
The Virginia Tech Student 
Government Association’s 
latest event hopes to raise 
money, and let the student 
body become better dressed 
at the same time.

A J. Crew warehouse sale is 
being held today and tomor-
row from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
in Squires Commonwealth 
Ballroom.

Proceeds from the sale will 
fund various events the SGA 
is planning for the student 
body this year, said SGA 
President Brant Snyder, a 
junior finance major.

The sale is entirely J. Crew 
merchandise, including pants, 
jackets, shirts and shoes for 
both men and women, he 
said. The merchandise has 
also been discounted.

“It’s kind of like an outlet 

Around 2:30 p.m. yesterday a 
truckload of T-shirts arrived at the 
Student Government Association 
office in Squires Student Center. 
Moments later, the Hokie Bird 
arrived and stretched a triple-extra 
large orange shirt around his robust 
frame, becoming the first to officially 
don a new “Orange Effect 2003” T-
shirt.

“Only because they couldn’t get 
a 5-XL shirt here by today,” said Pat 
Colleran, director of development 
for the SGA and a junior accounting 
major.

The Hokie Bird strutted from 
the SGA office to the Pylons above 
War Memorial Chapel in his new 
“Orange Effect 2003” shirt, greeting 
fellow Hokies and posing for pho-
tographs.

By the time they go on sale Friday, 
Colleran said there would be over 
4,000 “Orange Effect 2003” shirts 
available with the new slogan, “Get 
out of our Lane.”

Shirts will be available Friday for 
$5 at the SGA office in 321 Squires 
on a first come, first serve basis, said 
Puraj Patel, vice president of the SGA 
and a junior business information 
technology major.

After last year’s enormous sales, 
Patel said he believes the 4,000 plus 
shirts would be enough to accommo-
date everyone.

The shirts will continue to be sold 
Sept. 8-12 and again from Sept. 15-17, 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at West End Market, 
the Drillfield and McBride Hall, said 

Casey Heughan, a director of SGA’s 
Orange Effect committee and a 
senior communication major.

Members of SGA will also be sell-
ing the shirts at the Texas A&M game 
on Sept. 18, she said.

The purpose of “Orange Effect 
2003” is not fundraising, but to pro-

mote Hokie pride in Lane Stadium, 
Patel said.

“Whatever shirts we’ve bought, 
we have to sell to cover our costs,” 
Patel said. “We want people to see the 
stadium covered in orange on ESPN 

Recent budget reductions have cut faculty sala-
ries and caused Virginia Tech to lag behind peer 
institutions in terms of faculty pay.

Salaries from bottom to top are in the 20th 
percentile of similar universities, said university 
spokesman, Larry Hincker. 

As a result, the university has had problems 
retaining faculty.

“We have lost faculty to other universities 
because they got a better deal,” said Diane Zahm, 
president of Tech’s faculty senate.

Recruiting and retaining quality faculty will 
ensure quality programs, Hincker said. 

“The faculty are the heart of our university,” 
he said.

The State Council of Higher Education 
for Virginia routinely benchmarks vari-
ous areas, including salaries, Hincker said. 

Tech is benchmarked against other uni-
versities, including Penn State University, 
Purdue University and Michigan State University, 
he said.

Faculty salaries are paid through student 
tuition as well as money provided 
by the state. However, after recent 
tuition increases to recover lost 
state funding, legislators have pre-
vented schools from implement-
ing further increases.

The Tech Board of Visitors, 
which sets faculty salaries, has 
approved a plan to restructure the 
pay scale hoping to move salaries 
into the 60th percentile of peer 
institutions.

This plan will rely heavily 
on state funding, Hincker said. 
However, the prognosis for 
increased state funding is uncer-
tain at this time.

“Overall the plan is good,” Zahm said. “I 
think the board has the faculty’s interests in 
mind.”

The proposal will also address other prob-
lems with the current pay scale, such as faculty 
rank.

Right now there are new people earning as 

much or more than people that have been here for 
years, Zahm said.

Tech, along with other state universities, dealt 
with salary issues in the early ‘90s, although this 
time is worse, Hincker said.

“I’ve never seen us quite this 
low,” he said.

At that time, the university was 
dealing with similar circumstances 
— including a loss of state fund-
ing — but there was a big push 
for more money from the state to 
alleviate that problem, Hincker 
said. 

Right now it is uncertain what 
the state will do.

The Faculty Senate of Virginia, 
made up of representatives of 
multiple colleges and universities 
in the state, is reviewing the issue 
soon, Zahm said.

Hincker said that Tech’s goal is not to have 
the highest paid faculty in the country, but 
to be able to attract quality teachers to the uni-
versity.

“It really is the faculty that creates the quality of 
our university,” he said. 

“To have the best faculty we must pay them 
competitively.”

The Virginia Tech Student Government 
Association has set a goal to have 8,000 more 
college students go to the polls this year.

“Getting students to vote will be the 
most important thing SGA will do this year 
because of the political power that it will give 
us to speak for the students on a state level,” 
said Brant Snyder, SGA president and junior 
finance major.

To help kick off the importance of voting, 
the SGA will be handing out absentee bal-
lot applications at the Orange Effect tables 
around campus. The SGA will then mail both 
the absentee applications and ballots to the 
state board of elections.

“We’ll front all the costs so students won’t 
have to spend a dime,” Snyder said.

With the recent budget cuts and loss of 
university employees, SGA vice president 
and junior business information technology 
major, Puraj Patel said he thinks the voter 
registration will raise a lot of student sup-
port.

“At the state level, students are not very 
well represented,” Patel said. “The legislature 
needs to know what students are thinking 
and they need to know that (students) care 
about higher education.”

In December and January, student repre-
sentatives will visit each legislator in Virginia 
to let them know what is going on at Tech 
and to tell them the number of voters Tech is 
contributing to each district.

“Every single legislator in Virginia 
— every single delegate — will be visited 
over Christmas break by students educated 
in what’s happening in the budget and how 
many educators have been cut,” Snyder said. 
“We’re very interested in students’ (best) 
interests and the best way we can (support) 
that is to get to the state level and loosen up 
the purse strings.”

Patel said the SGA is focusing primarily on 
achieving state recognition to promote state-
level changes in the interest of education. 

Blacksburg Mayor Roger Hedgepeth said 
most students who vote at the university are 
registered in their hometowns. However, last 
year when a student ran for mayor, he said 
there was more interest in local government 
than in previous years.

“I think young people should definitely 
take an interest in government at all levels,” 

WASHINGTON — The United 
States is circulating a proposed 
resolution to assign a larger role to 
the United Nations in peacemaking 
in Iraq and to outline a “political 
horizon” for the country’s transi-
tion to a constitutional democracy, 
Secretary of State Colin Powell said 
Wednesday.

At a hastily arranged news con-
ference, Powell said peacekeeping 
troops, most of which are supplied 
by the United States, would be 
placed under a unified command 
with U.S. commanders in charge.

“Certainly the United States will 
continue to play a dominant role,” 
Powell said. “But a dominant role 
does not mean the only role.”

Nonetheless, in turning to the 
United Nations, as demanded by 
many other governments and mem-

bers of Congress, the Bush admin-
istration is modifying its strategy 
in Iraq.

Powell said the United Nations 
“has brought great skill to nation-
building.”

In response to a question, he said 
the move was not motivated by 
the continuing loss of U.S. troops 
in Iraq.

Powell said U.S. Ambassador 
John Negroponte was circulating 
a draft resolution on Wednesday 
and Thursday to other U.N. ambas-
sadors and that he planned to rally 
support with telephone calls to for-
eign ministers.

He said he had already been in 
touch with British Foreign Secretary 
Jack Straw and foreign ministers 
Igor Ivanov of Russia, Joschka 
Fischer of Germany and Dominique 
de Villepin of France.
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▪ The board of visitors approved a 
plan to improve faculty salaries, and 
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The Hokie Bird showed off the new Orange Effect T-shirt yesterday at the Pylons above War Memorial Chapel. 
In the inset, Kristen Burton, Orange Effect director for the SGA, models the logo on the back of the shirt.
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Students flocked to the Squires Commonwealth Ballroom this morning in search of 
bargains at the SGA’s J.Crew warehouse sale.See SALE, page 3  See IRAQ, page 2

▪ Voter registration forms 
and absentee ballots will be 
available to students who buy 
Orange Effect T-shirts from 
the SGA this year

See VOTING, page 2

▪ T-shirts will go on sale 
Friday for this yearʼs 
Orange Effect, which 
will be held for the Texas 
A&M game
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sity. To have the best 
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he said.
Patel said a good percent-

age of Tech students are from 
Blacksburg and will be reg-
istered locally. However, the 
emphasis of the drive is to get 
students to vote in their home-
town districts to show a more 
widespread interest in student 
welfare.

“We have to look at the long-
term issue,” he said. “Focusing 
more at the entire state level 

will, in turn, raise the level of 
awareness that students care in 
Blacksburg.”

Hedgepeth said he thought 
it was important for students 
to express interest in the gov-
ernment but it was even more 
important to do research and 
keep up with current issues.

“Just being registered and 
interested is one thing,” he 
said. “But you really have to 
do research and bone up on 
what’s going on in the govern-
ment.”
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Judge orders 
psych exam for 
accused killer

DETROIT (AP) — A judge 
Wednesday ordered a psycho-
logical exam for a man accused 
of fatally shooting three of his 
children and seriously wound-
ing another.

Anthony Bailey’s attorney 
asked for the exam, saying his 
client has not been able to help 
with his defense and does not 
appear to understand that his 
children are dead.

“There was a psychological 
slide on the part of my client in 
the last few months,” attorney 
David Cripps said after the 
hearing.

Police say Bailey shot the 
children Aug. 19 in their home, 
then set the house on fire to 
cover up the crime. 

Eleven-year-old Sharnice 
Bailey, 3-year-old Ayana Bailey, 
and 1-year-old Lamar Bailey 
died at the scene.

Suspect arrested 
for Blaster virus

Police in Romania on 
Wednesday arrested a 24-year-
old man in connection with a 
computer-crippling Internet 
worm, according to a com-
puter security company that 
aided police.

The company, Bucharest-
based BitDefender, identified 
the man as Dan Dumitru 
Ciobanu, a 24-year-old gradu-
ate of the Technical University 
of Iasi, in northeastern 
Romania.

Police detained Ciobanu in 
connection with a modified and 
milder version of the Blaster 

worm, said Patrick Vicol, a 
virus analyst at BitDefender. 
Dubbed MsBlast.F, it was 
unleashed on computers of 
the Technical University, Vicol 
said.

