
Diversity on college campuses signifi-
cantly lowers the rate of binge drinking 
among students prone to such behavior, 
according to a recent study from Harvard 
University.

The study indicated that when groups 
that are less likely to binge drink are around 
high-risk binge drinkers, they lessen the 
threat of excessive alcohol consumption.

High-risk groups include white males, 
particularly those in fraternities and young-
er students, while African-American, Asian 
American, female and older students make 
up the low-risk groups.

Binge drinking is defined for males as 
consumption of five or more alcoholic 
beverages at one time at least once in a two-
week period. For women it is consuming at 
least four drinks at one time over the same 
period. Binge drinking has been blamed as 
the root cause of many problems in college 
students. These problems include every-
thing from poor grades and vandalism to 
campus riots.

Henry Wechsler, the study’s lead author, 
said 44 percent of students at four-year col-
leges are binge drinkers.

With these findings in mind, college 
administrators may now seek more diver-
sity in applicants as a way to decrease binge 
drinking.

Karen Torgersen, director of under-
graduate admissions at Virginia Tech, said 
limiting binge drinking is just one of many 
reasons for colleges to continue increasing 
diversity. 

“There are lots of good reasons to con-
tinue striving for diversity,” she said. “We 
can continue to work hard for many reasons 
to have a diverse institution.”

As for whether the recent findings will 
have a large impact on admissions policies, 
Torgersen said most universities are already 
seeking more diversity in their applicants.

“I think all universities are increasing 
policies to increase diversity,” Torgersen 
said.

The study found the binge-drinking rate 
among white students at one college with 
little racial diversity declined 10 percentage 
points at another college with more racial 
diversity.

While the Tech student body is comprised 
of a majority of white males who represent 
the high-risk binge drinkers, the College 

Several football fans unknow-
ingly spent a total of $1,877 on 20 
counterfeit tickets for the University 
of Miami home game this past 
Saturday and still gained entrance 
to Lane Stadium.

The tickets were sold on the 
street and all 20 people with the 
tickets were admitted to the game, 
said Virginia Tech Police Chief 
Debra Duncan.

“They got into the stadium, 
went to their seats and someone 
was sitting in their seats,” Duncan 
said. “They went to event staff who 
could tell (the ticket) was fake.”

Police allowed the fans with the 

tickets to remain in the stadium, but 
will not do so in the future, Duncan 
said.

“We have one more home game 
— Boston College,” she said. “If you 
buy a ticket on the street, you’re tak-
ing a chance.”

The tickets were 
all purchased 
in downtown 
Blacksburg with 
the exception of 
one purchased on 
campus, Duncan 
said.

One person 
spent $625 for five 
of the forged tick-
ets, she said.

The person(s) responsible for 
making the tickets attempted to 
recreate the season-ticket style, but 
did not do a very thorough job, said 
Sandy Smith, assistant director of 
athletics for ticketing services.

“They weren’t even good fakes,” 
he said.

The fakes had a blue border 
where legitimate tickets had a 
green border. And the Virginia Tech 
golden seal was a faded yellow on 
the hoaxes.

There are several techniques the 
university uses to deter counterfeit 

tickets, Smith said.
These include 

putting threads 
through tickets, 
using holograms 
and changing the 
color on season 
tickets game to 
game, he said.

Event staffers 
find themselves 
under a lot of pres-

sure at sold-out night games, and 
this affects the manner in which 
tickets are checked, said Tom 
Gabbard, associate athletic director 
in charge of game operations.

“When there’s a night game and 

The Blacksburg Town Council 
unanimously decided at its Oct. 14 
meeting that the penalty for a viola-
tion of the town’s noise ordinance 
would be raised from a Class 4 
misdemeanor to a Class 2 misde-
meanor. 

The penalty for being too loud 
after 10 p.m. is now the same as 
the penalty for possession of certain 
types of drugs: a fine up to $1,000 
and/or up to six months in jail.

In order to help students bet-
ter understand the law and to 
help fewer students break the law, 
Virginia Tech’s Student Government 
Association is working to educate 
students of the change in policy.

“(Noise violations) will continue 
to be an issue that will have a direct 
effect upon Tech students through-
out their years in Blacksburg,” said 
SGA executive council member and 
economics major Michael Borzilleri. 
“We think it’s important that the 
students know about these changes, 
and we’re going to do everything 

we can to work with the Town of 
Blacksburg to seek a resolution.”

According to the Code of Virginia 
and the Blacksburg Town Code, the 
previous penalty for a noise viola-
tion was a fine up to $250.

The new policy was enacted 
because of the overwhelming num-
ber of complaints generated by par-
ties the police have had to deal with 
so far this year, according to the 
Blacksburg Police Department.

Some town residents feel the 
noise caused by students is disrupt-
ing their lives and the functions of 
their businesses. 

“College is supposed to be a great 
time for students,” said Roanoke 
Street resident Geoffrey Good. “But 
what students need to realize is that 
a part of college is learning how to 
coexist with other people who have 
different priorities.” 

Some students on the other hand 
said residents and business owners 
need to keep in mind the univer-
sity makes up much of Blacksburg 
and they should therefore expect a 
noisier atmosphere. 

“People who buy real estate in 

Blacksburg know that it is a college 
town,” said Bill Hamilton, a fresh-
man engineering major. “People 
can’t move here then expect to 
change the town.”

Students living off campus are 
under even more pressure to keep 
quiet, and some said the residents 
of Blacksburg could be more under-
standing of the fact Blacksburg is a 

college town and college kids are 
not quiet. 

“People in Blacksburg just have 
to understand that when you live 
in this area, especially in the apart-
ment complexes close to campus, 
you have to expect it to be noisier 
day and night,” said off-campus 
resident and senior finance major 
Robert Braden.
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Police recover counterfeit Miami tickets

Noise violation penalties raised Diversity 
alters 
drinking 
habits

Embattled educator 
has tenure approved

by Eric Beidel
Associate News Editor

▪ Twenty people bought 
fake game tickets and 
were admitted, only to 
find people in their seat

▪ A new study finds that 
African-American, Asian-
American and female students 
are in a lower-risk group

by Jared Turner
News Assistant
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The Virginia Tech Board of Visitors 
appointed Shelli Fowler to a position in 
the Graduate Education Development 
Institute at a meeting Monday. 

