
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

 Each of the following individuals has provided me with support, advice, and 

encouragement throughout the process of developing this thesis.  It is with sincere 

gratitude and appreciation that I thank you all for everything you have done to assist me 

in the most ambitious endeavor of my career thus far.   

 Thanks to my advisor Eileen Crist.  You understood my interests and passions 

exactly, in part because you share them.  From our very first meeting at Bollo’s prior to 

my entering the program, you encouraged me to seek what I needed from STS.  I 

appreciate the positive way that you helped me to polish the draft over the course of the 

semester.   

 Thanks to Matthew Goodrum and Mark Barrow for agreeing to be on my 

committee.  You offered me nothing but tactful encouragement – even when I tried to fit 

every topic of recent interest into one proposal!  Thank you for your helpful feedback 

during both defenses.  Mark –your environmental history class was particularly useful for 

my thesis goals.  Class readings and discussions provided me with a crucial framework to 

help conceptualize my ideas while working to express them cogently.   

 I want to thank Laurie Spangler of Mill Mountain Zoo in Roanoke, Virginia for 

allowing me to conduct my research at the Zoo.  You provided me with assistance, 

information, and access to literature pertinent to this study, and it made a huge difference.  

 I know that I could not have completed this project without the support of my 

Mom and Ray.  Not only did you both offer me loads of moral support, but you watched 

Quinlan on so many occasions while I worked late, or did Pilates to de-stress.    

 iii



 I want to express gratitude to my sister Sarah Mitchell.  You encouraged me and 

expressed confidence in my abilities when I could only do the opposite.  I have learned a 

lot from your example, and you have given me great advice about the thesis – and 

everything else.  Thanks for including me in the thesis/dissertation group! 

 I wish to thank my very unique friend Gayle Partain-Hartigan.  You have offered 

me unlimited encouragement and have been an enthusiastic sounding board regardless of 

the topic.  Thank you for sharing this crazy grad school journey with me.  What haven’t 

we encountered along this rocky route?  I know – but please rest assured – YOU are next! 

 Last, but never least, I must thank my unbelievably supportive husband Eric and 

our daughter Quinlan Althea Mitchell Norris.  Both have demonstrated rare and amazing 

patience throughout my lengthy working sessions over the last four years.  You’ve been 

told “not right now, mommy’s working” often – too often.  I am honored to know you 

and humbled to raise you. I look forward to accompanying you along your own quest to 

comprehend and find your place in the world.  Thank you, pretty girl, for motivating me 

to keep reaching for excellence.  Thank you for everything that you are, and everything 

you will become.   

 

This thesis is dedicated to the memory of my beloved father, Dr. James G. Mitchell.  It is 

your shining example that I try to emulate in all that I do.    

Thank you for everything. 

 
 
 
 
 

 iv



TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

Acknowledgements……………………………………………………………………....iii 

Table of Contents………………………………………………………………………….v 

CHAPTERS  

 INTRODUCTION…………………………………………………………. 1 

 I. THE PROBLEM: HUMAN-TIGER TENSION AND    
  CONFLICT – BRAVING THE TIGER IN THE FLESH AND IN OUR  
  MINDS……………………………………………………………...……13 

 
  The ancient tiger (Panthera tigris tigris) and early Homo 

 Where have all the tigers gone? 
  

Studying the tiger: assessing the damage  
 

 Murderous amorousness leading to two hundred years of decimation 
 

Three rapidly escalating threats: habitat loss and fragmentation; poaching; 
decreasing prey populations 
 

 Changing wilderness ideals, perceptions, and boundaries 
 
  Why we care: Biophilia 

 
II.  FIRST PERIOD: PERSECUTION AND CONSERVATION IN   
  BRITISH INDIA 1800-EARLY-1900s………………………………….55 
 

 Governing the man-eating tiger 

Jim Corbett and the tiger-wallahs, a.k.a. “the wild bunch” 

  Shooting tigers – with a camera 
 
  Emergence of the reserve  
 

III.  SECOND PERIOD: CAPTIVE WILD early-1900s- 1970s/1980s...……73 
 
 Growing to understand the biological tiger and its ecological significance 
 

The zoo: phases of exhibiting, knowing, and enriching the captive 
environment 

 
  Habitat protection versus captive breeding  

 v



 
Diversity matters 
 
Life at the behavior-conservation interface -- hybrid conservation – 
linking in situ and ex situ 

  
IV.  THIRD PERIOD: REHABILITATING WILD – SAVING SOUTH  
  CHINA’S TIGER late 1970s/1980ss-early 2000s……………………...103 

 
 Nature versus nurture and the human-tiger bond: “Tara’s” legacy  

 Reintroduction -- plans to rewild and replenish  

Rewilding the tiger – process and progress 

  South China tiger in culture and myth  
 

Chinese Tiger Campaign 
 
Rebirth through rewilding, rehabilitating, and repopulating 

 
  CONCLUSIONS……………………………………………………….128 
   
  Science and advocacy debates 
 
  Ruby’s legacy 
 

  Works cited………………………………………………………..……136 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 vi


