
33

T   ◆    H   ◆  E

ALAN
REVIEW

Cl
ip

 &
 F

ile
 Y

A 
B

oo
k 

Re
vi

ew
s

Th
e 

A
ft

er
lif

e 
by

 G
ar

y 
So

to
V

io
le

nc
e/

D
ea

lin
g 

w
it

h 
D

ea
th

H
ar

co
ur

t 
C

hi
ld

re
n’

s 
B

oo
ks

, 
20

03
, 
16

8 
pp

.,
 $

16
.0

0
IS

B
N

: 
0-

15
-2

04
77

4-
3

C
hu

y 
is

 a
 1

7-
ye

ar
-o

ld
 b

oy
, 

bo
rn

 i
n 

M
ex

ic
o 

an
d 

ra
is

ed
 i

n 
Fr

es
no

, 
C

al
if

.A
lt
ho

ug
h 

he
 i

s
tr

ag
ic

al
ly

 m
ur

de
re

d 
in

 t
he

 b
at

hr
oo

m
 o

f 
a 

ni
gh

t 
cl

ub
, 

hi
s 

su
dd

en
 d

ea
th

 b
ri

ng
s 

ab
ou

t
m

an
y 

re
ve

la
ti

on
s 

ab
ou

t 
lif

e,
 f

al
lin

g 
in

 lo
ve

, 
an

d 
re

la
ti

on
sh

ip
s.

A
ve

ra
ge

 in
 lo

ok
s 

an
d 

in
 li

fe
, C

hu
y 

na
rr

at
es

 h
is

 s
ho

rt
 li

fe
 a

nd
 n

ew
ly

 a
cq

ua
in

te
d 

af
te

rl
if

e
as

 h
e 

de
ta

ils
 h

is
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

es
, 

fe
el

in
gs

, 
an

d 
w

ha
t 

he
 le

ar
ns

 a
s 

a 
gh

os
t.

T
he

 p
re

qu
el

 to
 S

ot
o’

s 
po

pu
la

r 
B

ur
ie

d 
O

n
io

n
s,

 w
hi

ch
 ta

ke
s 

a 
lo

ok
 a

t e
ve

nt
s 

su
rr

ou
nd

in
g

C
hu

y’
s 

de
at

h 
fr

om
 t

he
 p

oi
nt

 o
f 

vi
ew

 o
f 

hi
s 

co
us

in
.

R
ea

de
rs

 w
ill

 e
nj

oy
 S

ot
o’

s 
T

he
 A

ft
er

lif
e ,

 a
 c

re
at

iv
e 

an
d 

or
ig

in
al

 jo
ur

ne
y 

of
 li

fe
 a

nd
 d

ea
th

as
 s

ee
n 

th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

ey
es

 o
f 

C
hu

y.
K

im
 M

or
ga

n
C

ha
nd

le
r, 

A
Z

A
lia

 W
ak

in
g 

by
 L

au
ra

 W
ill

ia
m

s 
M

cC
af

fr
ey

Se
lf
-d

is
co

ve
ry

/F
ri

en
ds

hi
p/

M
ag

ic
C

la
ri

on
 B

oo
ks

, 
20

03
, 

21
4 

pp
.,

 $
15

.0
0

IS
B

N
: 

0-
61

8-
19

46
1-

4

N
ot

 a
ll 

gi
rl

s 
ha

ve
 t

he
 p

ri
vi

le
ge

 o
f 

be
co

m
in

g 
w

ar
ri

or
s,

 a
nd

 A
lia

 w
an

ts
 n

ot
hi

ng
 m

or
e 

th
an

 t
o 

be
ac

ce
pt

ed
 in

to
 th

e 
w

om
an

 w
ar

ri
or

 s
is

te
rh

oo
d,

 th
e 

ke
en

te
ns

, w
it
h 

he
r 

be
st

 fr
ie

nd
, K

ay
. H

er
 b

ro
th

er
s

di
ed

 f
ig

ht
in

g 
th

e 
w

ar
 a

ga
in

st
 h

er
 s

oc
ie

ty
’s

 e
ne

m
y,

 t
he

 B
ee

ch
ia

ns
, 

an
d 

K
at

e 
w

an
ts

 t
o 

fi
gh

t 
to

 e
nd

th
e 

w
ar

.

T
he

 k
ee

nt
en

s 
ar

e 
hi

gh
ly

 s
el

ec
ti
ve

 w
he

n 
ch

oo
si

ng
 g

ir
ls

 t
o 

jo
in

 t
he

 s
is

te
rh

oo
d,

 b
ut

 w
he

n 
K

ay
 a

nd
A

lia
 d

is
co

ve
r 

tw
o 

B
ee

ch
ia

n 
ch

ild
re

n 
hi

di
ng

 i
n 

th
e 

fo
re

st
 n

ea
r 

th
ei

r 
ho

us
e,

 t
he

 g
ir

ls
 a

re
 s

ur
e 

th
at

th
ei

r 
ca

pt
ur

e 
w

ill
 l

ea
d 

to
 a

n 
in

vi
ta

ti
on

 t
o 

be
 a

 k
ee

nt
en

. 
K

ay
 a

nd
 A

lia
 a

re
 a

ss
ig

ne
d 

to
 g

ua
rd

 t
he

pr
is

on
er

s 
un

ti
l t

he
ir

 f
at

e 
is

 d
ec

id
ed

. H
ow

ev
er

, A
lia

 is
 s

lo
w

ly
 r

ea
liz

in
g 

th
at

 s
he

 h
as

 a
 s

pe
ci

al
 g

if
t—

tr
ee

s 
in

 t
he

 f
or

es
t 

sp
ea

k 
to

 h
er

.

