U.N. Human Rights Commissioner

terms Tehran workshop
as successful

TEHRAN- In a meeting with Iran’s Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi on
the sideline of an international conferecne in Geneva to mark the fiftieth an-

niversary of Declaration of the Human Rights Tuesday, Human Rights Com- | N

missioner of the United Nations Mary Robinson told him that the sixth work-
shop in Tehran for regional arrangements for the human rights had been

successful.

She also appreciated Kharrazi’ s address to the conference and said dialog
between cultures and appreciation of different cultural values was important,
IRNA reported. The Iranian foreign minister also said that appreciation of cul-
tural values between nations would be very necessary for bringing world na-

tions closer together on the topic of the human rights.
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Norouz An ancient, everlasting tradition

Persian Gulf blood vein
of regional states

TEHRAN - Iran’s Pres-
ident Mohammad Khatami in
his meeting here Tuesday
with a group of visiting en-
vironment ministers of the
Persian Gulf region expressed
pleasure with the good under-
standing of the regional coun-
tries for protection of the Per-
sian Gulf environment.

He said the threats to the
human life as the result of
polluted environments today
are alot more serious that the
casualties actually suffered by
human socieities in  de
structive wars, IRNA re
ported.

The Iranian president said
that in light of the value of

Iran, Chinato stuay
expansion of economic
cooperation

TEHRAN - Iran’s Ambassador to Beijing Mohammad
Hossein Mala ek held talks in Beijing on Tuesday with the
head of Chinese Chamber of Commerce Y u Xiao Song on

expansion of economic cooperation

countires.

between the two

In the meeting, the two sides exchange views and tried
to find solutions for the current problems hampering Ira-
nian companies and businessmen doing business  with
China, IRNA reported from Beijing.

Welcoming the expasion of mutual cooperation be-
tween Iran and China, Yu Xiao Song said that a Chinese
delegation headed by dupty of China's Chamber of Com-
merce are to visit Tehran in the near future to sign amem-
orandom of understanding in economic cooperation.

The value of trade exchange between Iran and China
exceeded Dlrs. one billion registering an increase of 33
percent in terms of value comapred to the corresponding

period last year.

Iran’s trade surpplus with China

last year exceeded

Dlrs. 40 million for the first time.

The two countries of Iran and China are eager to en-
hance their level of bilateral cooperation and it is hoped
that mutual relations would further expand in the near fu-

ture.

the Persian Gulf region as the
life blood of the Persian Gulf
states, and also because the
whole world is somehow de-
pendent on the resources of
the Persian Gulf a healthy en-
vironment in the region
would benefit both the Per-
sian Gulf states and the rest of
the world.

Kharraz:

Khatami  expressed his
happiness  with the in-
cumbency of the Environ-
ment Protection Organization
of Iran by a capable Muslim
lady and expressed con-
fidence that the Islamic Re-
public would shortly dem-
onstrate its progress in the
area of the environment.

In the same meeting head
of Iran's Environment Pro-
tection Organization Dr. Mas-
soumeh Ebtekar observed that
the signing of the fourth pro-
tocol for controlling extra-
territorial dumping of haz-
ardous wastes was a big step
forward in the interest of the
regional environment.

Muslim world upholds
liberty, justice and faith

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
ister Kamal Kharrazi said in
Geneva on Tuesday that the
Islamic world upholds liberty,
justice and faith as basic pil-
lars of humanity, seeks unity
in diversity, and enjoins dig-
nity, participation and di-
alogue.

Kharrazi, who was speak-
ing at a ceremony marking
50th anniversary of the World
Human Rights Declaration in
Geneva on Tuesday said the
world of Islam is particularly
prepared for exchange of con-
tinuous, persistent and sys
tematic dialogue, IRNA re-
ported.

As deliberations of the
Tehran OIC summit dem-
onstrate, Islamic states are
aware of their contributions to
the culture and civilization
of the West, he added.

He rejected absolutist ap-
proach, which contends any
attempt to incorporate culture,

.:- i o

Townsthro

ughout country ready
to welcome Norouz guests

TEHRAN - All cities
throughout the country, either
rich in historical monuments
or other tourist attractions,
have already been prepared to
warmly receive the new year

guests. Provincial capital cit-
ies and magor towns, from
north to south and from east
to west, from 7,000-year old
ancient ‘Sialk’ hillsin Kashan
to historical monuments in

Hamedan, are all prepared for
Norouz travellers. Hamedan
Province in west of Iran with
its 800 historica monuments
and sites of tourist attraction,
is aso awaiting the visitors.

history and religion into eval-
uation of human rights as det-
rimental to the fate of the dec-
laration. Relativism, it
alleges, could yield to the di-
lution of human rights prin-
ciples and to its eventual re-
gression. The other side holds
that the declaration is the
product of Western mind and
culture and is alien to ther
thought and tradition and
particularly to those to the or-
ient, he sad.