More than a year ago, 
Fowler was offered a 
tenured position, but the 
Board removed the offer 
unanimously. 

“At the time, there was 
no position authorization 
or funding,” said John 
Rocovich, rector of the 
BOV.

The reason given for 
removing the offer to 
Fowler was based on 
the lack of availability. 
Rocovich said there had 
been no search made for 
someone for the position, and it was not a 
job open to be filled. “We had just laid off 
about 250 people. We did not need to hire 
for the position,” he said.

Controversy over the board’s June deci-
sion emerged in the fall semester of 2002. 
Protesters against the decision said Fowler 
was being discriminated against because 

of her sexual orientation.
When Fowler was originally offered the 

position in Tech’s English department, it 
was along with the hiring of her same-
sex partner, Karen DePauw. DePauw was 
appointed graduate dean.

“I never spoke to Fowler person-
ally, but I know there were protests and 
she spoke with the press,” Rocovich 
said.

Trey Church, a member of the presiden-
tial council for the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender Alliance said the organiza-
tion did not begin to protest Fowler’s case 
in particular last year. 

“We do watch the board of visitors 
very closely,” Church said. 
“We also protest against 
discrimination of sexual-
orientation.”

Just as the board denied 
Fowler the position last 
year, they approved 
the position she now 
holds. 

Rocovich said the 
board has to decide on 
the appointment of all 
people and positions 
and they decided to hire 
Fowler as the project 
director of the Graduate 

Education Development 
Institute. 

“(Fowler’s) position was listed this 
time,” Rocovich said. 

He explained the difference 
between her new job and the denied 
one is this time around, there was an 
application process for a needed position.

by Ellen Biltz
News Assistant

CHRIS HEUBERGER

    I never spoke to 
(Shelli) Fowler per-
sonally, but I know 
there were protests 
and she spoke with 
the press.”

John Rocovich
rector, board of visitors

“

See BINGE, page 2

▪ Last year, Shelli Fowler was 
denied tenure by the board of 
visitors, a decision protesters 
say was made because of her 
sexual orientation

ELEANOR HOPSON/SPPS

Southwest Virginia has had a break from its typical November 
weather, with clear skies and temperatures in the 80’s.

See TICKETS, page 2

    If you buy a ticket 
on the street, youʼre 
taking a chance.”

Debra Duncan
Tech police chief

“



Alcohol Abuse Prevention 
Center at Tech is working hard 
to reduce high-risk drinking 
and alcohol-related conse-
quences.

The mission of the CAAPC 
is to provide leadership in 
the development and evalua-
tion of alcohol abuse preven-
tion programs on the Tech 
campus and throughout the 
Commonwealth of Virginia.

The CAAPC monitors and 
reports to the university com-

munity, on an annual basis, 
the alcohol abuse behaviors of 
Tech students.

According to an annual 
survey of 2,000 Tech students 
in February 2002, the under-
graduate student body has 
experienced a decline in binge 
drinkers.

Last year’s survey shows 60 
percent of Tech students have 
eight or fewer drinks of alcohol 
per week or do not drink at all, 
while 77 percent of Tech stu-
dents drink two times or less 
each week or not at all.
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Virginia football 
player critical 
after fight

CHARLOTTESVILLE (AP) 
— A University of Virginia foot-
ball player remained in critical 
condition Tuesday after a fight 
at a fraternity party, police said.

Carson Ward, a 19-year-old 
freshman fullback, got in an 
argument after he and friends 
tried to enter an invitation-only 
party at the Sigma Chi fraternity 
house about 1:20 a.m. Saturday, 
Charlottesville police Capt. J.E. 
Harding said in a statement.

Struck in the head, Ward 
fell to the pavement and was 
found unconscious in the street, 
Harding said. The athlete was 
taken to the University of 
Virginia Medical Center, where 
he was listed as being in critical 
but stable condition, suffering 
from trauma to the head, police 
said. Two Sigma Chi members, 
Kurt P. Rupprecht, 21, and John 
P. Selph, also 21, were charged 
with malicious wounding. Both 
are seniors at the university.

Court to hear 
Microsoft appeal

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
antitrust case against Microsoft 
Corp. returned Tuesday to the 
U.S. appeals court where the 
world’s largest software compa-
ny already has won significant 
victories since the government 
began investigating its business 
practices nearly a decade ago.

Six appellate judges who 
agreed in June 2001 that 
Microsoft had illegally abused 
its monopoly over Windows 
software are considering wheth-
er the Bush administration and 

19 states negotiated adequate 
antitrust sanctions in a court-
approved settlement.

Four killed in 
Ariz. shootings

CASA GRANDE, Ariz. (AP) 
— Four people were found 
shot to death and three others 
wounded Tuesday morning 
along a highway, officials said.

Details of the incident were 
sketchy, but Department of 
Public Safety spokesman Frank 
Valenzuela said highway patrol 
officers first got calls about a 
multiple-vehicle accident along 
Interstate 10 outside Casa 
Grande, a town southeast of 
Phoenix, and later received calls 
about a shooting.

Bush witnesses 
wildfire damage

ALPINE, Calif. (AP) — Joined 
by the winner and loser in 
California’s recall election, 
President Bush witnessed first-
hand Tuesday a state devastated 
by fires that left over 20 dead 
and a trail of burned-out houses 
and blackened hills.

“We’ve seen the worst of 
nature,” Bush told firefighters, 
but the “absolute best of man-
kind.”

In a speech to firefighters 
and other emergency workers, 
Bush marveled at the “massive 
amount of destruction.”