T
hr

ou
gh

 h
er

 n
ew

ly
 d

is
co

ve
re

d 
gi

ft
, 

he
r 

re
la

ti
on

sh
ip

 w
it
h 

th
e 

B
ee

ch
ia

n 
ch

ild
re

n,
 a

nd
 a

 c
on

fl
ic

t
w

it
h 

K
ay

, 
A

lia
 d

is
co

ve
rs

 s
om

et
hi

ng
 t

er
ri

bl
e 

ha
s 

be
en

 h
ap

pe
ni

ng
 in

 h
er

 o
w

n 
so

ci
et

y.
 S

he
 is

 d
et

er
-

m
in

ed
 t

o 
ri

gh
t 

th
e 

w
ro

ng
s 

ev
en

 i
f 

sh
e 

m
us

t 
gi

ve
 u

p 
he

r 
dr

ea
m

 o
f 

be
in

g 
a 

ke
en

te
n 

an
d 

he
r 

be
st

fr
ie

nd
 t

o 
un

co
ve

r 
th

e 
tr

ut
h 

an
d 

br
in

g 
th

e 
ju

st
ic

e 
fo

r 
w

hi
ch

 h
er

 b
ro

th
er

s 
di

ed
 f

ig
ht

in
g.

Fr
om

 t
he

 f
ir

st
 p

ag
e,

 y
ou

ng
 r

ea
de

rs
 w

ill
 b

e 
ca

pt
ur

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
ex

ci
te

m
en

t 
an

d 
th

e 
su

sp
en

se
 o

f 
th

e
bo

ok
. L

on
g 

af
te

r 
th

e 
la

st
 p

ag
e 

is
 tu

rn
ed

, h
ow

ev
er

,  t
he

 r
ea

de
r 

w
ill

 s
ti
ll 

re
m

em
be

r 
th

e 
im

po
rt

an
ce

 o
f

co
m

pa
ss

io
n 

an
d 

se
lf
-d

is
co

ve
ry

 t
o 

he
lp

 u
s 

th
ro

ug
h 

lif
e.

B
ri

tt
an

y 
Sc

ov
el

M
es

a,
 A

Z

A
t 

th
e 

En
d 

of
 W

or
ds

 b
y 

M
ir

ia
m

 R
. 

St
on

e
M

ot
he

rs
 a

nd
 D

au
gh

te
rs

/C
an

ce
r

C
an

dl
ew

ic
k 

Pr
es

s,
 2

00
3,

 5
5 

pp
.,

 $
14

.0
0

IS
B

N
: 

0-
76

36
-1

85
4-

3

In
 h

er
 m

em
oi

r, 
M

ir
ia

m
 S

to
ne

, 
cu

rr
en

tl
y 

an
 u

nd
er

gr
ad

ua
te

 s
tu

de
nt

 a
t 

C
ol

um
bi

a 
U

ni
ve

rs
it

y,
 t

el
ls

 a
po

w
er

fu
l s

to
ry

 a
bo

ut
 m

ot
he

rs
 a

nd
 d

au
gh

te
rs

 a
nd

 p
ai

n 
an

d 
he

al
in

g.
 In

 th
e 

fo
rm

 o
f p

oe
tr

y 
an

d 
di

ar
y

en
tr

ie
s,

 S
to

ne
 s

ha
re

s 
th

e 
di

ff
ic

ul
ty

 o
f 

w
at

ch
in

g 
he

r 
m

ot
he

r 
di

e 
fr

om
 c

an
ce

r 
an

d 
he

r 
pe

rs
on

al
st

ru
gg

le
 t

o 
co

pe
 w

it
h 

th
e 

ev
er

yd
ay

 i
ss

ue
s 

m
an

y 
te

en
ag

e 
gi

rl
s 

fa
ce

. 
In

 a
dd

it
io

n 
to

 d
is

cu
ss

in
g 

th
e

ex
pe

ri
en

ce
s 

of
 b

ei
ng

 a
 h

ig
h 

sc
ho

ol
 s

tu
de

nt
, 

su
ch

 a
s 

at
te

nd
in

g 
th

e 
pr

om
 a

nd
 h

an
gi

ng
 o

ut
 w

it
h

fr
ie

nd
s,

 S
to

ne
 a

ls
o 

re
ve

al
s 

he
r 

fe
el

in
gs

 o
n 

th
e 

im
po

rt
an

ce
 o

f 
fa

m
ily

 in
 g

et
ti

ng
 t
hr

ou
gh

 h
ar

d 
ti

m
es

.
A

lt
ho

ug
h 

th
e 

re
la

ti
on

sh
ip

 s
he

 h
ad

 w
it
h 

he
r 

m
ot

he
r 

is
 th

e 
pr

im
ar

y 
fo

cu
s ,

 h
er

 fa
th

er
 a

nd
 b

r o
th

er
 a

re
al

so
 a

n 
in

te
gr

al
 p

ar
t 

of
 h

er
 li

fe
.