Rights and re-
sponsihilities are not two dif-
ferent abstract and opposite
subjects but are in comple-
mentary relationship, said
Kharrazi adding that societies
disintegrate in the absence of
morality.

He said that it is possible
to seek an improved apprecia-
tion of the declaration’s con-
tents which converge views
stemming from various cul-
tural, historical and religious
backgrounds into a common
interpretation, thus elevating
the declaration to true uni-
versadlity. He said that good
will, open minds and hearts,
flexibility and forsightedness
are the key to a simple and
logical compromise between
the two diametricaly op-
posing views. Above dl, they
demand continuous, per-
sistent and systematic di-
alogue, he added.

This century will be rec-
ognized as a century which
will lead to a more peaceful
and just world for the pre-
ceding generations, said
Kharrazi adding that this view
may be judged as excessively
optimistic or even idealistic.
It runs counter to and chal-
lenges the epocalyptic view
that civilizations are reaching
a climax and that a show-
down isimminent, he added.

“A clash between civiliza-
tions may not be entirely dis-
carded but is a choice rather

than destiny and we need not
and should not opt for that
choice,” continued Kharrazi.
“we should, in that stead, re-
sort to dialogue and strive to
enhance understanding.”

Few other areas, he went
on to say, are so revealing of
this paradox as the unending
debate on human rights and
responsibilities, commented
Kharrazi adding that we are
today commemorating the
golden jubilee of the uni-
versal Declaration of Human
Rights.

“We are nearing the end
of a century, which has been
marked by perpetual contra-
dictions and conflicts. Hu-
manity has witnessed and ex-
perienced in full contrast the
prevalence of war and peace,
repression and justice, brutal-
ity and compassion, in-
tolerance and lenience, cor-
ruption and  correctness,
despotism and freedom tur-
moil and serenity, sacrilege
and sanctity. The human race
has aso been bewildered by
the astonishing advent of sci-
ence and technology which
has enigmatically atered its
view of the world and its style
of life, and has effected its be-
havior with its definite power
and peril.”

“Through al this, has
emerged a heightened stage
of awareness and rationality
and a sharpened focus on
man’s nature and his materia
and spiritual needs and re-
quirements. Utter divergence
and incongruity, reminiscent
and symbolic of a period of
uncertainties, is at last giving
way to an erawhere mind and
spirit can reconcile and man
can retrieve and reestablish its
real sdlf. This century will be
recognized, | believe, as a
century which will lead to a
more peaceful and just world
for the proceeding genera
tions.”

TEHRAN - People believe
that the renewed germination
of the vegetation that ‘ springs
forth from the bare earth her-
alds an auspicious new year.
This is the same reason that
they celebrate Norouz with
prayers and supplications to
the Creator.

It is an ancient heritage
which requires a cultura per-
ception so that one can learn
what exactly is the basis for
such along-lasting tradition.

No doubt, the creation of
man is the most wonderful and
splendid of al the creations of
the universe.

In the bygone days, the Ira-
nians believed that the be
ginning of the season of the
spring and the onset of Norouz
or the ‘New Year', was the day
on which the first human being
Adam (peace be upon him)
was created. Norouz isthefirst
day of the Iranian cdendar
month of Farvardin, (beginning
March 21).

The basis for the feasts in

the culture of the Iranians is
deeply rooted in their religion,
50 that from the old days until
now the customs of Norouz
continues to be celebrated eve-
ryyear. )
In the Iranian culture as
well as in the culture of other
nations, the number of seven
has been somehow considered
to be auspicious and o is to-
day. It is believed that the
heavens have seven layers and
30 has the earth, and there are
seven angels guarding them.

With the approach of the
new year, lranians get their ta-
bles ready with seven articles
that symbolize the triumph of
good over evil. The seven ar-
ticles comprise vinegar, apple,

Iran calls for formation of Muslim

women'’ s organization

-
==

garlic, wild olive, sumac, juice
of germinating wheat or malt
mixed with flour and brought
to a consistency and a dish of
specidly raised wheat or other
seeds, all beginning with the
Persian letter ‘s'.

The new Iranian calendar
year , 1377, symbolizes tiger
which as the third sign in 12-
year cycle in the oriental Zo-
diac, is a symbol of power,
passion and daring. This fear-
less and fiery fighter is re-
vered as the sign that wards
off the three main disaster of

?_—_

TEHRAN - Secretary-General of Iranian Women’s Solidarity Organiza-
tion Fatemeh Hashemi in ameeting in Doha on Tuesday with the foreign min-
sters of Syria, Kuwait and Qatar called for formation of a universal Muslim
women’s organization.