Last week, Minneapolis high 
school senior Jeffrey Parson, 
18, was charged with letting 
loose a different variation of 
the Blaster worm.

Valuable drawings 
discovered 

LONDON (AP) — Experts 
on Wednesday described as 
“an absolutely incredible” find 
a collection of drawings and 
watercolors by Beatrix Potter, 
the creator of Peter Rabbit, 
with an estimated worth of 
nearly $400,000.

The 23 illustrations by Potter 
came to light when they were 
valued by Clive Farahar, an 
expert who appeared on the 
popular television program, 
Antiques Roadshow.

Baboon noses 
found in suitcase

AMSTERDAM, Netherlands 
— Around 2,000 baboon 
noses were found in an aban-
doned suitcase at Amsterdam 
airport after they started 
to stink, officials said 
Wednesday.

The noses were en 
route from Lagos to the 
United States, apparently 
intended for an immigrant 
market.

Baboons are protected under 
international law. 

Their noses are used in tradi-
tional medicine in parts of Asia 
and Africa.

News in Brief

Open 7 days a week 11 am - 10 pm
Friday & Saturday 11 am - 10:30 pm 

Over 100 Items Daily 
ALL YOU CAN EAT

Carry Out Buffet
Parties Welcome!!! 382-8618

150 Peppers Ferry Road, Christiansburg VA 24070

10% discount
with School ID 

Holiday Special 
(and first Sunday of  the Month)

Crab Legs and MORE!
Adults $9.45

3-5 $4.99

6-10 $7.25
Not Valid on Holidays or First Sundays of  Every Month

Sept. 7 We have Sept. 7 We have SNOW SNOW CRAB LEGS!CRAB LEGS!

Make the most of your spring semester with an
exciting internship, challenging college courses,
i n t e resting guest speakers and all the drama of
Vi rginia politics.

Experience Vi rg i n i a ’s capital city during the
excitement of a legislative session while continuing
your studies on a full-time basis through course
work at Vi rginia Commonwealth University – and
e a rn a $1,000 internship stipend.

For more information and application:
• w w w. v c u . e d u / c a p i t a l s e m e s t e r ;
• Vi rginia Capital Semester, School of Government 

and Public Affairs, P.O. Box 842028, Vi rginia 
Commonwealth University, Richmond, VA 
23284-2028; or 

• Contact Professor Ralph Hambrick at 
(804) 828-8053, (804) 828-1575 or 
v a c a p i t a l s e m @ v c u . e d u .

• Application deadline is Oct. 15, 2003.

Vi rginia Capital Semester

V i r g i n i a  C o m m o n w e a l t h  U n i v e r s i t y

Make the most of your spring semester!

An equal opport u n i t y / a ff i rmative action university
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Iraq: U.S. will maintain 
political, military control

“The initial reaction so far is 
positive,” he said.

The postwar operation is 
costing the United States at 
least $3.9 billion a month and 
has strained the American 
military, which has some 
140,000 troops stationed 
there. The administration has 
struggled to attract broader 
international participation, 
and sees the new U.N. resolu-
tion as the way to make other 
nations more comfortable with 
contributing militarily and 
financially.

Some nations, including 
India, “felt like they needed 
additional authority from the 
U.N. to able to participate,” 
White House spokesman Scott 
McClellan said.

“So we said, ‘We want to 
listen to your concerns, we 
want to work with you and 
we want to look at ways to 
encourage broader inter-
national participation,’” 
McClellan said.

He made plain that the 
United States intends to retain 
political and military control 
in Iraq.

“This is and continues to be 
something that is under the 
command of the United States 
military, working with our 
coalition,” he said.

U.S. civilian administra-
tor for Iraq, L. Paul Bremer, 
and the U.S.-led Coalition 
Provisional Authority are 
“overseeing our efforts in 
Iraq and they will continue 
to oversee our efforts in Iraq,” 
McClellan said. “We want to 
encourage more countries to 
participate.”

Sen. Chuck Hagel, R-Neb., 
warned that there must “be 
meaningful responsibil-
ity for each of these other 
countries.”

“They’re not going to 
assign combat troops to this 
effort under the command 
of an American general and 
not have any further role in 
Iraq,” said Hagel, a member 
of Foreign Relations and 
Intelligence committees and 
one of the leading advocates 
for greater international role 
in Iraq. Hagel said he spoke 
with Powell Wednesday 
morning.

Hagel said the new resolu-
tion “would obviously indi-
cate what additional respon-
sibilities other nations would 
have, as well as the U.N. and 
Iraq.”

It “would take away this 
perception, unfortunately, 
that is in the Middle East and 
around the world that this 
is an American mission in 
Iraq.”

House Democratic leader 
Nancy Pelosi of California 
called the effort toward a new 
resolution “a welcome admis-
sion that the current policy is 
not realistic and not sustain-
able.”

After Powell and 
Negroponte complete their 
soundings, the administration 
will make a final decision on 
the text of a resolution, hop-
ing to submit it to the Security 
Council before Bush speaks 
in three weeks to the U.N. 
General Assembly.

Bush authorized Powell to 
begin the negotiations dur-
ing a meeting Tuesday at the 
White House.

Continued from page 1

Voting: Mayor 
urges student voting
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Ridge: Mexican IDs 
have security problems

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Businesses and cities that accept 
identification cards issued by 
Mexico to its citizens in the 
United States do so at their own 
risk because the documents 
are not fraud-proof, Homeland 
Security Secretary Tom Ridge 
said Wednesday.

The Mexican IDs are under 
review by a White House-led 
panel to determine if they pose 
a security risk and whether the 
cards should be accepted as 
proper identification.

Known as the “matricula 
consular,” the card is issued 
by Mexico’s consulates in the 
United States and shows the 
date of birth, a current photo-
graph and the address of the 
card holder. Many of the cards 
have been issued to Mexicans 
living in the United States, 
including illegal immigrants.

Dozens of financial insti-
tutions accept the cards for 
photo identification when their 
holders open bank accounts. 
Cardholders also have been able 
to use them to turn on utilities, 
check out library books, get 
drivers licenses or other basic 
services in some communities 
and states.

“There seems to be some 
mayors and financial institu-
tions that are accepting it. For 
the time being, they do at their 
peril,” Ridge said in an inter-
view with The Associated Press.

He said the documents are 
easily tampered with and falsi-
fied. The Mexican government 
has made the cards more secure 
and has said it is continuing to 
improve the cards’ security. But 
the FBI said in a recent report 
that the cards remain vulnerable 
to fraud.



store,” Snyder said. “Prices are 
at least half of what someone 
would normally find.”

The sale consists of surplus 
merchandise not sold in stores, 
said SGA Vice President Puraj 
Patel, a junior business infor-
mation technology major.

The SGA held a similar 
sale last year and it was well 
received, so the group decided 
to try it again, Patel said.

This year the SGA aims to 
make $5,000, a significantly 
higher amount than the $1,200 
profit they made at last year’s 
sale. Last year’s funds covered 
administrative costs not pro-
vided by the budget board, 
Snyder said.

Barr-ee Station, a retailer of 
outlet clothing, was sponsored 
by the SGA for the event, Patel 
said. The retailer purchased the 
merchandise and is serving as 
a middleman for the fundraiser, 
he said.

Maggie Cox, co-owner of 
Barr-ee Station, based in Duck, 
N.C., said the sale has gone 
smoothly. 

“It has been wonderful,” she 
said.

Cox has also been impressed 
with the SGA members that 
have been working the event.

“They’ve worked really 
hard,” she said.

Veronica Pugh, a junior 
chemistry major and SGA 
senator, worked during the sale 
yesterday and sees it as a good 
way of making the students 
aware of the SGA.

“It’s a great way for the SGA 
to get noticed, plus we get a 
big discount at the end of the 
week,” she said.

Some students heard about 
the sale from friends who had 
managed some thrifty pur-
chases.

“A friend of mine told me he 
got some good deals, so I just 
decided to stop by and check 
it out,” said Nick Chatham, a 
junior building construction 
major.

Snyder said the sale appeals 
to students who want new 
clothes to start off the semester.

“It’s a great opportunity for 
people to come in and get new 
clothes that are inexpensive.”

The group hopes to have 
a similar fundraiser some 
time next semester, Snyder 
said.

STARKE, Fla. — Paul Hill, 
a former minister who said 
he murdered an abortion doc-
tor and his bodyguard to save 
the lives of unborn babies, was 
executed Wednesday by injec-
tion. He was the first person 
put to death in the United 
States for anti-abortion vio-
lence.

Hill, 49, was condemned 
for the July 29, 1994, shoot-
ing deaths of Dr. John Bayard 
Britton and his bodyguard, 
retired Air Force Lt. Col. 
James Herman Barrett, and 
the wounding of Barrett’s wife 
outside the Ladies Center in 
Pensacola.

As he has since the slaying, 
Hill showed no remorse and 
urged abortion foes to use 
whatever means to protect the 
unborn.

“If you believe abortion 
is a lethal force, you should 
oppose the force and do what 
you have to do to stop it,” Hill 
said as laid strapped to a gur-
ney in the execution chamber. 
“May God help you to protect 
the unborn as you would want 
to be protected.”

Hill was pronounced dead 
at 6:08 p.m., Gov. Jeb Bush’s 
office said.

Death penalty opponents 
and others had urged Bush 
to halt the execution, some 
of them warning Hill’s death 
would make him a martyr and 
unleash more violence against 
abortion clinics. The governor 
said he would not be “bullied” 
into stopping the execution.

Florida abortion clinics and 
police were on heightened 
alert for reprisals. Several 
officials connected to the case 

received threatening letters 
last week, accompanied by 
rifle bullets.

“Paul Hill is a danger-
ous psychopath,” said Marti 
McKenzie, spokeswoman for 
Dr. James Pendergraft, who 
runs clinics in Orlando, Ocala, 
Tampa and Fort Lauderdale.

Outside Florida State Prison, 
extra law enforcement officers, 
explosives-sniffing dogs and 
undercover officers were in 
place to prevent protests from 
getting out of hand. About 50 
abortion and death penalty 
foes quickly left following the 
execution as rain fell and light-
ing struck near the prison.

Hill, a former Presbyterian 
minister, had final visits with 
family members and his reli-
gious adviser stayed with him 
until just before the execution.

Since losing his automatic 
appeals, Hill has not fought 
his execution and insisted up 
to the day before his death that 
he would be forgiven by God 
for killing to save the unborn.

“I expect a great reward in 
heaven,” he said in an inter-
view Tuesday, during which 
he was cheerful, often smil-
ing. “I am looking forward to 
glory.”