M
ir

ia
m

 fi
nd

s 
se

re
ni

ty
 in

 h
er

 w
ri

ti
ng

 a
nd

 u
se

s 
it

 to
 e

xp
re

ss
 to

 h
er

 m
ot

he
r 

w
ha

t s
he

 w
is

he
s 

sh
e 

ha
d

sa
id

 b
ef

or
e 

he
r 

m
ot

he
r 

pa
ss

ed
 a

w
ay

. 
To

ld
 w

it
h 

pa
ss

io
n 

an
d 

ho
ne

st
y,

 t
hi

s 
st

or
y 

re
ve

al
s 

th
e 

po
w

er
of

 w
or

ds
 a

nd
 t

he
 h

ea
rt

-w
re

nc
hi

ng
 t

ho
ug

ht
s 

of
 a

 t
ee

na
ge

 g
ir

l. 
So

 w
el

l w
ri

tt
en

 is
 t

hi
s 

m
em

oi
r, 

th
at

th
e 

re
ad

er
 h

as
 a

 g
en

ui
ne

 f
ee

lin
g 

of
 w

ha
t 
it
 m

us
t 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

lik
e 

fo
r 

St
on

e,
 a

s 
a 

hi
gh

 s
ch

oo
l s

en
io

r,
to

 lo
se

 h
er

 m
ot

he
r. 

A
lt
ho

ug
h 

he
ar

tb
re

ak
in

g,
 t

he
 s

to
ry

 is
 r

ef
re

sh
in

g 
be

ca
us

e 
it
 t

ak
es

 t
he

 r
ea

de
r 

on
a 

jo
ur

ne
y 

th
ro

ug
h 

pa
in

 a
nd

 s
uf

fe
ri

ng
 t

ha
t 

en
ds

 w
it

h 
th

e 
au

th
or

 h
ea

lin
g 

an
d 

fi
nd

in
g 

pe
ac

e.

T
hi

s 
na

rr
at

iv
e 

is
 a

 m
us

t-
re

ad
 f

or
 a

ll 
yo

un
g 

w
om

en
, 

as
 S

to
ne

 b
ea

ut
if
ul

ly
 e

xp
re

ss
es

 h
er

 f
ea

rs
, 

re
-

gr
et

s,
 p

ai
n,

 a
nd

 e
ve

nt
ua

l p
ea

ce
 a

nd
 h

ap
pi

ne
ss

.
A

m
an

da
 C

. 
H

ud
so

n
G

le
nd

al
e,

 A
Z

C
on

fi
ne

m
en

t 
by

 C
ar

ri
e 

B
ro

w
n

Su
rv

iv
al

/W
or

ld
 W

ar
 I

I
A

lg
on

qu
in

 B
oo

ks
, 

20
04

, 
36

8 
pp

.,
 $

24
.9

5
 I

SB
N

: 
15

65
12

39
3X

C
on

fi
ne

m
en

t 
is

 n
ot

 o
nl

y 
th

e 
ti
tl
e 

of
 t

hi
s 

th
ou

gh
tf

ul
 a

nd
 h

au
nt

in
g 

no
ve

l; 
it
 i

s 
al

so
 t

he
 p

re
va

ili
ng

th
em

e,
 t

he
 g

lu
e 

th
at

 h
ol

ds
 t

he
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

s 
to

ge
th

er
. 

Fi
rs

t 
w

e 
m

ee
t 

A
rt

hu
r 

H
en

ni
ng

, 
w

id
ow

er
 a

nd
su

rv
iv

or
 o

f 
N

az
i 

Eu
ro

pe
, 

w
ho

 f
le

es
 t

o 
A

m
er

ic
a 

w
it
h 

hi
s 

yo
un

g 
so

n,
 T

ob
y.

 H
ir

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
D

uv
al

l
fa

m
ily

 t
o 

be
 t

he
ir

 c
ha

uf
fe

ur
, 

ga
rd

en
er

, 
an

d 
ha

nd
ym

an
, 

A
rt

hu
r 

fi
nd

s 
pe

ac
e 

in
 t

he
 c

ot
ta

ge
 o

n 
th

ei
r

es
ta

te
. H

er
e,

 A
rt

hu
r 

an
d 

To
by

 s
lo

w
ly

 r
ec

ov
er

 fr
om

 th
ei

r 
tr

au
m

a,
 s

ur
ro

un
de

d 
by

 id
yl

lic
 c

ou
nt

ry
si

de
an

d 
th

e 
co

m
pa

ni
on

sh
ip

 o
f t

he
 m

an
si

on
’s

 k
it
ch

en
 s

er
va

nt
s 

an
d 

th
e 

D
uv

al
ls

’ y
ou

ng
 d

au
gh

te
r, 

A
gg

ie
.

