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Blacksburg expands sewage systemWarner 
announces 
graduation 
goals for 
Va. schools Blacksburg’s sewage system is to 

be expanded to provide more piping 
for the growing town. On July 29, the 
town council made the final decision 
to lay piping in Tom’s Creek basin.

“We had to do something 
— doing nothing is not an option,” 
said Blacksburg Mayor Roger 
Hedgepeth.

Opponents of the expansion argue 

the town will allow more building 
growth because of the increased 
sewage availability. Hedgepeth says 
the issue of extra development in 
Blacksburg should not be a worry.

“People are raising false fears 
about Tom’s Creek basin and the 
runaway growth of new buildings,” 
he said.

Hedgepeth explained that 
Blacksburg has a tight growth 
ordinance and this will not change 
because of anything new that could 
happen with sewage. 

“The area of Tom’s Creek basin has 
an ordinance of one house per acre,” 
Hedgepeth said. 

The area zoned for expansion is 
referred to as a rural residential area. 
Hedgepeth said there would not be 

much damage to the environment.
“There will be some disturbance 

but it is to a small percentage of 
land in the basin and in three or four 
years, the signs will be minimal,” he 
said.

The town council has debated 
the sewage system issue for about 
15 years and because of the large 
amount of rainfall in the last year, 
the council decided it was time to 
expand. 

“We need to tackle this problem,” 
Hedgepeth said.

According to Daniel McKinney, 
the senior comprehensive planner, 
in a proposed amendment to the 
expansion plan, some of Tom’s Creek 
Basin is served by pumping stations 
and drained into the current sewage 

system and some parts remained 
unsewered.  

“The lack of sewerage service to 
the Tom’s Creek Basin has forced 
all development within it either 
to use private septic fields or to 
install pumping stations,” McKinney 
said.

Finance has been discussed par-
tially for the new project but a final 
figure is still under way. The estimat-
ed cost at this time is $10.8 million.

“Operation and maintenance over 
the lifetime will of course add other 
costs,” Hedgepeth said. 

The addition to the system will 
be the same as the one already in 
Blacksburg. This type of sewer 
is referred to as a “traditional” sys-
tem.

Virginia Governor Mark Warner asked 
public universities and colleges to increase 
research spending and graduation rates 
in his recently announced Education for a 
Lifetime initiative.

Tech President Charles Steger already 
had the goal to advance research activities 
and he has worked closely with Warner to 
expand the support for increased research 
spending, said Larry Hincker, university 
spokesman.

In what Hincker called a symbiotic rela-
tionship, Steger has helped Warner articu-
late goals such as placing Virginia research 
programs in the top-10 programs of the 
country.

As one of the strongest research univer-
sities in the country, Hincker’s statement 
of “we were there first” is the best way to 
describe Tech’s position on Warner’s new 
initiative.

Currently, Tech works with every univer-
sity in the state on research projects and last 
reported close to $240 million in research 
spending, said Jim Blair, vice provost for 
research.

Blair also reported research spending 
increased 12 percent last year and is steadily 
growing every year.

With the plan to increase research spend-
ing by state colleges and universities to $1 
billion annually, Warner said he hopes to 
increase the amount of jobs by attracting 
new industries to Virginia.

Also, research has been found to have 
a critical role in economic development. 

The Scholastic Aptitude Test may 
be unintentionally biased toward 
white test takers. There are questions 
on the SAT consistently answered 
incorrectly by minorities while many 
whites tend to answer them correctly. 
However, the questions don’t appear 
to have cultural content and usually 
contain common vocabulary.

Statistics still show on average, 
white test takers tend to have a 
score about 200 points higher than 
most minorities, particularly African 
Americans.

One of the main arguments people 
have against the SAT is it discrimi-
nates against students whose first 
language isn’t English. But the ques-
tions consistently missed by minori-
ties are often not missed because of 
their wording. 

In 1999, African Americans on 
average scored 93 points below 
whites on the verbal portion of the 
SAT and an average of 106 points 
below on the math section according 

to an article from the Revolutionary 
Worker online.  

In an article in the Chronicle of 
Higher Education, the main defender 
of the argument that the SAT is biased 
is Jay Rosner, executive director of the 
Princeton Review Foundation. He 
argues the questions the Educational 
Testing Service choose for the exam, 
while they maximize the test’s reli-
ability, tend to be what he calls “white 
preference questions.” 

He defines these questions as ques-

tions whites consistently do better on 
in comparison to other races.

These questions unintentionally 
have preference because the higher 
scoring test takers who take the test 
in the pre-testing phase of the SAT 
tend to be white. He does maintain 
this is completely unintentional on 
part of the ETS. 

“The test company uses a com-
pletely neutral, colorblind system 
for picking questions,” Rosner said. 
“However, that system predictably, 

consistently and reliably yields ques-
tions that favor whites dramatically 
over other subgroups.”

“(ETS) is committed to producing 
tests that acknowledge the multicul-
tural nature of society and treat its 
diverse populations with respect,” 
according to the ETS webpage.

The ETS tests the reliability of a 
question for the SAT in several ways. 
It is taken by several groups of stu-

▪ Opponents say the 
expansion will allow for 
more building growth in 
the town

by Ellen Biltz
News Assistant

by Christina Peña
News Assistant

▪ Tech s current graduation 
rate is 72 percent, and 
there are no plans to attempt 
to increase it, university 
officials say

SAT may have bias against minorities

CHRIS HEUBERGER

▪ Statistics show that 
white test takers, on 
average, have a score of 
about 200 points higher 
than most minorities

by Noelle Landers
Staff Writer

See WARNER, page 2 See SAT, page 3

RU-21, a pill said to reduce 
the effects of alcohol on the 
body, is not effective on those 
who choose to drink heavily.

Emil Chiaberi, chief operat-
ing officer for Spirit Sciences 
USA Inc. — the company that 
distributes the pill — warned 
that RU-21 is not a miracle 
pill or a cure and it only 
works with moderate alcohol 
consumption.

“It’s not a license to binge 
drink,” Chiaberi said.

Chiaberi said, RU-21 is not 
even meant for most drinkers. 
The pill helps most with people 

who have problems digesting 
as little as one or two drinks.

Many critics worry RU-
21 will encourage people to 
drink more. 
According to 
Chiaberi, Spirit 
Sciences studied 
all of the pill’s 
possible effects, 
including whe-
ther or not it 
made people 
drink more.

“I never 
heard of any 
side-effects and never heard of 
anyone changing their drinking 
habits,” Chiaberi said.

The Director of the College 
Alcohol Abuse Prevention 

Center, Steve Clarke, agreed 
with Chiaberi. Clarke said he 
has never heard of hangover 
pills causing people to drink 

more.
Chiaberi said 

he has also never 
seen any studies 
saying hang-
overs are a deter-
rent to drinking. 
In many cases, 
people drink 
more to keep 
from feeling the 
effects of the 

hangover.
To keep people from abusing 

RU-21, Chiaberi said he refused 

Pill fi ghts hangover symptoms
by Melissa Ballagh
Staff Writer

See HANGOVER, page 2

Rockin’ for a cause

Ferry pilot may have passed out

NEW YORK — Authorities 
on Thursday investigated 
whether a Staten Island ferry 
pilot lost consciousness before 
the vessel slammed into a pier, 
killing at least 10 people and 
injuring more than 60.

Authorities had said 
Thursday that an 11th person, 
a Staten Island woman, was 
missing after the Wednesday 
afternoon crash and presumed 
dead. But police said later that 
she had turned up alive.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
had said two other people also 
were missing as of Thursday 
morning; it was not immediate-
ly clear if they were still unac-
counted-for later in the day.

Hospital officials said eight of 
the more than 60 victims treated 
after the wreck remained in 
critical condition Thursday.

Witnesses said the ferry, cross-
ing the windswept New York 
Harbor from lower Manhattan, 
never appeared to slow down 
as it approached Staten Island 
on Wednesday afternoon. The 
boat struck a maintenance pier 

hundreds of feet from the slips 
where the ferries normally 
dock.

The pilot — who officials 
said might have failed to take 
needed medication — quickly 
bolted from the scene, went 
home and attempted suicide, 
a law enforcement source told 
The Associated Press. The 
source, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity, said pilot Richard 
Smith slit his wrists and shot 
himself with a pellet gun.

