—66
Bath County, Virginia, 13 Boreman, Arthur Ingraham, Gov., 9, 11, 12,
Battelle, Gordon, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74 13, 14, 15,16, 17, 18, 67, 68, 75, 82, 86;
resolutions, 71, 72, 73, 74 photographs, 11, 68
state historical marker, 73 Botetourt County, viii, 97, 98
Bechtel, Lawrence Reid “Larry,” 44; photograph, ~ bounty, see bounty for wolf heads under
44 Jefferson, Thomas, 1771 letter
Belington, 11 Bowyer, Wm., see under Jefferson, Thomas,
Belmont County, Ohio, 10 1771 letter
Beverline, Samuel, 17 Bradley, John G., Lt., 12, 13
Beverly, 11, 12, 13 Braxton County, 13, 14
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Britain’s colonies, 61

British government, 62

British hostage-taking, 4

British North America, v

Brodsky, Marc, vii, viii

Brooke County, 79

Brown, James, 87

Brown, J. Morris, 25, 45

Buchanan, George, 14—15

Bulltown, 14

Burruss, Julian A., President, Virginia
Agricultural and Mechanical College and

Polytechnic Institute, 65; photograph, 65

admission of full-time women students, 65
corps of cadets, required membership in, 65

C
cabinet members (Lincoln’s), 78
Caesar’s hostages, 4
Caldwell Family of Craig County
Annie Lorena, 21
Archibald Jr., 22, 23
Benton Montgomery, 21
Byron Wiley, 21, 22
Charles Minor “Charlie,” 21, 22, 42, 49
Emmett Gambill “Gam,” 21, 23, 40, 42
Frank Braxton, 21, 22, 28, 40
Frank Yingling Jr., 33, 44
George Charlton, 21, 22, 23, 49, 50
Grace “Gracie,” 21, 22, 41,42
IdaL., 21
Katherine Caldwell Mendez, 25, 41, 42, 44,
45, 46, 49
Lorena Elizabeth Givens, 21, 22, 23
Milton McHenry “Mic,” 21, 22, 25, 26, 27,
28,29, 31, 40, 41, 43, 49
Nellie “Nell” Blanche, 21, 22, 41, 45
William Addison “Add,” see under Caldwell,
William Addison “Add”
William Addison “Bill,” 44
Caldwell, William Addison “Add,” vii, 21— 49
career, 39, 40, 41
death, 42
first student to register at VAMC, 21
hike to reach campus, 21
hike memorialized by Virginia Tech Corps
of Cadets, 42
letter to niece, 4749
memorials to, 43, 44
Campbell, Anne J. (photographer), 63
Campbell, Archibald, newspaper editor, 75

Campbell, Hugh G. (author of The Blacksburg
Drama), viii, 59, 60, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66

Camp Chase, Ohio, 9, 14

Campbell, William Creighton, Dr., 42

Carlile, John Snyder, Virginia Senator, 68, 76,
77,78, 82, 87; photograph, 77
West Virginia statehood bill, amended

version, 77

Carroll, Gray, 24

Cassell, Stuart, 65

Castle Thunder prison, 13; photograph, 13

chain gang, 10

Charleston, 6, 83

Chinese hostage-taking, 4

civil liberties, losing, 68, 76

civil rights, of African Americans, 88

Civil War (civil war), war, vii, 1, 3, 5,6, 7,9 10,
12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18, 20, 63, 67, 68, 88, 96

Civil War Hostages, 6

civilian grudges, 3, 15

Clark County correspondent, 3

Clarksburg, 11, 77, 82

Clarksburg National Telegraph, see National
Telegraph

Clarksburg newspaper, 77

Clarksburg Patriot, 68, 84

Coffman, Elisa Jane, 15

Coffman, Susannah, 15

colonial and global domination (Great Britain
vs. France), 60

colony for freed blacks, 81

“colony for runaway negroes,” 84

commonwealth (Virginia), vii

Company F, 10th West Virginia Infantry, 14

Confederate
army, 71
foray, 12
partisans, 14, 16
property, sale of, 87

Confederate States, Confederacy, Confederates,
pro-Confederate, Confederate Nation, 1, 6, 7,
8,9,10, 12,13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 68, 77, 80,
81, 87, 88

Congress, U.S., 62, 63, 68, 72, 75,76, 79, 81,
82, 87-88
Congressional pressure, 87—88