A
s 

A
rt

hu
r 

w
at

ch
es

 T
ob

y 
an

d 
A

gg
ie

 g
ro

w
 u

p 
sa

fe
 a

nd
 s

tr
on

g,
 a

 n
ew

 li
fe

 s
ee

m
s 

po
ss

ib
le

.

H
ow

ev
er

, t
he

 id
yl

lic
 s

et
ti

ng
 h

id
es

 a
n 

un
de

rc
ur

re
nt

 o
f c

on
fi
ne

m
en

t.
 E

ac
h 

ch
ar

ac
te

r 
is

 tr
ap

pe
d 

in
 h

is
or

 h
er

 o
w

n 
in

di
vi

du
al

 w
ay

. A
s 

a 
te

en
, A

gg
ie

 f
in

ds
 h

er
se

lf
 p

re
gn

an
t.

 T
he

 e
ve

nt
s 

br
ou

gh
t 
on

 b
y 

th
e

pr
eg

na
nc

y 
te

ar
 a

pa
rt

 b
ot

h 
fa

m
ili

es
. A

gg
ie

 is
 d

is
pa

tc
he

d 
to

 a
 h

om
e 

fo
r 

un
w

ed
 m

ot
he

rs
 to

 c
ov

er
 h

er
pa

re
nt

s’
 s

ha
m

e 
an

d 
to

 d
is

po
se

 o
f t

he
 c

hi
ld

. T
ob

y 
va

ni
sh

es
, a

nd
 th

e 
D

uv
al

ls
 s

lo
w

ly
 im

pl
od

e.
 S

ho
ck

ed
by

 th
e 

he
ar

tl
es

sn
es

s 
of

 th
e 

D
uv

al
ls

, y
et

 a
fr

ai
d 

of
 lo

si
ng

 h
is

 c
om

fo
rt

ab
le

 p
os

it
io

n,
 A

rt
hu

r 
su

ff
er

s 
in

qu
ie

t,
 p

ow
er

le
ss

 m
is

er
y.

 O
nl

y 
w

he
n 

fa
ce

d 
w

it
h 

th
e 

th
re

at
 o

f 
on

ce
 a

ga
in

 l
os

in
g 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
, 

do
es

A
rt

hu
r 

be
gi

n 
to

 c
re

at
e 

a 
fu

tu
re

.

B
ro

w
n 

re
ve

al
s 

A
rt

hu
r’

s 
ha

un
te

d,
 in

ne
r 

w
or

ld
 in

 la
ye

rs
, s

w
it
ch

in
g 

be
tw

ee
n 

fl
as

hb
ac

k,
 d

ay
dr

ea
m

s,
an

d 
th

e 
pr

es
en

t.
 It

 is
 a

 ta
le

 o
f f

ea
r 

an
d 

gu
ilt

, e
m

ot
io

na
l s

ur
vi

va
l, 

an
d 

th
e 

re
de

m
pt

iv
e 

po
w

er
 o

f l
ov

e.
A

m
y 

Fi
sk

e
Ph

oe
ni

x,
 A

Z

h33-40_TAR_Mar04 5/12/04, 10:09 AM33



34

T   ◆    H   ◆  E

ALAN
REVIEW

Clip &
 File YA B

ook Review
s

D
ark W

aters by C
atherine M

acPhail
Fam

ily Loyalty/H
onesty

B
loom

sbury U
SA

 C
hildren’s B

ooks, 2003, 176 pp., $15.95
ISB

N
: 1-58234-846-4

C
ol M

cC
ann—

know
n by the entire tow

n because of the vicious actions of his father
and older brother—

struggles w
ith the decision of being the local tow

n hero or follow
-

ing his fam
ily nam

e and becom
ing a nuisance to the society.

C
ol has just helped his brother, M

ungo, escape trouble w
ith the police by providing

him
 an alibi for som

e unknow
n crim

e he com
m

itted. W
hile visiting his favorite hang-

out, the loch, C
ol risks his ow

n life attem
pting to save a young boy nam

ed D
om

inique
from

 drow
ning w

hen the ice cracks underneath him
. N

ow
 in D

om
inique’s fam

ily’s
good graces, C

ol m
ust deal w

ith his brother’s dislike for the attention it has brought to
him

 and his fam
ily.

A
fter he learns of M

ungo’s crim
es against his ow

n friends—
crim

es he w
as unknow

-
ingly an accom

plice to—
C

ol struggles w
ith the decision of being loyal to his fam

ily or
doing the right thing and correcting the w

rongs that have been done.R
ickey K

ishbaugh
Phoenix, A

Z

The D
ivide by Elizabeth K

ay
Fantasy/A

dventure
T

he C
hicken H

ouse, 2003, 318 pp., $15.95
ISB

N
: 0-439-45696-7

A
lone in the w

orld, separated from
 true friends, and isolated by his parents, Felix

struggles w
ith a heart condition that threatens his life. Torn betw

een life and death,
Felix and his parents set out to C

osta R
ica in search of a chance for life. A

gainst his
parents’ w

ishes, he escapes briefly to view
 the G

reat D
ivide (w

here the A
tlantic and

Pacific oceans split) only to discover him
self in a w

orld unlike any he has ever know
n

before.

