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EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 

VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE AND STATE UNIVERSITY, Blacksburg, VA  
 
Doctor of Philosophy, Economics, Fall 2002 
Dissertation: “The Causes and Effects of Commercial Bank Participation in the  
Federal Home Loan Bank System” 
 
Master of Arts, Economics, Spring 1998 
 
Bachelor of Science, Mathematics, Spring 1995 
Bachelor of Arts, Economics, Spring 1995 
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TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE AND STATE UNIVERSITY, Blacksburg, VA 
 

Graduate Instructor, Department of Economics, 1997 – 1999 
Courses: Money and Banking, Principles of Macroeconomics 
- Instructed 50 to 150 undergraduates per semester on the theories, concepts, and 
applications of financial economics and macroeconomics 
- Developed lesson plans, examinations, and methods to assess student performance 
- Held office hours for student assistance outside of lecture 
- Evaluated student performance 
- Managed and maintained the Economic Tutoring Center 

 
Graduate Teaching Assistant, Department of Economics, 1995 – 1997 
Courses: Graduate Managerial Economics, Principles of Microeconomics 
- Assisted, tutored, and advised 40 graduate and 200 undergraduate students per semester 
- Led weekly discussion sessions on current economic topics 
- Evaluated student performance 
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RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
USDA, ECONOMIC RESEARCH SERVICE, Washington, D.C. 
Economist, 1997 - Present 
- Compiled and created data from a variety of sources, such as the FDIC, the Federal  
Reserve, and the Federal Housing Finance Board 
- Managed and analyzed large panel data sets 
- Developed theoretical and empirical models of bank behavior 
- Learned and used various statistical analysis packages: SAS, Stata, LimDep 
- Collaborated research ideas with the Farm Credit System, American Bankers  
Association, and the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis 
- Conducted individual and collaborative research on commercial bank participation in  
the Federal Home Loan Bank System 
- Analyzed local banking market levels of deposit concentration 
- Studied events contributing to the food consumer price index 
- Evaluated vertical integration in the pork industry 
- Published and presented research results 
- Designed and maintained two Briefing Rooms on the organization web site 
- Coordinated the affairs of, activities for, and relations between 30 interns 
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- Performed general equilibrium analysis of reform policies on the economies of  
developing countries 
- Estimated money demand equations 
- Collected and managed data from the International Financial Statistics database of  
the International Monetary Fund 
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“Small Commercial Banks and the Federal Home Loan Bank System,” International  
Regional Science Review, Volume 25, Number 3, July 2002, 279-303.  With Robert N.  
Collender. 

 
“Agricultural Banks and the Federal Home Loan Bank System,” Agricultural Finance  
Review, Volume 61, Number 1, Spring 2001, 57-71. With Robert N. Collender. 

 
“Rural Banks and the Federal Home Loan Bank System,” Rural America, Volume 15,  
Issue 3, Economic Research Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, September 2000,  
44-49. 

 
“Agricultural Banks and the Federal Home Loan Bank System,” Journal of Agricultural  
Lending, Volume 13, Issue 4, American Bankers Association, Summer 2000, 10-15.  
With Robert N. Collender. 

 
“Lenders and Financial Markets: Federal Home Loan Bank System,” ERS Web Site  
Briefing Room, 2002, www.ers.usda.gov. 

http://www.ers.usda.gov/


 175

PRESENTATIONS  
“Agricultural Banks and the Federal Home Loan Bank System,” ERS Seminar Series,  
Washington, D.C., 2001. 

 
“Why Do (Rural) Banks Join the Federal Home Loan System and Who Benefits?”  ERS  
Seminar Series, Washington, D.C., 1999. 

 
“Constructing a Food CPI Timeline,” ERS Seminar Series, Washington, D.C., 1997. 
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U.S. Department of Agriculture Student Employment Program Participant, 1997-2002 
ERS Award for an Outstanding Article Publication, 2002 
ERS Award for Exceptional Assistance in Creating the Organization Web Site, 2001 
Graduate Assistantship, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, 1995 - 1999 
Delegate, Graduate Student Assembly, 1996 - 1997 
Member, Pi Mu Epsilon, National Honorary Mathematics and Statistics Fraternity, 1994 -  
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