From Air Force One and later 
from Marine One, the presiden-
tial helicopter, Bush saw the evi-
dence of the firefighters’ efforts: 
Mile after mile of undeveloped 
hills were blackened, but the 
flames stopped at housing 
developments.
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Equipment was ushered onto South Main 
Street on Monday to begin construction on 
downtown’s four-lane median installation. 
Work will begin at the existing median 
located near Southpark Drive and will 
stretch down to the intersection of South 
Main and Ellett Road/Hubbard Street.

“When South Main Street was originally 
widened, there were plans to build medians, 
but they were never put in,” said Town of 
Blacksburg engineer Randy Formica.

“Because of traffic accidents, the request 
has come up again.”

Formica said the town council approved 
the project, allowing construction to begin 
this week. However, ground has not yet been 

broken because of contract negotiations. 
“We still need some additional cost esti-

mations. As soon as these are taken care of, 
construction will proceed,” Formica said.

Supplementary plans call for trees to be 
removed, as well as the relocation of street-
lights.

“Neither were part of the original con-
tract, we’ve since decided to add them,” 
Formica said.

As for the flow of traffic, there are no 
predicted delays. Three lanes of traffic will 
always remain open as construction ensues.

After the project’s expected completion 
in early spring of 2004, flowers and trees 
will be planted in the medians. The town’s 
Planning and Engineering Department 
hopes this landscaping will provide a scenic 
entry for those driving through Blacksburg 
from its south end. 

“(We want to) create a gateway entrance 
into this town, complete with attractive 
landscape, (as well as have) four barriers of 
traffic for safety reasons,” Formica said.

D.L.B. Construction, the company high-

lighting the project, will be subcontracting 
a landscaper to add the finishing touches. 
They will also be tending to all drainage 
needs and additional environmental con-
cerns.

Few local businesses lining South Main 
Street have complained that the project will 
interrupt their fanfare.

“We had a public meeting in December 
2002 when the project was first introduced 
— there was only one business in particular 
that was unhappy,” Formica said. “We did 
some extra design work to accommodate 
them.” 

A right-turn lane into the Moog plant will 
also be added, to provide employees and 
patrons easy access to the business.

“(An additional) turn lane will allow 
traffic to get out quicker and won’t create 
a safety issue for traffic approaching from 
behind,” Formica said.

Another upcoming traffic project is 
predicted for the Tom’s Creek interchange 
under the supervision of the Virginia 
Department of Transportation.

▪ Officials do not predict 
any delays in traffic from 
Southpark Drive to Ellett Road

by Erin Zlomek
News Assistant

Continued from page 1

Binge: Last Tech 
survey showed decline
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65,000 people are cramming in, 
it’s difficult to keep track of every 
ticket,” he said.

Officials do not know which 
gates the people with counterfeit 
tickets entered through, Gabbard 
said.

“If they came in the student 
gate, we all know it’s crazy down 
there,” he said. Tech had a similar 
problem at the Marshall football 
game last year, in which 30 tickets 
were forged.

A special meeting was called 

with event staff after the game, 
Gabbard said.

“We told them if it takes an 
extra two or three seconds to look 
at tickets, they have to take it,” he 
said. “They have to look at the 
tickets after six or seven games 
the same way they did at game 
one.”

Gabbard said there will prob-
ably be another meeting soon 
with event staff to reiterate these 
points. The Miami game was the 
first instance this year where 
counterfeit tickets were discov-
ered, Duncan said.

Tickets: Fakes 
also found last year 
Continued from page 1
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Robert Downey Jr. is no stranger to 
mind-altering drugs. Spending some 
quality time in rehab is old hand to 
this experienced drug aficionado. 
This brings me to my point: if Robert 
Downey Jr. were a Hokie fan, he would 
have experienced the high of his life 
Saturday night. 

The troubled actor would be hard 
pressed to name any drug able to 
surpass the feeling of beating the 
University of Miami, especially in such 
a convincing manner.

The Hokies’ win over Miami was 
the best thing to happen to Virginia 
Tech since cows first appeared in 
Blacksburg. Since late Saturday night, 
the entire campus has been in com-
plete ecstasy. It’s like everyone fell in 
love over the weekend. 

Students, faculty and Blacksburg 
townies alike have an extra bounce 
in their step. It’s like the whole town 
found out Britney Spears is on the 
cover of Playboy (i.e. heaven on 
earth).

All this jubilation will be short-
lived, however, if Tech fails to follow 
up last weekend’s momentous victory 
with a win against the University of 
Pittsburgh. After the dismal perfor-
mance at West Virginia University a 
few weeks ago, Blacksburg residents 
reacted as if someone had reached 
down their throats and ripped out 
their hearts. Without an undefeated 
football team, life seemed to lose its 
purpose. 

Then came the miraculous triumph 
over Miami, an event similar to a blind 
man regaining full vision in both eyes.

To quote the venerable Winnie the 
Pooh, “What goes up must always 
come down.” What the Pooh man 
really means, however, is “Be wary 
of Pitt, Hokie fans, or your hearts will 
once again be viciously ripped from 
your insides.” 

If Tech plays piss poor football 
this weekend, the Miami win will be 
nothing but a distant memory, and the 

town of Blacksburg will once again 
implode.

College football season is to Tech as 
bling-bling is to P. Diddy. If it weren’t 
for Beamer Ball, would Blacksburg 
turn its attention toward — gasp — the 
approaching men’s basketball season? 
Or would students and faculty rely on 
other campus news to keep our lives 
interesting? 

Those who eavesdrop will tell you 
most conversations between Tech 
students go something like this: “Hey 
buddy, did you watch the game on 
Saturday? Wasn’t that crazy?”

Without college football, Blacksburg 
in the fall would be duller than, well, 
Blacksburg in the winter. God forbid 
we ever have to talk about something 
other than college football.

“Hey buddy, what do you think 
about Tech’s lack of parking? There’s, 
like, no available spots! Isn’t that, like, 
crazy?”

And another thing, our obsession 
with Beamer Ball led most of us to 
believe “we” are a part of the Tech 
football team. For example: we played 
great this weekend, we really threw 
the ball well and we really played 
tough on defense. 