In a m
ythical w

orld w
here legends live and hum

ans don’t exist, Felix discovers m
any

m
agical and am

azing creatures fascinated by science but living in a w
orld of m

agic. H
e

is led on an adventure beyond his dream
s as he and his new

 friends search to find him
a cure. Lost in the challenge of a m

ythical w
orld, Felix is faced w

ith the chance to
discover som

ething greater than his cure, and he begins to see the hope to a brighter
future.

A
m

y Young
M

esa, A
Z

Fault Line  by Janet Tashjian
 C

om
edians/D

ating/A
bused W

om
en

H
enry H

olt &
 C

om
pan y, 2003, 246 pp., $16.95

ISB
N

: 0-8050-7200-4

A
t 17, B

ecky M
artin is a high school senior w

ith aspirations of becom
ing a com

edian. W
ith her

best friend, A
bby, B

ecky perform
s stand-up at a local com

edy club in San Francisco, striving to
connect w

ith her audience, perfect her act, and m
ake it big on the com

edy scene.

A
fter one of her perform

ances, B
ecky m

eets K
ip C

ostello, a fellow
 am

ateur com
edian, and the

tw
o connect through their shared talent. T

he relationship takes an intense turn, and B
ecky

begins to isolate herself from
 friends and fam

ily. Facing the dem
ands of school, college appli-

cations, tw
o jobs, and her future in com

edy, B
ecky attem

pts to balance her life w
ith her

feelings for K
ip, becom

ing dependent upon him
 in the process. W

hen the relationship turns
em

otionally and physically abusive, B
ecky is forced to rely on her ow

n instincts to turn aw
ay

from
 K

ip.

T
he novel grants readers a glim

pse into the thought processes of K
ip and B

ecky, the abuser
and the abused, as w

ell as the resounding effects of such relationships upon friends and
fam

ily. T
hough B

ecky’s pursuit of a career in com
edy fram

es the subject m
atter, the topic of

abuse in teenage relationships rem
ains serious and im

portant for all young adults.
A

m
anda H

um
phrey

Tem
pe, A

Z

Finding M
y H

at by John Son
C

om
ing of A

ge
O

rchard B
ooks, 2003, 185 pp., $16.95

ISB
N

: 0-439-43538-2

H
ave you ever felt like your fam

ily is different than everyone else’s? Jin-H
an Park has.

Young Jin-H
an is a first generation K

orean A
m

erican im
m

igrant. N
ot only do Jin-H

an’s
parents speak a different language at hom

e than he speaks in public, but they look
different, act different, and eat different foods than everyone else. In Fin

din
g M

y H
at,

w
e follow

 Jin-H
an through his battles in kindergarten all the w

ay through his years in
junior high school w

here he quite hum
orously discovers girls.

Jin-H
an’s story is that of a young boy dealing w

ith the m
any hardships and trium

phs
life seem

s to throw
 at him

. Fin
din

g M
y H

at is told w
ith grace and style, w

hile still
addressing m

any difficult issues including the tragic death of his m
other.

Young adult readers w
ill be quick to engage in Jin-H

an’s story.
Stephanie R

ips
Tem

pe, A
Z
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Keeper of the N
ight is set in G

uam
, and the beauty of this setting stands in contrast w

ith
its subject m

atter. T
he book opens w

ith the suicide of Isabel’s m
other and traces the

paths of Isabel and her fam
ily tow

ard recovery. A
s the oldest daughter, Isabel assum

es
responsibility for her father, her brother, and her sister, and she w

atches helplessly as
they each descend into their grief. H

er father throw
s him

self into his w
ork, ignoring his

children. B
rother Frank’s anger eventually leads to self-m

utilation, and her younger
sister, O

livia, suffers from
 nightm

ares.

K
im

berly W
illis H

olt skillfully w
eaves local legends and folklore into Isabel’s story. In a

series of very short chapters, w
e clearly see her frustration w

ith her inability to help
herself and her fam

ily.

Perhaps best suited for m
iddle-grade readers, K

eeper of the N
ight  is a gentle and com

-
pelling exploration of the effects of depression on one fam

ily.
F. Todd G

oodson
M

anhattan, K
S

The Last M
all R

at by Erik E. Esckilsen
 C

om
ing of A

ge/C
ourage

H
oughton M

ifflin C
om

pany, 2003, 182 pp., $15.00
ISB

N
 0-618-23417-9

M
itch G

rant is 15 years old and looking to m
ake som

e m
oney. Too young to get a job

legally, he accepts m
oney from

 salespeople at the m
all to get revenge on rude custom

-
ers by harassing them

 in the parking lot. M
itch’s w

orld quickly spins out of control as
his services becom

e highly dem
anded by the salespeople, and M

itch recruits his three
closest friends to help him

 w
ith his business. A

s exaggerated rum
ors begin to fly thr ough

the sm
all com

m
unity about the teen’s activities, the com

m
unity becom

es terrified to go
to the m

all and puts pressure on the police to take action against the teenager s. T
he

police place full blam
e for the teen’s real and im

agined activities on M
itch’s best friend,

because of his troubled past. M
itch m

ust find the courage to confess his role in the m
all

harassm
ent or allow

 his friend to take the fall alone.

