
The planning of Virginia Tech supercomputer 
specialists and the anticipation of computer 
enthusiasts will pay off as the Tech supercom-
puter becomes operational today.

The 1,100-computer cluster containing 4.4 tera-
bytes of memory will hit its target of starting oper-
ations by Oct. 1, allowing it to be ranked for the 
next contest of the world’s top supercomputers.

Srinidhi Varadarajan, the director of the 
Terascale Computing Facility, said he cannot 
make any comment on the ranking without see-
ing the numbers, but he’s optimistic.

“We expect it to rank pretty highly,” he said.
The computer cluster composed of Apple G5 

machines will not only rank highly in computing 
power but also with the economically minded.

The supercomputer will cost $5.2 million as 
opposed to the $80 to $100 million other projects 
of this size would usually cost, Varadarajan said. 

He said one reason for the reduced price is the 
project was completed in about three months rath-
er than the yearlong process it would normally 
take. This allows purchases to be made at present-
day prices rather than inflated future costs.

Mike Heffner, a graduate student in computer 
science, said the Tech Association for Computing 
Machinery helped recruit volunteers to help with 
construction of the cluster, but that few members 
of the group knew specific details about the proj-
ect.

“Most of the details and news surrounding the 
new cluster was kept “hush hush” for a very long 

time,” he said. “The ACM was informed in late 
July when we were asked to help recruit volun-
teers for the project.”

How was it built so fast?
“Sleepless nights,” Varadarajan said. “We were 

working 16 to 18 hour days, seven days a week.”
The cost will be spread out over five years, 

paid for in a cost-sharing venture through vari-

Since the middle of August, Marcus 
Rohlfing and Iveta Hronova have been 
selling posters and sightseeing across the 
United States.

Rohlfing, a 27-year-old student from the 
Bielefeld University of Applied Sciences 
in Germany, said the two have been to 
Boston, New York, Chicago, Wisconsin, 
Tennessee, Michigan and Virginia during 
their tour.

“When we work we get to know people 
for who they really are,” Rohlfing said. 
“It’s so nice to see so many different (per-
sonalities) in such a big country — it’s not 
all big cities like New York.”

Rohlfing and Hronova are in America 
with a program called Work and Travel. 
Each received a J-1 working visa, allowing 
them to visit the country for up to three 
months and make as much as $5,000. Once 
they were accepted, they applied to work 
for Global Prints selling posters at college 
campuses.

“You see how important big universi-
ties are to small towns,” Rohlfing said. “In 
Germany, you always have only big build-
ings, but here I see what I expected — a 

campus atmosphere.
“I’m in places I’d never normally come 

to — I’d never come to Blacksburg or 
Tennessee on a visit.”

Hronovo, a 25-year-old student at the 
University of Frankfurt in Germany, said 
she too liked visiting American campuses.

“Usually European university dorms 
aren’t part of campus,” she said. “Here 
everything is all together. Student life has 
a better atmosphere here.”

Both Europeans and Americans are 

allowed to participate in the Work and 
Travel program, Rohlfing said, and partici-
pants are required to have a good under-
standing of languages. However, Rohlfing 
said he noticed there was less of an interest 
in languages and international issues in 
America than there is in other countries.

“People know about their area, they 
know about their state, but they don’t 
know much about the world,” he said. 

Despite debris, a lack of 
clean water and cancella-
tion of fall break, students 

of Virginia Commonwealth 
University and the College of 
William and Mary are slowly 
recovering from Hurricane 
Isabel.

Classes at VCU started yes-

terday. Power was restored 
to campus buildings Sunday. 
The Medical Campus never 
lost power and continued 
classes Monday.

Many VCU commuter 
students, however, are still 
without power. 

Up to 215,000 Dominion 
Virginia Power customers 
are still without power in 
the Richmond and Tri-Cities 
areas and traffic signals 
at nine key intersections 
around the campus are still 
not functioning. 

Campus officials suggest-
ed commuter students give 
themselves extra traveling 
time due to the malfunction-
ing traffic signals.

No VCU campus build-
ings had significant dam-
age, said Paul Timmreck, 
senior vice president for 
finance and administration 
on the online hurricane 
update. 

Eight of the 161 build-
ings did suffer minor wind 

and water damage, the 
majority of which is already 
repaired. 

Debris is also a problem, 
said VCU freshman nursing 
major Melanie Guzman. She 
said a large tree was blocking 
one of the main entrances to 
the dining hall.

Students are asked not to 
use water unless it is boiled 
until Wednesday. 

Bottled water was made 
available on the two cam-
puses at student housing, 
dining facilities, recreational 
facilities and student com-
mons. 

“We couldn’t drink the 
water and they didn’t want 
us showering or drink-
ing fountain drinks in 
the dining hall,” Guzman 
said.

William and Mary stu-
dents will not return to 
class until Monday of next 
week and all residence halls 
and academic buildings 
will open this Sunday so 

students can be prepared 
for class the following day. 
According to the William 
and Mary Emergency 
Information Center, stu-
dents are asked not to return 
to campus until 8 a.m. 
Sunday.

“No one knows what’s 
going on or what’s happen-
ing,” said Rianna Barrett, a 
freshman university studies 
major. 

“My roommate had to 
go back to her hometown 
in Ohio, and the only rea-
son I’m still here is for 
soccer.”

Debris is a problem 
because of the many hun-
dred-year-old trees that were 
torn out of the ground from 
Isabel’s winds. 

Power lines and cross-
walks around campus 
were also impacted by the 
uprooted trees. The Delta 
Gamma sorority house 
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Tech 
unveils 
helmet 
sensors

Supercomputer goes online
by Bryan Nieder
News Assistant

PHOTO COURTSEY OF LYNN NYSTROM

The supercomputer, housed in the Corporate Research Center, is comprised of 1,100 Apple G5 
computers, and will be eligible to be ranked in the next contest of the world’s top supercomputers.

When the offensive and defensive lines of 
two football teams collide, the impact in the 
trenches is sometimes taken for granted by 
onlookers. 

Common fans in the stands usually don’t 
see how intense these impacts are, or how 
much wear and tear they can produce on 
the player’s head, neck or spine. The impact 
these players endure for roughly 60 to 100 
plays a game is equivalent to 100 times the 
impact of running into a brick wall, head 
first.

The Virginia Tech College of Engineering, 
in coordination with the College of 
Osteopathic Medicine and the school’s 
athletics department, have undertaken a 
groundbreaking endeavor to measure the 
forces of impact football players absorb on 
given plays. Six accelerometer sensors placed 
in helmets measure the G-forces, or forces of 
gravity, each impact brings. 

Each impact the helmet receives is sent 
to a computer with a radio-type receiver 
attached to it. The location and force of each 
impact, ranging from anything like a tap on 
the head to game impact, are recorded by 
this computer, and the data is researched by 
a specialized team. 

Gunnar Brolinson from Tech’s sports med-
icine department, heads the study along with 
Stefan Duma of the mechanical engineering 
department, who specializes in collisions 
and the physics of sports safety equipment. 
In addition, head athletics trainer Mike 
Goforth, along with two graduate students 
from the Impact BioMechanics Laboratory at 
Tech also oversee the research.

Research in this field has never been 
conducted by any collegiate or professional 
football organization, and this collaborative 
team from Tech said they hope the research 
will give them valuable insight to make the 
game of football safer for student athletes.

“What we’re trying to do is measure the 
accelerations that are generated in a players’ 
helmet when they’re hit or they hit some-
body,” Goforth said. “It’s never been done 

by Rajan Nanavati
Sports Editor

▪ Sensors in football helmets, 
first used in the Texas A&M 
game, will measure the force 
of impact from a hit

Va. schools still feel effect of Isabel

Global travelers make stop at Tech

by Christina Peña
News Assistant

U.S. airman faces 
espionage charges

WASHINGTON — An Air 
Force translator at the U.S. 
prison camp for suspected 
terrorists has been charged 
with espionage and aiding the 
enemy, a military spokesman 
said Tuesday.

Senior Airman Ahmad 
I. al-Halabi is being held at 
Vandenberg Air Force Base 
in California, facing 32 crimi-
nal charges, spokesman Maj. 
Michael Shavers said.

Al-Halabi worked as an 
Arabic language translator at the 
prison camp for al-Qaida and 
Taliban suspects at Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, Shavers said. The Air 
Force enlisted man knew the 
Muslim chaplain at the prison 
arrested earlier this month, but 
it’s unclear if the two arrests are 
linked, Shavers said.

The translator was arrested 
more than six weeks before the 
chaplain, Shavers said.

Al-Halabi is charged with 
nine counts related to espio-
nage, three counts of aiding the 
enemy, 11 counts of disobeying 

a lawful order, and nine counts 
of making a false official state-
ment.

Al-Halabi was based at Travis 
Air Force Base in California and 
assigned to a logistics unit there, 
Shavers said.

Pentagon officials said an 
investigation into possible secu-
rity breaches at Guantanamo 
Bay continues.