Hashemi expressed concern over the problems hampering the status of
women in the world of Isam and their absence in the international fora,
IRNA reported. She also called for fulfillment of the resolutions approved in
the 8th OIC summit in Tehran with regards to women affairs.

The foreign ministers of Syria and Kuwait underscored the need to sup-
port the current efforts to form world Muslim women'’ s organization.

They also praised Iranian women'’ s success and their active presencein all
political and social arena.

cem

a household: fire, thieves and
ghosts.

Zodiac is the imaginary
belt in the celestia sphere, ex-
tending about 8 degree on ei-
ther side of the ecliptic, the ap-
parent path of the sun among
the stars.

It is believed that the zo-
diacal signs originated in Mes-
opotamia as early as 2000
B.C. According to the Chinese
the signs are caled rat, ox, ti-
ger, hare, dragon, serpent,
horse, sheep, monkey, hen,
dog and pig.

President lauds services of
municipality officials

TEHRAN - Over 50 de-
velopment, cultural and sports
projects were put into opera
tion simultaneously in the
presence of President Mo-
hammad Khatami here Tues-
day morning.

The projects, costing ato-
ta of Rls. 140 billion, were
launched in various districts
of the capital city, IRNA re-
ported.

Niavaran expressway and
Golestan cultural  complex
were among major projects
which were inaugurated Tues-
day.
President Khatami then
paid a visit to the complex
which is established to pro-
mote public cultural level by
providing people with re-
cently published books on a
variety of subjects.

Addressing a gathering of
officials of Tehran Municipal-
ity, the president lauded their
efforts in establishing centers
for rendering cultural and ur-

ban services.

He underlined the need
for enhancing such efforts in
abid to offer more expanded
and better services to various
stratain the society.

While visiting Golestan
cultural complex, President
Khatami said inauguration of
development, cultura and
sports complexes can both
change profile of the city and
influence lifestyle of the peo-
ple.

Pointing to the proposals
made in the past to transfer
the capital to other places,
President Khatami said in the
light of various development
plans being implemented in
the city, there is no more
need to change the capital,
adding that life in Tehran has
become relatively acceptable.

However, he stressed,
there is till a long way to
reach a proper and accept-
able living standard in the
city, hoping that through ef-

forts, management and self-
reliance better services will
be offered to the people.

Underlining the need for
more attention to the deprived
areas and sound planning for
offering better services, the
president stated that today
south Tehran is no longer
considered synonymous with
pollution and depriviation.

He further emphasized
opening more cultural and
sports centers for the youth.

Praising efforts of mu-
nicipality officials in the im-
plementation of development
and urban plans, President
Khatami said valuable en-
deavors of those who have
carried out such projects
should be appreciated.

Prior to the president’s
speech, Tehran's Mayor
Gholam-Hussein  Karbaschi
gave abrief report on the pro-
jects completed as well as
those underway by the mu-
nicipality.

ROPM E signs protocol on control of
marine transboundary movement

TEHRAN - The protocol
on the control of marine trans-
boundary movement and dis-
posal of hazardous wastes and
other  wastes was signed
Tuesday in tehran by min-
isters and ranking officias
from the Persian Gulf coun-
tries.

The document titled ‘ Teh-
ran Protocol’ was signed by
representatives from the mem-
ber countries of the Kuwiat-
based Regional Organization
for Protection of Marine En-
vironment (ROPME), IRNA
reported.

It isto be implemented af-
ter being approved by the par-
liaments of the member coun-

lran, Azerbaljan keen
to expand mutual relations

TEHRAN - New Azeri
Foreign Minister Tofiq Zul-
fugarov discussed Tuesday
morning with lran’s Deputy
Foreign Minister for Euro-
American Affairs, Morteza
Sarmadi the opening of new
horizons in  bilateral re-
lations.

The two officias aso
stressed the need to strength-
en ties, in their meeting which
was held at the Azeri Foreign
Ministry, IRNA  reported
from Baku.

Sarmadi said that good re-
lations based on mutual re-
spect with regional countries
and neighbours in particular
are among the priorities of
Iran’s foreign policy.

He added, “in light of
our deep historical and re-
ligious ties we have ex-

cellent attitude towards
Azerbaijan.”
Sarmadi  further said

that under current condi-
tions prevailing in the
world, having good neig-
bourly relations is of utmost
importance.

Calling the meeting a
good opportunity to ex-
amine ways to expand bi-
lateral relations, Zulfugarov
said, “I hope that we could
further strengthen ties be-
tween our two brotherly and
Muslim countries.”

The Azeri foreign min-
ister added, “given the sen-

setivity of our region more
efforts have to be made to ex-
change views between friend-
ly countries and we have to
explore new avenues for
cooperation.”