Fringe elements of the 
anti-abortion movement that 
condone clinic violence have 
invited attacks on Web sites 
that proclaim Hill as a martyr. 
Members of the mainstream 
anti-abortion movement have 
denounced the calls for vio-
lence.

RICHMOND (AP) — Gov. 
Mark R. Warner on Wednesday 
committed to fully funding 
Virginia’s Standards of Quality 
for public schools in the budget 
he will submit in December.

Warner said his new spend-
ing blueprint will provide for 
the estimated $525 million 
needed to meet the state’s share 
of the minimum academic pro-
gram requirements for local 
public schools from kindergar-
ten through high school.

“This is to maintain the 
baseline of public education,” 
Warner said in a speech outlin-
ing broad principles but few 
details of his “Education for a 
Lifetime” proposal at Virginia 
Commonwealth University.

“Our commitment to the 
overdue revisions of the SOQs 
will eventually mean more 
reading specialists for kids who 
are having problems, better 
prepared teachers, enhanced 
school safety and better use of 
technology in the classroom,” 
Warner said.

Virginia’s Constitution 
requires localities to meet their 
share of SOQs, which are set by 
the State Board of Education, 
but the Constitution also allows 
the General Assembly to revise 
the standards, thereby funding 

it at whatever level it deems fit.
Over the past three years, the 

Legislature’s own studies have 
shown that the state is falling 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
short annually to meet the SOQ 
requirements.

Warner also said he will 
“begin the process” of phasing 
in millions of dollars more in 
revised standards proposed by 
the state school board, which 
could increase the cost by 
about $200 million more at a 
time when state revenues are 
lagging.

The governor avoided link-
ing full SOQ funding to a tax 
increase and said that many 
provisions of his program 
would rely on federal money or 
be “self-financing.”

“We’re saying that in terms 
of revisions, we’re going to try 
to make a start, but we’re going 
to have to see how the budget 
plays out,” Warner said in 
interviews after his speech. The 
actual new spending needs, he 
said, would only be in the tens 
of millions of dollars.

“It means we’re going to 
continue to find ways to save 
money. It means we’re going to 
look at streamlining other parts 
of state government. It’s going 
to continue to mean looking at 
what happens with Congress 
and are we going to get relief 
on issues like transportation 
and Medicaid,” said Warner, a 
Democrat.

Reaction from the 
Legislature’s ruling Republicans 
ranged from warm tributes to 
cautious skepticism.

House Speaker William J. 
Howell said he’d have to more 
closely assess Warner’s SOQ 

funding proposals.
“I can’t say I’m opposed to it. 

We’ll have to see where he finds 
the money. If he puts it in his 
budget, he’ll have to find some 
way to balance it on the other 
side through cuts. He’s looking 
at another tough budget year, 
so it’s good that he’s not too far-
reaching,” Howell said.

Senate Education and Health 
Committee Chairman Russell 
H. Potts, R-Winchester, com-
mended Warner 
“for thinking 
big and stay-
ing true to our 
goals for public 
education.”

“We have a 
situation where 
until we get 
everything on 
the table with 
tax restructur-
ing, who knows 
how much we 
can put toward 
education, but 
are we failures 
if we don’t get 
$550 million for 
the SOQs but 
we get, say, $267 million? No, I 
don’t think so,” Potts said.

Virginia Education 
Association president Jean 
Bankos said her organization, 
the state’s largest teachers orga-
nization, would support what 
will become a major legislative 
initiative for the governor.

“It’s not a matter of getting 
what we don’t have now, it’s a 
matter of maintaining what we 
do have and keeping the sys-
tem up and running,” Bankos 
said.

Warner’s plan won’t attempt 

to raise the salaries of Virginia 
teachers to the national aver-
age, which Warner pledged to 
seek as a candidate two years 
ago. Hopes of achieving that 
milestone were lost in a $6 bil-
lion revenue shortfall and the 
cuts it forced in state spending 
the past two years, he said.

It will, however, provide 
mentors for young teachers 
who often abandon the profes-
sion only a few years into it 

and unspecified 
incentives for 
retaining teach-
ers, some of 
whom take jobs 
outside educa-
tion.

Warner’s pro-
posals call for 
sending teams 
of auditors and 
m a n a g e m e n t 
specialists from 
the Department 
of Planning and 
Budget to help 
local school 
divisions cut 
costs and run 
more efficiently. 

It starts, however, only with a 
pilot project in three districts: 
the city of Richmond and 
Roanoke and New Kent coun-
ties.

All school divisions, how-
ever, will be subject to a per-
formance audit, correlating 
how well a school district’s stu-
dents do academically to how 
effectively the district spends 
money. Results will be made 
public, Warner said.

“Turnaround teams” will be 
sent into the state’s most trou-
bled school districts, he added.

Thursday, September 4, 2003  �  Collegiate Times  �  Page 3

BLACKSBURG PAWN.COM

Warner seeks state funding for schools

by Karin Laub
Associated Press

▪ The Virginia gov-
ernor wants to fully 
fund the Virginia 
Standards of Quality 
programs

    Our commitment ... 
will eventually mean 
more reading special-
ists for kids ... better 
prepared teachers, 
enhanced school 
safety and better use 
of technology in the 
classroom.”

Mark Warner
Virginia governor

“

Former minister executed 
for killing abortion doctor

and say, ‘That’s Blacksburg.’”
The slogan on the shirts this 

year was actually sent in last 
year, but held over for “Orange 
Effect 2003” because they felt it 
was too good to waste, Patel 
said.

“Get out of our Lane” came 
from senior communication 
and English double major 
Bryan Nieder.

“It came to me at 2 a.m. 
during a boredom-induced 
caffeine binge,” Nieder said. 
“What else are you going to do 
at 2 a.m. but come up with a 
slogan for a T-shirt?”

Nieder explained his idea 

for the shirt as like being on 
a packed New Jersey turn-
pike and someone cuts into 
your lane, in this case Lane 
Stadium. “Instead of flipping 
them off, you can just turn 
around and show them your 
back,” he said.

If it’s anything like last year, 
Patel expects long lines will be 
forming where the T-shirts will 
be sold. That is why this year, 
SGA members will be circulat-
ing clipboards with voter reg-
istration and absentee ballot 
forms for students to fill out.

“We want them to get an 
‘Orange Effect 2003’ T-shirt 
and register to vote,” Patel 
said.

by Ron Word
Associated Press

Witness expected to 
back Moussaoui

ALEXANDRIA (AP) — An al-
Qaida captive is likely to testify 
that Zacarias Moussaoui was 
not contacted by the network 
to participate in the Sept. 11 
attacks, supporting the suspect-
ed terrorist’s claim that he was 
not part of the plot, a federal 
judge said.

By testifying that Moussaoui 
was not even contacted about 
the plot, the witness would go 
further than the defendant’s oft-
stated contention that he had no 
role in the attacks.

U.S. District Judge Leonie 
Brinkema cited the likely 
testimony to justify giving 
Moussaoui access to the pris-
oner for pretrial testimony and 
possibly as a trial witness. She 
also granted access to a second 
al-Qaida prisoner who would 
support Moussaoui’s contention 
he was not part of the attack 
conspiracy.

The names of the prisoners 
were blacked out in the order 

written Friday and released 
Wednesday. News reports 
last week identified them as a 
mastermind of the plot, Khalid 
Shaik Mohammed, and Mustafa 
Ahmed Hawsawi, an alleged 
paymaster for the 19 hijackers.

One of the witnesses “sup-
ports the claim that Moussaoui 
was not part of the Sept. 11 plot 
because the defendant was in 
the United States at the time, but 
was not contacted,” Brinkema 
said.

This is the second time the 
judge has granted Moussaoui 
— an acknowledged al-Qaida 
loyalist — access to his former 
colleagues. The government 
has contended national security 
would be irreparably damaged 
and has defied Brinkema’s 
order to produce a witness, for-
mer al-Qaida operative Ramzi 
Binalshibh.

Brinkema is expected to 
impose penalties against the 
government for its defiance, a 
move that could lead to inter-
vention by a federal appeals 
court.

by Larry Margasak
Associated Press

Continued from page 1 

Orange: Slogan 
submitted last year

Continued from page 1

Sale: Event raises 
funds for SGA



WASHINGTON — Amtrak 
would get $1.35 billion in fed-
eral subsidies next year under a 
bill approved Wednesday by a 
Senate subcommittee that gives 
the railroad more money than 

President Bush wants but less 
than Amtrak officials have said 
they need.

The cash-strapped carrier 
has said $1.8 billion is neces-
sary to retain existing levels of 
service, but critics want Amtrak 
to first drop money-losing lines 
and make other changes. Bush 

proposed only $900 million, the 
same amount included in a bill 
the House plans to consider 
this week, so Amtrak officials 
expressed relief at the Senate 
figure.

“Amtrak is encouraged” by 
the Senate bill and will “look 
to Congress to provide an 

adequate level to fulfill our 
needs,” said Amtrak spokes-
man Clifford Black.

The bill would defer repay-
ment, for an additional year, 
of a $100 million federal loan 
Amtrak received last summer.

Separately, the Republican-
led Senate rejected Democratic 
efforts to boost spending for 
disabled students, schools near 
military bases and Hispanic 
youngsters as it worked slowly 
through a bill providing $137.6 
billion for schools, health and 
labor programs for the budget 
year beginning Oct. 1.

Democrats have a pile of 
education amendments ready 
as they battle the GOP over 
an issue both parties would 
like to dominate by next year’s 
elections.

At a meeting with Bush and 
other White House officials, 
top congressional Republicans 
were told the administration 
will submit a “substantial” 
request to pay for ongoing 
U.S. activities in Iraq, Senate 
Appropriations Committee 
Chairman Ted Stevens, R-
Alaska, said in a brief inter-
view.

He and others said Bush 
and other officials provided no 
details on the amount or timing 
of the request. 

But congressional aides 
said the administration 
might request $60 bil-
lion or $70 billion, though 
no final decisions have been 
made.

The Amtrak funds were 
included in a measure provid-
ing $89.8 billion for next year 
for transportation programs, 
the Treasury Department and 
several smaller agencies. It was 
approved by a subcommittee 
of the Senate Appropriations 
Committee.

Initially, Sen. Richard Shelby, 
R-Ala., the subcommittee 
chairman, planned to provide 
only $900 million for Amtrak, 
Senate aides said.

But he agreed to a plan by 
Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., 
to raise the total to nearly $1.35 
billion by trimming almost 
$450 million from agency 
administrative costs and other 
items in the underlying legisla-
tion.

Shelby’s assent illustrated 
the broad support among sena-
tors for Amtrak. 