About 660 suspected al-
Qaida or Taliban members are 
imprisoned at the U.S. Navy 
base. American officials are 
interrogating them for informa-
tion on the terrorist network.

The military has classified 
many details about the prison 
camp and the detainees and has 
not identified any of the men 
being held there. Military offi-
cials have said the fight against 
terrorism could be hampered if 
terrorist groups got such infor-
mation.

The Muslim military chaplain 
who ministered to the inmates 
at the camp, Army Capt. Yousef 
Yee, was arrested Sept. 10 in 
Jacksonville, Fla., after getting 
off a flight from Guantanamo 
Bay.

by Matt Kelley
Associated Press

by Tiffany Hoffman
Managing Editor

▪ Two students from Europe 
have travelled the country 
selling posters, and are at Tech 
for a sale this week

ELEANOR HOPSON/SPPS

Marcus Rohlfing and Iveta Hronova (right, behind table) have visited Boston, New 
York and Chicago selling posters for Global Prints.

See ONLINE, page 2

See SENSOR, page 2

See GLOBAL, page 3

Virginia Outage Summary

SOURCE: Dominion Virginia Power

Northern Virginia    

Shenandoah Valley/Western Piedmont

Richmond Metro/Tri Cities   

Southside Virginia    

Gloucester / Northern Neck   

Tidewater

System Total

724,816

164,395

442,598

66,133 

 56,454

645,549

 2,099,945 

33,740

7,508 

215,237

7,908

31,265

259,956

555,614

Area
Customers 
Assigned

Customers 
Out

(as of 9-23)
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before to the point where we 
can measure, real time, the forces 
that are being generated (during 
impacts).”

The main objectives of the 
program are determining how 
the impacts taken during regu-
lar game play affect a player’s 
head and neck physiology, and 
whether these impacts have an 
effect on the likelihood of play-
ers suffering head, neck and 
spinal injuries. 

The ultimate goal is to gain 
sufficient knowledge of how 
these impacts affect those body 
parts, and develop technology 
to help lessen the damage these 
impacts cause.

Concussions and neck strains 
are among two of the more com-
mon and dangerous injuries 
players sustain in the high-
impact game of football. Until 
now, there have been no preven-

tive measures for injuries of this 
nature and the only real remedies 
have been rest and reducing the 
strain on these body parts. 

Instead of developing reac-
tive measures to dangerous 
injuries of this nature, the study 
is looking to develop preventive 
measures to ensure the chance of 
these injuries occurring will be 
greatly reduced.

“We want to figure out what it 
is that causes concussions,” said 
Bill Bussone, one of the gradu-
ate students leading the project. 
“That’s really sort of the holy 
grail of head injuries. We really 
don’t know what it is that causes 
concussions.”

The study is in its early pilot 
stages so far, roughly only two 
weeks old. The team has devel-
oped eight helmets with sensors, 
and has begun monitoring every 
impact each helmet takes during 
two football practices a week 
and during football games. 

The study saw its first game-

time research last Thursday 
evening during the game against 
Texas A&M; it shut down after 
only eight minutes, however, 
because the Tech coaching staff 
worried the impact signals 
transmitting from the helmets 
to the sidelines were interfering 
with the radio signals between 
coaches and players. 

It was later determined there 
was no such interference, and the 
research team said they hope to 
gain more extensive game-situa-
tion data during this Saturday’s 
game against the University of 
Connecticut and beyond.

Goforth said offensive and 
defensive linemen endure 
the most severe and frequent 
impacts during football practices 
and games, stemming from the 
impact each player takes from 
the battle at the line of scrim-
mage. 

Linebackers and running 
backs comprise the second tier 
of impact severity, suffering 

slightly less harsh impacts than 
the linemen. Quarterbacks, 
along with wide receivers and 
defensive backs, suffer the least 
intense impacts during game 
and practice situations. 

While the study is concen-
trated on impacts from football, 
the research team said they hope 
the data obtained can be used 
to help redesign things such as 
motorcycle and bicycle helmets 
— helping promote safety in 
those areas as well.

The project has no defined 
time frame. The research team 
said they hope to increase the 
number of helmets with sensors 
from eight to 64 next season, 
effectively giving every player 
who sees significant playing 
time a helmet with sensors. The 
data will be researched more 
extensively during off-seasons to 
determine the quality of impact 
(incidental versus actual), to 
help streamline the accuracy of 
the study. 
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Rally at Duke 
denounces 
theme party

DURHAM, N.C. (AP) — 
Protesters at Duke University 
rallied against a fraternity that 
promoted a party with fliers 
that looked like expired green 
cards, T-shirts with the image 
of a drunken Mexican and a 
mock border patrol checkpoint 
at the door.

Several speakers told about 
75 students, professors and 
administrators that the Sept. 13 
Sigma Chi party inflamed their 
long-held belief that Duke has 
ignored its Latino students, 
who make up about 7 percent 
of the school’s enrollment.

Driver convicted 
of kidnapping

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — A 
school bus driver who stashed a 
rifle behind his seat and set out 
for the nation’s capital with 13 
children on a bizarre, unauthor-
ized field trip was sentenced 
Tuesday to four years in prison

Otto Nuss, 65, pleaded guilty 
to federal kidnapping charges 
in June.

Nuss’ trip in January 2002 
touched off a frantic six-hour 
search and alarmed parents at 
the Berks Christian School in 
Birdsboro. None of the children 
was harmed.

Nuss was said to be agitated 
by the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

Postage stamp 
honors D.C.

WASHINGTON (AP) — 

When the U.S. Postal Service 
unveiled a series of stamps 
honoring the 50 states last 
April, the nation’s capital was 
nowhere to be found.

But District of Columbia 
leaders — already smarting 
from a lack of congressional 
voting rights and other per-
ceived slights — refused to 
take it lying down. 

On Tuesday, they won, as 
a new 37 cent D.C. stamp 
debuted.

The diamond-shaped mul-
ticolored stamp features a 
montage of monuments and 
an engraving of portions of 
Pierre L’Enfant’s 1791 design 
for the city. 

There are also blooming 
pink cherry blossoms and col-
orful brick rowhouses from the 
city’s Shaw neighborhood.

Court sides with 
tobacco companies

ATLANTA (AP) — A federal 
appeals court has sided with 
the nation’s largest tobacco 
companies in a price-fixing 
lawsuit brought by tobacco 
wholesalers.

The wholesalers wanted to 
file a class-action lawsuit alleg-
ing a conspiracy to fix whole-
sale tobacco prices by Philip 
Morris USA and R.J. Reynolds 
Tobacco Co.

Last summer, a U.S. District 
Court judge threw out the 
wholesalers’ lawsuit, saying 
they had no proof that the big 
tobacco companies were work-
ing together. 

The wholesalers appealed 
to the U.S. Court of Appeals 
in Atlanta, which ruled against 
them Monday.

News in Brief

ous academic departments, the 
provost office and information 
systems, said Lynn Nystrom, 
director of news and external 
relations for the College of 
Engineering.

Nystrom said the supercom-
puters will bring in millions 
of dollars in research money, 
benefiting all of Tech. 

She said 46.2 percent of 
every dollar in research money 
contributes to operating costs 
at Tech.

“It will be a great addition to 

the existing scientific comput-
ing resources on campus and 
will attract many new grants 
and research opportunities,” 
Heffner said.

The Tech Transportation 
Institute receives $10 mil-
lion annually in research 
money, and the supercom-
puter will be an opportunity 
to meet or surpass this amount 
of research money, Nystrom 
said.

“(The goal is) to develop 
a cadre of research centers 
that will be at that level,” she 
said.

Varadarajan not only helped 
build the supercomputer, he 
developed the software pack-
age employed in the cluster, 
“Déjà vu”, helping bring sta-
bility to the computers.

Varadarajan said most qual-
ity computers fail about once 
per year and clustering 1100 
computers together creates 
a multiplied failure rate that 
would be unacceptable. 

The software transparently 
transfers a failed application 
to a new place without the 
knowledge of the computer, 
preventing the application 

from being altered in any 
way.

With the addition of the 
supercomputer, the Tech com-
munity is open to receiving 
funds from a proposed National 
Science Foundation program 
called The Cyberinfrastructure 
Funds.

The program is scheduled 
to have a $1 billion annual 
budget and will offer $100 
million to centers like Tech, 
which house large super-
computer centers supported 
by the National Science 
Foundation.

Continued from page 1

Online: Cluster gives research opportunities

Continued from page 1

Sensor: Coaches stopped system in game
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McKesson Medical-Surgical is a leading distributor

of medical-surgical supplies, equipment and medical

supply chain solutions. We hold the No. 1 market

position for both the primary care and extended care

markets. In all, our 4,000 associates and 40 distrib-

ution centers serve over 85,000 healthcare providers

nationwide. If you have expertise in one of the

following areas, visit us at the Career Fair, Sept. 25,

2003 from 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. at the Squires

Student Center.

Accounting
Business

Business Administration
Economics
Finance

Information Technology
Marketing

Operations Management

To learn more about McKesson, visit our web site at

www.mckesson.com/careers. It’s you and McKesson

— empowering healthcare.