He also expressed hope
that the two countries would
upgrade their mutua re-
lations to a level worthy of
two Musim and neigh-
bouring nations.

In a separate meeting in
Baku later on Tuesday, Sar-
madi and President of Azer-
baijan Heydar Aliyev in Baku
Tuesday discussed topics rel-
evant to the adoption of a le-
ga regime for the Caspian
Sea. They also reviewed cur-
rent developments in the Cau-

casian region in addition to
the situation in Karabakh, and
agreed to continue with mu-
tual consultations in the fu-
ture.

The Iranian officia who
ison a state visit to Baku was
also to meet with Azerbaijani
Prime Minister Artur Rasi-
Zade, and Deputy Chairman
of Milli Majlis (National As-
sembly) of Azerbaijan Y ashar
Aliyev.

The president of Azer-
baijan told the Iranian envoy
that the presidential election
in Iran last May had dem-
onstrated to the world people
that Iran has the best form of
democracy in the modern
world.

tries. Vice-President and head
of the Environment Protection
Oragnization, Ms. Masoumeh
Ebtekar told the ROPME
plenipotentiary meeting Tues-
day that as a consequence of
expanded industrial and urban
activities, the world’'s oceans
have been increasingly pol-
luted and the marine ec-
osystems are continuously
threatened by the exploitation
of natural resources such as
oil.

She pointed out that de-
spite international efforts and
conventions, the  trans
boundary movement of haz-
ardous substancesisa serious
concern at the globa level.
This trend is particularly dis-
turbing when devel oped coun-
tries deploy their hazardous
wastes to developing and third
world countries, she added.

Stressing that environ-
mental concerns still persist as
major obstacles to sustainable
development, she said the
world will enter the new cen-
tury with the heavy burden of
water, air and soil pollution.

She warned that the ma-
rine environment is in-
creasingly threatened by oil
spills, waste water and chem-
ical pollution and that the in-
tensity of pollution and en-
vironmental degradation is
alarming.

The vice-president crit-
icized the incompetence that
the world displays in re
solving the environmental cri-
ses saying that it is rea
sonable to think that this trend
is a result of the prevailing

materiaistic mentality and
culture of the world.

“This mentalitiy regards
the human being as claiming
absolute control and power
over nature, thus justifying
any aggressive or degrading
attitude towards the environ-
ment and natural resources.”

Turning to the different
perspective provided by di-
vine religions, Isam in par-
ticular, she said, nature is en-
trusted to mankind and
humans are responsible to
safeguard and ensure the
proper usage of natura re-
sources. Referring to natural
resources and marine life as
invaluable assets for the per-
sent and future generations,
Ebtekar said this indicates
how important regional coop-
eration is for the realization of
stability, security and sustain-
able development among all
member states.

The ROPME region is
particularly susceptible to en-
vironmental stress, she said
adding, the daily deployment
of more than 100 ships, nu-
merous port facilities and ail
refineries all exert a negative
effect on the marine ec-
osystems.

The Iranian vice-president
pointed out that common re-
ligion, similar climate and en-
vironmental conditions of re-
gional countries provide a
favorable framework for re-
search and exchange of in-
formation and experience.

She added that joint pro-
jects and activities have been
undertaken and implemented
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successfully indicating a gen-
uine spirit of cooperation and
Islamic brotherhood.

Head of Iran’s Environ-
ment Protection Organization
termed signing of the proto-
col as a significant develop-
ment in line with the environ-
mental protection and security
of the region.

Ebtekar expressed hope to
witness in a near future col-
lective efforts to implement
and actualize the protocol and
to establish a regime of en-
vironmental regulations and
standards, that all those en-
tering the region will have to
comply with.

This regional cooperation
will pave the way for further
security in the region without
the need of foreign inter-
vention, she stressed.

Reiterating Iran's serious
commitment to international
and regiona conventions in
the area and enumerating
steps taken to combat pollu-
tion and environmental deg-
radation in the region, she
said Iran's marine research

centers in Bushehr and Sistan
and Baluchestan Provinces as
well as Hormuz island are en-
gaged in regiona research
programs and activities for
this purpose.

She voiced Iran's will-
ingness and commitment to
regional cooperation in al ar-
eas, environmental issue and
the protection of the precious
common heritage, the marine
ecosystems in particular.

She said that much has
been said concerning environ-
mental  issues at the global
level but necessary action has
not been taken and humanity
faces serious challenges in the
future.

“On the basis of the se-
rious commitment and actions
of member statess, ROPME
can emerge as a successful re-
gional cooperation organiza-
tion, serving at the global lev-
e as a successful model for
the Islamic world.”