Smith, 55, was in critical 

by Larry McShane
Associated Press
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is not a license to 
binge drink.”

Emil Chiaberi
COO, Spirit Sciences USA

“

DAVE FRANUSICH/SPPS

Temple played last night on Henderson Lawn as part of the “Choose Tomorrow” 
campaign, which helps fight suicide and mental health stigmas. See story, page 4. See PILOT, page 3

SAT Scores According to Race
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Embedded 
journalists to 
become standard

PHOENIX (AP) — The 
use of journalists embedded 
with U.S. forces in Iraq was 
a success from the Pentagon’s 
standpoint and likely will be 
the practice in future wars, a 
retired Marine Corps officer 
said Thursday.

“It was a success, and we will 
never, ever go back,” retired 
Brig. Gen. Andrew Davis, the 
former head of Marine Corps 
public affairs, said during a 
panel discussion for newspa-
per editors at the Associated 
Press Managing Editors annual 
conference.

The military has allowed 
journalists to be embedded 
with troops during war since at 
least World War I, Davis said.

Defendants in 
terror case plead

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) 
— The final two defendants 
in an alleged Portland terrorist 
cell who are in custody pleaded 
guilty Thursday and agreed to 
serve 18 years in federal prison.

Patrice Ford and Jeffrey Battle 
were among seven Portland-
area residents charged with 
plotting to wage war against 
U.S. troops in Afghanistan.

Four others pleaded guilty 
earlier. One remains at large.

Malvo trial won’t 
use video

FAIRFAX (AP) — A judge 
refused Thursday to allow 
defense witnesses for sniper 

suspect Lee Boyd Malvo to tes-
tify from far-flung locations via 
video conferencing. 

The ruling means Malvo’s 
mother, who lives in Jamaica, 
may not be able to testify at her 
son’s trial next month.

Defense attorneys said they 
plan to call 20 to 30 of witnesses 
from Washington, Louisiana, 
Jamaica and Antigua, includ-
ing as many as seven from the 
Caribbean who are not allowed 
to enter the United States.

Man says police 
assaulted him

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) 
— A man accused Minneapolis 
police of sodomizing him with 
the handle of a plunger during 
a drug raid, and two officers 
were suspended while the FBI 
investigated. Speaking publicly 
for the first time since Monday’s 
alleged attack, Stephen Porter 
buried his head in his hands 
Wednesday after telling report-
ers he had feared for his life. 

The assault allegedly hap-
pened as officers executed a 
search warrant at a home.

Task force urges 
tougher gang laws

ALEXANDRIA (AP) — Faced 
with the growing threat of gang 
influence in its major cities 
and growing suburbs, Virginia 
officials called Thursday for 
tougher laws.

“We have a gang problem 
in Virginia. It is frightening 
to people to see individuals 
dragged out of their cars, beat-
en and left to die,” Attorney 
General Jerry W. Kilgore 
said.

News in Brief
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A study done by the U.S. Department of 
Commerce verified “major universities and 
research institutions are key suppliers of 
innovations that contribute to economic 
development.”

“The raw materials of the economy 
are ideas and innovation,” Hincker said. 
“Research universities are key to the creation 
of new jobs and a technological economy.”

Warner also plans to increase student 
graduation rates by graduating 10,000 more 
students annually by 2010 as part of his edu-
cation initiative.

He said he hopes this increase will give 
Virginia residents more resources to deal 
with the changing world. A degree will give 
someone the chance to make a better earning, 
thus increasing tax revenues to the state.

Also, education level is the best predictor 
of quality of life, according to the governor’s 
website. Less educated communities are 
more likely to suffer from increased crime, 

lack of economic development and jobs and 
other health and social problems.

“First and foremost, (a degree) is good for 
the individual, and a by-product of that is an 
increase in tax revenue,” Hincker said.

Tech currently has a 72 percent stable 
graduation rate, which according to Hincker 
is very high for a land grant university 
with many students receiving their degrees 
elsewhere. The University of Virginia and 
the College of William and Mary both have 
graduation rates of 90 percent.

“Graduation rates are inherently decep-
tive, because they are determined by looking 
at people who start with you and whether 
they do or do not get a degree. It does not 
factor in those who move on to other col-
leges,” said Hincker.

Tech has no plans of trying to increase the 
graduation rate.

Warner has also incorporated other plans 
into his initiative such as allowing high 
school seniors to gain college credit or obtain 
vocational training, preparing for the large 

increase of students who will plan to enroll 
in state institutions and encouraging the use 
of distance learning.

Many high school seniors already have 
the option of taking advanced placement, 
international baccalaureate or dual enroll-
ment classes to gain college credit, and the 
Virginia Virtual Library is already in use to 
aid distance learning and spread educational 
opportunity.

Warner said he hopes to use private uni-
versities and colleges to help ease the enroll-
ment demand in future years.

However, this initiative was planned to be 
completed without the use of increased state 
funding.

State colleges and universities have 
already faced budget cuts amounting up to 
$400 million, yet Warner said he hopes his 
initiative will help increase the support for 
increased education funding.

Hincker said Tech will be submitting bud-
get requests to the General Assembly but “it 
doesn’t look all that good right now.”

Continued from page 1

Warner: Initiative may help with funding

all offers to sell it at colleges 
or college-related events. RU-
21, as a natural supplement, 
is instead sold in health stores 
where people can learn about 
alcohol metabolism and how 
RU-21 can help.

Modern technology, howev-
er, has made hangover pills like 
RU-21 easier to get. Though not 
sold locally at stores like CVS 
or Annie Kay’s, students can 
search the Internet for sites that 
sell RU-21. 

RU-21 is not the first pill 
used for hangovers. According 
to Clarke, most hangover pills 
contain either caffeine or gin-

seng. They do little more than 
treat hangover symptoms or act 
as stimulants.

“What it does is mask the 
hangover effects,” Clarke said.

Though RU-21 works 
through a different formula, 
Clarke saw no indication the 
pill would work any better than 
the others. 

He said students should be 
wary of RU-21 if they consider 
buying it.

RU-21 breaks down acetal-
dehyde, which helps people 
metabolize alcohol more eas-
ily and helps prevent harmful 
effects on the body. 

The pill, taken while con-
suming alcohol, also reduces 

hangovers.
Also called the KGB pill, RU-

21 was originally developed 
by the Russian Academy of 
Sciences. Russian spies used 
the pill to stay sober when 
they needed to drink on assign-
ment.

Most Virginia Tech students 
are not aware of the new hang-
over pill. 

To fight hangovers, they 
either sleep off the effects or use 
products to alleviate symptoms 
like headaches.

Many are intrigued by the 
idea of a pill that would either 
reduce or prevent the worst of 
a hangover. 

Though some said they 

would try RU-21 if a friend 
offered it to them, few would 
buy it themselves.

“If you’re going to do some-
thing, you should be able to 
deal with the aftermath,” said 
freshman business informa-
tion technology student Sarah 
Alston.

For students eager to avoid 
the nasty effects of alcohol, 
Clarke suggested a cheaper and 
more effective remedy. 

Since most hangover effects 
are due to dehydration, Clarke 
said lots of water should help 
students feel better.

“It’s the only way I know of 
to ameliorate the effects of alco-
hol that works,” Clarke said.

Continued from page 1

Hangover: Pill available at health stores
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UNITED NATIONS (AP) 
— In a diplomatic victory for the 
United States, the 15-member 
Security Council unanimously 
adopted a resolution Thursday 
aimed at attracting more troops 
and money to stabilize Iraq and 
put it on the road to indepen-
dence.

The vote bolstered U.S. efforts 
to win credibility for its rebuild-
ing effort in Iraq and to ease the 
burden of American forces there. 
But at a summit in Brussels, 
some European leaders ruled out 
any immediate commitments of 
financial or military aid.

President Bush, speaking in 
San Bernardino, Calif. thanked 
the Security Council “for unani-
mously passing a resolution 
supporting our efforts to build a 
peaceful and free Iraq.”

Secretary of State Colin 
Powell called the vote “a great 

achievement.
The resolution authorizes a 

multinational military force in 
Iraq under a single command 
led by the United States, and 
calls for troop contributions and 
“substantial” financial pledges 
from the 191 U.N. member 
states.