Prepare to impact 
the future of healthcare.

As an equal opportunity employer, McKesson Corporation unites the talents and contributions of all to advance
the power of healthcare.

www.mckesson . com/careers

Free! 7-piece gift!
Just buy anything Clinique
for $19.50 or more and get
this 7-piece gift––free.

Quantities are limited. One gift to a
customer, please, per event. While
supplies last.

Great skin specialists, makeup must-
haves and more are yours, to-go:
Bonus News:
• Eye Defining Duo Shadow and Liner
in Vintage Wine
• Colour Surge Lipstick in Pink
Glamour
• Deep Comfort Body Butter
Bonus Favourites:
• Rinse-Off Eye Makeup Solvent
• Dramatically Different Moisturizing
Lotion
• Lash Doubling Mascara in Black

Bonus Exclusive:
• Cosmetics Bag

Volume Two Bookstore
Located off-campus in the University Mall,

opposite the Math Emporium, next to Kroger.
231-9674 ext. 128

September 28
- October 11

VTwo
olume

UNIVERSITY

BOOKSTORE

Global: 
Poster 
sale ends 
today
Continued from page 1

Iraqi police: three killed in U.S. air, ground attacks

FALLUJAH, Iraq — Iraqi police said 
U.S. forces carried out a combined air 
and ground attack north of Fallujah early 
Tuesday, killing three people and wound-
ing three others. The military said it knew 
of only one death.

The fight involved the 82nd Airborne 
Division and started after U.S. sol-
diers were attacked, said Spec. Nicole 
Thompson. She said the attackers ran into 
a building and ground troops called in air 
support. One guerrilla fighter was killed.

The incident occurred in the village 
of al-Jisr, north of Fallujah, one of the 

most dangerous cities in the so-called 
“Sunni Triangle,” the region where sup-
port for Saddam Hussein runs strongest 
and where U.S. troops have met stiffest 
resistance.

“At 2:10 a.m., we heard three explo-
sions at different times. About 20 min-
utes later, two martyrs arrived at the 
hospital. They died before they arrived. 
The third died in the hospital. There were 
three injured,” a police lieutenant at the 
Fallujah General Hospital, who gave his 
name only as Nabil, told Associated Press 
Television News.

Helicopters could be seen over the 
region of the fight at dawn Tuesday. 
There were two big craters in court-

yards of the houses that were involved, 
indicating bombs of some sort had been 
dropped.

In Baghdad Monday, the U.S.-picked 
Governing Council voted to evict two 
Arab satellite broadcasting companies 
from Iraq, said Iraqi National Congress 
spokesman Entifadh K. Qanbar. The 
Qatar-based Al-Jazeera and Dubai-based 
Al-Arabiya have given blanket coverage 
of events in Iraq, often highly critical of 
the U.S.-led occupation.

American administrator L. Paul 
Bremer, who chose the 25-member coun-
cil, holds a veto over its actions, but he is 
in Washington testifying before Congress 
about the Bush Administration’s request 

for $87 billion next year to support the 
military and reconstruction effort in Iraq 
and Afghanistan.

“We have not been advised officially 
of such a decision. Our office is still open, 
our people are still working. It’s business 
as usual,” Al-Jazeera spokesman Jihad 
Ballout said in Qatar.

In Dubai, an Al-Arabiya spokesman 
said he had heard nothing about the vote 
and would have no comment until the 
network received official notification.

On Tuesday, President Bush was to 
address the U.N. General Assembly to 
urge the international community to 
support his plan for steady transition to 
democratic rule in Iraq.

by Hamza Hendawi
Associated Press

U.S. soldiers detain photographer
BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — U.S. soldiers detained 

an Associated Press photographer and driver on 
Tuesday, handcuffing them, forcing them to stand 
in the sun for three hours and denying them 
water or use of a telephone.

Soldiers from the 2nd Battalion, 70th Armored 
Regiment, 1st Armored Division detained pho-
tographer Karim Kadim and driver Mohammed 
Abbas, both Iraqis, near Abu Ghraib, west of 
Baghdad, and kept their guns trained on them, 
despite repeated attempts to explain they were 
journalists.

The troops were looking for explosives planted 
in the area.

“We identified ourselves from the very begin-
ning as press, even before we approached the 
troops. I was asked not to take any pictures and 
I didn’t. We were told to leave and we walked 
away, and then one of them shouted at us to come 
back,” said Kadim.

An armored personnel carrier arrived moments 
later. Three soldiers disembarked and aimed their 
guns at the two men.

“A sergeant ordered us to raise our hands and 
face an APC. We were searched, and they took 

away all my camera gear. Then our hands were 
tied behind our backs, first with rope, and then 
with plastic handcuffs,” said Kadim, extending 
his wrists to show marks left by the cuffs.

The two were made to stand for three hours in 
temperatures of 110 degrees.

Abbas said the soldiers accused them of being 
part of the insurgency attacking U.S. troops.

“You know about the explosives here, you are 
part of the people who put them here,” Abbas 
quoted one soldier as saying.

The two were later taken to a U.S. base, where 
Maj. Eric Wick apologized. Wick also called the 
AP office in Baghdad, saying it “was a misunder-
standing on our part.”

On Thursday, U.S. soldiers shot up Kadim’s car 
in Khaldiyah during a firefight after an American 
convoy was hit with a remote-controlled roadside 
bomb. Kadim was in the car, along with another 
driver, and both jumped out and ran for cover 
after they saw a tank had them in its sights. They 
were fired on as they ran and the car was badly 
damaged. Neither man was hurt. 

The AP sent a letter of protest to the U.S. mili-
tary in Baghdad.

suffered major damage 
when a tree fell into the 
house.

Wren building, one of the 
oldest campus buildings 
where Thomas Jefferson once 
studied, did not suffer any 
major damage, although a 
tree barely missed hitting the 
building. 

Students helped pick up 
debris in Wren Yard after the 
storm.

All activities on campus, 
including meetings and 
sporting events are can-
celed until classes resume 
Monday.

Fall break is cancelled for 
William and Mary, and VCU 

has cancelled two reading 
days in October because of the 
large number of school days 
missed.

As of yesterday, more than 
550,000 Dominion Virginia 
Power customers were still 
without power in the state 
— power will continue to 
be restored throughout the 
week.

As for any possible hur-
ricane threat in the near 
future, “there is nothing in 
the tropical Atlantic region 
building up right now, but 
we are at the height of the 
hurricane season right now 
and we still have October and 
November to wait on,” said 
Robin Reed, meteorologist for 
WDBJ 7.

Isabel: Activities, 
classes cancelled
Continued from page 1

Other differences Rohlfing 
noticed were personalities of 
Americans unlike those in 
Germany.

“People here are more 
superficial, but are much 
more friendly,” he said. “It’s 
nice. We’ve never really had 
problems, we just ask if we 
need help.”

Global Prints is a small 
company based out of 
Boston touring through 
Virginia Tech twice a year in 
a partnership with the Tech 
radio station, WUVT. Today 
is the last day they will be 
selling posters until next fall. 
A percentage of the profits 
are donated to WUVT for 
equipment expenses.

“It helps overall with 
income for the year,” said 
Michelle DiFilippo, WUVT 
business manager and 
a junior communication 
major.

Last year, DiFilippo said 
the organization made 
approximately $500 from the 
sales.

WUVT is a division of the 
Educational Media Company 
at Virginia Tech, as is the 
Collegiate Times.



WASHINGTON — A serious 
accident is waiting to happen on 
the International Space Station 
due to poor communications 
between American and Russian 
engineers, says one of the nine 
members of a NASA safety 
panel who resigned Tuesday.

There have been three sepa-
rate incidents that could have 
led to accidents aboard the space 
station and all were linked to a 
lack of coordination between the 
Russians and Americans who 
operate the orbiting lab, said 
Arthur Zygielbaum, a former 
member of NASA’s Aerospace 

Safety Advisory Panel.
Zygielbaum said safety flaws 

on the space station are being 
brushed aside in the same way 
that NASA ignored problems 
with foam insulation on the 
space shuttle. A suitcase-sized 
chunk of foam insulation that 
flew off a fuel tank during the 
launch of Columbia is blamed 
for breaking a heat shield and 
causing the loss of the space 
shuttle and seven astronauts.

“We think we see a trend 
on the space station that is as 
significant as the foam,” said 
Zygielbaum. “We have had three 
incidences of miscommunica-
tions ... between the Russians 
and the Americans that have 
endangered the space station.”
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U.S. CAPITOL POLICE OPPORTUNITIES
Protect Democracy’s Greatest Symbol

The U.S. Capitol Police Department is seeking individuals Interested in exciting Police Officer 
opportunities in the National Capitol area. Applicants must be at least 21 years of age. 

Starting salary is $43,166.00 to $50,098.00 after 30 months of service.

Visit with recruiters on the following date and location:

September 23, 2003
Thomas Building Room #117 6pm to 9:30pm

For information, please see www.uscapitolpolice.gov,
e-mail: recruiting@cap-police.senate.gov or call 1-866-561-USCP.