ROPME comprises Iran,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,
Oman, Irag, Bahrain and the
United Arab Emirates.
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U.N. Human Rights Commissioner

terms Tehran workshop
as successful

TEHRAN- In a meeting with Iran’s Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi on
the sideline of an international conferecne in Geneva to mark the fiftieth an-

niversary of Declaration of the Human Rights Tuesday, Human Rights Com- | N

missioner of the United Nations Mary Robinson told him that the sixth work-
shop in Tehran for regional arrangements for the human rights had been

successful.

She also appreciated Kharrazi’ s address to the conference and said dialog
between cultures and appreciation of different cultural values was important,
IRNA reported. The Iranian foreign minister also said that appreciation of cul-
tural values between nations would be very necessary for bringing world na-

tions closer together on the topic of the human rights.
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Persian Gulf blood vein
of regional states

TEHRAN - Iran’s Pres-
ident Mohammad Khatami in
his meeting here Tuesday
with a group of visiting en-
vironment ministers of the
Persian Gulf region expressed
pleasure with the good under-
standing of the regional coun-
tries for protection of the Per-
sian Gulf environment.

He said the threats to the
human life as the result of
polluted environments today
are alot more serious that the
casualties actually suffered by
human socieities in  de
structive wars, IRNA re
ported.

The Iranian president said
that in light of the value of

Iran, Chinato stuay
expansion of economic
cooperation

TEHRAN - Iran’s Ambassador to Beijing Mohammad
Hossein Mala ek held talks in Beijing on Tuesday with the
head of Chinese Chamber of Commerce Y u Xiao Song on

expansion of economic cooperation

countires.

between the two

In the meeting, the two sides exchange views and tried
to find solutions for the current problems hampering Ira-
nian companies and businessmen doing business  with
China, IRNA reported from Beijing.

Welcoming the expasion of mutual cooperation be-
tween Iran and China, Yu Xiao Song said that a Chinese
delegation headed by dupty of China's Chamber of Com-
merce are to visit Tehran in the near future to sign amem-
orandom of understanding in economic cooperation.

The value of trade exchange between Iran and China
exceeded Dlrs. one billion registering an increase of 33
percent in terms of value comapred to the corresponding

period last year.

Iran’s trade surpplus with China

last year exceeded

Dlrs. 40 million for the first time.

The two countries of Iran and China are eager to en-
hance their level of bilateral cooperation and it is hoped
that mutual relations would further expand in the near fu-

ture.

the Persian Gulf region as the
life blood of the Persian Gulf
states, and also because the
whole world is somehow de-
pendent on the resources of
the Persian Gulf a healthy en-
vironment in the region
would benefit both the Per-
sian Gulf states and the rest of
the world.

Kharraz:

Khatami  expressed his
happiness  with the in-
cumbency of the Environ-
ment Protection Organization
of Iran by a capable Muslim
lady and expressed con-
fidence that the Islamic Re-
public would shortly dem-
onstrate its progress in the
area of the environment.

In the same meeting head
of Iran's Environment Pro-
tection Organization Dr. Mas-
soumeh Ebtekar observed that
the signing of the fourth pro-
tocol for controlling extra-
territorial dumping of haz-
ardous wastes was a big step
forward in the interest of the
regional environment.

Muslim world upholds
liberty, justice and faith

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
ister Kamal Kharrazi said in
Geneva on Tuesday that the
Islamic world upholds liberty,
justice and faith as basic pil-
lars of humanity, seeks unity
in diversity, and enjoins dig-
nity, participation and di-
alogue.

Kharrazi, who was speak-
ing at a ceremony marking
50th anniversary of the World
Human Rights Declaration in
Geneva on Tuesday said the
world of Islam is particularly
prepared for exchange of con-
tinuous, persistent and sys
tematic dialogue, IRNA re-
ported.

As deliberations of the
Tehran OIC summit dem-
onstrate, Islamic states are
aware of their contributions to
the culture and civilization
of the West, he added.

He rejected absolutist ap-
proach, which contends any
attempt to incorporate culture,
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Townsthro

ughout country ready
to welcome Norouz guests

TEHRAN - All cities
throughout the country, either
rich in historical monuments
or other tourist attractions,
have already been prepared to
warmly receive the new year

guests. Provincial capital cit-
ies and magor towns, from
north to south and from east
to west, from 7,000-year old
ancient ‘Sialk’ hillsin Kashan
to historical monuments in

Hamedan, are all prepared for
Norouz travellers. Hamedan
Province in west of Iran with
its 800 historica monuments
and sites of tourist attraction,
is aso awaiting the visitors.

history and religion into eval-
uation of human rights as det-
rimental to the fate of the dec-
laration. Relativism, it
alleges, could yield to the di-
lution of human rights prin-
ciples and to its eventual re-
gression. The other side holds
that the declaration is the
product of Western mind and
culture and is alien to ther
thought and tradition and
particularly to those to the or-
ient, he sad.