It also makes clear that the 
U.S.-led occupation of Iraq is 
temporary and states that “the 
day when Iraqis govern them-
selves must come quickly.” It 
calls for the U.S.-appointed Iraqi 
Governing Council to give the 
Security Council a timetable for 
drafting a new constitution and 
holding elections by Dec. 15.

“We have come together to 
help the Iraqi people and put all 
of our differences of the past in 
the past,” Powell said.

Speaking in Washington, 
Powell said the vote sets the 

stage for an Iraq donors confer-
ence next week in Madrid, help-
ing U.S. officials raise money and 
making it easier for countries to 
provide peacekeepers.

Friday, October 17, 2003  �  Collegiate Times  �  Page 3

����������	
����
��������

������������
����	���������������	���	�
��

October 24th through 31st, 2003
7 PM until 10 PM nightly

7 PM until 11 PM Friday and Saturday

5753 West Main Street
Salem, VA

I-81 at Exit 132
(540) 380-2085

�����

�����

�����	�

� �!"�#$
�%���

Don’t miss the best scare in the Roanoke Valley presented
to you as only the folks at Dixie Caverns can do.

LocalNet
SM

Internet
Made Easy!

LocalNet’s Unlimited Internet access

www.localnet.com

RELIABLE INTERNET ACCESS SINCE 1994

FIVE email boxes, Webmail, 
Instant Messaging and more!

Immediate Access - Sign Up Online

$9.95
PER

MONTH!

No Credit Card
Required!

makes connecting fast & easy!
SETUP SOFTWARE

382-4873

What kind of rock do they listen to in China???

CC**HH**EE**WW
(Commonwealth Humanities Endowment Week)

invites you to a lecture by
Prof. Hon-lun Yang (Hong Kong)

“EAST MEETS WEST”:
CHINESE POP MUSIC IN A GLOBAL CONTEXT

Monday, 20 October 2003, at 7:30 p.m.
Squires Recital Salon

Admission is FREEFREE of charge!
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downtown neighborhood favorite for over 11 years

Come by for lunch, dinner
or to watch the big game

on one of our big screen TV's.

Now featuring:

COLLEGE
GAME DAY

and NFL
SUNDAY
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Continued from page 1

SAT: 
Test is 
measured 
for biases

dents, some who consistently 
do well on tests and some who 
do not. A question found to be 
correctly answered by the 
high-test takers is one that will 
be considered for the test. 

However, it also has to go 
through a process where it is 
measured for racial, sexual 
and religious fairness before 
it is even considered for the 
SAT. It is also reviewed by a 
diverse group of teachers who 
also determine its fairness.

Several Tech students said 
they thought the test was not 
completely at fault.

“The SAT may be a reason 
for a lack of diversity,” said 
David Weand, a senior com-
puter engineering major. “It’s 
not the university’s place to 
fix that. It’s up to the local 
communities to restructure 
the tax dollars and legislation 
to improve the K-12 educa-
tion system so that everyone 
can do well on the SAT and 
produce better graduates for 
the workforce.” 

Junior computer engineer-
ing major Robert Meyers said 
he did not think the problem 
was with the SAT itself, but 
with the education system.

“It’s the failure to properly 
diversify the funds that leads 
to disparity in test scores,” he 
said.

A column in Number 2 
Pencil said the difference in 
the standards of education 
minorities receive is often 
overlooked by critics of the 
SAT.

Rosner’s argument is blacks 
as a whole are doing worse 
on the SAT in comparison to 
whites, but he does not state 
how blacks compare to whites 
who are within their own level 
of education. 

There are no statements 
about how the black high-
test takers do in comparison 
and there is no evidence how 
the white low-test takers 
do either, according to the 
article. 

The real problem lies with 
how students are educated, 
it said. 

The article stated the dis-
parity in the range of scores 
between whites and minori-
ties is a result of inequality in 
education rather than a bias 
within the test itself.

Iraq resolution passes unanimously

Killer admits to 5 more murders

HARRISONVILLE, Mo. — A 
man convicted of killing three 
women in Kansas pleaded guilty 
Thursday to five more murders in 
Missouri, where some of the vic-
tims’ bodies were found stuffed 
into barrels in a rented storage 
locker.

John E. Robinson Sr., 59, avoid-
ed trial and a possible death sen-
tence in Missouri by admitting 
that he killed the two women and 
teenage girl whose bodies were 
found in the storage locker, as 
well as two other women whose 
bodies were never found.

William Godfrey, whose 19-

year-old daughter, Paula Godfrey, 
has been missing since 1984, 
struggled to compose himself in 
court Thursday before describing 
her as an excellent student and ice 
skater. She was especially close to 
her mother, who died 10 years 
ago of cancer, Godfrey said.

“After she disappeared, my 
wife was a changed woman. A 
big part of her was ripped away,” 
Godfrey said as Robinson stood 
across the courtroom from him, 
staring straight ahead.

Last fall, Robinson was sen-
tenced to death in Kansas for two 
murders there and given a life 
sentence for a third.

In his guilty plea Thursday 
in Missouri, Robinson admitted 
killing Godfrey, of Olathe, Kan., 

and Catherine Clampitt, formerly 
of Texas, who disappeared in 
1987, at age 27. No charges had 
ever been filed in their disap-
pearances, but Robinson had 
long been considered a suspect 
because both women had worked 
for him.

He also said he killed Beverly 
Bonner, 49, of Cameron, Mo., and 
Sheila Faith, 45, and her paraple-
gic daughter, Debbie, 16, both 
formerly of California.

Their three bodies were discov-
ered in 55-gallon drums in a stor-
age locker in Raymore on June 5, 
2000 — two days after authorities 
dug up two larger barrels contain-
ing women’s bodies on rural prop-
erty Robinson owned just over the 
state line in Linn County, Kan.

Church marks pope’s 
25th anniversary

VATICAN CITY — An 
ailing Pope John Paul II cel-
ebrated his 25 years as pontiff 
on Thursday, asking tens of 
thousands of pilgrims, his 
admiring Polish countrymen 
and the men who help run his 
church to pray for him, saying 
his future rested in the hands 
of God.

The festivities, made bitter-
sweet by the pope’s obvious 
ailments, highlighted John 
Paul’s role as one of the most 
influential religious figures of 
the last century as he reached 
a milestone matched by only 
three of his predecessors.

At least 50,000 people 
packed St. Peter’s Square for an 
anniversary Mass that began at 
6 p.m. — about the same time a 
quarter-century ago that white 
smoke from a Vatican chimney 
signaled that a Polish cardinal 
named Karol Wojtyla had been 
elected the first non-Italian 
pope in 455 years.

As the sun set over the 
square, the crowd broke into 
applause when a weary-look-
ing John Paul was wheeled 
to the altar, dressed in golden 
vestments and a jeweled miter, 
while a choir sang hymns.

He smiled after the greeting 
from the dean of the College 
of Cardinals, Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger, who praised the 
pope for his tireless work and 
his endurance of “criticism 
and insults.”

“You turned to young and 

old, rich and poor, power-
ful and humble, and always 
showed, according to the 
example of Jesus Christ, a par-
ticular love for the poor and 
the defenseless,” Ratzinger 
said.

The 83-year-old pope, who 
suffers from Parkinson’s dis-
ease, read only portions of his 
prepared remarks, including a 
prayer, and appeared pained 
at times. He spoke in a strong 
voice during his homily, but 
began slurring his words later 
in the two-hour service.

“I renew, in the hands of 
Mary, beloved Mother, the gift 
of myself, of the present and 
the future: everything will be 
done according to your will. 
Supreme Pastor, stay among 
us so that we can proceed with 
you securely to the house of 
the Father.”

And in a portion read by an 
aide, John Paul said, “Help the 
pope and all those who want 
to serve Christ.”

Despite his physical limita-
tions, the pope has pressed on.

Earlier Thursday, he 
appeared before cardinals to 
sign an exhortation on the 
role of bishops, delivering his 
speech in a weak and slurred 
voice and relying on an aide 
to read parts of it. John Paul 
was joined at the Mass by 149 
cardinals, as well 28 of the 30 
recently named cardinals who 
will be installed next week.

At a meeting of cardinals 
Wednesday, a top Vatican cardi-
nal, Bernadin Gantin of Benin, 
effectively quashed speculation 
John Paul might retire, saying 
popes serve for life.