No offense, but besides burping, 
farting and not moving from the couch 
for close to four hours, “we” didn’t 
do much. We got drunk and yelled. 
We became overwhelmed with school 
pride after the victory (Miami) and we 
complained and felt bad for ourselves 
following a loss (WVU). 

So, as you can imagine, we were 
feeling damn near fabulous after the 
Miami win. 

Here’s something else to ponder: 
Why doesn’t this feeling of unity con-
tinue into basketball season? Maybe 
it’s because “they” lose a lot. 

While Tech’s men’s basketball team 
stumbled and bumbled its way to 
another losing record, no one was talk-
ing about how “we” would have trou-
ble beating a team of legless blind girls. 
Instead, everyone threw the blame on 
former coach Ricky Stokes and his 
players. Where’s the logic in that? 

Frank Beamer is to Blacksburg like a 

newly discovered T-Rex skeleton is to 
archaeologists. 

In Hokie Country, Tech football is 
placed on a pedestal normally reserved 
for people who risk their own lives in 
order to save babies from burning 
houses. But, when our football team 
loses, this town’s praise and admira-
tion quickly turns into unfair criticism 
and bewilderment. 

When our lofty expectations are 
not met, most Hokies react in bitter 
resentment, flailing our arms in anger 
like a mental patient who doesn’t want 
to take his daily allotment of pills. So, 
what does this all mean? If Tech loses 
to Pittsburgh this weekend, Blacksburg 
will implode like a mental patient who 
doesn’t want to take his pills (like in 
“One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest”).

I’m neither predicting nor rooting 
for an upset this weekend. All I’m 
saying is Pittsburgh has a pretty scary 
football team, not to mention one hell 
of a wide receiver in man-child Larry 
Fitzgerald. 

Excluding video games, I’ve never 
actually seen Fitzgerald play in person. 
But, I will say this: Larry Fitzgerald 
rules the video game frontier. And 
if he plays anything like he does on 
PlayStation 2, Tech could be in a world 
of trouble Saturday, with or without 
DeAngelo Hall. 

If Pittsburgh defeats our beloved 
Hokies this weekend on their home 
field, not even a visit by Robert 
Downey Jr. himself will cure this 
town’s doldrums.

All sports need Hokie fans’ support
Daniel Goodman

Daniel Goodman is a regular columnist 
for the Collegiate Times.

Letters to the Editor

After reading the article 
“Disbanded fraternity works to get 
new charter” (CT, Nov. 4), I was a 
little bitter. I am a member of Beta 
Theta Pi, and I was inducted in 
September 2000 here at Virginia 
Tech. 

Not only was I a member of the 
fraternity before it was closed, but 
my two blood brothers who also 
attended Tech were members. 

My roots run deep with this fra-
ternity. I feel a little cheated, after 
reading what was said by those 
interviewed; I have been nothing 
but a positive reinforcement for 
the returning chapter. I was only 
a member for a semester before 
the chapter was closed, but I still 
wear my letters around campus 
and I still support the new found-
ing fathers. 

Being referred to as a “nega-
tive sentiment” by the associate 
director of expansion for the fra-
ternity really leaves a bad taste in 
my mouth. 

Most of my pledge brothers 
were aware of the chapter’s declin-
ing state, and we were motivated 
to change the way the chapter was 

run by becoming officers in the 
fraternity. Unbelievably, when we 
came back for a fresh new start in 
January 2001, our alumni closed 
the chapter without any previous 
notice.

One rotten apple will ruin the 
bunch, and it’s unfortunate the 
rest of the apples have to be dis-
regarded.

Dante DeFazio
senior, building construction

Obviously to have a gay bishop 
is against the teaching of the Bible. 
The Bible clearly states that homo-
sexuality is a sin, both in the old 
and new testaments. How can a 
person who continues to sin and 
not repent, be a bishop? 

I am not saying that homosexuals 
cannot attend church and that they 
should be ostracized. No, in fact the 
church should welcome them, but 
they have to know that it is sinful 
and against the scripture and they 
must repent. Jesus welcomes sin-
ners but does not welcome sin.

 
Winston Wee, 

student, Singapore

Previous 
members are 
not at fault

Editorial
 LOCAL ISSUE 

Clinic needs change of venue    In Hokie Country, Tech 
football is placed on a ped-
estal normally reserved for 
people who risk their own 
lives in order to save babies 
from burning houses.”

“
The two planned centers, the Life Center of Roanoke County and a clinic run by 

National Specialty Clinics within Roanoke city limits, have received public backlash 
as some Roanoke residents feel methadone clinics will present more public woes 
than benefits. 

With 42 states housing clinics, Virginia is in the minority with no clinics currently 
in operation.

The common analogy for clinic proponents compares methadone’s interaction 
with heroin to the use of a nicotine patch for cigarettes.

Methadone clinics distribute liquid forms of the synthetic opiate, helping wean 
addicts off of heroin, oxycontin and morphine. Unlike its opiate brethren, metha-
done absorbs slowly in the body, so users can take part in normal activities includ-
ing work-related tasks. 

The unattended problem of heroin and oxycontin addiction pervading the region 
cannot be overlooked. For Roanoke to feel as if it is insulated from the outlying 
areas is irresponsible, as a great deal of its consumers and workers are drawn from 
these locations.

Dissenters feel the clinics’ proximity to houses and schools will lead to drug deal-
ers infiltrating the area and the reduction of property values. 

To condemn impoverished areas to unappealing businesses in favor of preserv-
ing those areas with money or the voices to lobby in protest is not a social attitude 
that should be espoused. The clinics should be located in the city of Roanoke or in 
underdeveloped areas in one of the surrounding counties.

Roanoke residents have just cause for setting up a petition drive in protest to 
locating clinics in close proximity to schools and residential areas. 

To help alleviate the possible influx of drug dealers or methadone abusers, the 
clinic within the city should seek zoning among the city’s health facilities, as far 
away from schools and residential dwellings as possible. 