Rights and re-
sponsihilities are not two dif-
ferent abstract and opposite
subjects but are in comple-
mentary relationship, said
Kharrazi adding that societies
disintegrate in the absence of
morality.

He said that it is possible
to seek an improved apprecia-
tion of the declaration’s con-
tents which converge views
stemming from various cul-
tural, historical and religious
backgrounds into a common
interpretation, thus elevating
the declaration to true uni-
versadlity. He said that good
will, open minds and hearts,
flexibility and forsightedness
are the key to a simple and
logical compromise between
the two diametricaly op-
posing views. Above dl, they
demand continuous, per-
sistent and systematic di-
alogue, he added.

This century will be rec-
ognized as a century which
will lead to a more peaceful
and just world for the pre-
ceding generations, said
Kharrazi adding that this view
may be judged as excessively
optimistic or even idealistic.
It runs counter to and chal-
lenges the epocalyptic view
that civilizations are reaching
a climax and that a show-
down isimminent, he added.

“A clash between civiliza-
tions may not be entirely dis-
carded but is a choice rather

than destiny and we need not
and should not opt for that
choice,” continued Kharrazi.
“we should, in that stead, re-
sort to dialogue and strive to
enhance understanding.”

Few other areas, he went
on to say, are so revealing of
this paradox as the unending
debate on human rights and
responsibilities, commented
Kharrazi adding that we are
today commemorating the
golden jubilee of the uni-
versal Declaration of Human
Rights.

“We are nearing the end
of a century, which has been
marked by perpetual contra-
dictions and conflicts. Hu-
manity has witnessed and ex-
perienced in full contrast the
prevalence of war and peace,
repression and justice, brutal-
ity and compassion, in-
tolerance and lenience, cor-
ruption and  correctness,
despotism and freedom tur-
moil and serenity, sacrilege
and sanctity. The human race
has aso been bewildered by
the astonishing advent of sci-
ence and technology which
has enigmatically atered its
view of the world and its style
of life, and has effected its be-
havior with its definite power
and peril.”

“Through al this, has
emerged a heightened stage
of awareness and rationality
and a sharpened focus on
man’s nature and his materia
and spiritual needs and re-
quirements. Utter divergence
and incongruity, reminiscent
and symbolic of a period of
uncertainties, is at last giving
way to an erawhere mind and
spirit can reconcile and man
can retrieve and reestablish its
real sdlf. This century will be
recognized, | believe, as a
century which will lead to a
more peaceful and just world
for the proceeding genera
tions.”

TEHRAN - People believe
that the renewed germination
of the vegetation that ‘ springs
forth from the bare earth her-
alds an auspicious new year.
This is the same reason that
they celebrate Norouz with
prayers and supplications to
the Creator.

It is an ancient heritage
which requires a cultura per-
ception so that one can learn
what exactly is the basis for
such along-lasting tradition.

No doubt, the creation of
man is the most wonderful and
splendid of al the creations of
the universe.

In the bygone days, the Ira-
nians believed that the be
ginning of the season of the
spring and the onset of Norouz
or the ‘New Year', was the day
on which the first human being
Adam (peace be upon him)
was created. Norouz isthefirst
day of the Iranian cdendar
month of Farvardin, (beginning
March 21).

The basis for the feasts in

the culture of the Iranians is
deeply rooted in their religion,
50 that from the old days until
now the customs of Norouz
continues to be celebrated eve-
ryyear. )
In the Iranian culture as
well as in the culture of other
nations, the number of seven
has been somehow considered
to be auspicious and o is to-
day. It is believed that the
heavens have seven layers and
30 has the earth, and there are
seven angels guarding them.

With the approach of the
new year, lranians get their ta-
bles ready with seven articles
that symbolize the triumph of
good over evil. The seven ar-
ticles comprise vinegar, apple,

Iran calls for formation of Muslim

women'’ s organization

-
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garlic, wild olive, sumac, juice
of germinating wheat or malt
mixed with flour and brought
to a consistency and a dish of
specidly raised wheat or other
seeds, all beginning with the
Persian letter ‘s'.

The new Iranian calendar
year , 1377, symbolizes tiger
which as the third sign in 12-
year cycle in the oriental Zo-
diac, is a symbol of power,
passion and daring. This fear-
less and fiery fighter is re-
vered as the sign that wards
off the three main disaster of
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TEHRAN - Secretary-General of Iranian Women’s Solidarity Organiza-
tion Fatemeh Hashemi in ameeting in Doha on Tuesday with the foreign min-
sters of Syria, Kuwait and Qatar called for formation of a universal Muslim
women’s organization.