John Paul arrived on the 
world stage when the College 
of Cardinals gathered to name 
a successor to Pope John Paul I, 
who died after only 34 days in 
the papacy.

▪ Pope John Paul 
II said his future in 
the Vatican rested in 
God s hands

by Victor Simpson
Associated Press

by Bill Draper
Associated Press

condition and under police 
guard Thursday morning at St. 
Vincent’s Hospital, where many 
victims, including at least one 
amputee, also were taken.

A co-worker told authori-
ties the pilot had been asleep, 
slumped over the controls, the 
source said.

But Staten Island councilman 
Michael McMahon said he was 
told at a briefing Thursday that 
Smith may have lost conscious-
ness because of “health prob-
lems and medication.”

“By the time the other captain 
could get control of the ship, it 
was too late,” McMahon said. 
He said the officials were look-

ing into whether he had failed 
to take blood pressure medica-
tion.

Asked about reports that the 
pilot had fallen asleep or passed 
out at the wheel, National 
Transportation Safety Board 
chairwoman Ellen Engleman 
said Thursday the agency has 
“a lot of conflicting reports as 
far as that. We don’t want to 
pass on stories or rumors.”

Alan Abramson, an attorney 
for Smith, released a brief state-
ment Thursday after meeting 
with the pilot’s family.

“The family and all concerned 
hope that people will not rush 
to judgment,” said Abramson, 
who has yet to meet with his 
client. “Their prayers go out to 

all the victims.”
After the wreck, the ferry was 

immediately backed up and 
moved to one of the passenger 
slips, where rescue crews began 
work.

“The scene was total chaos,” 
said passenger Frank Corchado, 
29, of Staten Island, recounting 
horrific sights: a decapitated 
man, a legless woman, a fel-
low passenger bleeding from 
his eyes.

“There was a lady without 
legs, right in the middle of the 
boat,” he said. “She was scream-
ing. You ever see anything like 
that?”

The dead, one woman and 
nine men, ranged from age 25 
to 52, police said.

Continued from page 1

Pilot: 10 dead in ferry accident



It has been six years since 
“Jackie Brown,” Quentin 
Tarantino’s last movie. With the 
lack of success the film experi-
enced and the subsequent time 
off, many thought Tarantino was 
suffering from writer’s block or 
that he was having trouble reach-
ing the creative standards he 
set with “Reservoir Dogs” and 
“Pulp Fiction.”

After reading an interview in 
which he denied having writer’s 
block and then seeing “Kill Bill: 
Vol. 1,” I believe him.

Originally, the movie was sup-
posed to be a modest film paying 
homage to samurai movies of 
old.

Yet somewhere between being 
conceived by Tarantino and Uma 
Thurman on the set of “Pulp 
Fiction” and its final shooting, 
the film became a three-hour 
epic, hence the decision to cut it 
into two films.

The movie, in Tarantino style, 
is nowhere near chronological, 
but follows the bride (Thurman) 
on her quest for revenge. The 
movie opens with the bride 
battered and bloody on the 
day of her wedding after being 
beaten up by members of her 
former group, The Deadly Viper 
Assassination Squad. 

Her former leader, Bill (David 
Carradine), attempts to end her 
life, however fails as she enters a 
four-year coma.

The movie jumps to four and 
a half years later with the bride 
seeking her revenge against 
the second person on her list, 
Vernita Green (Vivica A. Fox) aka 
Copperhead. After a ridiculous 
fight sequence, the plot shifts 
back six months when the bride 
wakes up to find she has been 
in a coma for four years and no 
longer has the child with which 
she was pregnant. 

She immediately seeks revenge 
and decides her first victim will 
be O-Ren Ishii (Lucy Liu). What 
follows is possibly one of the 
greatest fight scenes ever made, 
considering its creativity and the 
fact there are zero CGI effects.

The movie does not fit into a 
certain genre. Calling it an action 
film does not do it justice. 

“Kill Bill” is not only a tribute 
to the traditional samurai movie, 
but to kung fu movies from the 
’70s as well, Spaghetti Westerns 
(which is no surprise when given 
how much of a fan Tarantino is 
of Sergio Leone, director of some 
of the best of the genre) and even 
anime.

Not only are all these things 
combined, but are beautifully 
done in true Tarantino style.

One word to the squeamish 
though — if you don’t like the 

sight of blood, bring your hands 
so you can cover your eyes fre-
quently. 

It was said this was one of the 
bloodiest movies ever made, but 
Tarantino does a lot of creative 
things to help alleviate this. 

For instance, the enormously 
entertaining fight scene between 
the bride and O-Ren Ishii’s goons 
(reminiscent of the Penguin’s 
goons on the ’60s Batman show,) 
could have been too bloody for 
many people to watch. What 
does Tarantino do? He switches 
to black and white. Simple, yet 
genius. 

In the same fight sequence, 
the lights are turned off and all 
you see are silhouettes against a 
blue screen. Again, simple, yet 
genius. 

What puts this movie over the 
top is the Tarantino handpicked 
soundtrack. It is tough for mov-
ies that are almost all action to 
continually get the audience 
pumped up for each consecutive 
fight scene. 

However, the wonderfully 
obscure songs used to lead into 
each of these scenes are able to do 
the trick. Fight scenes in movies 
today are always trying to outdo 
each other with more and more 
special effects. 

This seems necessary for the 
same reason roller coasters are 
being built bigger and bigger — 
because the audience gets bored 

with things they have already 
seen or done. 

The genius of Tarantino is 
in his usage of all these simple 
things to keep the audience inter-
ested and make you think, “Hey 
that’s kind of cool.”

This movie is one of the most 
kick-ass movies ever made for 
people who are just fans of 
movies. For people who are not 
necessarily fans of movies, it is 
still a creative action film — fun 
from opening to close — and it 
will leave you anxious for next 
February to see if the bride really 
does kill Bill. 
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Band, speaker battle 
mental health stigmas

The Choose Tomorrow 
program, sponsored by the 
German Club, held a concert, 
speaker and vigil last night 
on Henderson Lawn to raise 
awareness of suicide and men-
tal illness.

The band Temple played sev-
eral songs to start off the night, 
followed by a short speech by 
Bonny Henrickson, theVirginia 
Tech women’s basketball coach.  
Henrickson said a few words 
of encouragement to those in 
attendance by talking of her 
own experience with a brother 
fighting with mental illnesses.

“It is important to surround 
a person in need with a support 
network,” Henrickson said. She 
told the audience by supporting 
loved ones, a huge difference 
can be made in helping them 
fight against the urge to take 
their own life.

“No matter how bad today is, 
please choose tomorrow,” were 
her final words.

After the speaker, Temple 
played its second set followed 
by a vigil. About 80 people took 
candles and stood around the 
graffiti wall created earlier in 
the week while Temple played 
in the background. The German 
Club built the wall, which was 
signed by people throughout 
the week.

Charlie Smith, a junior 
mechanical engineering 
major and co-chair of Choose 
Tomorrow, said he thought the 
whole ceremony went well, 

especially the candlelight vigil.
“One of the main reasons 

we did the candlelight vigil is 
because suicide and mental ill-
nesses are hard to talk about, 
especially as a survivor.” 

Smith also addressed why the 
German Club decided to start 
and sponsor Choose Tomorrow 
throughout the week.

“One of the main reasons 
we did this is because suicide 
and mental illnesses are not 
talked about or recognized as 
a disease.” 

Others felt the event raised 
more awareness of suicide and 
mental illness.

“The event talked about 
things that definitely need to 
be brought to the attention of 
college students,” said the lead 
singer of Temple and a senior 
finance major Kurtis Parks. 

“With all the stress we have 
as students, suicide and depres-
sion need to be talked about,” 
he said.

Tracy Davis, a senior land-
scape architect major, said she 
has dealt with these issues in 
her family.

“I’ve had family members 
suffer from depression and 
suicide attempts and I thought 
the concert, speaker and vigil 
around the wall were a good 
way to promote awareness.”

This is the first year German 
Club has sponsored Choose 
Tomorrow, but Smith said they 
are planning to promote it again 
next year.

“If we can change one per-
son’s perspective on life, then 
it’s worth all the effort.”

by Allison Cordell
Staff Writer

Magician nears end of hungry London vigil

LONDON — David Blaine 
is getting ready to leave his 
box.

The American magician is 
approaching Sunday’s end to 
a 44-day fasting vigil in a dan-
gling plastic case.

