VITA

Phyllis Ruth Eckard was born in Allentown, Pennsylvania, on July 29, 1970. She
received her Bachelor of Science from Widener University in May of 1992. While
attending Widener University, she completed two summer internships at the Foamex Co.
in their Safety and Health Division, and the Esschem Co. in their Analytical Testing
Division. After graduation, she was employed as a Contract Associate Scientist for the
DuPont Merck Pharmaceutical Company in their Analytical Research and Development
Division. In August of 1993, she began her graduate studies in Analytical Chemistry at
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, and later joined the research group of
Dr. Larry T. Taylor in December of 1993. In the fall of 1995, she completed a semester
internship at DuPont Merck in their Radiopharmaceuticals Division. She received her
Ph.D. in analytical chemistry in February of 1998. Phyllis will join Allied Signal in their

Polymers/Chemical Intermediates Division as a chemist in March of 1998.
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