Though its busiest cor-
ridor runs between Boston 
and Washington, Amtrak 
serves 500 communities in 46 
states.

The passenger railroad has 
received more than $26 bil-
lion in taxpayer subsidies 
since its formation 32 years 
ago.
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Identity theft claims 
10 million victims

Bombs strike train 
in southern Russia

ROSTOV-ON-DON, Russia 
— Two bomb blasts rocked a 
rush-hour commuter train car-
rying college students in south-
ern Russia on Wednesday, kill-
ing at least four people and 
wounding dozens.

The bombs were planted on 
the tracks linking Kislovodsk 
to Mineralnye Vody in the 
Caucasus region. There were 
about 50 people in the third 
car of the six-car train, which 
was directly hit by one blast, 
Railway Ministry spokesman 
Konstantin Pashkov said.

Survivors reported many 
of the passengers were col-
lege students. Many Russian 
universities began their fall 
semesters this week.

There were varying reports 
on the casualty toll.

Dmitry Oliferenko, a 
spokesman for President 
Vladimir Putin’s envoy to 
southern Russia, said five peo-
ple were killed, while Russian 
Railways Minister Gennady 
Fadeyev said in televised com-
ments that six died.

However, Regional 

Emergency Situations 
Ministry spokesman Igor 
Mikhailov said four were 
killed and 33 were wounded 
in the explosions as the train 
was approaching a station in 
Podkumok, a town on the out-
skirts of Kislovodsk, 870 miles 
south of Moscow.

Mikhailov said 21 of the 
injured remained hospital-
ized, eight of them in serious 
condition.

NTV television reported 
that the dead were an 18-year-
old woman, two 21-year-old 
men and a 15-year-old boy.

No group immediately 
claimed responsibility for the 
blasts.

Viktor Kazantsev, President 
Vladimir Putin’s envoy to 
southern Russia, told state 
television that police had 
arrested a man suspected of 
detonating the bombs. 

Police said the suspect was 
injured in the explosion and 
was hospitalized in serious 
condition.

Russia has been hit recently 
by numerous bombings and 
other attacks, which the gov-
ernment usually blames on 
rebels from Chechnya.

WASHINGTON — Even fed-
eral regulators were surprised 
by what the most compre-
hensive government study of 
identity theft turned up: nearly 
10 million victims and a loss of 
$53 billion for businesses and 
consumers last year alone.

And those numbers prob-
ably are low because many 
identity thefts go unreported, 
Federal Trade Commission offi-
cials said Wednesday.

“It is a crime of the times. 
It is a growing crime,” said 
Howard Beales, the FTC’s 
consumer protection director. 
“Unfortunately, a fair number 
of thieves have found it’s a fair-
ly easy way to make money.”

An agency survey in March 
and April of 4,057 adults 
sought to gauge the extent 
of identity theft crimes in the 
past five years. Results from 
the random telephone survey, 
when based on the overall 
adult population, suggest that 

during that period 27.3 million 
people were victimized when 
someone made unauthorized 
charges on their credit cards, 
took money from their bank 
accounts, or obtained a credit 
card or official document in 
their name.

In 2002 alone, the cost was 
$48 billion for businesses and 
$5 billion for consumers.

Beales said the number of 
victims was higher than he 
expected. In 2002, for example, 
the FTC received 161,819 com-
plaints about identity theft.

The commission has set 
up a Web site with tips on 
how to avoid identity theft, 
www.consumer.gov/idtheft, 
and urges consumers to care-
fully review their credit card 
statements each month, destroy 
charge slips rather than simply 
throw them in the trash, and 
check their accounts annually 
with the three credit reporting 
bureaus.

The agency also urged finan-
cial institutions to pay more 
attention to whom they are 
extending credit.

by Sergei Venyavsky
Associated Press

by Jonathan Salant
Associated Press

by Alan Fram
Associated Press

Senate bill grants Amtrak more money
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In “Labor Unions Ensure Fair 
Treatment” (CT, Sept. 2), the author 
argues that labor unions are neces-
sary in the workplace to provide 
workers with a unified bargaining 
voice. 

She points out that unions were 
instrumental in the labor move-
ment of the late 1800’s and that, 
despite the fact that “things are 
going well now,” unions are neces-
sary to ensure that workers continue 
to maintain that the benefits they 
enjoy now do not deteriorate over 
time.

The author was correct on all of 
these points, but I wanted to write 
in to demonstrate that “things” 
are far from being acceptable now. 
Consider: In 1968, the federal mini-
mum wage reached an inflation-
adjusted peak of $7.92 per hour in 
today’s currency, approximately 54 
percent more than it is today.

In that time, worker productiv-
ity has increased 74 percent. If the 
minimum wage in 1968 had kept up 
with productivity, it would be $13.80 
an hour.

According to the U.S. Census 
Bureau in 1999, 11.8 percent of 
people in the United States lived 
below the poverty line, including 
24 percent of African-Americans, 23 
percent of Hispanic-Americans and 
17 percent of those under 18 years 
of age. 

And this in spite of the antiquated 
definition of poverty that the U.S. 
government still maintains.

Many independent organiza-
tions put self-sufficiency levels at 
upwards of 140 percent of the offi-

cial poverty line.
A 2000 survey of 25 cities found 

that requests for emergency food 
had increased by 17 percent in the 
previous year. Thirteen percent 
went unmet.

While I am no expert on the sub-
ject, I suspect that many of these 
changes can be traced to a decline 
in the power of unions in the last 
25 years. New bills like NAFTA and 
GATT have undermined unions’ 
power at the negotiating table by 
diminishing their power to strike.

By removing the tariffs that were 
once applied to foreign goods, these 
laws also remove the primary force 
dissuading factories from moving 
abroad. 

Employers can now more seri-
ously threaten to move where labor 
laws are weaker and therefore costs 
are lower.

In response, unions and workers 
in general are forced to compromise 
their demands. 

Unions have begun to compro-
mise their positions on a national 
level, refusing to endorse candi-
dates other than the mainstream 
Democratic candidates — or to 
demand policy changes in exchange 
for doing so — for fear of aiding the 
Republicans into office.

In this era of decreased union 
power, many communities are tak-
ing on the fight themselves through 
the passage of living wage ordi-
nances. 

These laws increase the minimum 
wage locally to a level that would 
allow low-pay workers to meet 
their needs while working “only” 40 
hours each week.

These laws have been successful 
in numerous localities and campus-
es, including Charlottesville and the 

University of Virginia. 
There is a group in the town of 

Blacksburg starting a similar cam-
paign. For more information, e-mail 
livingwage@vt.edu.

This slide has been going on for 35 
years now, and the most rapid drop 
in the minimum wage occurred dur-
ing the Reagan 80s. 

Wages have been this low for a 
long time now, long enough that 
society has become accustomed to 
them. 

Unions are powerful tools in the 
push for labor reform — one of the 
only tools for turning the tables on 
corporations in a capitalist society, 
and they deserve to be recognized 
as such. 

But what deserves more recogni-
tion is that unions and other labor-
reform tools are not simply preven-
tative measures. 

While we do not live in the 
1880s, all is not well on the labor 
front.

Justin Krometis

Unions more than preventive 

Justin Krometis is a graduate stdent
in mathematics.

   By removing the tariffs 
that were once applied to 
foreign goods, these laws 
also remove the primary 
force dissuading facto-
ries from moving abroad 
Employers can now more 
seriously threaten to move 
where labor laws are 
weaker...”

“   By removing the tariffs “   By removing the tariffs 

Even in jail, women have the right to 
an abortion. 

A woman serving a sentence for bat-
tery in a Louisiana jail was denied her 
constitutional right to an abortion by 
jail workers. 

A lawyer for the cor-
rectional facility said that 
because the woman’s life was not 
endangered by the pregnancy, 
medical workers were not 
allowed to transport the woman 
sixty miles to the closest abortion 
clinic. 

The woman was more than five 
months pregnant when she was 
released from jail and could no longer 
have an abortion.

Even when guilty of violating state 
laws, women who are pregnant in jail 
still have the right to make choices 
about their bodies. 

Having a child is life-changing and 
comes with serious consequences and 
responsibility. 

To take away the choice to 
have or not to have a child as 
punishment for being in jail is unjust 
and ludicrous. 

The country does not need more chil-
dren born to inept parents who don’t 
want them.

The law in Louisiana pro-
hibits using state funds to 
finance an abortion, which was one 
reason that the jail’s representation 

gave for not permitting the woman to 
have the procedure. 

No one was able to disclose infor-
mation on the specifics of the case, but 
assuming the woman did not have an 
abortion, she would have needed pre-
natal care. 

Would state dollars fund her prenatal 
attention? 

Prenatal care is more expensive than 
an abortion and transportation costs 
combined. 

Obviously, the decision not to allow 
the woman to have an abortion was not 
based on money. 

Ironically, the woman in this 
case, according to her attor-
neys, was going to use her own 
money to pay for both the abortion 
and the transportation to the clinic, 
completely negating the reason given 
by the jail to prevent her from an abor-
tion.

The jail workers imposed their 
personal beliefs on the life of this 
woman and only had the ability to 
do so because they were in a position 
of power. 

No matter what position you hold 
in a situation, you can never force a 
woman to have a baby by preventing 
other options. 

Whether in the free world 
or in jail serving a sentence, a 
woman should always have the right 
to choose.

Kate Lynch

Abortion rights still apply 
to incarcerated women 

Kate Lynch is the editorial assistant 
for the Collegiate Times.

Editorial
UNIVERSITY ISSUE 

Student voters provide leverage
The right to vote should never be taken for granted and is vital to Virginia Tech 

students’ abilities to maintain leverage with decision-makers in Richmond.
Given recent events involving the budget and policy changes made by the 

Virginia Tech Board of Visitors, it is apparent influencing politicians is important in 
securing the quality of life and community in Blacksburg.

When last year’s BOV issues were being played out on campus, the 
Student Government Association was a key player in voicing the opinions of Student Government Association was a key player in voicing the opinions of 
students. 

One such example is the “Cut This?” photo op, which helped put the spotlight 
on the university’s budget cuts. 

The SGA is now planning to help students become registered voters and encour-
age votes by distributing absentee ballots.

Registering the students to vote and supplying them the means to do so will be 
another method of protecting our campus and community from poor policy deci-
sions and potentially devastating revisions to state funds.

Putting the ability to vote in the hands of the students is not only a weapon in 
itself but also a defense from those politicians willing to sell out the higher educa-
tional system for cutting taxes, ideology or political favors.

Without being in a position to exercise the right to vote, students and the organi-
zations representing them, like the SGA, will be without leverage and justification 
for lobbying student interest.