Hashemi expressed concern over the problems hampering the status of
women in the world of Isam and their absence in the international fora,
IRNA reported. She also called for fulfillment of the resolutions approved in
the 8th OIC summit in Tehran with regards to women affairs.

The foreign ministers of Syria and Kuwait underscored the need to sup-
port the current efforts to form world Muslim women'’ s organization.

They also praised Iranian women'’ s success and their active presencein all
political and social arena.

cem

a household: fire, thieves and
ghosts.

Zodiac is the imaginary
belt in the celestia sphere, ex-
tending about 8 degree on ei-
ther side of the ecliptic, the ap-
parent path of the sun among
the stars.

It is believed that the zo-
diacal signs originated in Mes-
opotamia as early as 2000
B.C. According to the Chinese
the signs are caled rat, ox, ti-
ger, hare, dragon, serpent,
horse, sheep, monkey, hen,
dog and pig.

President lauds services of
municipality officials

TEHRAN - Over 50 de-
velopment, cultural and sports
projects were put into opera
tion simultaneously in the
presence of President Mo-
hammad Khatami here Tues-
day morning.

The projects, costing ato-
ta of Rls. 140 billion, were
launched in various districts
of the capital city, IRNA re-
ported.

Niavaran expressway and
Golestan cultural  complex
were among major projects
which were inaugurated Tues-
day.
President Khatami then
paid a visit to the complex
which is established to pro-
mote public cultural level by
providing people with re-
cently published books on a
variety of subjects.

Addressing a gathering of
officials of Tehran Municipal-
ity, the president lauded their
efforts in establishing centers
for rendering cultural and ur-

ban services.

He underlined the need
for enhancing such efforts in
abid to offer more expanded
and better services to various
stratain the society.

While visiting Golestan
cultural complex, President
Khatami said inauguration of
development, cultura and
sports complexes can both
change profile of the city and
influence lifestyle of the peo-
ple.

Pointing to the proposals
made in the past to transfer
the capital to other places,
President Khatami said in the
light of various development
plans being implemented in
the city, there is no more
need to change the capital,
adding that life in Tehran has
become relatively acceptable.

However, he stressed,
there is till a long way to
reach a proper and accept-
able living standard in the
city, hoping that through ef-

forts, management and self-
reliance better services will
be offered to the people.

Underlining the need for
more attention to the deprived
areas and sound planning for
offering better services, the
president stated that today
south Tehran is no longer
considered synonymous with
pollution and depriviation.

He further emphasized
opening more cultural and
sports centers for the youth.

Praising efforts of mu-
nicipality officials in the im-
plementation of development
and urban plans, President
Khatami said valuable en-
deavors of those who have
carried out such projects
should be appreciated.

Prior to the president’s
speech, Tehran's Mayor
Gholam-Hussein  Karbaschi
gave abrief report on the pro-
jects completed as well as
those underway by the mu-
nicipality.

ROPM E signs protocol on control of
marine transboundary movement

TEHRAN - The protocol
on the control of marine trans-
boundary movement and dis-
posal of hazardous wastes and
other  wastes was signed
Tuesday in tehran by min-
isters and ranking officias
from the Persian Gulf coun-
tries.

The document titled ‘ Teh-
ran Protocol’ was signed by
representatives from the mem-
ber countries of the Kuwiat-
based Regional Organization
for Protection of Marine En-
vironment (ROPME), IRNA
reported.

It isto be implemented af-
ter being approved by the par-
liaments of the member coun-

lran, Azerbaljan keen
to expand mutual relations

TEHRAN - New Azeri
Foreign Minister Tofiq Zul-
fugarov discussed Tuesday
morning with lran’s Deputy
Foreign Minister for Euro-
American Affairs, Morteza
Sarmadi the opening of new
horizons in  bilateral re-
lations.

The two officias aso
stressed the need to strength-
en ties, in their meeting which
was held at the Azeri Foreign
Ministry, IRNA  reported
from Baku.

Sarmadi said that good re-
lations based on mutual re-
spect with regional countries
and neighbours in particular
are among the priorities of
Iran’s foreign policy.

He added, “in light of
our deep historical and re-
ligious ties we have ex-

cellent attitude towards
Azerbaijan.”
Sarmadi  further said

that under current condi-
tions prevailing in the
world, having good neig-
bourly relations is of utmost
importance.

Calling the meeting a
good opportunity to ex-
amine ways to expand bi-
lateral relations, Zulfugarov
said, “I hope that we could
further strengthen ties be-
tween our two brotherly and
Muslim countries.”

The Azeri foreign min-
ister added, “given the sen-

setivity of our region more
efforts have to be made to ex-
change views between friend-
ly countries and we have to
explore new avenues for
cooperation.”