Surrounding counties consist of plenty of lowly populated areas perfect for an 
isolated clinic in a less than ideal location for attracting large crowds of drug abus-
ers. This accomplishes a centralized location for a clinic that would serve the largest 
city and its surrounding counties in Southwest Virginia and keep the unappealing 
externalities at a reasonable distance from citizens. 

In accepting these clinics, Virginia has the opportunity to participate in a grow-
ing national movement toward acceptance of peoples’ mistakes and adopting social 
responsibility for those in need.

Bible dictates 
criteria for sins



NEW YORK— Capping an 
extraordinary conservative 
furor over a movie virtually no 
one has seen, CBS said Tuesday 
it will not air “The Reagans” 
and shunt it off to the Showtime 
cable network instead.

Based on snippets of the script 
that had leaked out in recent 
weeks, conservatives, including 
the son of the former president, 
accused CBS of distorting the 
legacy of Ronald Reagan.

While CBS said it was not 
bowing to political pressure, 
critics said that was exactly 
the case and worried about 
the effects of such pre-emptive 
strikes on future work.

CBS believed it had ordered 
a love story about Ronald and 
Nancy Reagan with politics as a 
backdrop, but instead got a film 
that crossed the line into advo-
cacy, said a network executive 
who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity.

The film had been scheduled 
to air Nov. 16 and 18, in the 
heart of the November ratings 
sweeps. CBS attempted to edit 
the film to remove offending 
passages, but gave up.

“We believe it does not pres-
ent a balanced portrayal of the 
Reagans for CBS and its audi-
ence,” the network said in a 
statement Tuesday.

Neal Gabler, author of “Life 
the Movie: How Entertainment 
Conquered Reality,” said CBS’ 
decision was unhealthy for 
democracy.

“CBS, in pulling this film, did 

incredible harm, much more 
harm than they could ever 
have done in making the film,” 
Gabler said. “What they’ve told 
us now is that a very small 
group of people have censor-
ship power over the broadcast 
networks.”

Senate Minority Leader Tom 
Daschle, D-S.D., said CBS’ deci-
sion “smells of intimidation to 
me.”

But conservatives said it was 
a question of accuracy.

The miniseries became a 
hot topic on talk radio and 
the TV news networks. The 
chairman of the Republican 
National Committee wrote to 
CBS President Leslie Moonves, 
asking for historians to review 
the movie, and the conservative 
Media Research Center asked 
advertisers to consider boycot-
ting the film.

“This was a left-wing smear 
of one of the nation’s most 
beloved presidents and CBS 
got caught,” said Brent Bozell, 
founder of the Media Research 
Center.

Republican National 
Committee Chairman Ed 
Gillespie said putting the movie 
before a smaller audience on 
Showtime doesn’t address accu-
racy concerns. Without changes, 
Showtime should remind view-
ers every 10 minutes that the 
movie is fictional, he said.

Showtime and CBS are both 
owned by Viacom, which is  
anxiously awaiting federal 
action on rules to restrict own-
ership of local TV stations. 

Failure to enact such changes 
could cost Viacom millions 
of dollars, said Jeff Chester, 
head of the Center for Digital 
Democracy, a communications 
lobbying group.

Viacom needs help from 
Republicans in the White House 
and Congress who might not 
like seeing Reagan portrayed 
negatively, Chester said.

For many of us, stress 
brings out our best perfor-
mance. 

Stress can even bring out 
our creativity and release 
excitement for a project we 
didn’t even realize we had. 

For others, stress creates 
havoc in our lives when we’re 
unable to control it.

Not everyone deals with 
stress in the same way. Believe 
it or not, the way we each deal 
with stress can depend upon 
factors like genetic makeup, 
personality and past experi-
ences. 

Many college students 
experience high stress, espe-
cially when classes become 
more difficult, work and 
social obligations pile up and 
all tests seem to fall in a 36-
hour period.

Stress is actually caused by 
chemical changes in the body 
like the release of adrenaline, 
changes in steroid hormone 
levels and changes in sero-
tonin, a chemical related to 
mood. 

If one learns to recognize 
the signs of stress and its trig-
gers, managing stress doesn’t 
have to be difficult. When our 
body is stressed, it shows us 
both physical and emotional 
signals to try and tell our 
mind, “Hey, we need help.” 

Some physical signs of 
stress include headache, 
insomnia, fatigue, upset 
stomach, increased blood 
pressure, grinding of the teeth 
and changes in eating and/or 
sleeping habits. Emotional 
signs of stress are irritability, 
anxiety, frustration, depres-
sion, nervousness, moodi-
ness, anger, self-doubt and 
resentment. 

Stress can even affect the 

social aspect of our lives, leading 
to loneliness, isolation and even a 
reduced sex drive.

Although the human body 
needs a small amount of stress to 
accomplish goals and be healthy, 
the bombardment of adrenaline 
we experience, if unchecked, can 
really drain our body’s energy 
and systems. 

If conditions are allowed to 
continue, even the immune sys-
tem can be affected, leading to 
more minor infections and health 
problems including depression. 

Research shows women under 
stress are more 
prone to anxiety 
disorders and 
depression.

Many find 
relief from stress 
by changing 
aspects of their 
lifestyle.

G e t t i n g 
enough sleep is 
essential to fac-
ing the stressors 
of life. Regular 
exercise and a 
healthy diet free of cigarettes, 
alcohol, drugs and stimulants 
like caffeine allow your body to 
deal with stress full force. 

Also, recognize the sources of 
stress in your life. Keep a journal 
for a week and record when you 
feel stress coming on, how strong 
it is and what you were doing 
when it happened. 

If at all possible, eliminate 
those stressors. If this isn’t pos-
sible, there are many small de-
stressing tips you can try to cope 
with the stress. 

If feasible, delegate parts of the 
task at hand or some of the many 
things you must do to others 
who may be able to help you. 

To do this, many people have 
to let go of being in complete 
control and have a very difficult 
time doing so — this can lead 
to even more stress. If you have 
trouble, try to find an alternative 

method of accomplishing your 
tasks stress-free.

Prioritize. Try to accomplish 
the most important, difficult task 
first. If you succeed, a feeling of 
accomplishment and relief will 
likely carry you through the rest 
of the smaller tasks.