The 30-year-old, who previ-
ously has been buried alive and 

encased in a block of ice, says 
the feat is both the hardest and 
“the most beautiful” thing he’s 
done.

It has undeniably captured 
the imagination of Britons. 

Over the past six weeks, 
onlookers have reacted with a 
pungent mix of support and 
ridicule, while commentators 
puzzled over whether the stunt 
offered tasteless spectacle or 

spiritual insight.
Brian Keenan, who was 

held hostage in Lebanon for 
four and a half years, wrote 
in The Guardian newspaper 
that people were “drawn to 
this half-naked man hoisted 
in the heavens. We eat our 
hamburgers and ice cream in 
part wonder, part homage, part 
adoration.”

“This strange public confine-

ment ... acquires something 
of the unresolved ambiguity 
of art,” said the same paper’s 
theater critic, Michael 
Billington. 

But in The Independent, 
columnist Terence Blacker con-
demned the “creepy” Blaine 
as part of a disturbing trend 
toward entertainment that 
“tweaked the public’s sadistic 
impulse.”

by Jill Lawless
Associated Press

Kill Bill
The 

Cast: Uma Thurman, David Carradine, 
Lucy Liu, Vivica A. Fox and Daryl Hannah

Director: Quentin Tarantino

Running Time: 111 min.

Rated R for strong bloody violence 
and some sexual content.

Grade: A-
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The Off-Campus Housing Fair will be 
held in Squires next Wednesday.

In celebration of the event, I write this 
column every other year. I’m hopeful the 
information I’m about to give will save 
you lots of money. I also know students 
who don’t read (or use) this informa-
tion tend to end up seeing me much 
later, when things go wrong. They never 
thought they’d have legal trouble with 
their landlords or roommates, but they 
do.

Don’t avoid eye contact with me if 
you come to the housing fair. I’m the first 
table as you enter. I’m there to help you. 
I’m your employee and you’ve paid for 
my advice. Make a point of stopping by 
my table to sign up to receive electronic 
copies of critical information you can use 
as a renter.

Don’t sign anything before you read 
it and review it with me. Otherwise, you 
may be in for some unpleasant surprises. 
Here are just a few examples:

Some landlords don’t provide enough 
parking spaces for their tenants. Even if 

you have a permit to park in their park-
ing lot, it won’t help if there are no spaces. 
Most leases don’t guarantee you a spot. 

They may not want you to know what 
the ratio of spaces to tenants is. This is 
troublesome if they contract with a tow-
ing company to patrol the lot, regardless 
of whether or not they receive a call. Some 
property managers will not provide you 
with the contact information or even the 
name of the person who owns your prop-
erty. This makes it very difficult to sue 
them if there is ever any trouble. They 
may not want you to deal directly with 
the owner. In fact, the owner may not 
even be aware their property manager 
is unwilling to negotiate a compromise 
of any dispute until you actually expend 
money to go to court. Some landlords 
will charge you for cleaning whether or 
not your apartment needs it — they may 
always say it needs it. If you sign the 
lease, you agree, unless you change the 
terms and get them to sign the change. 
Cleaning charges average $150-$200.

Some landlords will charge you a 
redecoration fee. This means you agree 
to pay a substantial portion of money to 
the landlord for … cleaning. If they also 
bill you for extra cleaning, you may get 

charged twice for the same cleaning. 
Again, if you sign the lease without get-
ting the landlord to change the lease and 
sign the modifications, you may end up 
having to pay those charges.

Some landlords will allow you to sign a 
lease allowing more occupants than local 
ordinances would allow. They may advise 
you not to have all the people sign the 
lease to get around this law. This is ille-
gal. If you are discovered, you might get 
evicted. Your landlord may not remember 
having told you about not having every-
one sign the lease.

Some landlords will get you to sign 
a lease saying you will agree to pay any 
increase in rent during your tenancy. 
Then they raise your rent, after you’ve 
signed the lease. Some landlords will 
not allow you to break your lease. Even 
if you find someone to take your place, 
they won’t release you from liability. 
Some landlords may even put that person 
you referred into an apartment other than 
yours, claiming they have to fill all of the 
vacancies before they allow someone to 
take over your growing debt.

Often, your lease will either not men-
tion a re-rental or early termination pol-
icy, or the terms will significantly favor 

the landlord’s interests. If you sign these 
terms, you explicitly agree. 

Some landlords and property manag-
ers will attempt to bill you for damages 
caused to the exterior of your residence 
— whether it’s from criminal activity of 
third parties, or weather, or any circum-
stance out of your control. If you sign the 
lease saying you agree to this, you may be 
responsible for paying for this.

Besides these examples of how things 
could go wrong by signing a lease that 
you don’t understand, there are other 
matters that should concern you. If your 
roommate fails to pay, you may have 
to cover their expenses, without excep-
tion. If your roommate threatens you, or 
makes your life difficult, your landlord is 
not responsible for kicking them out. You 
agreed to live with the person and you 
may be stuck in a bad situation unless 
you can negotiate a way out with your 
roommate.

You may also be charged for damages 
at the apartment you didn’t create. Some 
landlords may even charge you for clean-
ing or repairs they never perform. If you 
don’t know the steps to take to protect 
yourself, you could join the ranks of the 
thousands of students who have come to 

me who have had to pay an additional 
$600 to $3,000 beyond the value of their 
security deposits. Some tenants end up 
paying for damages due to the landlord’s 
failure to respond in a timely fashion to 
maintenance requests. If you don’t take 
appropriate steps to document the main-
tenance request, your landlord may claim 
you never contacted them and all of the 
damages are your fault. All of this tends to 
happen because, again, you don’t use my 
services or get the informational handouts 
from my office. Ask three people who live 
off campus and chances are excellent at 
least one of them will have had one of the 
problems mentioned above. 

If I said you could save $3,000 of your 
money with five seconds of effort, would 
you consider it worth it? Try it. Stop by 
my table, and the Tenant’s Association 
of Blacksburg’s table at the housing fair 
next Wednesday. Sign up to receive our 
information.

In my experience, only the students 
who fail to heed my advice end up in 
these situations.

See you next week.

Now that “compassionate conser-
vatism” has had its chance to weigh 
in on the question of equal rights 
for all, a rebuff is due (“Marriage 
should remain a union between het-
erosexuals,” CT, Oct. 15). Let me get 
this straight; you’re saying because 
you don’t find the concept of marry-
ing another man satisfying, no one 
else should be permitted to do so? I 
may be heterosexual myself, but it 
doesn’t prevent me from seeing how 
indefensible this position is.

The first argument thrown down 
is always that the gay community 
is blowing things out of proportion. 
Essentially, people who argue this 
point are saying it’s the gays’ fault 
they are being excluded from com-
mon society, and that they have no 
reason to feel wronged by this.

The second argument used 
appeals to emotion by citing the 
fact “more and more children are 
growing up in broken homes where 
marriages have failed.” There is no 
evidence, first of all, that gays make 
poor parents. 

Secondly, this argument appears 
to suggest that forcing the parents 
to stay in a bad or abusive relation-
ship is going to work out better for 
the child than living with one good 
parent or a good step-parent.

The third argument generally 
made is that the American legal sys-
tem is founded on biblical moral 
principles, and therefore since the 
Bible disapproves of gay marriage, 
it should be illegal. Even if this were 
the case, it would not be a compel-
ling argument.

However, only three of the Ten 
Commandments describe acts 
which are in fact illegal: killing, 
stealing and bearing false witness. 
These three things are also illegal in 
virtually every society on earth, be 
it Hindu, Confucian or communist. 
The rest of them may be frowned 
upon by one’s Christian neighbors, 

as a gay marriage would be, but they 
are not illegal.

The fourth argument is that we 
should follow the “order of nature” 
in determining who is allowed to 
marry. This is patently absurd for a 
number of reasons. To begin with, 
animals do not marry; the argument 
here has nothing to do with repro-
duction, just marriage.

Besides, there are gay animals; 
there are animals which reproduce 
with members outside their species. 
Many male mammals maintain a 
“harem” of females for their per-
sonal use; and there are many, many 
animals that do not even take care 
of their young beyond fertilization. 
Nature is a decidedly poor place for 
the right to turn to for its defenses, 
since nature has no arbitrary moral 
codes.