He also expressed hope
that the two countries would
upgrade their mutua re-
lations to a level worthy of
two Musim and neigh-
bouring nations.

In a separate meeting in
Baku later on Tuesday, Sar-
madi and President of Azer-
baijan Heydar Aliyev in Baku
Tuesday discussed topics rel-
evant to the adoption of a le-
ga regime for the Caspian
Sea. They also reviewed cur-
rent developments in the Cau-

casian region in addition to
the situation in Karabakh, and
agreed to continue with mu-
tual consultations in the fu-
ture.

The Iranian officia who
ison a state visit to Baku was
also to meet with Azerbaijani
Prime Minister Artur Rasi-
Zade, and Deputy Chairman
of Milli Majlis (National As-
sembly) of Azerbaijan Y ashar
Aliyev.

The president of Azer-
baijan told the Iranian envoy
that the presidential election
in Iran last May had dem-
onstrated to the world people
that Iran has the best form of
democracy in the modern
world.

tries. Vice-President and head
of the Environment Protection
Oragnization, Ms. Masoumeh
Ebtekar told the ROPME
plenipotentiary meeting Tues-
day that as a consequence of
expanded industrial and urban
activities, the world’'s oceans
have been increasingly pol-
luted and the marine ec-
osystems are continuously
threatened by the exploitation
of natural resources such as
oil.

She pointed out that de-
spite international efforts and
conventions, the  trans
boundary movement of haz-
ardous substancesisa serious
concern at the globa level.
This trend is particularly dis-
turbing when devel oped coun-
tries deploy their hazardous
wastes to developing and third
world countries, she added.

Stressing that environ-
mental concerns still persist as
major obstacles to sustainable
development, she said the
world will enter the new cen-
tury with the heavy burden of
water, air and soil pollution.

She warned that the ma-
rine environment is in-
creasingly threatened by oil
spills, waste water and chem-
ical pollution and that the in-
tensity of pollution and en-
vironmental degradation is
alarming.

The vice-president crit-
icized the incompetence that
the world displays in re
solving the environmental cri-
ses saying that it is rea
sonable to think that this trend
is a result of the prevailing

materiaistic mentality and
culture of the world.

“This mentalitiy regards
the human being as claiming
absolute control and power
over nature, thus justifying
any aggressive or degrading
attitude towards the environ-
ment and natural resources.”

Turning to the different
perspective provided by di-
vine religions, Isam in par-
ticular, she said, nature is en-
trusted to mankind and
humans are responsible to
safeguard and ensure the
proper usage of natura re-
sources. Referring to natural
resources and marine life as
invaluable assets for the per-
sent and future generations,
Ebtekar said this indicates
how important regional coop-
eration is for the realization of
stability, security and sustain-
able development among all
member states.

The ROPME region is
particularly susceptible to en-
vironmental stress, she said
adding, the daily deployment
of more than 100 ships, nu-
merous port facilities and ail
refineries all exert a negative
effect on the marine ec-
osystems.

The Iranian vice-president
pointed out that common re-
ligion, similar climate and en-
vironmental conditions of re-
gional countries provide a
favorable framework for re-
search and exchange of in-
formation and experience.

She added that joint pro-
jects and activities have been
undertaken and implemented
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successfully indicating a gen-
uine spirit of cooperation and
Islamic brotherhood.

Head of Iran’s Environ-
ment Protection Organization
termed signing of the proto-
col as a significant develop-
ment in line with the environ-
mental protection and security
of the region.

Ebtekar expressed hope to
witness in a near future col-
lective efforts to implement
and actualize the protocol and
to establish a regime of en-
vironmental regulations and
standards, that all those en-
tering the region will have to
comply with.

This regional cooperation
will pave the way for further
security in the region without
the need of foreign inter-
vention, she stressed.

Reiterating Iran's serious
commitment to international
and regiona conventions in
the area and enumerating
steps taken to combat pollu-
tion and environmental deg-
radation in the region, she
said Iran's marine research

centers in Bushehr and Sistan
and Baluchestan Provinces as
well as Hormuz island are en-
gaged in regiona research
programs and activities for
this purpose.

She voiced Iran's will-
ingness and commitment to
regional cooperation in al ar-
eas, environmental issue and
the protection of the precious
common heritage, the marine
ecosystems in particular.

She said that much has
been said concerning environ-
mental  issues at the global
level but necessary action has
not been taken and humanity
faces serious challenges in the
future.

“On the basis of the se-
rious commitment and actions
of member statess, ROPME
can emerge as a successful re-
gional cooperation organiza-
tion, serving at the global lev-
e as a successful model for
the Islamic world.”

ROPME comprises Iran,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,
Oman, Irag, Bahrain and the
United Arab Emirates.
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