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Out of this world call prices

Iran 48p

Germany
France
USA
Canada
Australia
Japan

12p
12p

p
11p
13p
16p

Rates are inclusive of VAT
and apply all day every day!

Call PLANET TALK free on

0800 856 2029
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MEMBER OF THE BRITISH JEWELLERSASSOCIATION

Tel: 0171-930 1475
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GROWRANGE LTD.
Prospect House, 67 Boston Manor Road
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M oses & Associates
Associates at L aw, Non-Partnership
Barristers, Solicitors& Notaries
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Road, London W14 (53
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IRVINE, CA 92619
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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING COMPLETE
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING: MUNICIPAL SERVICES
* Wood Frame Houses

* Apartment Buildings
* Commercial Buildings |BUILDING & SAFETY

* Concrete Tilt-Ups * In(;sgec}idon of EARTHQUAKE dam-
; aged Bldgs.
. (F\)’fﬂc;e, Waf%‘v";‘f’f * Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits
anioreing W 0 * Architectural Design Services
Roof Connection * Structural Engineering Services

* Welded Steel * Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Moment Connection Condos, etc... ]

* Compliance with L.A. City |* Civil Engineering Services
Retrofit Ordinance * Find Inspection & Certificate of
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting

Sl (fywapen | * Compliance with Building Dept. Viola-
bogliryiceriylied tion Orders
NSURANCICNNS |+ Conditional Use Permit
* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes
* Representation in Public Hearings

SPECIALIST

16055 VENTURA BLVD., SUITE 725
ENCINO CA 91436
(818) 501 - 1028
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JAMSHID S, IRANI
ATTORNEY AT LAW
1170 BROADWAY, SUITE 510-A
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10001
TEL: (212) 683-7700 FAX: (212)725-1772
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Moyal & Moyal, North American Center
8 Finch Ave. West, Toronto, Ontario MZN 6L 1 Canada
Tel: (416) 733 - 0330
Fax: (416) 250 - 1818
e-mail: henrymoy @ idirect. com, http://web. idirect. Com/~ visacan
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EU for improved ties

with lran

TEHRAN - French Defense Minister Alain Richard said in Kuwait on

Sunday that the European Union would expand its relations with the I1slamic | N

Republic of Iran. Richard, quoted by Kuwaiti radio, added “expansion of
Iran-EU ties is to both parties benefit and further helps the stability of the

Middle East region,” IRNA reported.

Speaking in a joint press conference with his Kuwaiti counterpart, the
French defense minister stated that France does its utmost for prevalence of

peace and security in the Middle East region.

Richard further said that Irag should honor its obligations, abide by the
Security Council resolutions and should release its Kuwaiti prisoners.

TEHRAN -  Vice
President and head of the
State  Administration  Or-
ganization Mohammad Ba
gerian said that the govern-
ment has launched a new
drive which will provide
governors general with more
authority and prepare the
grounds towards de-
centralization.

According to the new
plan, which became effective
last week, governors genera
will act as government's
high commissioners in deal-
ing with provincia ad-
ministrative affairs, Bagerian
said at a press conference
jointly attended by Interior
Minister Abdolvahed Mu-
savi Lari.

Underlining the need for
decentralization of executive
affairs and change in the ad-
ministration structure of the
country, Bagerian said the is-
sue of rendering more au-
thority to provincia officials
which was seriously fol-
lowed in the past two dec-
ades, is given top priority in
President Khatami’'s ad-
ministration.

Khuzestan to

deliver 1,500

tons of shrimp
to market

TEHRAN - The south-
western Province of Khuze-
stan would deliver some
1,500 tons of shrimp to mar-
kets this year (ends March
20, 1999), the deputy head
of the Fisheries Department,
Yasde, here on Sunday
guoted experts as saying.

Per the report from the
department’'s  public  re-
|ations office, Y asa e further
said that 750 hectares of
farms would be allocated to
shrimp breeding this year, a
major jump from the pre-
vious 256 hectares, IRNA
reported.