Equal Opportunity Employer.

Tornado heaps 
more misery on Va.

RICHMOND  — The East 
Coast’s recovery from Isabel 
was dealt a setback Tuesday by 
another round of storms that 
caused renewed flooding, flat-
tened trees that had withstood 
the hurricane and knocked out 
power to thousands of custom-
ers, some for the second time.

A tornado with winds of 
nearly 70 mph touched down 
along a four-
county path 
that crossed 
Richmond.

“Isabel was 
gravy com-
pared to this 
guy,” Richmond 
resident James 
Whitaker said. 
“We went 
down and got 
in the closet 
downstairs and 
stayed in it.”

No injuries 
were reported 
from the twister, part of a 
weather system that also 
caused damage in Maryland, 
Delaware, New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania. Isabel was 
blamed for at least 38 deaths, 
23 of them in Virginia.

Some 40,000 customers 
lost power in Virginia on 
Tuesday, some for the second 
time since Isabel struck last 
week.

“I just restocked my refrig-
erator last night. This is just 
so unreal,” said Renee Knight, 

whose neighborhood lost 
power during Isabel for about 
20 hours.

Before the storms arrived, 
Virginia’s main utility, 
Dominion Virginia Power, said 
it had restored electricity to 
two-thirds of the 1.8 million 
customers who lost service 
during Isabel.

Weary of living without 
electricity for five days, 
Joy Melvin had taken her 20-

m o n t h - o l d 
daughter and 
moved in with 
a friend, Keisha 
Gilchrist, in 
a section of 
R i c h m o n d 
that was little 
affected by the 
hurricane.

On Tuesday, 
a tree slammed 
onto the roof 
above the bed-
room where 
they slept.

“We ran 
from upstairs,” Melvin said. 
“Thank God for her (Gilchrist) 
yelling.”

The storms dumped about 
4 inches of rain in parts of 
Maryland, where some of the 
same roads flooded by Isabel 
were under water again, and 
some schools closed.

Baltimore-area power out-
ages had been reduced to 
about 133,000 customers since 
Isabel but went up again by 
about 50,000, said Rob Gould, 
spokesman for the Baltimore-

by Bill Baskervill
Associated Press

    Isabel was gravy 
compared to this 
guy. We went down 
and got in the closet 
downstairs and 
stayed in it.”

James Whitaker
Richmond resident

“

Bush: U.N. help in Iraq cannot be rushed

UNITED NATIONS — President Bush 
rejected calls from France and Germany for 
a swift transfer of power in Iraq on Tuesday, 
urging allies to put aside bitter divisions 
over the U.S.-led war and help lead a mas-
sive reconstruction effort.

French President Jacques Chirac chal-
lenged Bush by demanding a “realistic 
timetable” for granting sovereignty.

In the first gathering of world leaders 
at the General Assembly since the United 
States toppled Saddam Hussein, Bush was 
unapologetic about the war and its chaotic 
aftermath and unyielding on U.S. terms for 
creating a democratic government.

“This process must unfold according to 
the needs of Iraqis — neither hurried nor 
delayed by the wishes of other parties,” 
Bush said, spurning demands of France 
and Germany in a replay of the acrimonious 
year-old debate over Iraq that has shaken 

old alliances.
Chirac and German Chancellor Gerhard 

Schroeder listened to Bush speak in the vast 
hall where historic debates 
have echoed for more than 
a half century. Ahmad 
Chalabi, the president of 
the U.S.-appointed Iraqi 
Governing Council, took 
Iraq’s seat.

Before Chirac took his 
turn at the microphone, 
Bush left the chamber, 
followed by Secretary of 
State Colin Powell and 
National Security Adviser 
Condoleezza Rice. 

The French president 
upbraided the United States 
for having taken a go-it-
alone approach in Iraq after 
the United Nations failed to sanction the 
war.

“In an open world,” Chirac said, “no one 

can live in isolation, no one can act alone in 
the name of all, and no one can accept the 
anarchy of a society without rules.” France 

has said it wants power 
handed over to the Iraqis in 
a matter of months — a posi-
tion echoed by Schroeder on 
Tuesday.

The debate reverberated 
from the U.N. and private 
meetings in New York to 
Capitol Hill and the presi-
dential campaign trail.

In Washington, Senate 
Minority Leader Tom 
Daschle said he thought 
Bush “lost an opportunity.”

“He came before the 
international community 
and he could have made the 
case for more troops, more 

resources,” the South Dakota Democrat said. 
“He didn’t do that. ... It was a missed oppor-
tunity and that’s very disappointing.”

by Terence Hunt
Associated Press

Space station said 
to be unsafe 

Nearly a half-million ex-cons 
have regained their voting 
rights since 1996 as eight states 
eased their restrictions on fel-
ons, an advocacy group says in 
a new study.

Despite the changes, an esti-
mated 4 million citizens remain 
barred from voting because 
they are in prison for felonies 
or have felony records, accord-
ing to The Sentencing Project, a 

Washington-based group that 
seeks alternatives to incarcera-
tion.

“Americans have tradition-
ally believed that once you paid 
your debt to society, you’re free 
to rejoin the community. This 
clearly conflicts with that,” said 
Marc Mauer of The Sentencing 
Project. “Support for reform is 
growing very broadly.”

From 1996 to 2003, states 
took a variety of approaches, 
the study found.

Nevada and Wyoming 

repealed lifetime bans for 
first-time, nonviolent felons; 
Delaware repealed a lifetime 
ban but now requires a five-
year waiting period; Texas 
dropped the two-year waiting 
period that had earlier replaced 
a lifetime ban.

Other states that eased 
restrictions were Connecticut, 
Maryland, New Mexico and 
Virginia.

Overall, those changes meant 
that at least 471,000 former 
prison inmates have had their 

voting rights restored, accord-
ing to an analysis cited by the 
project.

But states did not always 
make voting easier for felons. 
In Massachusetts and Utah, 
voter referendums took away 
the right of felons to vote 
behind bars. The move affected 
about 23,000 inmates. Now, 
only Maine and Vermont allow 
such voting.

Some conservatives said the 
push to let felons vote is mis-
guided.

“People who violate the rights 
of others and have harmed oth-
ers should still be excluded,” 
said David Muhlhausen, a 
senior policy analyst at the 
Heritage Foundation.

The Sentencing Project is part 
of a larger campaign involving 
civil rights organizations and 
advocacy groups for the poor. 
They are seeking to press states 
to ease restrictions on felons, 
emphasizing the harm that 
prohibitions do to the black 
community.

Of 4 million disenfranchised 
voters, blacks make up one-
third, researchers estimate. 

Overall, some 13 percent 
of all black men are barred 
from voting because of such 
laws.

“I’ve been relegated to the 
same status as my ancestors 
when they were in slavery,” 
said Joseph “Jazz” Hayden, a 
community organizer in New 
York who served 13 years 
of a 20-year manslaughter 
sentence.

by Paul Recer
Associated Press

Study: Eight states giving half a million ex-cons the right to vote
by Robert Tanner
Associated Press

    This process must 
unfold according to 
the needs of Iraqis 
— neither hurried 
nor delayed by the 
wishes of other 
parties.”

George W. Bush
United States president

“



Wednesday, September 24, 2003  �  Collegiate Times  �  Page 5

EDITOR IN CHIEF
 JEREMY DOEHNERT 
MANAGING EDITORS
 TIFFANY HOFFMAN
 A.J. MANDRACCHIA
OPINIONS EDITOR
 NICK PASCALE
EDITORIAL ASSISTANT
 KATE LYNCH

EDITORIAL BOARD 
Jeremy Doehnert, Tiffany Hoffman, 
A.J. Mandracchia, Nick Pascale, 
Rajan Nanavati, Kumar Malhotra, 
Robert Drake, Eleanor Hopson, 
Kate Lynch&COMMENTARY

OPINIONS

VOICE YOUR OPINION. READERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO SEND LETTERS AND COMMENTS TO THE COLLEGIATE TIMES, 
121 Squires Student Center, Blacksburg, Va. 24061. 
Fax: (540) 231-5057, e-mail: opinions@collegiatetimes.com

Students must include name, year, major and phone number.  
Faculty and staff must include name, position and department. 
All other submissions must include name, residence, and  if 

applicable, relationship to Virginia Tech (i.e. alumni, parent, etc.). 
Letters should not exceed 300 words.
Columns are between 700 and 900 words.

An independent student-run newspaper serving the Virginia Tech community since 1903

CT Phone Numbers
News/Features 231-9865
Sports/Opinions 231-9870
Editor-in-Chief  231-9867

•Have a news tip?  
Call 231-9865 or e-mail 
editor@collegiatetimes.com

Editorials are written by the 
Collegiate Times editorial board as 
shown above. 

Letters to the editor are submis-
sions from Collegiate Times readers.  
We reserve the right to edit for any-
thing. Anonymous letters will not be 
printed. 

Letters, commentaries and 
editorial cartoons do not reflect the 
views of the Collegiate Times.

