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Content Management on the Internet
a look at K-12 schools access to resources

John R. Wenrich
(Abstract)

The Internet presents a new phenomenon to educators and students in the K-12

environment. It’s ease of use and ready access to material provides an overwhelming

resource for use in the K-12 classroom. This study looked at content management of

Internet resources in the K-12 school environment. Content management is defined as the

methods of organizing access to the information available on the Internet allowing the

teacher to effectively use resources in a classroom setting. Teachers have managed the

material, or content, that they present to students for over a decade. Now that resources

available on the Internet are also open to K-12 students, teachers must be aware of the

need to manage Internet content, just as they would do for any other content being used

in their classroom.

This study looked at middle school students in 6th and 7th grades. An experimental

design was used to determine if K-12 access to Internet resources provides a higher

degree of results when students are presented with managed resources, or when students

have open access to Internet resources.

Analysis of the results of the study show that there is a significant difference in

both the amount and the quality of material that was identified by the group with

managed access to Internet content.
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