The fifth main argument is by far 
the most obnoxious. It follows the 
classic “slippery slope” fallacy by 
claiming permitting gay marriages 
will open the door to polygamy or 
bestiality (which lends a whole new 
meaning to “animal husbandry”). 

Despite the fact this is prima 
facie absurd, there are a whole host 
of legal complications that would 
make such things impossible. 

Remember, the discussion is on 
legality, not whether you personally 
would be comfortable doing such a 
thing.

An interesting side-note: Bush 
scheduled the first day of “Marriage 
Protection Week” to fall exactly on 
the anniversary of the brutal murder 
of Matthew Shephard, the nation’s 
most famous hate-crime since 
Rodney King. 

Considering how excellently it 
polarizes the country, it would be 
sheer naiveté to believe this is a 
coincidence.

The final point raised by the 
Religious Right is people of the same 
sex should not be allowed to reap 
marriage’s many legal and finan-
cial benefits because it somehow 
“cheapens” heterosexual marriage. 
As much as it is genuinely fun to 

keep those we perceive as different 
out of the proverbial treehouse, it is 
still quite simply immature. 

Some of the more reasonable of 
them have proposed a compromise: 
the creation of “civil unions,” half-
marriages in which the participants 
are awarded all of the legal benefits 
of a real marriage, just without the 
title. 

The truly ironic thing is this con-
cession completely destroys all of 
their earlier arguments about broken 
homes, the “order of nature,” and 
the marrying of inanimate objects 
because a “civil union” is function-
ally identical to marriage.

Essentially, their twisted concept 
of marriage has retreated back to 
nothing more than a word. 

Since the legal aspects of mar-
riage would be brought forth into 
an appropriately secular context, 
marriage becomes a purely religious 
activity. 

If a heterosexual couple resents 
the religious right’s intrusion into 
the public sphere, they would be 
more than welcome to obtain a 
“civil union” with just as grand a 
ceremony and all of the legal ben-
efits offered therein.

Marriage is the property of all, 
not just those who fit in with a nar-
row Judeo-Christian definition of 
“morality.” 

To think we can disenfranchise 
a large segment of our population 
because we are uncomfortable with 
their leisure-time activities is no 
different than a Hindu condemning 
consumers of hamburgers or a com-
munist criticizing a capitalist.

It’s all a question of dogma, and to 
press your fears and neuroses onto 
others is irresponsible and the true 
citizens of our glorious democratic 
state will not stand for it. 

Anything less would betray 
the ideals of the United States of 
America.

John Robertson

Unfounded arguments alienate gays
Ben Kommor

Students must take caution and seek advice before signing a lease 

Ben Kommor is a regular columnist 
for the Collegiate Times.

John Robertson is the director of Student 
Legal Services at Virginia Tech.

Letter to the Editor

To the author of yesterday’s 
column about marriage, “Marriage 
should remain a union between het-
erosexuals” (CT, Oct. 15), it is possi-
ble the lesbian, gay and transgender 
community is “overly sensitive.”

However, the government’s 
attempt to constitutionally dis-
criminate against an entire group 
of people is a serious matter. The 
issues you find inconsequential are 
a daily reminder to LGBT people 
that we are second-class citizens, 
denied the rights you enjoy on a 
daily basis.

The argument that the United 
States was founded on Christian 
values is flawed because the vast 
majority of the founding fathers 
were deists. 

Deists are defined as people who 
believe in the existence of a God or 
supreme being, but deny revealed 
religion, basing beliefs on the light 
of nature and reason. And regard-
less of their religious beliefs, they 
believed religion and government 
should be separate.

The argument that marriage is 
“natural” is unfounded. Not only 
is homosexual behavior found in 
almost every species of animal, 
but the ideological connection of 
procreation and marriage is rela-
tively new in the history of human 
civilization.

I have no issue with restricting 
marriage to a union between two 
people and not between animals 
or objects. 

What I don’t understand is how 
it is setting an “irresponsible prece-
dence” to grant two loving people 

the same right as anyone else. 
Married heterosexual couples 

have more than 1,000 rights specific 
to their marital status. 

The specific language of the pro-
posed amendment says, “marriage 
in the United States shall consist 
only of the union of a man and a 
woman. Neither this constitution 
or the constitution of any state, 
nor federal law, shall be construed 
to require that marital status or 
the legal incidents thereof be con-
ferred upon unmarried couples or 
groups.”

The federal marriage amend-
ment being proposed to the House 
of Representatives specifically 
rejects civil union as well as non-
heterosexual marriage. If one of the 
largest social problems is divorce, 
then why is the president going out 
of his way to deny 10 percent of the 
population the opportunity to have 
the government recognize stable 
queer relationships?

State governments, such as that 
of Virginia, historically discriminate 
against LGBT people on the basis 
that all of these people are assumed 
felons under sodomy laws. Now 
that the sodomy laws have been 
judged unconstitutional, people 
wanting to discriminate against 
gays and lesbians have to turn else-
where, to marriage.

I agree marriage is something that 
is inherently religious and should 
not be governed by state interests. 
But I would also argue that anyone 
who equates homosexual marriage 
with bestiality and polygamy is 
contributing to the atmosphere 
allowing hate crimes and other 
“often-brutal ways of expressing 
their feeling” to occur.

Alexandria Michael 
senior, political science and 

interdisciplinary studies

Amendment 
promotes 
discrimination



ASHBURN — LaVar 
Arrington bellowed a not-so-nice 
nickname for the Washington 
Redskins newest starting cor-
nerback: “Lord Farquaad.”

“LaVar?” Rashad Bauman 
said Thursday when told about 
the nickname. “You know that’s 
the ugliest guy on the team. You 
can’t take that personally.”

Lord Farquaad, for those not 
familiar with animated mega-
movies, is the short guy from 
“Shrek.” And Bauman, gener-
ously listed at 5-foot-8, is one 
of the shortest players on the 
Redskins roster.

The Redskins will need 
Bauman to stand tall against the 
Buffalo Bills on Sunday, when 
he replaces injured starter Fred 
Smoot.

“It’s not really a big deal to me 
anymore,” said Bauman, offer-
ing an apparently unintentional 
pun. “I guess when you’re in the 
Little Leagues, Pop Warner, high 
school, college, size is really the 
thing — because you want to get 
to the NFL, and all the NFL talks 
about is size, size.

“But at the same time any-
body can play football as long as 
you know the game. Sometimes 

you need those big cars that go 
fast, but at the same time you 
need that sports car that can hug 
the corners.”

Smoot broke his sternum in 
Sunday’s loss to Tampa Bay and 
could miss several games, giv-
ing Bauman his first full game 
in a starter’s role. 
Technically, the 
league will count 
it as Bauman’s 
second NFL 
start because 
he was on the 
field when the 
defense opened 
in a nickel pack-
age in a game 
late last season.

With three-
time Pro Bowl 
c o r n e r b a c k 
Champ Bailey 
drawing the 
a s s i g n m e n t 
of covering 
Eric Moulds 
— assuming 
Moulds’ groin 
injury heals sufficiently before 
Sunday — Bauman expects to 
have his hands full with receiv-
ers Bobby Shaw and Josh Reed 
as the Bills pick on the less expe-
rienced defender.

“I know that I’ve got the best 

in the world on the other side of 
me, so why try him?” Bauman 
said. “That’s just common sense. 
They’re going to come at me, 
and hopefully I’ll step up.”

Other than his height, 
Bauman is so far best known as 
the answer to a trivia question 

meant only for 
Redskins die-
hards: Which 
player finally 
sent Darrell 
Green to the 
bench for an 
entire game?

A third-
round pick from 
Oregon a year 
ago, Bauman 
spent his rookie 
season in a 
logjam behind 
Bailey, Smoot 
and Green. 
Green was play-
ing nickel back 
in his 20th and 
final season, so 
Bauman had no 

delusions about getting instant 
playing time.

“It seemed like I had Champ 
on one side of the corner, Fred 
on another side of the corner, 
Darrell in the slot,” Bauman 
said. 

You’re scared, alone, maybe 
crying. The Marlins are in the 

World Series and I love every 
second of it.

Why you ask? How can this 
be? Well, take a good long look 
at it and how all the pieces of the 
puzzle came together like the T-
1000 when he explodes near the 
end of “Terminator 2.”