The Collegiate Times, a division of the Educational Media Company at Virginia 
Tech, was established in 1903 by and for the students of Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State University. The Collegiate Times is published every Tuesday 
through Friday of the academic year except during exams and vacations. The 
Collegiate Times receives no funding from the university.

The Collegiate Times can be found online at <www.collegiatetimes.com>.

Except where noted, all photographs were taken by the Student Publications 
Photo Staff.The Collegiate Times is located in 363 Squires Student Center, 
Blacksburg, Va. 24061. (5 40) 231-9860. Fax (540) 231-5057. 

Subscription Rates: $65 semester; $80 year.

© Collegiate Times, September 24, 2003. All rights reserved. Material published 
in the Collegiate Times is the property thereof, and may not be reprinted without the 
express written consent of the Collegiate Times.

Editor in Chief Jeremy Doehnert
Managing Editor Tiffany Hoffman
Managing Editor of Design  A.J. Mandracchia
Associate News Editors Eric Beidel, 

Aaron Blackwell
News Assistants Ellen Blitz, Bryan Nieder, 

Christina Peña, Jared Turner, Erin Zlomek
Opinions Editor Nick Pascale
Editorial Assistant Kate Lynch
Associate Features Editors Phil Comey, Ashley 

Crockett, Brandon Morgan

Features Assistant Melissa Mancuso
Sports Editors Kumar Malhotra, 
      Rajan Nanavati
Associate Sports Editors Adam Abramson, 

Michelle Hershman
Sports Assistant Jana Renn
Copy Editors Lauren Angelucci, Rachel 

DeLauder, Emily Krebbs, Zoe Mathias
Photo Editors Robert Drake, 
      Eleanor Hopson
Layout Designers Stephanie Cicala, Steven 

Dishman, Tim Howlett, Patti Ramsey 
Graphic Designers Chris Heuberger, 
 Jonathan De Guzman
Public Relations Manager Laurie Brogdon
Ads Production Manager Angela Pelino
Ads Production Cathrine Roby, Chase Goitia, 

Annie Tsang, Blair Marchant
Ads Creation Jordan Condon, Ray Samonte
In-House Ads Creation Erica Erickson
Business Manager Nathan Jones
Office Manager Heather Lisi

Advertising Director Brooke Boles
Advertising Representatives Maggie Dodd,  

Alison Havermann, Jaryn Creasy, 
Stefanie Schulman, Christina Maloney, 
Rarick Gautsch

Account Managers Susan Carter, Rebecca 
Gardner, Jeremy Lis, Raheel Khan, Brian 
Haynes, Sheria Lewis

Web Manager Nipun Jawalkar
Web Assistants Andrew Brletich, Alwin Karlin, 

William Humphries

CT Staff Positions

You might have seen the “Sex Talk 
Live” advertisements in the Collegiate 
Times. If you look at the bottom of the 
ad, you will find the show’s sexperts 
have their very own website for sexu-
ally troubled Hokies. 

The website provides e-mail contact 
for students with unanswered “sex and 
romance questions.” And if you really 
got it bad, the sexperts will discuss your 
embarrassing sexual issues with you in 
front of a live student audience Sept. 24 
in Squires Colonial Hall. What’s more, 
it’s only $3. Talk about the deal of the 
century, huh? 

“Sure, here’s three bucks. Does the 
live student audience want to hear 
about my venereal warts?”

 Most people don’t event talk to 
themselves about personal sexual 
issues, let alone a live student audience. 
Sexual issues and/or discomforts are a 
definite “don’t-go-there” zone. 

If you have a raging case of herpes, 
you’re going to keep it intensely pri-
vate. You’ll talk to a doctor and then 
attempt to permanently erase it from 
your memory. But will you run to the 
phone in order to dissect your herpes 
with two total strangers who have 
anointed themselves the sexperts? It’s 
doubtful.

This is not meant to degrade the two 
hosts in any way whatsoever. It takes 
real guts to willingly talk to fellow stu-
dents about sexual concerns.

I’m just wondering who is calling 
the show to ask for advice. Are these 
people for real, or is it a joke? Let’s be 
honest. It takes a lot of courage for most 
college students to talk about sexual 
tribulations. And that’s why it’s hard to 
believe students willing to voluntarily 
discuss sex in front of ruthless, unfor-
giving college students. 

My guess is the show receives a large 
number of prank calls. Most people will 
do anything to avoid discussing their 
private sexual business on a public 
level. Instead, we resort to jokes to ease 
the awkwardness. 

Talking about an acute Chlamydia 
infection is just plain uncomfortable. 
That’s why we talk about sports, poli-
tics, money or weather. It’s just easier to 
talk football than to talk STDs.

Imagine calling your best friend on 
the phone and saying, “Johnny, let’s 
talk syphilis. I’ll pick up a 12-pack and 
swing by your place.” 

Take a look around the Tech campus. 
It’s easy to find students who are will-
ing to vocally support or oppose certain 
issues. Take our nation’s president, for 
example. Some people love him, some 
people hate him. Regardless, everyone’s 
got an opinion on George W. Bush. 

On the other hand, it’s extremely dif-
ficult to find a group of students willing 
to vocally support or oppose condoms, 
dildos, homosexuality or crabs.

And that’s why it’s difficult, for 
example, to take seriously a student 
who phones a college sex show to 
discuss the sheer thrill of second base. 
I mean, come on buddy. If you want to 
celebrate, do so by yourself when no 
one’s looking.

In this day, anything related to sex 
is more often than not taboo. Even this 
column is taboo. Yeah, we can say and 
do certain things we couldn’t say or do 
30 years ago. But sex is still one of those  
cloudy areas where any comment is 
prone to being totally misconstrued, in 
turn upseting someone or embarrassing  
them.

 In a world where students instinc-
tively post and regularly update 
their day’s schedule via AOL Instant 
Messenger, some things just need to be 
kept private. Some things are nobody 
else’s business, plain and simple.

Until recently, Jimmy Kimmel and 
Adam Corolla hosted the very popular 
“Man Show,” a show which focused 
mainly on topics relating to sex in some 
way or another. Most people love the 
show and find in really entertaining. 

If the sexperts goal is to entertain 
Tech students, then that’s great. But 
if they plan to educate, too, then they 
have a lot of work ahead of them. Not 
taking sex seriously and discussing 
it in a comical manner is one thing, 

but treating sexual issues with matu-
rity and sensitivity is far different. Most 
Tech students will quickly recoil or 
make jokes if the uncomfortable subject 
of sex arises.

Here’s why: if somebody slips up 
and says the wrong thing, that per-
son will probably be treated unfairly. 
Whether you like it or not, that’s how 
it usually goes.

Sex is a really sticky subject. Take 
homosexuality, for example. Coming 
out of the closet can ruin somebody’s 
reputation and/or career. Pauley Shore 
is a classic example. Oh, he’s not gay? 
Sorry, nevermind then.

Furthermore, the Internet has basi-
cally eliminated the need for sexual 
discussion. Anything and everything 
linked to sex can be answered with 
help from the trusty Web. Why call and 
ask the sexperts how to impress a girl 
when it can easily and conveniently be 
looked up on the Internet? I’m not talk-
ing about porn, but that’s not very hard 
to find, either. 

And porn is another classic example 
of how sex is such a hush-hush topic. 
We all know everyone has porn, but 
when was the last time you heard 
someone say, “Hey man, I’m going to 
lock my door and watch porn right 
now. When I take my ‘watching porn’ 
away message off, then you can come 
over.”

Instead, people say “Hey, I’m going 
to lie down and take a nap for a little 
while, so don’t bother me, ok?” 

Maybe one day our society will 
openly embrace sexual discussion and 
not treat it as such a forbidden topic. 
Maybe college shows like “Sex Talk 
Live” will increase public awareness 
and help people feel more comfortable.

But for now, sex is an extremely 
private matter, and anyone calling a TV 
sex show to discuss their STDs is either 
lying or just plain fearless.

Oh, look at the clock, it’s time for 
my nap.

Daniel Goodman

‘Sex Talk Live’ must realize sex taboos

Daniel Goodman is a regular columnist 
for the Collegiate Times.

I am writing in regard to the column, 
“Women’s right to choose protected by 
privacy and confidentiality” (CT, Sept. 
23). The author wrote in regard to an 
anonymous bill passed by the U.S. 
Senate on Sept. 17 (judging from her 
carefully composed diatribe) she felt 
unfairly restricted women. 

Reasons why the anonymous bill was 
an unconstitutional horror abounded, 
even making a reference to the Taliban 
at one point, but nowhere in the column 
could I find a single sentence actually 
describing the contents of the bill or 
even its name. I even scanned it a sec-
ond time just to make sure in my early 
morning haze I had not just missed it.

Feeling confused as to how I am 
supposed to agree or disagree with an 
editorial not even naming the “injus-
tice” it is railing against, I Googled the 
relevant keywords to see just what the 
Senate had been up to.