The interests of the students can be served beyond the campus by motivating and 
providing the means to vote. 

By getting students registered and providing absentee ballots, the students’ 
power to vote on issues at school will precipitate into becoming involved in issues 
effecting them at home. 

With that said, it is important for students to play their part and exercise their 
right to vote.
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Showdown with 
Arafat a possibility

Blackout linked to Ohio utility center

Schwarzenegger opts 
for speech, not debate

Israel retaliates against 
Lebanon in air raid

WASHINGTON — During 
the hour before the nation’s 
worst blackout, engineers in 
the control center of an Ohio 
utility struggled to figure out 
why transmission lines were 
failing and complained that 
a computer breakdown was 
making it difficult, transcripts 
of telephone communications 
released Wednesday show.

At one point, an engineer at 
the Midwest grid managing 
organization asked engineers 
at the Ohio utility, FirstEnergy 
Corp., to explain why they had 
not responded to a line outage 
reported sometime earlier and 
asked that they find out what 
was going on.

“We have no clue. Our com-
puter is giving us fits, too,” 
replied a FirstEnergy technician 
identified as Jerry Snickey. “We 
don’t even know the status of 
some of the stuff (power fluc-
tuations) around us.”

A short time later, a 

technician at the Midwest 
Independent Transmission 
System Operators, the group 
that monitors the Midwest 
power grid, expressed frustra-
tion with FirstEnergy’s failure 
to diagnose the problems erupt-
ing in their  power system.

“I called you guys like 10 
minutes ago, and I thought 
you were figuring out what 
was gong on 
there,” the 
MISO techni-
cian, identified 
as Don Hunter, 
c o m p l a i n e d , 
according to 
the transcripts.

“Well, we’re 
trying to,” 
replied Snickey. 
“Our computer 
is not happy. 
It’s not cooperating either.”

The exchanges were con-
tained in 650 pages of tran-
scripts of telephone communi-
cations provided by MISO to 
House Energy and Commerce 
Committee investigators and 
made public by the committee 
Wednesday at the conclusion of 
the first day of hearings into the 
blackout.

Executives of FirstEnergy as 
well as other Midwest utilities 
and Midwest transmission grid 
managers were scheduled to 
testify before the committee on 

Thursday.
Separately, the head of an 

industry-sponsored power grid 
reliability watchdog disclosed 
that last year the industry had 
444 transmission operating 
violations nationwide, includ-
ing some — involving failure to 
keep a balance of power gener-
ation and demand — that had a 
potential of causing a cascading 

system failure.
M i c h e h l 

Gent, president 
of the North 
A m e r i c a n 
E l e c t r i c 
R e l i a b i l i t y 
Council, said in 
a letter to Rep. 
John Dingell, 
D-Mich., that 
it was “pre-
mature” to say 

whether the type of violations 
reported in 2002 might have 
played a role in the Aug. 14 
blackout. Compliance with 
NERC’s rules is voluntary and 
carry no penalties. But Gent 
wrote the infractions carried a 
total of $9 million in “simulated 
penalties.”

Although investigators have 
said previously that power 
line failures in Ohio were the 
first indication of an electricity 
grid problem on the afternoon 
of the blackout, the transcripts 
for the first time revealed the 

confusion in the FirstEnergy 
control center in Ohio as the 
utility’s engineers sought to get 
a handle on what was becom-
ing a growing and mysterious 
power problem.

According to previous time-
lines made public, the first sign 
of a problem developed when 
FirstEnergy’s power plant in 
Eastlake, Ohio, tripped off 
around 2 p.m. EDT on Aug. 
14; next, at 3:06 p.m., one of its 
transmission lines failed and at 
3:32 p.m. another high-voltage 
line, known as Hanna-Juniper, 
went dark.

That caught the attention of 
the MISO engineers monitor-
ing the grid from their control 
center.

“I was wondering what’s 
going on there,” Hunter asked 
the FirstEnergy control center 
shortly after 3:43 p.m. EDT. 
The FirstEnergy engineers were 
unsure, but Hunter knew some-
thing was amiss.

“I’ve got to get my calcula-
tor,” he said.

“We’ve got something going 
on,” a First Energy technician 
identified only as Schwartz, 
replied. “I’m going to have to 
take a look and see what’s hap-
pening.”

FirstEnergy grid problems 
have been at the center of the 
investigation into what might 
have triggered the blackout.  

LONG BEACH, Calif. 
— Arnold Schwarzenegger 
was a no-show at the initial 
debate of California’s recall 
election Wednesday and deliv-
ered what was billed as his 
first major campaign speech, 
getting pelted with an egg as 
he waded through a crowd at 
a college campus.

Unfazed when the egg hit 
his left shoulder, the action 
hero peeled off his coat and 
went ahead with a 15-minute 
speech in which he asserted 
that he is running for gover-
nor to give something back 
to a state responsible for his 
success.

“You have such a fantastic 
life, Arnold, you make mil-
lions of dollars to do movies 
and all those kinds of things, 
why do you want to do this?” 
Schwarzenegger asked rhetori-
cally.

“And you know something, 
because everything that I’ve 
gotten — my career, my money, 
my family — everything that 
I’ve gotten and achieved is 
because of California,” he said 
to cheers at California State 
University, Long Beach.

Schwarzenegger said he 
wasn’t bothered by the egg-
ing. “This guy owes me bacon 
now,” he joked later. “I mean 
there’s no two ways about it 
because, I mean, you can’t just 
have eggs without bacon. But 
this is all part of, you know, the 
free speech.”

Several opponents from 
La Raza Student Association 
heckled Schwarzenegger at 
the speech for his past sup-
port of Proposition 187, which 
sought to deny services to 
illegal immigrants. They held 
a sign saying “Hasta la vista 
Latinos,” but supporters 
drowned out the hecklers with 
chants of “Arnold, Arnold, 
Arnold.”

BEIRUT, Lebanon (AP) 
— Israeli warplanes attacked 
suspected Hezbollah posi-
tions in southern Lebanon 
on Wednesday, hours after 
Hezbollah fired shells into 
northern Israel in response to 
Israeli overflights, Lebanese 
security officials said.

Israeli warplanes fired at 
least three air-to-surface missiles 
on the hills near the village of 
Bayada on the outskirts of the 
southern port city of Tyre, the 
officials, speaking on customary 
condition of anonymity, said. 
There was no immediate word 
on casualties. 

An Israeli military official in 
Jerusalem, Maj. Sharon Feingold, 
said the Israeli raid was in retali-
ation to Hezbollah shells that 
landed in northern Israel.

It was the first Israeli air raid 
since Aug. 10, when shells fired 
by Hezbollah killed a 16-year-
old Israeli and wounded five 
people, including an infant. 
That shelling, part of volleys 

fired by the guerrillas to counter 
Israeli reconnaissance flights 
over Lebanon, led to an Israeli 
air attack against suspected 
Hezbollah sites in southern 
Lebanon, shattering an eight-
month lull on the border.

Earlier Wednesday, Israeli 
fighter jets flew over south 
Lebanon, drawing anti-aircraft 
fire from militant Hezbollah 
guerrillas, Lebanese security 
officials and Hezbollah said.

A statement issued by the 
group in Beirut said its air 
defense unit fired at “Israeli 
enemy planes which violated 
Lebanese sovereignty.”

In Jerusalem, the Israeli 
military said Hezbollah fired 
shells that landed near the small 
border community of Zarit. No 
injuries were reported.

An anonomous Israeli mili-
tary source said about five shells 
landed in open areas near Zarit 
on Wednesday. The Israeli mili-
tary said this was the first shell-
ing since Aug. 10.

JERUSALEM — Prime 
Minister Mahmoud Abbas, 
locked in a power struggle 
with Yasser Arafat, insists on 
being confirmed by parliament 
in a vote of confidence, rais-
ing the possibility of a show-
down between the Palestinian 
leaders, a senior official said 
Wednesday.

Abbas initially said he would 
leave the decision on holding a 
vote to legislators. His reversal 
came after mediators failed to 
resolve his dispute with Arafat 
over control of security forces, 
said the official who met for 
several hours with Abbas on 
Tuesday and spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity.

Abbas, who is increasingly 
unpopular, could be toppled in 
a parliament vote. 

His ouster, in turn, could 
throw an already troubled U.S.-
backed peace plan into greater 
turmoil.

The Palestinian prime min-
ister was to address parliament 
Thursday to sum up his first 100 
days in office. 

He has failed in his two 
key objectives — persuading 
militants to halt attacks on 
Israelis and improving the daily 
lives of Palestinians through 
progress on the “road map” 
peace plan.

Many legislators, while 
critical of Abbas, have said they 
don’t want to push him out and 
prefer that he work out his dif-
ferences with Arafat.

Lawmaker Kadoura Fares 
of the ruling Fatah movement 
said parliament would prob-
ably object to holding a vote. 
“Asking for confidence now 
means that he (Abbas) wants 
to use the legislature in the cur-
rent crisis between him and the 
president (Arafat), and this is 
unacceptable to us,” he said.

If Abbas insists on a vote, in 
apparent hopes of strengthen-
ing his position against Arafat, 
many legislators might not sup-
port him.

Palestinian Parliament 
Speaker Ahmed Qureia appears 
to have some discretion about 
deciding on the timing of the 
vote, and was meeting with 
aides later Wednesday to dis-

cuss the matter.
The power struggle between 

Abbas and Arafat intensified in 
recent weeks. Abbas, with the 
backing of the United States 
and Israel, demands that Arafat 
relinquish control of four secu-
rity branches; Abbas commands 
the other four security services. 
Arafat has balked, fearing he 
would lose his main source of 
power.

Israel and the United States 
want Abbas to crack down 
on Hamas and other militant 
groups, as required by the road 
map. Israel’s Cabinet decided 
earlier this week to freeze imple-
mentation of the road map until 
Abbas orders a clampdown.

Abbas and his security chief, 
Mohammed Dahlan, have taken 
some measures, including freez-
ing the bank accounts of Islamic 
charities with alleged links to 
Hamas, but it remains unclear 
whether they would order a full 
crackdown even if given control 
of all security services.

Ahead of the parliament ses-
sion, Israel sent strong warnings 
to the Palestinians.

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Silvan Shalom said Israel 
will not negotiate with a new 
Palestinian government hand-
picked by Arafat, and Defense 
Minister Shaul Mofaz warned 
Tuesday that Israel may have 
to expel Arafat soon if he keeps 
getting in the way of the road 
map.