Take breaks often, but don’t 
fill them with caffeine or nicotine 
fixes. 

These are both stimulates, 
which means instead of calm-
ing you down and getting 
you through, they are actually 
increasing your blood pressure 

and heart rate. 
In addition, 

after a while 
you may feel 
the need to 
have these 
s t i m u l a n t s 
present when 
accomplishing 
difficult tasks, 
something one 
should try to 
avoid. 

Never take 
these breaks 

or eat meals where your work is 
being done. The point of taking 
a break is to step away from the 
work at hand.

Try taking a few minutes to 
yourself at the beginning and 
end of each day to listen to a song 
that makes you feel good, control 
your breathing, collect and orga-
nize your thoughts and think of 
something that truly makes you 
happy. 

Set the alarm five minutes 
early so you can stretch when 
you wake up and when you go 
to bed. 

It will provide a leisurely way 
to wake up and help you sleep 
better at night.

Exercise is a huge stress 
reducer. It makes the body feel 
refreshed and rejuvenated, not 
to mention increasing one’s self-
esteem. 

If you have difficulty finding 

time to add exercise to your daily 
regimen, try to take advantage of 
little opportunities, such as walk-
ing the dog an extra block, taking 
the stairs instead of the elevator 
and parking in the back of the 
parking lot and walking the extra 
bit to the store.

Above all, don’t let stress 
inhibit your daily activities, 
especially good diet and exer-
cise. Keep doing the activities 
that make you happy. 

As we get older, our responsi-
bilities begin adding up and so 
does stress. Learning to manage 
stress in our lives is a part of 
growing up. The way you deal 
with stress can have a major 
impact on the course of your 
life. 

If you continue to have prob-
lems with stress and its effects 
on your life, counselors are avail-
able at Schiffert Health Center 
who can talk to you about your 
problems and help sort them out. 
Sometimes talking with someone 
about frustration is all one needs 
to help cope.
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If you are a person with a disability and desire assistance or accomodations, please notify the Department of Student Activities office
at 540.231.5725 (TDD/PC 1.900.828.1120) during normal business hours. Requests should be made at least three working days in advance.

8 PM

Features

Don’t stress the small things in life
CBS cancels 
Reagan miniseries

by David Bauder
Associated Press

Yesterday’s  
Crossword
Answers

▪ Pressure from 
various political fac-
tions has put a halt to 
CBS s controversial 
portrayal of the Reagans

Anna Trivette’s health column can 
be found every other Wednesday in 

the Collegiate Times.

    Above all, don t̓ 
let stress inhibit your 
daily activities, espe-
cially good diet and 
exercise. Keep doing 
the activities that 
make you happy.

“

Living Healthy as a Hokie:

Anna Trivette
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Any questions concerning 
ads please call the Better 
Business Bureau 1-800-533-
5501.

CLASSIFIEDS
RATES:
33¢ per word and 38¢ 

per bold word, PRE-PAID 
in cash, check, Visa, 
Mastercard, Discover, 
American Express, or 
Hokie Passport

27 characters per line
2-line minimum

POLICIES:
Classified advertisement 

forms are available in 
121 Squires Student 
Center.

The Collegiate Times 
reserves the right to 
refuse publication of 
advertisements con-
taining profanity or vio-
lations of the university 
honor code.

No refunds are available.

DEADLINES:
Two business days prior 

to publication by 3 p.m.

Collegiate Times office 
hours are 10:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday.

Automotive
Jimʼs Motorcycle Service

951-5185
http://www.swva.net/jims-

motorcycle
Help Wanted

ACCOUSTIC-STYLE 
BAND-

to play @ Spanky s 
C brg. Send demo to 

Spanky Macher, 405-A 
Campbell Ave, Rke, VA 

24016

Help Wanted

PAID INTERNSHIPS FOR 
SUMMER 2004 

Gain Hands On Business 
Experience At The Same 

Time Building Your 
Resume - Average 2003 
Summer Earnings over 

$8,000 Now interviewing 
on-campus 

www.tuitionpainters.com

BARTENDER POSITIONS
make up to 300/shift.  No 
experience required.  call 
800-806-0085 ext. 1565

Bartender Trainees 
Needed

$250 a day potential.  
Local positions.  

1-800-293-3985 ext. 404

$875.00 WEEKLY 
SALARY mailing our 

postcards from home. No 
experience necessary. FT/
PT. Genuine Opportunity. 

FREE 
supplies. 

Call 1-708-686-1300 
(24 hours)

Movie extras/models 
needed

For local casting calls
no experience or age

required
Earn up to $200 a day

1-888-820-0167

For Sale
250 MB Zip drive Starter 

Kit. Unopened. $125.  
Email: drewhow1@vt.edu 

for details. 

‘92 Acura Legend
In good condition,

remote start and unlock
power everything,

 moon roof, 
AM/FM cassette 

$5,500 obo.

94 Mazda Protégé for sale
Call 232-1366

Bowflex Ultimate
961-0976

POLICE IMPOUNDS!
Cars/Trucks/SUVs from 

$500!  For listings
800-719-3001 x7543

LEIS, GRASS SKIRTS, 
FACE PAINT AND MARDI 

GRAS BEADS.  
PARTY CENTRAL 
1701 S. MAIN ST.

953-1170

Health & Fitness
Blue Ridge 

School of Massage 
accepting applications 

Open house 
Nov.17 4-6pm

classes begin Jan. 6.

For Rent

1 BR Apartment w/ Den for 
Spring ‘04 sublease, 
walking distances to 
Campus/Downtown. 

951-7628

4 Bedroom Condos 
(Hunters Ridge), 

Townhouses, apartments 
(Houston Village.)  
Close to school, 

excellent condition
 (2004-2005 school year)

3 Bedroom House 
available immediately.

David 951-0714
 or 392-5989

david@hokiebuckeye.com

For Rent

2BR. Apartments In 
Blacksburg!