Shrimp farms would ac-
count for 500 tons of the
province's total shrimp out-
put, the official added.

According to Yasae,
there are 10 centers in Ab-
adan region, run by public or
private sector, which supply
the baby shrimps needed by
shrimp farmers in the prov-
ince.

Vienna, Tehran forging closer

TEHRAN - Austrian
Foreign Minister Wolfgang
Schuesse said “Austria as the
current chairman of the Eu-
ropean Union (EU) presents
a positive assessment re-
garding promotion of re-
lations between EU and the
Idamic Republic of Iran.”
Schuessel told IRNA that ne-
gotiations between the Eu-
ropean Union and Iran's
President Mohammad Kha-
tami in Tehran as well as re-
cent negotiations between
the Iranian Foreign Minister
Kama Kharrazi and the Sec-
retary Genera of the Aus
trian Foreign Ministry Albert
Rohan in New York on the
sidelines of the U.N. Generd
Assembly  brought  about
constructive results.

He noted that the results
of the negotiations indicated
that the EU diplomatic move
for a more closer relation
with Iran was a correct direc-
tion of policy formulation.

He said that the de-
centralization drive will en-
hance decision-making pow-
er of provincia officials and
will enable them to offer
more services to local in-
habitants.

Bagerian stressed that
given the rapid pace of pop-
ulation growth, expansion of
cities and sophisticated po-
litical, security, cultura and
social issues, the country
can no longer be ad-
ministered on basis of old
patterns.

He said that the ob-
jective of the new plan is to
consolidate position of the
high commissioners,
strengthen the role that gov-
ernors general play in co-
ordinating and supervising
over the affairsand  encour-
age further participation in
social, political and cultural
activities.

Reiterating the need for
change in state management,
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Government launches new Initiative
In decentralization drive

Bagerian said that the out-
look towards management
should be changed through
education.

He said because govern-
ors general are fully cog-
nizant of characteristics of
their place of mission, they
could easily identify regional
potentials and thus help re-
aization of the plan for na-
tional development.

Also spesking to re
porters, Musavi Lari said
one of the objectives of the
new plan is to lessen pro-
vincia problems and mini-
mize encounters among
those who wish to somehow
serve the islamic system.

He said that the degree
of authority to be delegated
tolocal officials will depend
on their merit, adding that
ethnic affiliation will come
next.

According to the new de-
cison, governors genera
will be appointed by pres-

Monday.

last year, IRNA reported.

books 0.1 percent.

last year.

18.9 percent risein
price of consumer
goods, services

TEHRAN - Price index for consumer goods and
services in urban areas in the Iranian month of Shah-
rivar (August 23-September 22) showed an increase of
18.9 percent as compared to the corresponding figure in
the same period last year, the economic statistics de-
partment of the Central Bank of Iran (CBI) reported

According to the report, the average price index of
consumer goods and services in urban areas in the first
half of the current Iranian year (started March 21), reg-
istered an increase of 18.8 percent over the same period

The price index for month of Shahrivar was 0.5 per-
cent more than the preceding month, Mordad, mainly
due to the rise in rents (2.7 percent), poultry (14.8 per-
cent) and red meat (3.4 percent).

Price index for Shahrivar also showed increase over
Mordad in other categories such as clothes, fuel and en-
ergy, household appliances, transportation and com-
munications, health care and public services.

But the index for food, soft drinks and tobacco
showed a decrease of 0.6 percent and education and

Meanwhile, according to the CBI report, the price
index for production sector in Shahrivar showed an in-
crease of 0.6 percent over Mordad and 16.7 percent
over the same month last year.

The general index for wages in the construction sec-
tor in the said month registered 1.2 percent increase
over Mordad and 12.3 percent over the same period last
year. The average price for each Bahar-e Azadi gold
coin a Tehran’s main bazaar stood at Rls 421,996 in
Shahrivar, showing an increase of 5 percent over the
preceding month and 10.3 percent over the same period

Schuessd, however,
went on to say that his coun-
try had concentrated its en-
deavors for bringing about a
closer relations between Iran
and EU.