When I discovered the bill in ques-
tion it became evident as to why any 

mention of it was omitted by the 
author. The bill is actually the Partial-
Birth Abortion Ban Act. It was unani-
mously sent to committee by a Senate 
vote of 93-0.

The bill bans a most heinous method 
of late-term abortion, where an unborn 
child in the third or late second trimes-
ter is partially delivered and killed, in 
the interest of women’s rights.

I will not go into any more detail 
on the technique in question due to its 
graphic nature, but I encourage readers 
to investigate themselves. I doubt many 
will be able to do so without their stom-
achs turning. The bill also rightfully 
provides an exception for instances 
where the mother’s life is in danger.

This bill in no way restricts a wom-
an’s right to choose. A woman has the 
right to choose abstinence, to utilize 
contraception and in the statistically 
nominal cases where properly used 
contraception fails or she was the vic-
tim of a rape, she has the right to ter-
minate the unborn child well into the 
second trimester. 

What she does not have is the right 
to partially deliver a child and — inches 

before it becomes a viable human being 
— snuff its life out. 

Infants delivered as young as 23 
weeks have survived, and the chances 
of survival increase to 80 percent by 
26 weeks (last week of the second tri-
mester). 

The practice of partial-birth abor-
tion is prohibited in 30 states and a ban 
previously passed by Congress only 
to be vetoed for lack of the mother’s 
life exception. It evidently enjoys the 
unanimous support of a legislative 
body including such notable right-to-
choice champions such as Ted Kennedy, 
Hillary Clinton and Chuck Schumer.

The Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act 
in no way impedes a woman’s ability 
to have an abortion, as the author tries 
to insinuate. It bans a procedure so vile 
the author did not even bring herself to 
mention it, understandably preferring 
to dance around the issue and couch 
her argument in sanitary terms such as 
“pursuit of happiness,” “non-desired 
conception” and “privacy.”

Partial-birth abortion ban justifi ed

Joseph Ruscio is a doctoral candidate
in computer science.

Joseph Ruscio

Editorial
LOCAL ISSUE 

County tax rate must be cut 
If you go car shopping Jan.1 in Montgomery County, you may not find a decent 

selection of cars. 
The reason for this potential selection crisis is dealers avoiding the county’s mer-

chant capital tax. The Shelor Motor Mile, for example, pays to have a majority of their 
cars moved off the lot, and out of the county.

The merchant capital tax allows the county to collect revenues from business’ 
inventories taken Jan. 1. 

Though the county exhausted its efforts to collect accurate revenues from mer-
chants, the Virginia Supreme Court ruled the county could only tax merchants’ inven-
tory as of the given date. 

The county last year collected $1.21 to every $100 of inventory, but now local busi-
nesses, lead by Shelor Motor Mile, are working to get the tax cut in half. 

Though some feel the tax is playing to the hand of large merchants in Montgomery 
County, the cut will actually benefit both business and the county. 

The county may only be collecting half of the original rate, but they will be collect-
ing on merchants who would otherwise move their inventory out of the county to 
avoid taxation. 

Having larger inventories will not only increase the revenue potential for the 
county, but also help Montgomery County’s business environment — a business 
environment where taxation will not cripple business or the local government’s abil-
ity to provide public goods. 

It is time to help the community, by helping local businesses. It is time to have a rate 
that is a win-win situation for Montgomery County and its businesses.

Freedom of speech, religion and 
press can justify pretty much any and 
every action done to make a statement. 
One of those freedoms preached by 
so many — abortion — is beginning 
to sound something like a broken record.

There is one question no one seems to 
be able to answer for me: where do we 
draw the line? Has society taken this free-
dom to the point where its original pur-
pose has become but a flash of the past?

This question resurfaced itself when I 
was heading back from class across the 
Drillfield last week. There were pro-life 
activists with gigantic posters of tiny 
fetuses. 

Not only were they shouting their 
beliefs and doing everything in their 
power to trigger a passionate response, 
but they had their kids out there with 
them. 

Little kids were holding gruesome 
posters of dead fetuses. Have they no 
couth?

With issues as sensitive as abortion, 
one of the worst moves special interest 
groups can make is to anger the youth. 
Controversial issues generally trigger the 
emotions of youth, and once you upset 
them your message becomes much more 
difficult to convey to their generation.

Coming onto campus and using 
little kids to make a statement is not only 
wrong but distasteful.

 If they are trying to make a statement, 
throwing naive children in front of every-
one is going to do nothing but place them 
in a hole they dug for themselves.

Abortion is not the only issue getting 
everyone up and out of their seats. Try 
religion. 

We have all received those knocks 
on our doors around six o’clock as we 
are getting ready to eat dinner ask-
ing us to buy a Bible, join a church 
or donate money to something or anoth-
er. 

It is not so much an effort to pro-

mote faith, but rather the whole idea 
of promoting in hopes of converting. It 
has been going on for centuries, but in 
today’s society religion does not play as 
strong of a role in as many lives as it did 
at one time. 

Even if they came across nonbeliev-
ers interested in converting, shoving the 
Bible in their face is more than likely not 
going to make the best impression. 

What about homosexuality in terms of 
methods of gaining respect? 

I am not one an avid conservative who 
views everything in black and white, but 
there is no excuse to flaunt your sexual 
preference to anyone and everyone in 
your presence. 

That is inappropriate for heterosexual 
couples, let alone homosexual couples, 
who are still trying to gain acceptance in 
society. 

Society is not going to open up 
easily if the first thing they are pre-
sented with is an image of two 
homosexuals kissing, much of the same 
way a nonbeliever would not take too 
well to having a bible shoved in their 
hands.

When fighting a battle with society 
where you are the odd man out, going 
straight for the kill is more than likely 
going to hurt. 

You have the right to go for the kill, but 
it is not the wisest decision to make.

It is not our place to tell others who 
they should be, what their beliefs should 
be and whom they should follow. 
Whatever happened to simply living 
your own life? 

What makes people think the path they 
tread is the perfect one? 

What gives them the authority to tell 
others, whose path may be different, they 
are treading in the wrong direction? 

They are walking a fine line between 
freedom of speech and personal dignity, 
leading me back to my question of where 
do we draw the line? 

How far is too far?

Abortion activists abuse 
freedoms of expression 

Jessica Pritchard is a regular columnist 
for the Collegiate Times.

Jessica Pritchard
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Y O U R  F U T U R E  H O U S I N G  C O N N E C T I O N

CMG LEASING 1304 University City Boulevard   P.O. Box 10397   Blacksburg VA 24062

www.chasemanagement.com 

At CMG Leasing, we offer a diverse mix of
single family homes, townhomes, and apartments 

located in Blacksburg, Christiansburg, and Radford.

Radford

540.633.1434
Blacksburg/Christiansburg

540.951.0514

CMG Leasing is giving

One Lucky Fan the chance 

to Win $10,000 for an 

on-field kick at halftime

during the Virginia Tech vs.

Connecticut Huskies Game.

S I G N  U P  F O R  Y O U R  C H A N C E  T O  W I N !

There’s only one way to get your chance 
to WIN $10,000. Sign up before the game at 
the CMG Leasing table at the Student Gate.

One lucky fan will
be chosen before

halftime to attempt 
the $10,000 kick.

It could beyou!

WIN
$10,000

KICK IT,AND
A T T E N T I O N  H O K I E S

y

No purchase is required. Persons must signup for the drawing at the CMG Leasing table at the student gate of Lane Stadium before the game begins.  The finalist will be chosen in a random drawing
that will be held before halftime of the game. The contest will be held at half time of the game. The selected finalist will attempt to kick a football through a set of goal posts as specified by contest
officials.  The football must go through the goal posts on the fly without coming into contact with any person or object. If any finalist successfully kicks the football through the goal posts as instructed
by the contest supervisor, that finalist will win the grand prize, subject to verification. The prize does not cover any other expenses, including but not limited to tax.  Virginia Tech University (ISP Sports)
is not responsible and will provide no warranties regarding the use of the grand prize.  The following classes of people are ineligible to win: (a) current or former Olympic, semi-professional or profes-
sional football, soccer or rugby players who have competed in the United States, Canada or Europe; (b) Current or former high school or college football, soccer or rugby players who have competed
at that level within the past six years; (c) Current or former football, soccer or rugby coaches who have coached within the past six years. Other restrictions apply. The contest rules and regulations are
available at CMG Leasing at 1304 University Boulevard, Blacksburg VA 24060 and at game day at the CMG Leasing table at the student gate of Lane Stadium.

"STUMP THE PRIEST"

You are invited to the "Stump the Priest!" Bring

all your burning questions to this open question

and answer forum on Catholicism. Thursday,

September 25th, 7 pm at the Newman House

(203 Otey St.). Sponsored by the Newman 

Catholic Campus Community.

?
???

Contact megs@vt.edu for more info
LocalNet

SM

Internet
Made Easy!

LocalNet’s Unlimited Internet access

www.localnet.com

RELIABLE INTERNET ACCESS SINCE 1994

FIVE email boxes, Webmail, 
Instant Messaging and more!

Immediate Access - Sign Up Online

$9.95
PER

MONTH!