Mofaz spoke several days 
after Israeli security officials 
again reviewed a possible expul-
sion, and came to the conclusion 
that at present it would cause 
more damage than benefit.

Zeev Schiff, a veteran Israeli 
military commentator, wrote 
Wednesday in the Haaretz daily 
that Israel might expel Arafat 
under three scenarios: Arafat 
refuses to relinquish control 
over the security services, 
Abbas is forced to resign, or 
militants carry out a major ter-
ror attack.

Israel Army Radio reported 
that the United States has 
asked Israel for a clarification 
following Mofaz’s expulsion 
comments.

An official at the U.S. 
Embassy in Tel Aviv, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said 
Arafat is considered “part of the 
problem, not the solution,” but 
that Washington does not want 
him expelled.

Several Palestinian legislators 
said privately that U.S. diplo-
mats have warned them that 
the United States might with-
draw as a mediator if Abbas is 
brought down.

▪ Prime Minister 
Abbas is insisting on 
a vote of confidence 
in the Palestinian 
parliament 
by Karin Laub
Associated Press

▪ The FirstEnergy 
Corp. complained of a 
computer breakdown 
one hour before the 
August 14 blackout 

by Erica Werner
Associated Press

    FirstEnergy grid 
problems have been 
at the center of the 
investigation into what 
might have triggered 
the blackout.”

“

by Josef Hebert
Associated Press



LOS ANGELES — The 
world’s largest recording com-
pany said Wednesday it would 
slash wholesale compact disc 
prices in hopes of reviv-
ing music sales, which have 
dropped 31 percent industry-
wide in the last three years.

The suggested retail price 
on a majority of its CDs will 
be cut by $6 to $12.98, said 
Universal Music Group repre-
sentatives. 

Retailers have the final say 
on pricing, and UMG hopes the 
actual sales price will drop to 
about $10 or less. Consumers 
could begin seeing the price 
changes as early as Oct. 1.

“We expect (this) will 
invigorate the music market 
in North America,” said Doug 
Morris, UMG Chairman 
and CEO. UMG, the market 
leader among the world’s five 
major recording companies, 
said some multiple disc pack-
ages or CD box sets would 
not be included in the 
pricing change.

Officials at EMI, BMG and 
Warner Music Group declined 
to comment. Sony Music Group 
officials could not be reached 
immediately. UMG’s current 
wholesale price for a CD album 
is $12.02. Under the new pric-
ing structure, the wholesale 
price would be $9.09.

UMG’s artists include U2, 
Sting and Jimi Hendrix. The 
wholesale price for CDs by a 
handful of performers, includ-
ing Eminem and Shania Twain, 
will be about a dollar more, 
said Jim Urie, president of 
Universal Music & Video 
Distribution.

The company also plans 
to cut wholesale prices on its 
cassettes and change the sug-
gested retail price to $8.98.

Josh Bernoff, an analyst with 
Forrester Research, said the 
decision to cut prices under-
scores how badly the industry 
has been hurting. “That is very 
significant. That’s basically say-
ing, `We give up,’” he said.

Revenue from album 
sales declined from $14.6 
billion in 1999 to $12.6 bil-
lion in 2002, according to 
the Recording Industry 
Association of America, a 
trade group that represents 
the largest recording compa-
nies. The recording industry 
blames the slump on illegal 
music swapping over net-
works.

How many times have you yearned to 
toss aside your books and go out for a much-
needed night on the town? How often have 
you found yourself stuck inside the dorm, 
absolutely bored with nothing to do? If you 
understand the horror of isolation and anti-
social anxiety, you are not the only one. 

It is a familiar feeling everyone has expe-
rienced at least once in his or her college 
career. It is a feeling of pure helplessness, 
even desperation. What should you do when 
your social life is on the rocks and there is no 
hope of finding a way to entertain yourself?

Well, never fear! Blacksburg is a town 
rich in nightlife, but you must first know 
where to look. There are apartment parties, 
fraternity parties, bars and dance clubs. The 
trick is deciding what atmosphere is right 
for you.

If fraternity parties are your game, I can 

assure you Roanoke Street is the place to go. 
Many fraternities host parties on the week-
end attracting hundreds of people on Friday 
and Saturday nights. 

“Fraternities are a great social atmosphere 
where you can meet a lot of different peo-
ple,” said Devin Perry, rush chair for Kappa 
Alpha Order. “If you can’t go to the bars, go 
to a fraternity party.” 

Fraternity parties are excellent places to go 
to with friends, especially if you are not into 
the downtown scene. These parties are the 
hot ticket in town and young men looking 
for a chance to rush this fall should attend a 
party to learn more about Greek life. 

If you are not a fan of fraternity life, 
downtown Blacksburg is a great place to 
find entertainment. From music to dance, 
downtown Blacksburg offers a wealth of 
bars and clubs.

Among the most popular bars on 
Main Street are Woody’s Baja Bar and 
Grill, Champs Restaurant and Sports Bar, 
Sharkey’s and Hokie House. Other well-

attended bars include Top of the Stairs, The 
Cellar Restaurant, Big Al’s Sports Bar and 
Grille and Rivermill Map Company Bar and 
Grill. 

“Downtown caters to the older crowd,” 
said Michelle Lewis, a senior human ser-
vices major. 

If you enjoy live music, venues such as 
Baylee’s, Attitudes Bar and Café and the 
Lyric host concerts on a regular basis. 

If dancing is more your style, Waterstreet 
Gallery and The NERV are great places to get 
your groove on. 

The nightlife in Blacksburg is healthy and 
happening. 

This is a college town full of fun, frenzy 
and fabulous social opportunities. You can 
dance, drink and live it up with style.

So relax, call a few friends and head off to 
a party this weekend. It is the best therapy 
for the college blues.

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — It’s 
OK to portray the president as 
a wimp, a waffle or a reckless 
Roman emperor.

But if you’re “Doonesbury” 
creator Garry Trudeau 
and you mention the “M” 
word — as in masturbation 
— editors will pull your 
strip.

Characters in Sunday’s 
strip discuss a recent study 
by Australian scientists who 
found that men who mastur-
bate often in 
their 20s are 
30 percent less 
likely to get 
prostate cancer 
later.

Some U.S. 
n e w s p a p e r s 
have chosen 
to run a sub-
stitute offered 
by Kansas 
C i t y - b a s e d 
Universal Press 
Syndicate.

“We felt it 
was some-
thing our readers would not 
like, and we did not have 
a good reason for running 
it,” said Diane Bacha, assis-
tant managing editor for 
features and entertainment 
at the Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel.

Bacha posted a query about 
the comic on an industry 
e-mail message board and 
received responses from 34 
newspapers. 

Nineteen said they would 
not run the strip, 12 said they 
planned to and three did 
not know what they would 
do.

“To me this boils down to a 
taste issue,” Bacha said.

This is not the first time 
newspapers have refused to 
run “Doonesbury.”

Just before the 2000 presi-
dential election, at least two 
newspapers pulled an install-
ment that accused George 
W. Bush of cocaine abuse. In 
February 1998, at least four 
newspapers refused to run 
“Doonesbury” strips about 
accusations that President 
Clinton had sex with a White 
House intern.

Newspapers do not have 
to notify the syndicate when 
they pull a strip, so it would 
be impossible to know how 
many of about 1,400 subscrib-
ers will decide to run Sunday’s 
installment, said Kathie Kerr, a 
spokeswoman for the distribu-
tor.

Normally, Trudeau doesn’t 
allow Universal Press 
Syndicate to offer substitute 
strips when newspapers have 

“editorial con-
cerns,” Kerr 
said. This time, 
however, he 
agreed to let the 
cartoon’s dis-
tributor offer 
a substitute 
“Doonesbury” 
from Sept. 22, 
2002, she said.

In a writ-
ten statement 
released Friday 
by Universal 
Press, Trudeau 
said the comic 

“isn’t really about masturba-
tion or the cancer study as 
such, but about the shifting 
nature of taboos and the 
inability of two adults to have 
a certain kind of serious con-
versation.”

“Still,” Trudeau said, “I 
understand that the mention 
of certain words per se will 
not be acceptable to some fam-
ily newspapers.”

In a letter to newspaper 
editors, Lee Salem, editor 
and executive vice president 
of Universal Press, referred 
to masturbation as the “m-
word.”

“For some papers, the use 
of the m-word per se, no mat-
ter how deftly it is referenced, 
may cross the line,” Salem 
wrote.
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▪ Editors of several 
newspapers pulled the 
strip because it men-
tioned masturbation

▪ The price cut is to 
help combat a drop in 
music sales in the last 
three years

Latin Grammy 
Awards rock Miami

MIAMI — Colombian 
singer-songwriter Juanes won 
two trophies while Spanish 
singer David Bisbal scored an 
upset during the pre-ceremony 
at Wednesday night’s Latin 
Grammy Awards.

Juanes, who was nominated 
for five awards, took home 
a Latin Grammy for his rock 
solo album “Un Dia Normal,” 
which was on the Billboard 
Latin charts for 65 weeks.

He also won best rock 
song for “Mala Gente (Bad 
People),” beating out Natalia 
Lafourcade, Shakira, Molotov 
and La Ley.

Lafourcade, the 19-year-old 
Mexican singer-songwriter, 
was the favorite to win best 
new artist. 

But the winner was Bisbal, 
who burst on the scene with 
his album “Corazon Latino” 
after winning the Spanish 
equivalent of the television 
show “American Idol.”

“Thanks to all the fans in 
so many countries who sup-
ported me. Thanks to my 
family and friends. Ole!” said 
Bisbal, wearing a white shirt 
and a black choker around his 
neck.

Also claiming two awards 
was composer-arranger 
Paquito D’Rivera for best 

classical and best Latin jazz 
albums.

Producer-songwriter Sergio 
George, who led all nominees 
with six, won a Latin Grammy 
for teaming with Bacilos sing-
er-songwriter Jorge Villamizar 
to write the Miami-based 
group’s catchy cumbia-rock 
single “Mi Primer Millon.”

The Brazilian collective 
Tribalistas won for best con-
temporary Brazilian pop 
album. They thanked the audi-
ence in English, Portuguese 
and Spanish, adding to the 
multicultural feel of the 
awards.

“Thank you very much. 
Obrigado. Muchas gracias,” 
said the trio of Marisa Monte, 
Carlinhos Brown and Arnaldo 
Antunes.

Although they didn’t obtain 
visas to attend the show, 
the Cuban acts Orishas and 
Ibrahim Ferrer were honored 
in the pre-ceremony. 

Orishas, socially conscious 
rappers, won for best hip-hop 
album, and Ferrer, best known 
as a member of Buena Vista 
Social Club, won for best tradi-
tional tropical album.