Referring to Vienna
Tehran bilatera relations
specificaly in the economic

sector, the Austrian minister
stated that the recent visit of
the head of the Austrian
Chamber of Commerce Le-
opold Maderthaner to Tehran
was pursuing the same di-
plomacy. Also, referring to
his previous services as the
Audrian minister  of ec-

ident’s decree upon a pro-
posa by the Interior Min-
istry which should receive
approva of the cabinet min-
isters.

Meanwhile, appointment
and dismissal of governors
will be made upon the pro-
posal of governors genera
and approva of the interior
minister and those of the dis-
trict governors by the gov-
ernors and approva of gov-
ernors genera  and the
interior minister.

Previously, officials of
executive bodies were au-
thorized to hire and fire
without any coordination
with governors general.

The new approval aso
enables governors general to
make direct contacts with
senior officials of the coun-
try and discuss with them is-
sues pertaining to their place
of mission.

All judicia offices in
provinces are now bound to
make the necessary co-
ordination with governors
genera in matters somehow
related to public cam and
security.

ROMPE to discuss

Nationwide
eectionsto

be held for
city councils

TEHRAN - The Interior
Ministry said on Monday na-

tionwide elections will be
held in Iran on February 26,

1999 toform city councils.

The Constitution of the
Islamic Republic of Iran has
envisaged the city councils
to administer the affairs of
the cities, IRNA reported.

The city councils are
separate from the municipal-
itieswith wide range of au-
thority.

Applicants are required
to sign up for the elections
by January 3, 1999, the In-
terior Ministry said.

It said the applicants
should be 25 years of age
and capable of reading and
writing with one year record
of stay in the constituency.

Those applying for mem-
bership in the city councils
should resign from govern-
ment posts by November 4,
1998, the Interior Ministry

Nejad-Husseinian:

Extraterr

TEHRAN - Iran’s repre-
sentative to the U.N. Hadi
Nejad-Husseinian said that
the Idlamic Republic con-
siders implementation  of
unilateral and extraterritorial
economic laws as a serious
threat to fundamental inter-
national monetary, trade and
economic principles.

Nejad-Husseinian made
the remark at the Genera
Assembly meeting which
adopted a Libyan-sponsored
proposal calling for the im-
mediate repea of laws that
unilaterally impose sanctions
on companies and nationals
of other countries, IRNA re-
ported from New Y ork.

Without mentioning
Washington, the resolution
criticized the U.S. unilateral
economic moves and its
sanctions against other coun-
tries.

Ngad-Husseinian  said
that the international com-
munity is unanimous that
unilateral and extraterritorial
laws are not acceptable.

Offering statistics on the
growing cases of unilateral
sanctions in recent years,
Nejad-Husseinian said the
nature of these illegd
moves has also changed and

regional

environmental projects

TEHRAN - Vice
President and head of the
Environmental Protection
Organization (EPO) Ma-
soomeh Ebtekar left here
for Kuwait on Monday to
attend the annual session
of the Regional Organiza-
tion for Protection of Ma-
rine Environment (ROP-
ME).

Ebtekar, who is leading
a delegation comprising
EPO experts and officials,
is to chair the meeting,
where participants are
scheduled to prepare plans
and exchange views on
protection of the marine
ecosystem in the region
and on implementation of
environmental projects
during the 1998-2000 pe-
riod, IRNA reported.

Common environ-
mental aspects of several
regions and related ex-
ecutive programs would be
among other issues to be
discussed at the meeting.

Ebtekar is to attend
ROPME governing council

relations

onomic affairs, Shuessel not-
ed that for six years he aso
sarved as the chief of the
Audtria-lran joint economic
commission.He welcomed
exchange of visits between
the high ranking officials
chiefly between the foreign
ministers of the two nations.