No Credit Card
Required!

makes connecting fast & easy!
SETUP SOFTWARE

382-4873

Tricking the senses

by Alison Cordell
Staff Writer

Jeff and Tess, also know as the 
Evasons, stunned audiences at 
Owens Food Court last night with 
their mind reading skills. If they 
couldn’t stun their audience, they at 
least provided some entertainment 
while dining.

The Evasons walked around 
Owens during dinner, approached 
tables of students and performed 
tricks such as mind reading and 
various illusions.

First, Tess approached fresh-
man Kristin Schields and correctly 
guessed her name, the bank her 
credit card came from and her credit 
card number. 

Sophomore business major 
Scott Randa also particpated in the 
Evasons’ activities. He was instruct-
ed to pick a bill out of his wallet 
and hide it from Tess, who then told 
Randa the value of the bill as well as 
the serial number on the outside. 

“It was pretty amazing. At the 
last second I switched the bill from 
$1 to a $10 bill, and she still got it,” 
said Randa. 

Another one of Tess’s tricks was 
tested on freshman general engi-
neering major, Aasia Haque. Haque 
had a picture of a friend in her wal-
let and without looking, Tess told 
Aasia the person in the picture was 
a girl named Shemma. Haque said 
no one else knew who the girl was.

Jeff had a few tricks up his sleeves 
as well. While his partner Tess did 
the mind reading, Jeff used tricks of 
illusion to impress his audience.

First, Jeff took an observer’s pair 
of plastic sunglasses and placed 
them on a table. After moving his hands over them several times, he lifted them up causing the 
sunglasses to flip over on the table. An observer commented the glasses looked magnetic but it 
was impossible because they were all plastic.

Jeff’s other trick fooled participants into thinking he was touching their arm, when he really 
was not. 

He made participants close their eyes and then touched one arm a few times quickly. Then he 
would tell them to count how many times he touched their arm again. 

The participants both admitted it felt like he touched their arm three times when in actuality, he 
never touched their arm again. 

“It was a weird feeling. I know I felt him touch my arm, but the audience said he never did.  He 
pulled off a nice trick,” said Peter Matthiessen, a participant in the arm touching trick.

Not everyone was amazed by the mind reading and illusions. 
“He had a fishing line around his hand, and I think that was helping him do the tricks,” said 

junior English major Joshua Logan.
Logan admitted it was entertaining, even though he knew it wasn’t real mind reading.
Most observers and participants reacted the same way. 
Watching the Evasons was entertaining most said, but few actually believed they had mind 

reading or magical powers; however, most agreed they put a new twist on the dining hall experi-
ence.
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How far I go in my career is truly up to me and my abilities.

Sure, every company says that, but at Enterprise, it's actually

true. When I produce results, I get promoted, and I've seen

incredible earning potential since day one. 

Enterprise doesn't expect me to be this great businessperson

overnight. They train me. Support me. Reward me when I 

perform. I'm fast-tracking in a $6 billion company with 50,000

people from all walks of life. Yet it's still a tight-knit culture

where energetic people take ownership of their careers. And I

really enjoy that.

enterpr i se .com/careers
Enterprising applicants, 
please apply online at enterprise.com/careers

For more information on opportunities in Northern Virginia, 
please contact Shawn Hu, Regional Recruiting Supervisor, 
23330 Autopilot Dr., Dulles, VA 20166.
phone: (703) 996-1504  e-mail: shawn.hu@erac.com

For more information on opportunities in Southern Virginia, 
please contact Ashley Glenn, Recruiting Manager,
4721 Melrose Ave., Roanoke, VA 24017.
phone: (540) 986-0625  e-mail: aglenn@erac.com    EOE

Any questions concerning 
ads please call the Better 
Business Bureau 1-800-533-
5501.

CLASSIFIEDS
RATES:
33¢ per word and 38¢ 

per bold word, PRE-PAID 
in cash, check, Visa, 
Mastercard, Discover, 
American Express, or 
Hokie Passport

27 characters per line
2-line minimum

POLICIES:
Classified advertisement 

forms are available in 
121 Squires Student 
Center.

The Collegiate Times 
reserves the right to 
refuse publication of 
advertisements con-
taining profanity or vio-
lations of the university 
honor code.

No refunds are available.

DEADLINES:
Two business days prior 

to publication by 3 p.m.

Collegiate Times office 
hours are 10:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday.

Automotive
Jimʼs Motorcycle Service

951-5185
http://www.swva.net/jims-

motorcycle

Help Wanted
Pianist & Soloist 

Positions
Two positions for church 
services: 11am Sundays 

(soloist & pianist) and 
7:30pm, first Wednesday 
(pianist only) each month.  
Pay commensurate with 
ability and reliability.  For 

more information contact J. 
Kidd (Day) 231-3932, 

(Eve) 953-2060 to 
schedule auditions.  

Christian Science Society, 
Blacksburg, VA.

Help Wanted
NOW TRAINING
Tax Preparers.
call 381-5555

Bartender Trainees 
Needed

$250 a day potential.  
Local positions.  

1-800-293-3985 ext. 404
Movie extras/models

needed. 
 No experience required, 

all looks and ages.
earn $100-300 a day.

call 1-888-820-0167 ext 
U201

For Sale
HOMEBAR FOR SALE 

$299 VISIT  
WWW.

THEBARKEEP.COM
1990 Pontiac LeMans 50K 

$800/Negotiable
951-3771

Dialup Internet VT Student 
Account $8.95/mo.  

http://www.blacksburg.net 
961-2086

POLICE IMPOUNDS!
Cars/Trucks/SUVs from 
$500!  For listings
800-719-3001 x7543

HALLOWEEN 
COSTUMES, WIGS, 

MAKE-UP AND 
ACCESSORIES.  SHOP 

EARLY FOR BEST 
SELECTION.  

PARTY CENTRAL
1701 S. MAIN.

For Rent

LEIS, GRASS SKIRTS, 
FACE PAINT AND MARDI 

GRAS BEADS.  
PARTY CENTRAL 
1701 S. MAIN ST.

953-1170
For Rent

4BR APARTMENT IN 
BLACKSBURG!

Ethernet Available
Close to Campus and 

Downtown
On Blacksburg 
Transit Route 
2 Bathrooms
Washer/Dryer

Call 540-951-0514 today 
for current specials!

www.chasemanagement.c
om - EHO

4BR TOWNHOME FOR 
RENT IN BLACKSBURG!

Close to Tech stadium
Ethernet available

2 bathrooms
Central A/C

Washer/Dryer
Near bus route

Call 540-951-0514 to 
schedule a tour!

www.chasemanagement.c
om - EHO

CHASEWOOD DOWNS
APARTMENTS

Spacious 1, 2 & 3 
Bedroom Floor plans

Ethernet and Cable Ports 
in each Room

Close to Campus 
and Downtown

On Blacksburg Transit 
Route

Pets Welcome 
with Approval

Pool and Sports Courts
Call 540-552-3122

to schedule a tour! 
www.chasemanagement.

com - EHO

Notices

Free Rent
September and December 
rent free.  1-2-3 bedroom 

apartments available.
BT Route/1.2 miles to 

campus.  Windsor Hills 
Apartments. 

Call 1-866-390-6427.
Sturbridge Square 

Apartments
We have 1, 2, 3BR apts 
available for immediate 
move-in!  We have the 

best location in Blacksburg 
and we are only 2 blocks 
from VT campus!  Rent 

ranges from $390 to $595 
per month.  Ethernet ser-
vice also available.  Come 
see what cozy living is all 
about!  Give us a call at 

540-951-9252 today!

Fraternities-Sororities
Clubs-Student Groups
Earn $1,000-$2,000 this 
semester with a proven 

CampusFundraiser 3 hour 
fundraising event.  Our 

free programs make fund-
raising easy with no risks.  

Fundraising dates are
filling quickly, so get 
with the program!  It 

works.  Contact Campus 
Fundraiser at 

(888) 923-3238, or visit 
www.campusfundraiser.com

IRISH STEP DANCE
540-552-4501

MUSIC LESSONS
Performing Arts Institute

540-552-4501
Horse Boarding-pasture 

and barn.
(540)921-2098

Lost & Found
5 free kittens.                     

2 short-haired calicoes,        
2 short-haired b&w,           

1 long-haired dark calico. 
Contact 382-1140

Travel
Campus Reps Needed!

Be a Campus Rep For The 
Only Spring Break      

Company Recognized For 
Outstanding Ethics! Earn 

Free Trips & CA$H!
SpringBreakTravel.com    

1-800-678-6386

Spring Break 2004. Travel 
with STS, Americaʼs #1 

Student Tour Operator to 
Jamaica, Cancun,        

Acapulco, Bahamas and 
Florida. Now hiring

campus reps. Call for 
group discounts. 

Information/Reservations 
1-800-648-4849 or 
www.ststravel.com.

Spring Break-sign up with 
Student Express and get 

FREE roundtrip airline  
tickets to over 15             

International destinations 
including Aruba,          

Dominican Republic, Costa 
Rica, Caribbean hot spots 

and more. Why go with 
anyone else. Limited offer 
call now. Commission rep 
positions also available.   