T
he story takes the reader on a journe y w

ith M
itch as he m

akes one faulty decision that
leads to an uncontrollable disaster. M

itch, along w
ith the reader, learns that facing the

consequences of his actions and doing the right thing are im
portant parts of grow

ing up.
Tracy M

cH
ugh

G
ilbert, A

Z

M
idnight B

lue by Pauline Fisk
Fantasy

B
loom

sbury. 2003, 250 pp., $16.95
ISB

N
: 1582348294

A
 young girl nam

ed B
onnie stow

s aw
ay on a neighbor’s m

ystical hot air balloon in an attem
pt to

escape her w
icked grandm

other. She com
es to ground in the “land beyond the sky,” a parallel

universe com
plete w

ith a m
irror im

age of herself as w
ell as alternate versions of everyone she

know
s.

A
lthough this w

orld is sim
ilar in m

any respects to the w
orld she left behind, it is also som

ehow
different. H

ere B
onnie finds the fam

ily she alw
ays dream

ed of. H
er m

other has becom
e the m

ature
adult B

onnie needs and the absentee father has been r eplaced w
ith the caring M

ichael. It is a
m

agical w
orld and proves to be everything B

onnie has w
ished for, yet there is also som

ething very
w

rong. T
here is an evil that B

onnie m
ust confront. T

here is a darkness in the “land beyond the
sky.” B

onnie soon realizes she has brought this darkness to the m
ystical land.

B
onnie does not w

ant to leave, but she know
s she m

ust or those she loves w
ill perish. W

ith the
help of her friend, “the shadow

 boy,” B
onnie again boards the hot air balloon, but this tim

e she
goes hom

e. W
hen she arrives, she realizes her selfless actions in the parallel w

orld have had som
e

effect on her original w
orld, as w

ell.
Sim

on B
aum

kratz
C

uster, S.D
.

Leaving P
rotection

 by W
ill H

obbs
Fiction/A

laska Fishing A
dventure

H
arperC

ollins C
hildr en’s B

ooks, 2004, 192 pp., $15.99
ISB

N
: 0-688-17475-2

B
orn in a floathouse on the back bay of Port Protection, A

laska, 16-year-old R
obbie M

cD
aniel

needs to earn m
oney. H

e hops a ride to the fishing village of C
raig in hopes of finding w

ork as a
deck hand on a fishing boat. A

fter finding no opportunities, he finds a job w
ith Tor Torgensen on

T
he Storm

 Petrel. A
t first, they are highly successful at catching K

ing Salm
on, the m

ost lucrative of
the fish in season. T

hen a lull sets in, and R
obbie finds out that, in addition to fishing, Tor is also

searching for plaques buried by N
ikolai R

ezanov of the R
ussian-A

m
erican C

om
pany w

ho in-
tended to claim

 parts of A
laska for R

ussia. W
hen not fishing, Tor is an antique dealer, and he has

com
e into possession of R

ezanov’s journal, w
hich details w

here the plaques w
ere buried. T

he
plaques are valuable, and by finding and selling them

, Tor can secure his retirem
ent. D

uring the
fishing lull, Tor becom

es obsessed w
ith the search for the plaques, and R

obbie w
orries that Tor

m
ay not go back to port. In the end, an intense change in the w

eather and the accom
panying

storm
 push the story in roller-coaster fashion to the exciting conclusion.

Stylistically, H
obbs w

astes no w
ords, and the intensity created by the tight w

ord choice convinces
m

e that fishing for K
ing Salm

on could be the highlight of anyone’s life. A
s usual, H

obbs integrates
the results of the m

eticulous, historical research that he alw
ays does and, as a result, enhances the

narrative flow
. R

obbie as a responsible young adult decision-m
aker is an excellent role m

odel for
young adults. T

his is a fine book in the H
obbs tradition.

Edgar H
. T

hom
pson

A
bingdon, V

irginia
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The N
ight Spies  by K

athy K
acer. Edited by Sarah Silberstein Sw

artz
H

olocaust
Second Story Press, 2003, 197 pp., $5.95

H
ow

 w
ould you like to live in a space the size of your closet? For M

ax, G
abi, and her m

other, this
is a reality. G

erm
any’s horrible dictator, A

dolph H
itler, forces them

 into hiding in a dark, dam
p,

cold barn w
here they live am

ong anim
als.

G
abi and M

ax are tw
o determ

ined adolescents caught in the m
iddle of W

orld W
ar II. D

uring this
tim

e being Jew
ish m

eant living in concentration cam
ps, hard labor, unbearable conditions, and,

in m
ost cases, death. T

his fam
ily finds a w

ay to stay alive in hiding through the good graces of
others—

a priest, a fam
ily friend, and a gracious farm

er. A
s any teens w

ould, G
abi, M

ax, and their
new

found friend Eva becom
e curious about the w

ar; they w
ant to help. Sneaking out in the night,

they dive head first into a new
 kind on danger they never knew

 before—
the N

azi soldiers.