Millions of sturgeon fingerlings
dropped into Caspian Sea

TEHRAN - More than 22
million sturgeon fingerlings
were dropped into the Cas-
pian Sea, Managing Director
of the Fisheries Organization
Rasoul Lahijanian said.

Lahijanian said the pro-
ject of raising the fingerlings
in fish farms and then drop-
ping them into the seaisim-
plemented to save the fish
from possible extinction.

As aresult of these meas-
ures, he added the number of
sturgeons in the sea has risen

r/

Iragi private sector.

markets

Kermanshah to be represented
at Baghdad Intl. fair

KERMANSHAH - Industrial units of Kermanshah
Province will participate for the first time in the Bagh-
dad international fair to be held in November.

Director general of the provincia commerce de-
partment Kheirollah Khadem further said that the first
exclusive exhibition of Kermanshah Province will be
aso held soon in Iraq’s Diyalah with cooperation of the

He said that the provincial foreign trade department
will be connected to the Internet in the near future, mak-
ing it possible for the local businessmen and in-
dustriaists to learn of the latest developments in world

Khadem added that a branch of the Exports Pro-
motion Bank and a representative office of the Fund to
Guarantee Exports have started operation in this west-
ern province to facilitate exports of non-oil goods.

\1

to 22 million from the six
million over the past couple
of years.

He said the project to in-
crease the number of stur-
geons in the sea will con-
tinue for a period of 10 years
till the population of the fish
reachesthe desired level.

Lahijanian, adso deputy
Construction Jihad Ministry,
said that excessive and un-
controlled catch of sturgeon
a the Caspian Sea by the lit-
toral states has prompted Iran
to give priority to protection
of the sea’ s resources and this
is why Iran has stopped ex-

porting caviar.

The Iranian officia said
that RIs 160 hillion in credit
has been dlocated this year
for the fisheries sector.

Infrastructural investment
is to be made by end of the
Second Five-Year Economic
Development Plan (1995-
1999) to raise the country’s
annual fish output to 110,000
tons, said Lahijanian, adding
that up to 150,000 tons of
fish can be obtained from
500,000 hectares of ponds
and lakes of the dams.

He put country’s annua
fish catch at 65,000 tons.

Icsty enjoyed sl growdh n Qe

BANDAR ABBAS, Hor-
muzgan - By building solid
infrastructure such as roads,
airports, residential and in-
dustrial townships, in addi-
tion to its indigenous po-
tential, Qeshm island is on
the road to having a strong
concentration of industries,
said the deputy industries
minister for economic af-
fairs Ebrahim Bahadorani.

Touring the island’s in-
dustries, he added, there
have been impressive in-
vestments and good plan-
ning in Qeshm Free Trade
Zone.

Bahadorani further said

that with increase in support
for the local industries, pro-
moting exports and at-
tracting foreign capital, the
Qeshm economy should be-
come more vibrant.

Stressing the readiness
of the Industries Ministry to
support free trade zones, he
sald, “given cooperation be-
tween free trade zones and
industries in provision of
raw material to the newly-
established industries, at-
tracting experts, and transfer
of technology from main-
land to free trade zones,
these regions should witness
sound economic growth.”

session, due to be held in
Kuwait from October 28-
30, and would leave the
country for Seoul, South
Korea, to attend a session
on ‘the third millennium
of development in the
Asia-Pacific region’.
Representatives of
150 Asia-Pacific states
are to study the status
quo of the region as well
as cooperation in de-

velopmental fields at the
spon-

Norway seeks to boost trade links with [ran

two-day session,

TEHRAN - Norway is
being urged by its business
community to re-establish
trading links with Iran, ac-
cording to Odlo daily Af-
tenposten.

It reported that Minister
of Trade and Industry Lars
Sponheim was considering
a policy initiative from the
Norwegian Trade Council
intended to boost business
with Iran, IRNA reported

sored by the United Na-
tions Development Pro-
gram (UNDP).