Bebu Silvetti, the early 
disco pioneer who worked 
in various genres, was hon-
ored posthumously as pro-
ducer of the year. Silvetti, 
59, died in July of complica-
tions from pneumonia.

by Adrian Sainz
Associated Press

    We felt it was 
something our 
readers would not 
like, and we did not 
have a good reason 
for running in.”

Diane Bacha
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
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After correctly predicting 
six of the eight division win-
ners from 2002, along with 
the outcome of last January’s 
Super Bowl, the Guru is here to 
enlighten you as to exactly how 
the NFL season is going to play 
out in 2003.

I figure that with all the 
supposed experts from major 
publications making picks that 
never actually happen, I need 
to give some credibility back to 
NFL analysts.

Let’s start at the division 

nearest, dearest and, ironically, 
most hated in my heart: the 
NFC East. 

My faithful readers know 
I am a diehard Redskins fan 
(always have been, always will 
be), and I couldn’t be any more 
excited about this year’s team, 
including young signal caller 
Patrick Ramsey. 

This year, with a brutal 
schedule, they’ll claw to nine 
wins — but beware the native 
sons of Washington in 2004. 
The Eagles will take the divi-
sion again this year with (and 
I say this grudgingly) a very 
potent offense, but the defen-
sive holes in their front seven 
make them more vulnerable 
than in years past.

The Giants will challenge 
the Redskins for the final wild 
card spot, but fall short despite 
also going 9-7. Dallas will be 

an interesting team to watch 
under the stewardship of the 
Tuna, but they have noth-
ing resembling a productive 
offense as of yet. Five wins for 
the Tuna squad.

Moving on to the NFC North 
division, you basically have the 
Packers, and then everyone 
else. I look for the Packers to 
win the division going 10-6, but 
Minnesota is a team slowly on 
the rise as they’re on their way 
to fixing that putrid defense. 

I’ll tell you this right now 
about the Lions: losing James 
Stewart for the season was a 
blessing in disguise for them 
— he was a terrible running 
back. They’ll win six games 
this year under Mooch and an 
improved defense, but I’m not 
sold on Harrington as a can’t-
miss talent just yet. 

The Bears will compete for 
the honor of being the worst 
team in the league. If they 
break four wins, that’ll be a 
good season for them, but more 
than likely coach Dick Jauron 
and offensive coordinator John 
Shoop will be fired at the end of 
the season.

The landscape of the 
NFC South has been drasti-
cally altered with the injury 
of Michael Vick — this makes 
the Falcons much more vulner-
able. I see the Buccaneers easily 
repeating their victory as divi-
sion champs, winning about 11 
games this year. 

The Falcons and Saints will 
both hover around the .500 
range, because the Falcons 
have a brutal first 12 weeks 
of the season, and no matter 
what you think, it’ll take a few 
extra weeks for Vick to get re-
acclimated to the game after he 
returns. 

The Saints, meanwhile, 
have taken monumental steps 
backward by cutting good 
players on defense for faster 
players. Everyone is hyping 
the Panthers’ defense, but I just 
don’t buy into that hype, with 
the exception of man-child 
Julius Peppers. They’ll get six 
wins.

The NFC West will be an 

The Virginia Tech women’s 
soccer team took to field 
Tuesday night, hosting American 
University in their first home 
game of the year. 

The game marked the inaugu-
ral game at the new Tech soccer 
field. The Hokies christened the 
new facility in exciting fashion, 
with a 3-2 double-overtime vic-
tory over the Eagles.

Tech came out of the gates flat, 
giving up two goals in the first 
six minutes of play. American 
forward Anabel Jimenez netted 
the game’s first goal at the 4:
24 mark. Within the next two 
minutes the Eagles were on the 
board again after midfielder 

Kristie Fontana hit one into the 
back of the net at the 6:01 mark. 

Tech coach Kelly Cagle wasn’t 
pleased with the beginning of 
the game.

“Putting ourselves in a crisis 
during the first seven minutes 
of the game like we did is not 
a good thing,” Cagle said. “That 
is hopefully something that will 
change.”

The Hokies never gave up and 
finally got on the scoreboard in 
the 27th minute of the first half. 
Tech defender Blair Eason hit 
a perfect cross that midfielder 
Emily Barnhart headed into the 
back of the net. Tech trailed at 
intermission, 2-1.

The Hokies entered the second 
half with a fire, taking control of 
the tempo. After some near-

scoring chances, Tech forward 
Jessica Myers got the Hokies on 
the board again by finishing off a 
fast break in the 54th minute.

The remainder of the second 
half was a defensive battle as 
neither team yielded a score. 
Regulation ended with the teams 
locked in a 2-2 tie. 

The first 10-minute overtime 
was a physical battle that saw 
both teams draw yellow cards. 
The stellar defense continued 
and neither team could make a 
dent in the score.

The second overtime mir-
rored the first in that neither 
team could penetrate the other’s 
defense. The game appeared to 
be headed to a tie, until the 104th 
minute when Myers guided her 
second goal past a diving Eagle 
keeper for the game winner. 
Myers was also awarded with 
player of the game honors. 

Cagle was very pleased with 
her team’s effort. 

“We made some tactical 
adjustments at halftime that 
really helped us,” Cagle said. 
“This the best win for this pro-
gram in the last ten years ... I just 
feel so happy for our team, with 
this being such an exciting time 
in our program’s life.”

The Hokies out-shot American 
26-15 for the match and Tech 
freshman goal Mallory Soldner 
recorded a career-high eight 
saves.

Tech, now 1-1 on the year, 
takes to the road for the next two 
games with matches at Miami of 
Ohio and Marshall University. 
The Hokies return home Sept. 
11 to host James Madison 
University.
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Virginia Tech Fencing Club

Fencing Demo

6 Weeks of 
free Lessons

Monday, September 8, 2003 at 7:45

In the Dance Room at War Memorial Hall 

(room 37b)

If your have any questions and/or are interested

but unable to attend, email: fencing-info@vt.edu

For more information also visit our website at: 

http://filebox.vt.edu/org/fencing/index.html

BLACKSBURG PAWN.COM

2003 NFL predictions: Bucs, 
Titans to battle for Super Bowl

Hokies clip Eagles in triple OT

Sports

Rajan
 

Nanavati
The Guru

ANDREW FULLER/SPPS

Senior forward Jessica Myers, left, accounted for two of the Hokies’ three goals against 
American University. Myers and Kathy Holdsworth lead Tech with two goals on the season.

ANDREW FULLER/SPPS

Junior forward Ryan Johnson, right, eludes an Eagle defender 
and retains possesion of the ball.

by Shawn Davis
Staff Writer

JONATHAN DE GUZMAN

See NFL, page 10
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Restaurant & Lounge
1600 North Main Street • Blacksburg, VA 24060

(540) 951-2828

•Krazy Wings

• Salads

• Sandwiches

• Burgers

• Fish

• Shrimp

• Pasta

• Steaks

Chicken Wings
for        each!c

951-2828
Take out also available.

10% off with College I.D.
for regular items only

Monday
Special

Mon. - Thurs
4:00pm - 10pm

Fri & Sat.
4:00pm - 11:00pm

5 min from
VT

come try some of these great items

420 chicken salad
chicken niu

big blue krazy may

28

Any questions concerning 
ads please call the Better 
Business Bureau 1-800-533-
5501.

CLASSIFIEDS
RATES:
33¢ per word and 38¢ 

per bold word, PRE-PAID 
in cash, check, Visa, 
Mastercard, Discover, 
American Express, or 
Hokie Passport

27 characters per line
2-line minimum

POLICIES:
Classified advertisement 

forms are available in 
121 Squires Student 
Center.

The Collegiate Times 
reserves the right to 
refuse publication of 
advertisements con-
taining profanity or vio-
lations of the university 
honor code.

No refunds are available.

DEADLINES:
Two business days prior 

to publication by 3 p.m.

Collegiate Times office 
hours are 10:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday.

Automotive
Jimʼs Motorcycle Service

951-5185
http://www.swva.net/jims-

motorcycle

Help Wanted
TUTOR WANTED

upper-class or grad 
engineering student for 
help with calculus and 
chemistry. $10 an hour. 

contact mike at 
540-230-5840

NOW TRAINING
Tax Preparers
Call 381-5555

Bartender Trainees 
Needed

$250 a day potential. 
local positions. 

1-800-293-3985 ext 404

A person with Microsoft 
Access expertise to help 

write a database program.  
$12/hr.

 Call 639-1478 to inquire.
NEED CASH?

Blacksburg country club is 
looking for part-time 

landscaping help. Flexible 
hours. contact 

kevin@blacksburgcc.com

Part-time retail sales. 
Tuesday and Thursday 
1-6. Some Saturdays. 

Apply in person to Party 
Central. 1701 S. Main St. 

between 10 and 3. 
Ask for Steve. 

Responsible, experienced 
babysitter needed during 
VT home football games 
for 8 month old son of VT 
alumni.  $8/hr.  Email re-

sume and references with 
“Babysitter/VT” in the
 subject line to Tina: 

tnad@aol.com

For Sale
VirginiaText.com
Buy/Sell Anything!

Textbooks, Furniture, 
Electronics, Computer 

Equipment

  1994 TOYOTA TERCEL  
140,000 miles 4-sp 

Manual, 2 dr, A/C, rear 
defrost, AM/FM cassette, 
good condition, handles 
well in snow, excellent 

gas mileage $2,000 neg.  
Call 961-1484 or e-mail 

benandcori@hotmail.com
Plums  $2.00/gallon.
Apples  $6.00/bushel
Cider  $2.50/gallon

1.2 miles on Mt. Tabor Rd.  
552-3683  Call ahead.

POLICE IMPOUNDS!
Cars/Trucks/SUVs from 
$500!  For listings
800-719-3001 x7543

HALLOWEEN 
COSTUMES, WIGS, 

MAKE-UP AND 
ACCESSORIES.  SHOP 

EARLY FOR BEST 
SELECTION.  

PARTY CENTRAL
1701 S. MAIN.

For Sale
LEIS, GRASS SKIRTS, 

FACE PAINT AND MARDI 
GRAS BEADS.  

PARTY CENTRAL 
1701 S. MAIN ST.

953-1170

Greek Notes Greek Notes

ΘΞΘΞΘΞΘΞΘΞΘΞΘΞΘΞΘ 
Theta XI Caribbean

Dance Party This Friday 
10 til 2 Call 951-4888 for 

sober riders and info 208 
Upland Road tech ID list 

yes/no byob
ΘΞΘΞΘΞΘΞΘΞΘΘΞΘΞΘΞ

Wanted
Seeking to buy 2 lofts. 
Please respond to: 
kap-rice4@vt.edu

A person with Microsoft   
Access expertise to help 

write a database program. 
$12/hr. Call 639-1478      

to inquire.