Conrad, Thomas Nelson, 39

Constitutional Convention (West Virginia), 69,
72,73,74,77,79, 87
approving a new voting method, 69
defining state boundaries, 69
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identifying a state name, 69
radicals seize control of, 69
settling the slavery issue, 69
Constitution, U.S., 15, 68, 76
“pretext for transcending limits,” 76
contraband(s), see slaves
Corbett, Barbara, graphic designer, viii
corporal punishment (for blacks), 69, 86, 88
“cotton oligarchy,” 77
Cox, Clara B. (author, editor, Index compiler),
vii, viii, 21-57, 100
Cox, Wendy Jean (Royston), 45
Craig County, 21, 23, 26, 27, 34, 39, 40, 41, 42,
43,44,45,49
“Crossing into War: Hostages in Civil War
Virginia and West Virginia,” vii, 1-20
crusade for racial equality, 82
Cuba, 71

Daily Press, 83, 84

Daily Register, 8, 15

Daniel, John Warwick, Maj., 38

Darr, Joseph, Maj., district provost marshall,
Union Army, 14

Davis, Jefferson, 7, 79

Davis, John J., 69, 76

Davis, John W. C., 24

Dearborn, Michigan, 99

Deep South planters, 84

Delarnette, Daniel Coleman Sr., 38

delegates (to First and Second Constitutional
Conventions), 69, 70, 71,72, 73,74, 79, 81, 87

demographic “blackening” (of West Virginia), 81

demographic “whitening” (of West Virginia), 68,
72,79, 84

Department of West Virginia, 11

Dering, Henry, 69-70, 71, 74, 77, 78, 80

disloyalty, 3, 9, 17

dispossessed, v

“Dixey,” 16

“Document: Thomas Jefferson Letter and
Transcription,” viii, 97-99; see also Jefferson,
Thomas, 1771 letter

Doddridge County, 15, 17

Draper’s Meadows, iii, 60
killing and abduction of settlers, 60

Dunay, Donna, 61

Dunn’s Partisan Rangers (19th Virginia
Cavalry), 11

E

East, eastern, 70, 77

eastern slaveholders, 68, 79

Eastern Virginians, eastern Virginians, Eastern
Virginia, see under Virginia

“Eastern Virginia rebel wretches,” 80

education of children, rural Southwest
Virginia, 23

Eggleston (president of Virginia Tech), 65

Ellzey, M. G., Dr., 24, 25

emancipate, emancipation, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71,
72,74,75,76,77,78,79, 81, 84, 86, 88
gradual, 67, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 79, 81,

84; see also under West Virginia
self-emancipation, 70, 71, 88; see also under
African Americans

Emancipation Proclamation, 15, 82, 85, 86

enlistment of African Americans (into Union
army), 82

enslaved workers, enslaved people, v, v, viii, 23

Europe, 62

European hostage-taking, 4

Europeans, European settlement, European
homes, iii, 60, 62

Fayetteville, 71

Fairmont National, 16

family farming practices, rural Southwest
Virginia, 22, 23

Fate of Liberty, The, 5

federal forces, troops, 1, 67—68

federalism, intersection with slavery, 75

Flippo, Oscar Farish, Rev., 37

Fifteenth West Virginia Infantry, 11

Fincastle Resolutions, iii

Floridian, 59

Ford, The Henry, 99

“foreign institution” (slavery in West
Virginia), 80

Forth Separate Brigade, 11

Fort McHenry, 3

Fort Sumpter, 62

Fox, Charles D. IV, family, vii, 97

France, 60

free labor, 79, 80

free state, “free soil,” “free negro colony,” 68,
70, 72,74, 76,79, 80, 83, 84, 87

freed blacks, free blacks, free negroes, free
African Americans, freedmen, 64, 68, 81, 83,
85, 86, 88
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“deep and universal prejudice against,” 85
disenfranchised and marginalized, 88
menial, service-oriented labor, 68, 88
restrictive laws against, 69
status in new state, 85
French and Indian War (North America), 60
Frizzell, John, Athenaeum prison physician, 15

Gain, C. B., 17

Garrison, Webb, 6

Gatrell, Ducket, 17

General Order No. 100, 5

Giddings, J. R., 82

Gilmer County, 14

Gooden, Randall S. (author), vii, viii, 1-20

government—sanctioned emancipation, 69

government, transitions of, 1

governor, governors (Virginia, West Virginia), 6,
7,8,9,10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18