While in Seoul, Ebtek-
ar would meet and confer
with the South Korean en-
vironment minister and
head of women affairs
commission at Korean
presidential office.

ROPME has seven
members, including Iran,
Kuwait, Oman, Bahrain,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and
the UAE.

from London.

The council was said to
be asking the ministry for an
opinion on a major proposal
to enter the Iranian market. It
suggested that govern-
ment official should now
visit Tehran with a view to
direct trade connections.

The initiative is made in
a Trade Council report that
cites Norwegian companies
largely ignored a call from

lease.

militia

Former captive drivers
thank U.N., Brahimi

TEHRAN - A group of Iranian truck drivers until
recently in the Taliban's captivity, visited the U.N. Teh-
ran office, and thanked the world body, specially U.N.
envoy Lakhdar Brahimi, for efforts leading to their re-

According to the U.N. Information Center in Teh-
ran, the released drivers also asked the world body to
help the group receive compensation from the Taliban
for their confiscated properties, IRNA reported.

The 14 drivers, representing the 60 drivers and as-
sistant drivers released recently, told the U.N. office
that all their properties except their trucks were con-
fiscated by the Taliban, and some were tortured by the

The official of U.N. Tehran development program
who was hosting the drivers told the group that their re-
quests would be relayed to the senior U.N. officials.

Migratory sea birds
arriving in Hamoun
marshland

ZABOL- With the on-
set of cold in northern
Asia the first group of mi-
gratory sea birds, mainly
flamingo and pelicans, ar-
rived in lIran’s Hamoun
marshland in Sistan-
Baluchestan Province, it
was announced here Mon-
day. Khosrow Afsari, of-
ficial in charge of Zabol’'s
Environmental Protection
Department, told IRNA
that according to the cen-
sus conducted by experts
Hamoun marshland hosts
more than 200,000 mi-
gratory birds of 180 vari-
ous species annually.

Hamoun marshland, be-
ing charged from Hirmand
river which itself orig-
inates from Afghanistan’s
central mountains, is the
only marine ecosystem sur-
rounded by lIran, Pakistan
and Afghanistan.

According to Ramsar
Convention in 1976, the
400,000-hectare  Hirmand
wetland is recognized as
the world’'s seventh inter-
national wetland suitable
for migratory birds to live.
Some three environmental
protection posts have been
installed in Zabol, he add-
ed.
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has turned to endorsing
measures with extraterritori-
al applications against trade
and investment partners of
the sanctioned countries.

This ominous develop-
ment which results in vi-
olating sovereignty of other
countries has gained danger-
ous dimensions recently, he
said. Enumerating the losses
that imposition of such
moves inflict on inter-
national trade, he said many
the international conferences
and forums have rejected
such moves.

These reactions dem-
onstrate broad opposition of
international community to
such acts, he pointed out.

Nejad-Husseinian re-

Turkey praises Iran’s efforts
to settle dispute with Syria

TEHRAN - Turkish President Suleyman Demirel Monday, in a message
to his Iranian counterpart President Mohammad Khatami, once again ap-
preciated efforts of the Islamic Republic of Iran in defusing Ankara-
Damascus tension.

In his message, Demirel referred to outcome of meetings of Turkish and
Syrian officials on October 19-20, IRNA reported.

The Turkish president also called for continuation of Iran’s efforts for fi-
nal settlement of the dispute.

torial laws, threat to Intl. economy

ferred to d Amato law which
was endorsed by the U.S.
Congress saying the law was
aclear example of hegemon-
ic extraterritorial moves.

This law is for domestic
purposes and has no place in
international laws. It targets
economic and trade relations
of other countries with the
Islamic Republic, he said.

He added that pressures
on foreign oil companies to
prevent them from making
investment in Iranian oil and
gas industry have proven
useless.