503 H Sundance.
2 BR Loft.  2 Full Baths.    

Balcony w/Storage.  W/D.  
Available Now for 

$765/month!

208 Chowning Place.  
2BR, 2 Full Baths.  Gas 
Fireplace.  W/D.  Short 

term lease available now 
through May 2004 - no 
additional premium for 

$735/month!  Call 
540-951-0514 today to 

schedule a tour!
www.chasemanagement.com

EHO

4BR TOWNHOME FOR 
RENT IN BLACKSBURG!

Close to Tech Stadium. 
Ethernet Available. 2 

Bathrooms. Central A/C. 
W/D. Near Bus Route. Call 
540-951-0514 to schedule 

a tour!
www.chasemanagement.com

EHO
4BR APARTMENT IN 

BLACKSBURG!
Ethernet Available. Close 

to Campus and Downtown. 
On Blacksburg Transit 

Route. 2 Bathrooms. W/D. 
Call 540-951-0514 today 

for current specials!
www.chasemanagement.com

EHO

Notices

SPRING BREAK
Free food, parties & drinks!  
As seen on CBS  48 hours!  

Best Hotels  
Lowest Prices! 

 breakerstravel.com
800-985-6789.

Lost & Found
Found: black lab mix, near 

Craiq Creek Rd. call 
Jennifer at 513-616-6102.

Lost: 250 Zip disk in Torg. 
1080.  Contains important 

files.  Reward!  Email 
veritas@vt.edu.  

Travel
Spring Break 2004. Travel 

with STS, America s #1 
Student Tour Operator to 

Jamaica, Cancun, 
Acapulco, Bahamas and 

Florida. Now hiring
 campus reps. Call for 

group discounts.
Information/Reservations.

1-800-648-4849 or 
www.ststravel.com

Spring Break-sign up with 
Student Express and get 

FREE roundtrip airline  
tickets to over 15             

International destinations 
including Aruba,          

Dominican Republic, Costa 
Rica, Caribbean hot spots 

and more. Why go with 
anyone else. Limited offer 
call now. Commission rep 
positions also available.   

1-800-787-3787

All year round- SKYDIVE!  
Tandem or learn to jump 

on your own.  
www.JumpRaeford.com  

910-904-0000 

ACT NOW!
Book 11 people, get the 

12th trip free.  Group 
discounts for 6+ 

www.springbreakdisconts.com

or 800-838-8202.

A “Reality” Spring Break 
2004 s Hottest Prices 
Book now...Free Trips, 

Meals & Parties 
www.sunsplashtours.com 

or 1-800-426-7710

#1 Spring Break 
Vacations!  Cancun, 

Jamaica, Bahamas, &
 Florida!  Best Parties, 

Best Hotels, Best Prices!  
Space is limited!  Hurry up 

& Book Now!  
1-800-234-7007

www.endlesssummertours.
com

So many Spring Break 
companies...  

Book DIRECT with the 
established leader in 
Spring Break Travel.  

Better trips, better prices.
Info/res: 1-800-367-1252 

or 
www.springbreakdirect

.com

WINTER AND 
SPRING BREAK 

Ski & Beach Trips on sale 
now! www. sunchase.com 

or call 1-800-sunchase   
today!

Bahamas Special Spring 
Break & Winter Break 

$199.00 per person!  
5 days/4 nights Package 

includes: 
*Round trip cruise 

Plus 
*Food aboard ship 

Plus 
*Resort accommodations 
on Grand Bahama Island 
Toll Free: 888-85-BEACH 

(888-852-3224) 
www.GoBahama.com

Rides
www.Hooptieride.com

(540)-449-3748

Travel

TONIGHT!!!

GRADUATE

CHRISTIAN

FORUM

SERIES

November 5, 2003 
7:30 PM 

Yorktown Room 
Squires Student Center 

Are the sexual ethics of the Bible relevant for today? 

TOPIC
Many people today would agree that the sexual liberation of our culture over the past 
three decades has largely freed us from the inhibitions and restrictions taught in the 
Bible.  Premarital sex can be part of a normal relationship.  Living together before 
marriage is largely accepted.  Serial monogamy (and serial divorce) is the norm for 
those who do marry.  However, for thousands of years the teachings of both Judaism 
and Christianity have upheld certain standards of sexual morality.  Are these Biblical 
standards really out-of-date, or are they truly timeless? 

SPEAKER
Our speaker is Sandy Young (Th.M., Dallas Theological Seminary), a Virginia Tech 
alumnus and a pastor-elder at Blacksburg Christian Fellowship.

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE PROVIDED.

************************************************************************
These FORUMS are Sponsored by the Graduate Christian Fellowship

Contact Jason Clement at jaclemen@vt.edu for more information. 

Still Looking for the Right Major?
What: Information Meeting

When: November 10, 5:30pm
Where: Squires Room 238

WHY: Learn about our diverse and rewarding career 
opportunities in 

Wood Science and Forest Products-
Marketing, Sales, Maufacturing, Engineering, Research, Non-Timber 

Forest Products, International Trade, Global Supply Chain 
Opportunities and Much MORE!

· Diverse curriculum
· Numerous job offers- very strong starting salaries

· Meet representatives· Join us for dinner· All are welcome!!!·

· Paid internships, summer opportunities
· Renowned Faculty & Facilities

www.woodscience.vt.edu
Questions? Call 231-4406 · Ask for Clare!

Virginia Commonwealth University

School of Nursing
Cordially invites you to the  

Fall Open House 
 Master’s & Accelerated Nursing Programs

Accelerated Second Degree, Accelerated 
Bachelor’s, 

Traditional Master’s RN-MS
November 15, 2003, 10:00 a.m.

MCV Alumni House
1016 East Clay Street

Richmond, Virginia
For more information 804-828-9451 or 804-

828-5171
Or visit us on the web at 

www.nursing.vcu.edu

Notices Notices
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Michael B. Perry 5K 2003

-Phi Sigma Pi-

Virginia Tech's Alpha Rho Chapter of 
Pi Sigma Pi Presents....