Gray Jacket, The, 29, 36, 37, 38, 39

Great Britain, 60

Great Wagon Road, iii

Guerilla (Confederate newspaper), 83

guerilla conflict, warfare, actions, bands, 3, 15,
16, 18, 86

H

habeas corpus, vii, 7, 10, 82

Hahn, T. Marshall, president, Virginia
Polytechnic Institute, 65

Hagans, Harrison, 77

Hagans, J. Marshall, 77

Hammer, Ellen, 4

Hancock County, 72

Harper's Weekly, 16

Harrison County, 3, 11, 15, 74

Harvie, W. B., 24

Hayes, Rutherford B., future president, 71;
photograph, 71

Herald, see Wellsburg Herald

Herrmann, Irene, 3, 4

Hillsdale College, 99

Historic Smithfield®, Historic Smithfield®

museum, vii, viii, 66, 99

History, Department of, Virginia Tech; see
under Virginia Tech

Holt, Joseph, judge advocate general of U.S.
Army, 10

horse-stealing raid, 15—-16

hostage law, 8

hostage-taking, history of, 3—6

hostage-taking, hostages, vii, 1-20
House of Burgesses, viii, 97
House of Representatives, 78, 79
Howes, Fenelon, Capt., 11
Hubbard, Chester Dorman, Wheeling banker,

69, 70, 74, 75; photograph, 70
Hutton, Alfred, 12, 14
Hyer, Nimrod H., Capt., 14

I

Imboden, John D., Brig. Gen., 12
imprisonment in Richmond, 6
“Index to Volume 24,” 100—-109
indigenous peoples, iv, see also Native

Americans
“inferior race,” 83, 85
“influence of the poor man,” 77
Ingraham, Albert G., Confederate Capt., 6
institution, the; see slavery
International Review of the Red Cross, 3
intrastate sectional tension, 67
Illinois, 62
irregular forces, sketch, 16

J
Jackson, John J. Jr., U.S. District Judge, 10
Jackson, Gen.Thomas “Stonewall,” 1875 statue
in Richmond, 36
Jackson, William L. “Mudwall,” Col., 13, 14
Jacob, John G., 75, 84
Jefferson, Thomas, 1771 letter, viii, 9799
bounty for wolf heads, viii, 97
donated by Charles D. Fox IV and family, 97
fee for opinion, 97, 98, 99
fee paid by Wm. Bowyer, 97, 98
McDowell, James, recipient, viii, 97
Monticello, written from 97
transcription, 97
job market, competition from African
Americans, 85
Johnston, Jane Echols, 23, 25, 45
Jones-Imboden Raid, 12

K
Kanawha County, 7, 87

Kelley, Benjamin F., Union Brig. Gen., 11-12,

71
Kemper, James Lawson, Gov., 38
Kentucky, 62, 74, 82, 88
Kile, Martha E., 15
Kile, Nancy Ann, 15
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Kile, Thomas, 17
King, Louise, 45
Kinnear, Duncan Lyle, 26, 49
Kuhl, Conrad, 14

L
land-grant college (white), land-grant colleges,
vii, 63
Lane, James Henry, Brig. Gen., 24;
photograph, 25
Laurance, John (tanner), 14
Leavens, Eliza A., 7
Lee, William Henry Fitzhugh, 38
Lemon, Jim 45
Letcher, John, Gov., 18
Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs
Division, 16, 75, 78
“Life and Times of William Addison Caldwell:
Virginia Tech’s First Student, The” vii, 21-56
Lincoln, Abraham; Lincoln Administration,
6, 10, 15, 62, 76, 78, 79, 81, 82, 83, 86, 87
executive tyranny, 82
Illinois representative, 62
military trials, 82
unconstitutional practices, powers, 82, 83
West Virginia’s admission to Union, 87
literary/debate societies at VAMC in early
sessions
efforts to organize Inter Collegiate
Association of Virginia, 37
Lee Society (previously Sophsonian
Society), 36, 37, 39
Maury Society (previously
Philomathian Society), 36, 37, 38
Little Kanawha River, 14
loyalty, loyalties, 1, 2, 3,6,9, 17, 18
Luster Hotel, Blacksburg, 31
Lybrook’s Row, “Hell’s Row,” 31

M
manumission, 88
Marian County, 15, 16, 78, 80
Marshall County, 79
Martin, Charles, 24
Martin, J. C., 23
Mason-Dixon Line, 1
Masonic lodge, 11
Massachusetts, 82
Matthews, W. D., sketch by, 16
McClellan, George B., Union Maj. Gen., 76, 77