In conclusion he ap-
pealed to all countries to
avoid resorting to such laws
and to repeal them anywhere
they exist.

|ran to expand ties
with African countries

TEHRAN - Iran's Am-
bassador to Abijan, Abdi
Abyaneh voiced Iran’s inter-
est in bolstering ties with al
developing countries, Af-
rican statesin particular.

Abyaneh submitted a
copy of his credentias to
Ivory Coast's Minister of
Foreign Affairs Amara Essy.

During the meeting, Essy
expressed the hope that bi-
lateral relations will further
expand in all fields, IRNA
reported. Meanwhile, Iran’s
Charge d’ Affaires to Niamey
Mohammad Shokrani met
with Niger's Minister of Na-
tional Education Ms. Ais-
sapa Moumouni Sunday.

Lauding efforts of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran in
promoting cultural activities
in her country, Ms. Mou-
mouni voiced readiness to
further promote cultural
cooperation with Iran.

In another development,
Zimbabwean Chief Justice
Anthony Gubbay expressed

the previous government to
stop trading with Iran fol-
lowing a 1993 assassination
attempt on the director of
Salman Rushdi€’s local pub-
lisher.

Aftenposten said that the
report prepared for the Trade
Ministry isthe first officia
confirmation of the business
community’s disregard for
government policy with re-
spect to Iran.

The most recent highly

publicized dissent came
from Norway’s largest in-
dependent oil  company

Saga, when it announced in
June it was interested in
investing in one of Iran's
new round of energy pro-
jects. the signing of an ex-
ploration deal followed in
September.

Middle East Economic

the hope that Tehran-Harare
relations will be further up-
graded in future.

Making the remark in a
meeting with Iran's Am-
bassador to Zimbabwe, Beh-
rouz Kamalvandi, he called
for exchange of judiciary
delegations.

The Iranian ambassador
also met with senior minister
in the Zimbabwean pres-
ident’s office for national af-
fairs, employment creation
and cooperation Ms. Lesabe.

Expressing her satisfac-
tion over the current level of
bilateral cooperation, she ex-
pressed the hope that the two
countries relations will fur-
ther expand in al aress, pis-
ciculture and providing pot-
able water in particular.

In a meeting with head
of  Zimbabwean Broad-
casting Corporation M.S.
Mataniare, the two officias
called for exchange of films
and cooperation in technical
fields.

Digest that week quoted
Saga Vice-President Tor-
stein  Sanness saying Iran
had provided the break-
through his company
was looking for in the Mid-
die East.

In arelated development,
the Norwegian Parliament
during the summer approved
a shift in policy by the For-
eign Ministry aftera  del-
egation visited Tehran in
July. A cross section of local
dailies aso voiced support
for dialog being better than
boycott.

The initiative follows
Norway's exports to Iran
plummeting to only Dirs 8
million last year. This com-
pares with neighboring Swe-
den whose salesin 1997 rose
by 60 percent to DlIrs 185
million.

[ranian young chess players
turn in perfect record

TEHRAN - lranian
players competing in the
14th  world youth chess
championship games in Cas-
tellon, Spain, swept their
opening matches on Sunday .

The competitions were
kicked off on Sunday in
boys and girls groups and in
four age categories of under
10, 12, 14 and 16 years of
age, IRNA reported.

Iran's  Atousa  Pour-
Kashian in the girls under-10
category and Shadi Paridar
in under-12 group won their
matches against Yugoslav
and Australian chess players,
respectively.

In the boys group, Omid

Norouzi in the under 10
years of age category, Javad
Alavi Mogadam in under 12,
Mohammad Hadad Ashni in
under-14 and Ehsan Qa em-
Magami in under-16 were
victorious in their opening
matches.

73 girls under 10 years
of age and 83 under-12 are
competing in the tourna
ment.

Boys have a wider pres-
ence in the tournament with
101 entries in under 10 year
old category, 94 in under-12,
104 in under-14 and 112 in
under-16.

The tournament will con-
tinue for 14 days.
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