Jeffery Loria was clutch all 
year long but everyone refused 
to see it because they wrote the 

Marlins off. They were predicted 
in the preseason to finish fourth in 
their division behind the Braves, 
Phillies and Mets. Everyone was 
wrong — everyone.

I do feel sorry for the Chicago 
Cubs’ faithful though; their frus-
tration probably cannot be cap-
tured by words.

As far as the circle of people 
with whom I am involved, I have 

no sympathy for anyone unless 
your name is Rob Colley, Karla 
Maslow or my dad — they have 
been in it for the long hall.

I am a superstitious person also 
but I do not believe in the base-
ball curses. I do believe in bad 
luck and bad front office person-
nel. Every team cannot win and I 
know the Cubs have not done it 
in what is soon to be 96 years, but 
the ball has not rolled their way.

Steven Bartman is just another 
chapter in the bad luck the Cubs 
have had. The same goes for Bill 
Buckner and the Red Sox. If I 
were in his seat, I would have 
gone for the foul ball as well — it 
was a natural reaction. But that is 
pointless now, his life is forever 
changed.

Everyone wants to talk about 
how Jack McKeon, the Marlins’ 
manager, is so old. Well, great 
coaches like Bobby Bowden, Joe 
Paterno and Felipe Alou are also 
up there in age — 74, 77 and 68, 
respectively. 

This has been a great series 
and I will miss it but the Marlins 
won it the way they have been 
winning all year. All odds against 
them and coming from behind 
playing scrappy, gritty baseball.

Honestly, I did not think in 

April the Marlins could do it. I 
took me until the beginning of 
June to get on the wild card band-
wagon; I knew they would not 
leapfrog the Braves.

A.J. Burnett blew his elbow out 
four games in and I have been a 
Marlins fan since April 5, 1993, 
their first game every played. I 
was fortunate enough to attend 
that game with my dad, brother 
and grandfather.

Charlie Hough pitched for 
the Marlins to a win over Orel 
Hershiser and the Dodgers 6-3. 
Good ole’ Jeff Conine went 4-4 
back then and names like Bret 
Barberie, Walt Weiss and Chuck 
Carr were integral parts of my 
favorite baseball team up until 
this year.

I love the Marlins’ line-up. 
They hit the ball, run the bases, 
sacrifice with bunts better than 
anyone else and play good 
defense. The leadoff combination 
of Pierre and Castillo is arguably 
the best 1-2 combo in baseball, 
they’re fast and they get on base 
— they’re a pesky tandem.

Pudge is nothing short of 
clutch — he has been waiting 
his entire career for this. The 20-
year-old Miguel Cabrera is just 
amazing people and is living up 

to the hype he received while in 
the minor leagues.

The rest of the lineup has been 
producing at the right times and if 
the Marlins want to win the world 
title, they will have to keep doing 
it in the World Series.

Before game one of the series, I 
had a dream I tossed a game ver-
sus the Cubs and threw only four 
innings before getting shelled by 
Alou and Sosa. The bullpen came 
through in dramatic fashion as 
they did in the series versus the 
Cubs; hopefully they can keep 
it up.

Although I was elated to see 
the Marlins win and move onto 
the World Series to take on one 
of two storied franchises, I was 
sad to see them lose one of their 
original fans, my grandfather.

He was there with us April 
5 for the beginning and he was 
there at Pro Player Stadium to 
see them dethrone the Giants last 
week — only a few days before 
he passed away. He would be as 
proud as I would be to see the 
Marlins take home another world 
title.
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‘Miracle Marlins’ overcome odds, doubters to beat Cubs
Adam

 Abramson

The Truth

Rashad Bauman to start in 
place of injured Fred Smoot
by Joseph White
Associated Press

    I know that Iʼve 
got the best in the 
world on the other 
side of me (Bailey), 
so why try him? 
That s̓ just common 
sense. Theyʼre going 
to come at me, and 
hopefully Iʼll step 
up.”

Rashad Bauman
Redskins  cornerback

“

Adam Abramson is the 
associate sports editor for the 
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Washington @ Buffalo
San Diego @ Cleveland
Green Bay @ St. Louis

New England @ Miami
Denver @ Minnesota

Philly @ NY Giants
Tennessee @ Carolina

NY Jets @ Houston
Tampa Bay @ San Fran.
Kansas City @ Oakland
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Florida State @ Virginia
Mich. St. @ Minnesota

Texas A&M @ Nebraska
Iowa @ Ohio State
Florida @ Arkansas

Alabama at Mississippi
LSU @ South Carolina
Texas Tech @ Okla. St.
Oklahoma @ Missouri

World Series: Game 1
Marlins @ Yankees 

Game of the Week

This is week seven of 
the 2003 CT sports 
picks. Check out www. 
collegiatetimes.com 
for more of the staff’s 
sports picks  —including 
those on staff whose 
picks failed to make the 
cut this week.
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Marlins Yankees Yankees Yankees Yankees

Marlins down 3-1...
don’t call it a come-

back — they’re 
scrappy but 

FLUKE ?!?

Whatever, it’s all 
talent.

Cubbies, I rooted 
for you and you 
let me down ... 
I even saw you 

Please send fan 
mail to:

“Aaron - The 

It’s week sev
and the cop
staff is still 

the top fi ve -

Sports
Editor

Kumar 
Malhotra

Overall Record
Last Week

80-40
14-6

77-43
12-8

76-44
13-7

76-44
13-7

75-45
13-7
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Any questions concerning 
ads please call the Better 
Business Bureau 1-800-533-
5501.

CLASSIFIEDS
RATES:
33¢ per word and 38¢ 

per bold word, PRE-PAID 
in cash, check, Visa, 
Mastercard, Discover, 
American Express, or 
Hokie Passport

27 characters per line
2-line minimum

POLICIES:
Classified advertisement 

forms are available in 
121 Squires Student 
Center.

The Collegiate Times 
reserves the right to 
refuse publication of 
advertisements con-
taining profanity or vio-
lations of the university 
honor code.

No refunds are available.

DEADLINES:
Two business days prior 

to publication by 3 p.m.

Collegiate Times office 
hours are 10:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday.

Automotive
Jimʼs Motorcycle Service

951-5185
http://www.swva.net/jims-

motorcycle
Help Wanted
NOW TRAINING
Tax Preparers.
call 381-5555

Bartender Trainees 
Needed

$250 a day potential.  
Local positions.  

1-800-293-3985 ext. 404

Help Wanted
A SPRING BREAKER 

NEEDED 2004ʼs Hottest 
Destinations & Parties 

2 free trips/high 
commissions 

sunsplashtours.com 
1-800-426-7710

Movie extras/models 
needed. 

No experience required, 
all looks and ages. 

earn $100-500 a day. call 
1-888-820-0167 ext. U201

Servers needed now.  
Must be available over 

holidays.  Apply at Shakers 
200 Laurel St. 

Christiansburg, VA. 

For Sale
For sale: 1 hunter green 

couch with pillows, 1 
hunter green loveseat with 
pillows, 2 antique milk jug 

lamps, 1 20 inch television, 
1 VCR, 1 camel back floral 
sofa, 1 camel back floral 
loveseat, 1 camel back 

floral chair, 1 cherry coffee 
table, 1 Hamilton Beach 16 

speed blender, 1 wok, 2 
lawn chairs, 1 ironing 

board and 1 RX7 header. If 
interested phone 
540-320-0918. 
Ask for Bridget.

POLICE IMPOUNDS!
Cars/Trucks/SUVs from 

$500!  For listings
800-719-3001 x7543

HALLOWEEN 
COSTUMES, WIGS, 

MAKE-UP AND 
ACCESSORIES.  SHOP 

EARLY FOR BEST 
SELECTION.  

PARTY CENTRAL
1701 S. MAIN.

LEIS, GRASS SKIRTS, 
FACE PAINT AND MARDI 

GRAS BEADS.  
PARTY CENTRAL 
1701 S. MAIN ST.

953-1170

For Rent

3 Bedroom 2 1/2 bath 2 
floor townhouse w/ private 
patio. On Toms Creek bus 
route. Spring semester 
lease-$900/month negotia-
ble. call 552-2728

2 BEDROOM 
APARTMENT REDUCED 

SECURITY DEPOSIT 
SHORT TERM LEASE 
AVAILABLE FREE 20” 

COLOR TV W/ REMOTE 
ITʼS YOURS TO KEEP!!! 