McDowell, James, see under Jefferson, Thomas,
1771 letter

McElroy Creek neighborhood, 16

McLoughlin, Addison, former Virginia
legislator, 14

McMillan, Gail, viii

Melvin, T., assistant adjutant general, 11-12

Michigan, 99

mid-term election, 1862, 82

Midwest, 1

military drafts, resisting, 82

military, military forces 1, 2, 3,4,5,8,9, 12,
13, 14

Millboro, 13

mineral resources, see under West Virginia

Minor, Charles Landon Carter, VAMC president,
24,25,26,27,28, 29,32, 34, 36, 39, 49;
photograph, 25

minstrel shows, 85—-86

Missouri, 82, 88

Moderwell, E. C., Union soldier, 82

Mollohan, George D., 13—14, 15

Montgomery County, 24, 64
twenty thousand dollars for land-grant

school, 24, 64

Montgomery Museum of Art and History, 66

Montgomery White Sulphur Springs, 35

Monticello, see under Jefferson, Thomas,
1771 letter

Morgan County, 87

Morgantown, 77

Morgantown Monitor, 83

Morrill Land Grant Act, 24-27, 63
creation of colleges, 63

Mountain State, viii, 67, 84, 86, 88; see also
West Virginia

“mudsills of society” (working classes), 80

N
“nabobs of eastern Virginia,” 78
National Telegraph, 70, 76, 81, 82
Native American hostage-taking, 4—5
Native Americans, native peoples, iv, v, 62;
see also under Blacksburg, Virginia
Neely, Mark E., Jr., 5
negro-equalizing amendment, 83; see also
Willey Amendment
negro, negroes, 69, 71, 72, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86
arming of, 82
“equality, hackneyed song of,” 86
free, 83, 85
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“inferior to the white,” 85 Philippi, 81
policy, 69 Phillips, Wendell, 82
runaway, 84 Pierpont, Francis Harrison, Gov., 6, 7, 8, 9, 10,
slavery, 81 15,17, 18, 76, 80—81, 83
soldiers, 82 address (1862), 8
“negrophobists, Northern,” 85 photograph, 6
neighbors, West Virginia’s, 69, 77, 80 quest for unconstitutional executive
New Hampshire, 82 powers, 83
Newman, 65 Pocahontas County, 13, 14
“New State Bill,” 82, 84 political equality, 76, 88

new state, “New State,” 1,2, 9, 17, 68, 69, 70, political rights, white men’s, 80, 88
72,74,75,76,717,78, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, political slavery, “politics of slavery,” 68, 84, 88

86, 87, 88; see also West Virginia Pomeroy, Joseph, 72
Nicholas County, 7 Porter, George, speaker of Virginia House
Nineteenth Virginia Cavalry, 11 of Delegates, Wheeling, 81
non-slaveholders, disenfranchising, 79 Potomac River, 1
Norfolk and Western Railway, 40 Potter, Peter, viii
North, 1 pressure, societal, political, peer, 2, 3, 7, 10
North America, 60 Preston and Olin Building, 64; photograph,
North Carolina, University of, at Chapel Hill, 66 27, 64
northern abolitionists, see abolitionists Preston and Olin Institute, 24, 27
Northwest, 67, 80, 81 Preston County, 11, 74, 77
Northwestern Railroad, 15 Preston (family), iii, iv, 30, 36, 38, 60, 61, 62,
northwesterners, conservative, 68 63,97

degrees of support for statehood, 68 children, 62

descendent, see Fox, Charles D. IV
(0] governors, state legislators, lawyers, and
Ohio County, 10, 86 administrators, 62
Ohio (state), 2, 9, 10, 71, 79, 80 Mary, 30
Ohio River, 1-2, 10, 86 relative, see McDowell, James
“old laws of Virginia,” 86 Robert Taylor, Col., 30, 36, 38, 64
Olin and Preston Institute, 27; photograph, 27 Susanna Smith, iii, iv, 63
Oliver, Andrew, and son, 25 William, Col. (established Smithfield
outlaw forces, sketch of, 16 Plantation), iii, iv, viii, 60, 62, 97
Irish immigrant, iii
P militiaman, iii

