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Jinming Zhang was born in January 7, 1964 in Linli County, Hunan Province, China. He 

graduated from Linli No. 1 High School in 1979 and then enrolled to Mineral Engineering 

Department of Central South University (Changsha, China). He was honored as one of the 

University’s Excellent Students in 1982.  He received his BS degree on Mineral Engineering in 

1983.  

After two years’ work in Mineral Processing Division of Northwest Research Institute of 

Mining and Metallurgy (Baiyin, China), he returned to Central South University for graduate 

studies and got his MS degree on Mineral Engineering in 1988.  

From 1988 to 1998, he worked in State Power Environmental Protection Research 

Institute (Nanjing, China) for coal fly ash utilization. He was promoted to Senior Engineer and 

Division Chief in 1996. During this period, he visited over 100 coal-combusted power plants in 

China for consulting. He also visited dozens of fly ash facilities in Germany in 1996. Sponsored 

by China Scholarship Council (CSC), he worked as a visiting researcher in Metallurgy 

Department of Ballarat University, and Chemical & Metallurgical Engineering Department of 

MRIT University, Australia, from 1998 to 1999.   

He was offered a scholarship in the Department of Mining and Minerals Engineering-

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University in 2000 to pursue a Ph.D. degree. He was 

awarded the Outstanding Graduate Student Award of the Department in 2003.   

He has 1 Chinese patent, 17 journal papers in Chinese, and 2 conference papers in 

English to his credit. He also has 3 US patents under processing. He is a member of the Society 

for Mining, Metallurgy, and Exploration (SME).      
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