W
hen they find an anti-N

azi group hiding in the forest, they realize just because they are young
does not m

ean they cannot m
ake a difference. B

ut w
ill the N

azi’s catch them
? W

ill they be found
in their hiding place? W

ill they starve to death? O
r w

ill they see the possibility of a brighter future
once the w

ar is over?

Like m
ost adventures, this thrilling story is w

ritten w
ith suspense; it has its ups and dow

ns. T
he

reader is left guessing w
hat w

ill happen each tim
e M

ax, G
abi, and Eva go out for another danger-

ous journey. T
his w

onderful story is based on real events and real characters.
T

iffany T
hornton

D
allas, T

X

The R
avenm

aster’s Secret by Elvira W
oodruff

B
ullying/A

dventure
Scholastic Press, 2003, 240 pp., $15.95

ISB
N

 0-439-28133-4

“C
hores, chores and m

ore chores,” Forrest com
plained (p.1), a very typical phrase w

e hear from
young and not-so-young people. T

he Raven
m

aster’s Secret  is one truly interesting story that w
ill

keep your eyes glued on each page to find out w
hat happens to 11-year old Forrest H

arper. H
e is

the son to one of the Tow
er’s guards (Yeom

an W
arders), w

ho lives in a sm
all cottage tucked in the

outer w
alls of the Tow

er of London.

In the beginning of the story, Forrest com
plains about nearly everything. H

e w
ants to go outside

the Tow
er to prove his courage—

w
here no bullies w

ill m
ake fun of him

 and he can explore
different w

orlds. H
is daily chores include taking care of ravens kept in the Tow

er to prevent them
from

 leaving; it is believed that w
hen the ravens leave the Tow

er, the Tow
er w

ill fall into the
enem

y’s hands. T
he position requires a responsible, patient, steadfastness, and keen-eyed person

w
ho can gain their trust and understand their w

ays.

Forrest seem
s to be the perfect candidate for the job. B

ut the curiosity for exploring the w
orld w

ith
his best friend, R

at, just seem
s to be getting further and further a w

ay. H
is great adventures in

London’s m
ost feared prison do not satisfy his hunger for adventure until he m

eets M
addy, a

Scottish 11-year-old rebel im
prisoned in the tow

er. A
fter learning about the unfairness of his king,

Forrest is confused about his destiny. Should he com
m

it treason by helping M
addy escape? O

r
should he obey the law

 and allow
 his innocent friend to be executed?

Patricia V
illanueva

Phoenix, A
Z

The She by C
arol Plum

-U
cci

M
ystery

H
arcourt B

ooks, 2003, 280 pp., $17.00
ISB

N
: 0-15-216819-2

A
fter his parents w

ere killed at sea, 9-year-old Evan B
arrett and his older brother m

ove
aw

ay from
 their seaside hom

e in W
est H

ook to live w
ith their A

unt M
el in the city and

escape painful m
em

ories. N
ow

 17, Evan is a popular prankster at his private C
atholic

high school, but he is forced to revisit the past w
hen he is asked to help a classm

ate
confront m

em
ories of her ow

n boating accident. In helping his classm
ate, Evan is

draw
n back to W

est H
ook w

here his theory, that his parents w
ere sw

allow
ed by a

m
ythical sea w

itch know
n as T

he She, is challenged by his brother’s research and a
D

rug Enforcem
ent A

gency investigation. W
hen everything he thought he knew

 about
his parents is threatened and nobody but an em

otionally unstable girl and a m
ysterious

V
ietnam

 veteran believe him
, Evan is forced to decide once and for all if he w

ill be able
to confront T

he She and accept the truth about his parents.

T
his story touches on the alienation m

any teens feel from
 their parents and peers, and

readers w
ill be captivated by the vibrant characters, realistic relationships, and m

ystery
throughout the novel.

A
shley M

arrinan-Levy
Tem

pe, A
Z

Shipw
reck by G

ordon K
orm

an
A

dventure
Scholastic, 2001, 129 pp, $4.99

ISB
N

: 0439164567

Forced to live and w
ork together, six children fight through daily chores, argum

ents, disappoint-
m

ents and frustrations as they try to survive on this long, strange, terrifying adventure. Luke, J.J,
W

ill, Lyssa, C
harla, and Ian earned this trip by being m

ischievous or unruly; their parents had
enough and did not know

 w
hat else to do. T

his trip’s purpose is to give them
 a second chance.

T
he boat trip is guided by tw

o m
en, the captain, Jam

es C
ascadden, and the first m

ate, M
r. R

adford.
T

he children live in close conditions and becom
e the crew

 of the ship. T
he captain teaches them

lessons, and the m
ate guides them

 throughout their daily chores and activities. Each of the char-
acters has his or her ow

n unique problem
s and abilities, but they all agree on one thing: T

hey do
not w

ant to be on this ship headed out to sea.

T
hroughout the story, the children face life or death decisions. B

oth their captain and the fir st
m

ate abandon them
 on a sinking ship w

ith no food and no hope. T
he lessons they learn are

num
erous; they are forced to sw

allow
 their grudges and w

ork together.

T
his novel is an enjoyable look into w

hat can happen to six children w
ho need direction and are

sent on a journey to reshape their lives. Little did they know
 they w

ould end up shipw
recked on

an island w
ith nothing but a glim

m
er of hope.