TOTAL RENT ONLY 
$495/MONTH Private 

balcony. A/C. Giant rooms. 
Ethernet. Walking distance 

to Tech downtown and 
grocery store. On bus 

route. Includes 
water/sewer bill, 

garbage pick-up, recycling. 
NORTHVIEW 

APARTMENTS 
(540) 552-5533

Notices
Fraternities - Sororities 
Clubs - Student Groups
Earn $1,000-$2,000 this 
semester with a proven 

CampusFundraiser 3 hour 
fundraising event.  

Our free programs make 
fundraising easy 

with no risks.  
Fundraising dates are 

filling quickly, so get with 
the program! It works. 

Contact 
CampusFundraiser at 

(888) 932-3238, 
or visit www.

campusfundraiser.com

Notices
10 SEATS LEFT!

Get on the Hooptie Ride 
Party Bus & support the #3 

Hokies for the VA. Tech-
West Virginia game on  

October 22!  $59 /person 
includes game ticket & 

round trip transportation.  
Leaving Blacksburg @10 
AM & returning after the 
game.  First come, first 

serve, so call today! Call 
449-DRIV & “Get there in 

style!”

Want to live rent free? For 
more information, visit the 
Chase Manhattan booth at 
the Off-Campus Housing 

Fair, October 22, in 
Squires Commonwealth 

Ballroom. Or call Ashley at 
(540) 953-0456 and ask 

for 
a Kiddie Condo packet. 
Equal Housing Lender.

Tax school open house 
Jackson-Hewett Tax 

Services 
3125 North Franklin Street 

Christiansburg, Virginia 
October 17.  4-6 p.m. 

“Stuck on a tough 
term paper? 

The PaperExperts.com 
can help!  Expert writers 

will help you with 
editing, writing, graduate
 applications.  Weʼll help 
on any subject - visit us 

24/7 at 
ThePaperExperts.com.”

ATTN: MUSICIANS 
All New Digital Studio in 

Floyd County. 
Demo and CD Packages 

Available. 
Rate Everyone can afford 
Mountain Fever Studios 

(540)789-7403

No Limit Texas Hold ‘Em  
Style Poker. $10 buy in.  

Benefits people with 
disabilities.  E-mail 

PokerForPush@vt.edu for 
details.

Travel

Spring Break 2004. Travel 
with STS, Americaʼs #1 

Student Tour Operator to 
Jamaica, Cancun, 

Acapulco, Bahamas and 
Florida. Now hiring 

campus reps. 
Call for group discouns.

Information/Reservations.
1-800-648-4849 or 
www.ststravel.com

Spring Break-sign up with 
Student Express and get 

FREE roundtrip airline  
tickets to over 15             

International destinations 
including Aruba,          

Dominican Republic, Costa 
Rica, Caribbean hot spots 

and more. Why go with 
anyone else. Limited offer 
call now. Commission rep 
positions also available.   

1-800-787-3787

A “Reality” Spring Break 
2004ʼs Hottest Prices 
Book now...Free Trips, 

Meals & Parties 
www.sunsplashtours.com 

or 1-800-426-7710

#1 Spring Break 
Vacations!  Cancun, 

Jamaica, Bahamas, &
 Florida!  Best Parties, 

Best Hotels, Best Prices!  
Space is limited!  Hurry up 
& Book Now! 1-800-234-

7007 www.endless
summertours.com

Travel

! So many Spring 
Break 

companies...  
Book DIRECT with the 
established leader in 
Spring Break Travel.  

Better trips, better prices.
Info/res: 1-800-367-1252 

or www.spring
breakdirect.com

Bahamas Special Spring 
Break & Winter Break 

$199.00 per person!  
5 days/4 nights Package 

includes: 
*Round trip cruise 

Plus 
*Food aboard ship 

Plus 
*Resort accommodations 
on Grand Bahama Island 
Toll Free: 888-85-BEACH 

(888-852-3224) 
www.GoBahama.com

Spring Break Reps needed 
to promote campus trips.  
Earn cash and  2 FREE 

trips!!  We train you. 
1-800-367-1252 or 

www.spring-
breakdirect.com

SPRING BREAK 2004!
Beach Life Vacations!

Jamaica, Cancun,
Acapulco, Bahamas, 

Florida.
Sell Trips, Earn Cash, 

Travel Free!
Call 1-800-733-6347

www.beachlifevacations
.com

Rides
www.Hooptieride.com

(540)-449-3748

For Rent

Travel

Personals
Hey, Box --

Way to screw up 
Drakeʼs carpet.

-A.J.

Double Down football — A 
new way to spend your 
Tuesday nights.  Led by 
Heisman hopefull Matt 
“Scooter” VanScooter, 

Double Downʼs the team to 
beat.  Ya heard?
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Winchester’s 
fi nest is so big 
time, he just 
phones his 

The Red Sox are 
like Canada, and 
the Yankees are 
like the U.S. -

Jeremy’s QB 
skills are like 

his sports picks 
skills: there’s 

Double Down 
football reigning 

supreme.
QB Challenge 

Rajan, for the 
sake of my 

stayin’ in the big 
leagues, you sure 

10 days until 
21; 7 days 

until Rajan gets 
kicked out of 

Nick was too 
psyched about 

getting out of the 
CT offi ce, so he 
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N O W  L E A S I N G

354 - unit phased neighborhood with brand new Welcome Center located a short
distance from the Virginia Tech campus on North Main Street, featuring:

• Two and three - bedroom townhomes • Served by Blacksburg Transit
•Ample on - site parking • Professional, on - site management

•Pre - wired for ethernet • Fitness Center • Tanning Beds

344 Red Maple Dr. • Blacksburg, Va 24060
(540) 552.7002 • www.mapleridgetownhomes.com

What Will You Do With Your Parents
While They Are Here?

Bring them to
Historic Smithfield!

A Virginia Historic Landmark,
A Blacksburg Treasure

Listed on the National Register of Historic Places

Guided tours of 1774 Home
Open Thursday through Sunday

from 1 - 5pm

For information call 540.231.3947 or visit our website at 
http://civic.bev.net/smithfield
Adjacent to Virginia Tech off  Duck Pond Drive
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Florida State @ Virginia
Mich. St. @ Minnesota

Texas A&M @ Nebraska
Iowa @ Ohio State
Florida @ Arkansas

Alabama at Mississippi
LSU @ South Carolina
Texas Tech @ Okla. St.
Oklahoma @ Missouri

World Series: Game 1
Marlins @ Yankees 

Game of the Week
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This is week seven of 
the 2003 CT sports 
picks. Check out www. 
collegiatetimes.com 
for more of the staff’s 
sports picks  —including 
those on staff whose 
picks failed to make the 
cut this week.
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Marlins Yankees Yankees Yankees Yankees Yankees Yankees Marlins Yankees Marlins Marlins Yankees

Marlins down 3-1...
don’t call it a come-

back — they’re 
scrappy but 

loveable.. 

Gonna be a good 
Fall Classic.

FLUKE ?!?

Whatever, it’s all 
talent.

Cubbies, I rooted 
for you and you 
let me down ... 
I even saw you 
play at Wrigley 

this year.
How do you lose 

a 3-1 lead?
Choke artists.

Please send fan 
mail to:

“Aaron - The 
CT’s man of the 

year”

It’s week seven 
and the copy 
staff is still in 

the top fi ve - it’s 
not a fl uke, it’s 

pure talent !

Winchester’s 
fi nest is so big 
time, he just 
phones his 

picks in.

Good luck 
this week - big 

time.

The Red Sox are 
like Canada, and 
the Yankees are 
like the U.S. -

they want to be 
like the U.S., but 

they can’t...
Remember:

1918

Jeremy’s QB 
skills are like 

his sports picks 
skills: there’s 

nothing to talk 
about, they 

both are non-
existent. 

Shout out to 
Double Down 

football.

QB Challenge 
on Alumni Mall 

on Monday. 
Rajan’s all talk

Rajan, for the 
sake of my 

stayin’ in the big 
leagues, you sure 
as hell better be 
right about the 

‘Skins ! 

10 days until 
21; 7 days 

until Rajan gets 
kicked out of 

the big leagues 
—  again.

Nick was too 
psyched about 

getting out of the 
CT offi ce, so he 

didn’t really have 
anything to say on 

here.
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