Paint Creek, 7 nephew of James Patton, iii
Palmieri, Daniel, 3, 4 Smithfield Plantation, iii, iv, 60, 62, 63, 97;
Panhandle (West Virginia), 72, 75, 84, 86 photographs, iii, 63
Parkersburg, 11 surveyor, iii
Parks, Andrew, 6—7 William Ballard “Ballard,” 60, 62, 63, 64
Patton, James, iii death, 63

killed by indigenous peoples, iii federal cabinet member, 62

uncle of Col. William Preston, iii secession, 62—63
Peninsula Campaign (Civil War), 76, 77 Preston household, 62
Pennsylvania, 2, 79, 80 employees, trained, 62
people of Virginia, see Virginia, Virginians indentured servants, 62
petition, petitions, 13, 15, 16, 17, 87 relatives, 62
Phares, Jesse F., Randolph County Sheriff slaves, 62

and Deputy U.S. Marshall, 12 Price, William, Barbour County Militia Col., 11
Phares, William S., Lt., 12 prisoner, federal, 10
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prisoners, military; prisoners of war, 5, 8, 9
prisoners, political, 6, 7, 9, 13, 14
proclamation, royal (1763), 62
pro-Confederate, see Confederate States
prohibition on importing slaves, African
Americans, 72, 84, 87
property rights, private, 76
“Pro-Slavery Rebellion,” 86
pro-statehood West Virginians, 79
Providence, will of, 85
Purcell, Aaron, vii
R
race, issue of in a post-slavery state, 81
racial equality, 70, 76, 82, 83
racial hierarchy, 68, 70, 79, 81, 83, 88
Radford, Virginia, 39, 41, 42, 46
Radford, J. Lawrence, 39
“radicals and extremists,” 69
“Reconsidering Our Shared National Story,” v
Randolph County, 12, 14
Raymond, Hiram, 72
“rebellion, wicked,” 77
rebels, Rebels, 10, 16, 17, 77
“rebel war debt,” 77
Reconstruction, 63, 64, 96
Reedyville, 6
Reorganized Government of Virginia, 77
Republican, Republicans, Republicanism,
67-68,72,75,76,77, 81, 82, 83
“Free Speech, Free Vote, Free Soil and
Free man’s party,” 83
resolutions, see under Gordon Battelle and
West Virginia
revolution, see American independence
Richard Bland College of William and Mary, 96
Richmond, 1, 2, 3,6,7,8,9, 12, 13, 14, 17, 18,
76, 77, 80; see also Virginia state government
Richmond Convention (1861), 3, 7
Richmond government, see Virginia state
government
Righter, John, 15, 16
Ritchie County, 74
Roane County, 6
Roanoke, Virginia, 40
Roberts, Thomas A., 6—7
Robertson, Jenkins M., 30
Roman hostage-taking, 4
Romney, 71
Rucker, William P., Dr., 7
Ruffner, William H., 31, 32, 34
runaway slaves, runaway negroes, see slaves

S
Salvin, Marina, 4
Scottish background (Blacks and Prestons), 61
Sea Islands, 70
secede, secession, vii, 1,2, 3,6, 10, 11, 17
“secession in favor of the constitution,” 79
“secession in favor of the rebellion,” 79
secessionists, 71, 80, 82, 86
Second West Virginia Exempt Company, 9
Second Wheeling Convention, 3, 5, 6
Seddon, J. A, Confederate Secretary of War, 9
See, Adam, 12
Seig, Paul, Rev., 42
Senate Committee on Territories, 77
Senators, 78
“Sesesh,” “Seseshtionist,” 16, 17
Seven Years War (Europeans), 60
Shadle, Brett L., Professor, v vii
shared national story, v
Shawnee warriors, 60
Shenandoah Valley (Virginia), 78, 96
Shepherd, V. E., 24
Shields, Sary Jane, 15
Shinn, William M., 74
Sinking Creek, Virginia, 21, 23, 25, 27, 40, 41,
42,49
slave state (West Virginia), 67
slaveholders, 74, 81, 84, 86, 87, 88; see also
Eastern slaveholders
federal compensation for emancipating
slaves, 87
slaveholding oligarchy, see Eastern slaveholders
slaves, contraband, slavery, runaway slaves,
viii, 67-96; see also under West Virginia
self-emancipation, see under African
Americans
Smithfield museum, iv
Smithfield Plantation, see under Preston
(family)
Smithfield-Preston Foundation, iv, vii, viii, 63
Smithfield Review, The, iv, v, vii, viii, 59, 66
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opposition to destroying slavery, 68

Union army, Union troops, Union soldiers,
Union camp, 6, 70, 71, 76
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Yankee constitution and laws, 69
Yellow Sulphur Springs, 36, 38

Z
Zucconi, Adam (author), viii, 67-96

109



110