N
icole A

ugust
Tem

pe, A
Z
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W
alk Softly, R

achel  by K
ate B

anks
 R

ealistic/D
eath/Fam

ily/C
om

ing of A
ge

Frances Foster B
ooks, 2003, 160 pp., $16.00

ISB
N

 0-374-38230-1

D
o you ever think about death? R

achel does.

T
he 14-year-old w

as 7 w
hen her brother, Jake, died. She never really knew

 him
, but she gets the

chance w
hen she finds his journal. For three w

eeks, the tim
e it takes her to read the journal, she

grow
s alongside her brother.

She learns about losses and loneliness, failure and frustration, pain and pressure, sham
e and

sadness. She learns all the things that m
atter. B

ut w
hat is m

ore, R
achel learns w

hat is behind a
sm

ile and how
 to not just look backw

ard, but forw
ard, as w

ell.

R
achel has lost a brother and a best friend; she is about to lose another best friend and a hom

e.
She has suffered, but she w

ill heal. She has a grandm
other full of advice and a m

other and father
w

ho are just as capable of m
aking m

istakes as she. So life is not about running aw
ay, it is about

breathing, changing, and starting over. R
achel w

ill let go and say goodbye, but she w
ill also

continue to w
ish for the im

possible.

W
ith her novel, K

ate B
anks rem

inds readers that they are not alone. She gives them
 reassurance

w
hen others m

ay not. You are norm
al, she tells them

, and you do not have to w
alk softly.

K
ristian W

inston
Phoenix, A

Z

W
arriors of C

am
lann

 by N
.M

. B
row

ne
Friendship/K

ing A
rthur

B
loom

sbury C
hildren’s B

ooks, 2003, 399 pp., $16.95
ISB

N
: 1-58234-817-0

N
.M

. B
row

ne’s sequel to W
arriors of A

lavn
a is a w

onderfully inventive tw
ist to the classic story of

K
ing A

rthur.

H
oping to get hom

e after a thrilling trip into A
.D

. 75 B
ritain, the tw

o lead characters, 16-year-old
D

an and U
rsula, find them

selves now
 only a little bit further in tim

e; the people they had fought
beside are ancient history, and their previous exploits in battle are all cultural legend. T

he tw
o

slow
ly begin to m

ake connections betw
een those around them

 and the characters of the w
ell-

know
n A

rthurian legend. B
etw

een the confusion and the brew
ing battle, the characters are also

struggling w
ith changes w

ithin them
selves. O

nce a great battle hero, D
an is now

 unable to fight,
and U

rsula has becom
e the w

ar hero. O
n top of conflicting envy and jealousy w

ithin each charac-
ter, the tw

o suddenly realize their affection for one another runs deeper than a sim
ple friendship,

but neither is prepared to face those feelings.

Even picking this story up w
ithout having read the prequel, it is instantly engrossing. T

he lan-
guage is m

ature w
ithout being overw

helm
ing. B

row
ne doesn’t shy aw

ay from
 great detail and

m
ilitary term

s w
ith her battle scenes, and there isn’t a single m

om
ent in the novel that seem

s she
is sim

plifying the story for a young adult audience. T
his is a great read for anyone fam

iliar w
ith

the legends of K
ing A

rthur, but it is also a good start to spark interest in the legend for others.
M

egan K
earney

M
esa, A

Z

The W
hale R

ider  by W
iti Ihim

aera
C

om
ing of A

ge
H

arcourt, Inc., 2003, 152 pp., $17.00
ISB

N
:0-15-205016-7

From
 the day she w

as born, little K
ahu w

as overlooked by m
ost because she w

as a girl.
H

er grandfather, the chief of the village, w
as too blinded by tradition to see the pow

er his
little granddaughter possessed.

T
he author takes us to a little village in N

ew
 Z

ealand w
here history and tradition w

ork
together in keeping the tribe’s strength. T

he story is told from
 the perspective of K

ahu’s
teenaged uncle, w

ho w
atches her unfold into the role that destiny has reserved for her.

K
ahu is a vibrant, young girl destined to be the chief of her people. H

ow
ever, due to the

fact that she w
as born a girl, she is challenged to prove herself and regain the strength of

her land. She is gifted w
ith the ability to speak to w

hales, allies to her people for m
any

generations.

In addition to the description of this N
ew

 Z
ealand village, the som

ew
hat m

ythical stories
of ancestry, as w

ell as K
ahu’s ability to speak to sea dw

ellers, w
ill capture young readers

right aw
ay. H

er innocence and determ
ination carry the reader all the w

ay to the very end.
First published in 1987 in N

ew
 Z

ealand.
Shannon Lederer

Phoenix, A
Z

P
u
blish

ers w
h
o w

ish
 to su

bm
it a book for possible review

, sen
d a copy

of th
e book to:

Lori G
oodson

409 C
h
ery C

ircle
M

an
h
attan

, K
S 66503

To su
bm

it a review
 for possible pu

blication
 or to becom

e a review
er,

con
tact Lori G

oodson
 at lagoodson

@
cox.n

et
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