1-800-787-3787

So many Spring Break 
companies...  

Book DIRECT with the 
established leader in 
Spring Break Travel.  

Better trips, better prices.
Info/res: 1-800-367-1252 

or 
www.springbreakdirect

.com

Travel

WINTER AND 
SPRING BREAK 

Ski & Beach Trips on sale 
now! www. sunchase.com 

or call 1-800-sunchase   
today!

Spring Break Reps needed 
to promote campus trips.  
Earn cash and  2 FREE 

trips!!  We train you.
1-800-367-1252 or 

www.spring-
breakdirect.com

SPRING BREAK 2004!
Beach Life Vacations!

Jamaica, Cancun,
Acapulco, Bahamas, 

Florida.
Sell Trips, Earn Cash, 

Travel Free!
Call 1-800-733-6347

www.beachlifevacations
.com

Rides
www.Hooptieride.com

(540)-449-3748

Personals
Jonny G,

Good Luck with 
Homecoming!

~DeMay 

Travel

Notices Notices



COLUMBUS, Ohio — 
Suspended Ohio State tailback 
Maurice Clarett sued the NFL 
on Tuesday, asking a judge to 
throw out a league rule that 
prevents him from entering the 
2004 draft.

The lawsuit contends the 
NFL rule prohibiting players 
from being drafted until they 
have been out of high school 
for three years violates antitrust 
law and harms competition.

Clarett, who rushed for 
1,237 yards and led Ohio State 
to a national championship 
as a freshman last season, 
wants U.S. District Judge Shira 
Scheindlin to declare him eli-
gible for the 2004 draft — or 
require the NFL to hold a spe-
cial supplemental draft sooner.

Under current rules, he is 
not eligible for the draft until 
2005.

“Had Clarett been eligible 
for the 2003 Draft, it is almost 
certain he would have been 
selected in the beginning of 
the First Round and would 
have agreed to a contract and 
signing bonus worth millions 
of dollars,” according to the 
lawsuit filed in federal court in 
New York.

The NFL says it will fight 
any challenge to the rule.

“We do not believe that this 
lawsuit serves the best interests 
of Maurice Clarett or college 
football players generally, but 
we look forward to explain-
ing to the court both the very 
sound reasons underlying our 
eligibility rule and the legal 
impediments to the claim that 
was filed,” NFL spokesman 
Greg Aiello said.

Clarett was suspended from 
the team for at least a year after 
an investigation determined he 
broke NCAA bylaws concern-
ing benefits for athletes and 
lied to investigators.

His attorney, Alan Milstein, 
filed the lawsuit against the 
NFL a day after he and Clarett’s 
mother met with league execu-
tives in Washington to discuss 
whether Clarett would be eli-
gible for the April 24 draft.

The lawsuit argues the NFL 
rule “is a restraint of amateur 
athletes who were strangers 
to the collective bargaining 
process.”

A Duke University legal 
expert says Clarett has a strong 
case and the NFL will probably 
have trouble keeping Clarett 
out of the draft.

“Any attempt by competi-
tors to restrain competition in 
the labor market is regarded 
by the courts with great sus-
picion,” said Paul Haagen, a 
Duke law professor. 
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Shaftman Performance Hall, Jefferson Center, Roanoke VA

The Victor Wooten Band

Friday September 26th, 2003

Box Office - 540.345.2550 - www.jeffcenter.org
A Dylan Locke Productions Event - www.dylanlockeproductions.com

Tickets on Sale Now!

Concert Tickets - $20 -  at your local Record Exchange and Crossroads 

2:30-3:30pm Master Bassist 
Victor Wooten will be giving 

a bass clinic before his 
8:00pm concert at Jefferson 
Center in Roanoke. You may 

attend the Victor Wooten
master class with a $10 

donation. All proceeds will 
benefit the Wide Angle Vision
Foundation's student tuition 

program for Victor's
Bass/Nature Camps.

Bass Clinic and Concert

The outrageous bass player with 
Béla Fleck & the Flecktones

Have you ever wanted to give...

CAMPUS TOURS?
Come be part of the Tradition with the

HOKIE AMBASSADORS

Applications are available in 201 Burruss Hall 
and at http://hokietours.org

must be returned by 5pm on Sept. 26

For questions and more information 
please contact HAmembership@vt.edu

Sports

Vermeil’s formula brings success to Chiefs Clarett sues NFL 
over draft eligibility

Even though this year’s 
National Football League cam-
paign is only three weeks old, I’m 
excited, and it’s not because the 
Redskins are 2-1. Unlike many 
Virginia Tech students, it doesn’t 
matter to me whether the ’Skins 
go 15-1 or 2-14 because quite 
frankly, I hate the NFC.  

So, why am I excited? Head 
coach Dick Vermeil has led my 
Kansas City Chiefs to a 3-0 start 
and many are heralding them as 
the hottest team in football.

The Chiefs haven’t made the 
playoffs since the 1997 season 
where they went 13-3 only to 
lose in their first playoff game. 
I was an irate eighth grader who 
couldn’t see why Elvis Grbac, 
fresh off the disabled list from 
a broken collarbone, should get 
the start at quarterback over 
Rich Gannon who had looked 
sensational in every game since 
Grbac’s injury.

My hopes to celebrate a Super 
Bowl victory were dashed, and 
the Chiefs haven’t been the 
same until now, thanks in part 
to Vermeil.

The man who went into St. 
Louis in 1997 and needed only 
three years to turn the Rams 

into Super Bowl champs may be 
doing the same thing in Kansas 
City.

When the Chiefs hired Vermeil 
in 2001, I knew there was hope 
for a team I had almost given 
up on due to my hatred for 
Grbac. Anyone who could turn 
the “same old, sorry ass” Rams 
into the “Greatest Show on Turf” 
could do anything in my mind.

Vermeil used the same strat-
egy in Kansas City that he used 
in St. Louis: build up the offense 
first and then 
work on the 
defense. With 
the acquisitions 
of quarterback 
Trent Green and 
running back 
Priest Holmes 
in 2001, that 
formula was in 
motion.

Green was the 
perfect choice 
to run Vermeil’s 
offense since he 
had already been trained for it 
before being signed as a Chief. 
Many don’t remember that he 
was the starting quarterback in 
the preseason for those ’99 Rams, 
but an injury sidelined him 
for the whole year forcing him 
to hand the ball over the Kurt 
Warner.

Green and Holmes teamed up 
with tight end Tony Gonzalez 
during the 2001 season to lead 
the Chiefs to fourth in the NFL in 
offensive yardage. However, the 

defense was No. 22 in the league 
in yards allowed.

In 2002, that gap grew even 
wider as Kansas City finished 
No. 5 in offensive yards and 
an abominable last in yardage 
allowed.

Through these first three 
games, the Chiefs’ defense looked 
totally different. So far, they have 
recorded eight sacks amounting 
in a total loss of 59 yards for 
opponents, and have recovered 
all three fumbles they forced. 

The backfield 
has also made 
seven intercep-
tions resulting 
in 2 touch-
downs and 143 
return yards.

The offense 
so far has 
been even 
more impres-
sive. Green 
has thrown 
for a total of 
669 yards with 

three touchdown passes, while 
Holmes has rushed for a total 
of 296 yards with an astounding 
seven touchdowns.

Anyone who can’t see the 
uncanny resemblance the ’03 
Holmes shares with the ’99 
Marshall Faulk, has no busi-
ness watching football. Thus far, 
Holmes has caught 13 passes for 
a total of 171 yards. He is aver-
aging 4.8 yards per carry on the 
ground and 13.2 yards per recep-
tion, making him the NFL’s most 

dangerous player right now.
Kansas City is also tearing up 

on special teams. Return man 
Dante Hall has two touchdowns 
on the season, one coming in the 
form of a 100-yard kickoff return, 
and the other on a 73-yard punt 
return.

This solid balance is what wins 
Vermeil football games, and his 
philosophy isn’t brain surgery. 
He figured out that if Kansas City 
can execute 50 positive plays per 
game, they will win more than 
they lose. Make sure you gain 
yardage on offense or force your 
opponent to lose yardage at least 
50 times in a game, and more 
than likely, you’ll win. It’s that 
simple.

Another thing Vermeil loves to 
see are touchdowns coming from 
all sides of the ball, and Kansas 
City is doing just that. This week 
marked the second week in a 
row the Chiefs scored at least one 
touchdown on offense, defense 
and special teams. No other team 
has accomplished this feat since 
the Bills of 1990, and they went 
to the Super Bowl.

Maybe I’m reading way too 
far into things and shouldn’t be 
getting my hopes up so soon, but 
I don’t care. This year’s Kansas 
City team is for real, and I know 
they will continue to make me 
happy week in and week out 
right through to Super Bowl 
Sunday.

by Rusty Miller
Associated Press

Jana

 Renn

K.C. 
Masterpiece

Jana Renn is the sports assistant 
for the Collegiate Times.
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