The 6th Annual

Virginia Tech Duckpond Gazebo

November 8, 2003
@ 9:00 am

 Price: $12 pre-registration 
$15 race day registration 

Online Registration:
If you register online, you can pay
on race day.

(registration is at 8:30 am)

Questions or Concerns?
www.phisigmapivt.com

N O W  L E A S I N G

354 - unit phased neighborhood with brand new Welcome Center located a short
distance from the Virginia Tech campus on North Main Street, featuring:

• Two and three - bedroom townhomes • Served by Blacksburg Transit
•Ample on - site parking • Professional, on - site management

•Pre - wired for ethernet • Fitness Center • Tanning Beds

344 Red Maple Dr. • Blacksburg, Va 24060
(540) 552.7002 • www.mapleridgetownhomes.com

Sports

Big East adds fi ve Conference USA teams

NEW YORK — The Big East’s 
expansion returns the conference 
to its roots as a premier basketball 
league. Football is another story.

Five members of Conference 
USA moved to the Big East on 
Tuesday, more than making up 
for the recent defection of three 
schools to the Atlantic Coast 

Conference when it comes to bas-
ketball, but not even coming close 
to restoring its luster in football.

“We’re going to be loaded right 
now in basketball,” Big East com-
missioner Mike Tranghese said. 
“I think we’re going to get better 
in football and we’ll have to.”

Cincinnati, DePaul, Louisville, 
Marquette and South Florida 
joined the Big East just months 
after the 25-year-old league lost 
Miami, Virginia Tech and Boston 

College to the ACC. The new 
members will begin competing in 
the 2005-06 academic year.

Cincinnati, Louisville and 
South Florida replace those three 
in football to keep the Big East 
at eight members for that sport. 
DePaul and Marquette join for all 
other sports, giving the Big East 
16 members, several of which are 
the country’s premier basketball 
programs.

But in the current financial 
climate of college sports, it’s foot-
ball that matters, and the Bowl 
Championship Series bids that 
come with it.

“We’re going to have to step 
up in football,” Syracuse athletic 
director Jake Crouthamel said. 
“Maybe we relied a little too 
much on Miami in recent years. 
We’re all going to have to step 
up.”

The remaining football schools 
in the Big East are Syracuse, 
Pittsburgh, Rutgers and West 
Virginia, with Connecticut 
becoming a full-time member 
next season. The other mem-
bers are St. John’s, Villanova, 
Providence, Georgetown, Notre 
Dame and Seton Hall.

“In 1990, when Miami joined 

the league and Big East football 
was created, we were measured 
on potential,” Tranghese said. 
“These presidents are looking 
past today, to five, 10, 15 years 
down the road to what this 
league can be.”

Conference USA moved 
quickly to replace the schools it 
lost, adding Marshall, Rice, SMU, 
Tulsa and Central Florida.

“While we clearly would 
have preferred that no Big East 
expansion occur, that expectation 
was unrealistic given the actions 
of the ACC,” Conference USA 
commissioner Britton Banowsky 
said.

Tranghese was forthright in 
his criticism of the ACC during 
its expansion for the way it went 
about it.

“We had no choice,” Tranghese 
said of taking another league’s 
members. “The ACC had a choice 
and they made it.”

Big East officials hope the 
new league will be attractive 
enough to keep its automatic 
berth in the BCS. The current BCS 
contract expires after the 2006 
bowls, and negotiations for the 
new contract will begin in a few 
months.

by Jim OʼConnell
Associated Press Football: A banged-up Hokie team 

heads to Pittsburgh this weekend
Virginia Tech travels to the University of Pittsburgh this week-

end, with several Hokies questionable with injuries.
Middle linebacker Mikal Baaqee is hampered by a shoulder 

injury that kept him out of the 31-7 victory over the University of 
Miami. He will practice this week to test it and is currently listed 
as questionable. If he is absent from the field Saturday, Jordan 
Trott will start in his place for the second game in a row.

Tech’s receiving core is also slowed from injuries to wide 
receiver Chris Shreve and tight end Keith Willis. Shreve’s ham-
string has him questionable for Saturday while Willis is doubtful 
with an ankle injury. Also with an ankle injury is defensive end 
Darryl Tapp, who is listed as probable for this weekend.

The Hokies will be short on defensive backs this weekend 
as Garnell Wilds is out with a knee injury and DeAngelo Hall 
is suspended for the first half. Expect to see free safety Jimmy 
Williams play on the corner against the Panthers.

Men’s soccer: Hokies finish second 
in Big East, two players honored

Virginia Tech men’s soccer players Lasse Mertins and Chase 
Harrison received Big East honors this week after helping the 
team secure second place in the league.

Harrison was named Goalkeeper of the Week, while Mertins 
was named the Defensive Player of the Week. 

Harrison recorded two shutouts last week to make up his total 
shutouts on the season. The sophomore stopped seven Providence 
College shots Sunday for a 1-0 victory and made one save in the 
6-0 win against the University of Pittsburgh. 

Senior Mertins led the Hokie defense in both league matches 
and scored his second goal of the season against the Panthers. The 
goal was Mertins’ seventh of his career.

The Hokies will host Providence at 1 p.m. Sunday in the Big 
East tournament quarterfinals.

Volleyball: Markowski, Ramirez 
each earn Big East honors

Virginia Tech volleyball players Melissa Markowski and Colette 
Ramirez were named Big East co-Player of the Week and Rookie 
of the Week, respectively after their efforts in Tech’s wins over the 
University of Pittsburgh and West Virginia University.

Markowski had six kills and no errors in the contest against 
Pittsburgh, along with 37 assists. In only one and a half games 
against WVU, she had 20 assists, two aces and three digs. She now 
has 1,000 assists on the season.

Markowski was named Big East co-Player of the Week along 
with Jenna Myers of Seton Hall University.

Ramirez had 15 kills and a .361 hitting percentage against the 
Mountaineers this weekend, along with a career best two aces. She 
received the conference honor just one week after freshman Katie 

Esbrook of Tech was named Big East Rookie of the Week.

SportsSports Notes