For Rent
Free Rent

September and December 
rent free.  1-2-3 bedroom 

apartments available.
BT Route/1.2 miles to 

campus.  Windsor Hills 
Apartments. 

Call 1-866-390-6427.

Roommates

Oakbridge Apartment,
5-Minute walk to campus.

Female Graduate 
Preferred.

540-391-8750
gethousing@yahoo.com

Roomzzzzzmate Wanted
For 3 Bedroom
 Foxridge Apts.

Call Lee 
 757-894-2034

Notices
ATTENTION 

FRATERNITIES AND 
SORORITIES:

HAYRIDES/BONFIRES:
Walnut Spring Farm offers 

Hayrides/Bonfires all 
during September, 

October, and Novermber. 
Fraternities and Sororities 
should call now to reserve 

dates for Homecoming 
Week. 552-7207

Dialup Internet VT Student 
Account $8.95/mo. 

http://www.blacksburg.net 
961-2086

Travel
Spring Break 2004. Travel 

with STS, America s #1 
Student Tour Operator to 

Jamaica, Cancun,        
Acapulco, Bahamas and 

Florida. Now hiring 
campus reps. Call for 

group discounts. 
Information/Reservations 

1-800-648-4849 or 
www.ststravel.com.

WINTER AND 
SPRING BREAK 

Ski & Beach Trips on sale 
now! www. sunchase.com 

or call 1-800-sunchase   
today!

Rides
www.Hooptieride.com

(540)-449-3748

THINKING ABOUT 

ADOPTION?
L et's help each other.

financially secure, former foster Mom

and VA Tech grad. desires to adopt.

call Kathy at 800-353-3101

or kmc.esq@earthlink.net

Bring a Highlighter and a White T-shirtBring a Highlighter and a White T-shirt

Personals Personals
Much love to you, 
Brant and Sumeet.

Love, 
Big Daddy Puraj

Drake s going down in 
CT Sports Picks on Friday.

-A.J.

Ditto to my roommates 
on what Jeremy said over 
here ------>

-AJ

Alpha Sigma Sigma rush 
event Saturday night at the 

house.  Talk to a brother 
for the full details.

To my roommates:
Sorry I never get to see 
you anymore.  Hope you 
are all doing.  Don t send 
out a search crew for me.  

Everything is fine.

-Jeremy



interesting division to watch 
this year. You have the Rams, 
whom everyone is claiming 
will return to their “greatest 
show on turf” ways. I believe 
that to a certain extent, but their 
defense, in my opinion, is abso-
lutely nothing to get excited 
about. Chalk them up for 10 
wins along with the division 
crown. 

The Seahawks will challenge 
for the division crown with a 
new high-octane offense and 
a very underrated secondary. 
Over by the bay, the 49ers, and 
more specifically, quarterback 
Jeff Garcia, are in worse shape 
than most are leading on, and 
their defense is mediocre at 
best. I say six wins for the 49ers 
at most. 

The Cardinals will give the 
Bears a run for their money 
regarding who gets the No. 1 

overall draft pick in 2004. Poor 
Dave McGinnis — great coach 
in the worst possible situation.

Many know the loss of 
Lawyer Milloy to the Patriots 
is a huge blow to the team, and 
quite frankly, that loss com-
pletely alters my view of the 
top of the AFC East division. 
Before, I was ready to pick the 
Patriots as winning it, but the 
Pats are going to miss Milloy 
more than they realize now. 

The Dolphins will get 11 wins 
pretty easily, and Ricky Williams 
will challenge for 2,000 yards 
rushing. I still like the Pats get-
ting nine or 10 wins. 

The Bills loss of Peerless Price 
is major, especially consider-
ing Drew Bledsoe was simply 
mediocre during his last six or 
seven games of 2002. I see them 
challenging for the wild card 
this season but falling short. 

As for the New York Jets, 
they better start looking for a 

quarterback fast, because fans 
will be howling in disgust when 
they see Vinny Testaverde try to 
play in a west-coast offense. If 
Vinny plays all 16 games this 
year, the Jets will be the worst 
team in the AFC.

Truthfully, I’m not impressed 
by any team in the AFC North 
division. These are no longer 
your dad’s Pittsburgh Steelers, 
and while they may have some 
damn good wide receivers, I 
don’t think Tommy Maddox is 
a championship-caliber quar-
terback. Plus, the loss of Joey 
Porter is major — he is the best 
player on the team.

I’m not buying into any 
hype about the Ravens quick 
turnaround, and I’ll say it now: 
quarterback Kyle Boller and 
linebacker Terrell Suggs will be 
major draft busts when we look 
back five years from now. Seven 
wins at the very maximum.

The Browns, on the other 

hand, have the potential to do 
some damage during the regu-
lar season, even though they 
have huge holes on defense. 
Kelly Holcomb is the ultimate 
system quarterback who fits 
perfectly in offensive coordina-
tor Bruce Arians’ offense, and I 
believe he has the most talented 
corps of wide receivers in the 
league. The Browns will get 
nine wins, but fall just short of 
a wild card birth. 

While I’m on the record with 
all my readers, let me throw 
this out now: Marvin Lewis 
is an obtuse, stubborn coach 
who tries to cook Peking duck 
on defense when all he has for 
groceries are bologna and cot-
tage cheese. 

I’m glad Lewis is out of 
Washington, and I say he’s the 
next coach in line in Cincinnati 
to crash and burn. However, I 
must give credit where credit is 
due. He got that team moving 

in the right direction by keeping 
IQ-deficient owner Mike Brown 
outside of the personnel affairs 
of the team. Bengals get five 
wins this year.

The AFC South will have two 
great teams, a good team and a 
terrible team — the latter two 
probably aren’t who you think 
they are.

I think the Titans will get it 
together this year, especially 
with Eddie George looking reju-
venated and very strong during 
the off-season, and they’ve still 
got a darn good defense and 
coaching staff. I like them for 12 
wins and the division crown. 

Edgerrin James will get 1,600 
yards rushing and help lead 
the Colts to the most powerful 
offense in the league, but lord 
almighty, that defense is pathet-
ic. James, Peyton Manning and 
Marvin Harrison will carry the 
team to eight wins, but that 
defense will sell out the offense 

on a regular occasion. I see the 
Houston Texans getting six or 
seven wins as well. 

Quarterback David Carr has 
the most poise for a rookie quar-
terback I’ve seen since Peyton 
Manning, and adding Stacey 
Mack along with Hurricanes’ 
monster Andre Johnson will 
give Carr someone to actually 
get the ball to. Meanwhile, down 
in Jacksonville, there will be a 
raging controversy as to who 
should be the Jaguars’ quar-
terback come October: David 
Garrard or Byron Leftwich (and 
for the record, this expert says 
the latter). Jaguars get five wins 
if they’re lucky.

The Raiders will repeat as 
division champs in the AFC 
West, but nowhere as power-
fully as they did last season. 
They’re older and slower this 
year, but they’ve still got weap-
ons galore on offense, includ-
ing wide receiver Jerry Porter 
who’ll approach 1,300 yards 
and 11 touchdowns receiving 
after taking the starting job 
from Tim Brown. 

I think the Chiefs will pick up 
the second wild card in the AFC. 
I believe Trent Green will have 
a huge season this year, some-
where in the 4,000-yard and 
30-touchdown range, throwing 
to a very underrated but dan-
gerous receiving corps, if he can 
stay healthy. Plus, you’ll all see 
Priest Holmes back to normal 
physically, but not the 2,000 
total yards and 25 touchdowns 
monstrosity he was the last two 
seasons, as the Chiefs go to the 
air more this year. 

I like Marty Schottenheimer’s 
Chargers making a run at the 
wild card but falling short as he 
initiates the youth movement in 
San Diego, getting nine wins in 
the process. 

The Broncos will get six wins 
if they have a good season, 
because that defense is terrible, 
and if Ray Rhodes can’t fix it, 
nobody in the game today can. 
I think Plummer will have a 
good, but not great year, and 
Shanahan will finally lose the 
moniker of being a coaching 
“genius.” 

For Super Bowl XXXVIII, 
I’m going with the Buccaneers 
over the Titans. Offensive MVP 
will be Ricky Williams of the 
Dolphins, and defensive MVP 
will be Ray Lewis of the Ravens. 
Lions’ wide receiver Charlie 
Rogers gets offensive rookie 
of the year, and Cowboys’ cor-
nerback Terrance Newman gets 
defensive rookie of the year. 

At the end of the season, 
Jauron, McGinnis and Saints’ 
coach Jim Haslett will be unem-
ployed.

Let the games begin.
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NO STATIC
NO BAD COMMUNICATIONS

THAT’S WHAT YOUR ROOMMATE IS FOR.

$40 Call & Text
• 900 Anytime minutes
• 250 Text messages
• Voice mail
• Call waiting
• Caller ID
• Call forwarding
• Three-way calling
• Long Distance included

Plus, you pick one:
• Unlimited Nights and Weekends
• 1000 Mobile-to-Mobile minutes

S I M P L I C I T Y  I S  C A L L I N G
1 - 8 8 8 - B U Y - U S C C  •  G E T U S C . C O M

Airtime and phone offers valid on two-year consumer service agreements of $40 and higher. Subject to eligibility requirements. Customer is responsible for all sales tax. Offers may expire if you change your calling plan. Night and weekend minutes are valid M-F 9pm to 5:59am
and all day Saturday and Sunday. Night and weekend minutes are available in local calling area only. Roaming charges, fees, surcharges and taxes may apply including a Federal and Other Regulatory Fee charge of $.55. All service agreements subject to an early termination
fee. Activation fee is $30. Equipment change fee of $15. Mobile Messaging requires a digital phone and service. Subscribers must be within their digital local calling area to send and receive text messages. U.S. Cellular does not guarantee actual message delivery or delivery

within a specific period of time. Other restrictions may apply. See Store for details. Limited time offer. ©2003 U.S. Cellular.

Text messaging at no extra cost. That's what we're for.

Offer expires Sept. 15, 2003

BLACKSBURG PAWN.COM

Continued from page 8

NFL: Redskins should have good year, earn NFC wild card bid

Rajan Nanavati is the sports 
editor for the Collegiate Times.

Get involved 
with Tech 
sports!

Weekly 
CT Sports 
Meetings 
on Wed., 
6 p.m 
in the 
lobby of 
third floor 
Squires.


