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ook Review
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E
n
dgam

e by N
ancy G

arden
H

arcourt C
hildren’s B

ooks, 2006, 304 pp., $17.00
R

elationships/B
ullying/D

eath
ISB

N
: 0-15-205416-2

W
hen fifteen-year-old G

ray W
ilton enters the halls of G

reenford H
igh School w

ith his
father’s gun, his w

orld is forever changed. H
e is convicted of m

urder and given a life
sentence w

ithout parole. Sitting in the detention center, G
ray reflects on the m

onths
that w

ent w
rong. Trouble began w

ith the occasional bully, bringing a knife to school,
and then m

oving to a new
 city. G

ray turns to his m
usic, one love that he feels m

ay save
him

 from
 the turm

oil. T
hings at the new

 school don’t im
prove but take a devastating

turn for the w
orse. G

ray ends up m
aking a decision that changes his life forever . En

dgam
e

takes a serious look at the issues of bullying and school violence. T
his book is appro-

priate for ages 14 and up and is strongly recom
m

ended to all educators.M
ichelle Sherer

Independence, M
O

G
rooves: A

 K
in

d of M
ystery by

K
evin B

rockm
eier

K
atherine Tegen B

ooks, Im
print of H

arperC
ollins,

2006, 199 pp., $16.89

M
y stery/D

etective

ISB
N

: 978-0-06-073692-7

K
evin B

rockm
eier has brilliantly incorporated the adventure all adolescents desire w

ith
his critique of “T

he M
an.” D

w
ayne R

uggles is a seventh grader w
ho, after taking a

science experim
ent to a new

 level, discovers a secret plea for help in som
e blue jeans

and potato chips. T
his leads D

w
ayne and his friends on a m

ission to discover the truth
about a headstrong businessm

an nam
ed H

ow
ard T

higpen.

G
rooves

allow
s the young reader to identify w

ith the m
ain characters and becom

e apart
of the fantastic adventure that lies w

ithin its pages. T
he protagonists are not extraordi-

nary kids, and that is w
hat m

akes this novel so attractive. T
he adolescent reader can

relate to the characters in a sem
i-realistic w

orld.

T
his w

ell-w
ritten novel can reaw

aken the reader’s interest in science, econom
y, and

ethics, prom
ote hum

anitarianism
 and at the sam

e tim
e be a lot of fun. T

he teacher can
use it as a tool in his or her class or the student can use it as an exem

plary pleasure read.
C

hristopher Sullivan
M

arquette, M
I

G
ossam

er by Lois Low
ry

H
oughton M

ifflin C
om

pan y, 2006, 140 pp., $16.00
D

ream
s/D

ream
ing/H

ealing
ISB

N
: 0-618-68550-2

Lois Low
ry’s new

est novel explores a fantasy w
orld w

here angelic beings visit sleeping
hum

ans to bestow
 dream

s. T
he short novel w

eaves together the stories of a novice
dream

 giver, a lonely w
om

an, and a troubled foster child.

O
ur dream

 giver, Littlest O
ne, learns to take bits and fragm

ents of happy m
em

ories
from

 the objects in people’s hom
es and turn those m

orsels into dream
s capable of

helping the w
om

an and the boy through the challenges they face in their w
aking lives.

G
ossam

er
is rich in archetypal characters and im

agery, reading som
ething like one of

the pleasant dream
s bestow

ed by its central character. A
lthough the book w

ill be of
interest to young people w

ho are fans of fantasy and rich narratives, its m
essage of

gathering strength for the future from
 the past in applicable to readers of all ages.

F. Todd G
oodson

M
anhattan, K

S

H
azin

g M
eri Su

garm
an

 by M
. A

postolina
Sim

on Pulse, 2006, 266 pp., $8.99
Peer A

cceptance/Teen G
irls/H

um
or

ISB
N

-13: 978-1-4169-0610-0
ISB

N
-10: 1-4169-0610-X

C
indy B

ixby dream
s of escaping her high school loser im

age w
hen she begins college.

Follow
ing in her m

other’s footsteps, C
indy pledges A

lpha B
eta D

elta, hoping to find
acceptance and popularity. C

indy’s captivation w
ith M

eri Sugarm
an, sorority presi-

dent, causes her to m
ake m

oral com
prom

ises to gain M
eri’s approval. W

hen C
indy

lands a boyfriend, an ex of M
eri’s, she becom

es victim
 of M

eri’s pow
erful w

rath. C
indy

and her friends have
no choice but to destroy

this evil villain before she destroys them
.

T
his story is cleverly revealed through daily diary entries. M

iddle school girls w
ill find

the exaggerated dram
atic events appealing as it unfolds m

uch like a m
odern day high

school chick flick w
here the unpopular m

isfit finds the courage to confront the bully.
Som

ew
hat cliché, but the interspersing of fam

ily dynam
ics and the uncertainty of how

to stop M
eri w

ill keep the reader intrigued until the end.
Susan G

app
Verm

illion, SD
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M
easle an

d th
e M

allockee
by Ian O

gilvy
H

arper C
ollins, 2006, 376 pp., $16.99

Fantasy/Fam
ily

ISB
N

: 0-06-058692-3

M
easle’s nine-m

onth-old sister, M
atilda, is a typical baby w

ho loves to jabber and
throw

 food at her brother. H
ow

ever, there is one big difference – she is a m
allockee, an

extrem
ely pow

erful w
izard w

ho can do m
any spells at once, w

hile m
ost are lim

ited to
one.

In this third adventure for the Stubbs fam
ily, M

easle and M
atilda w

ork together to
escape the m

ysterious C
altrop C

astle and rescue their im
prisoned parents. A

ided by a
surprisingly helpful W

rathm
onk, a w

izard w
ho has been stripped of his m

agical pow
-

ers, and Toby Jugg, w
ho recently lost the election for Prim

e M
agus of the W

izard’s
G

uild, it seem
s like an easy task. B

ut the Stubbs children soon discover that not every-
thing, or everyone, is as it seem

s.

O
gilvy spins a w

eb of tw
ists and turns w

ith his vivid descriptions and unique charac-
ters. M

iddle school students w
ill get sw

ept aw
ay in this Potter-esque fantasy adventure.

Jennifer Lee
Independence, M

O

T
h
e M

iracu
lou

s Jou
rn

ey of E
dw

ard Tu
lan

e
by K

ate D
iC

am
illo

C
andlew

ick Press, 2006, 228 pp., $18.99

Friendship/A
dventure

ISB
N

: 0763625892

Edw
ard Tulane is not your ordinary, garden-variety rabbit. H

e is a china rabbit, m
ade of the

finest porcelain. H
e w

ears custom
-m

ade silk clothes and carries a sm
all, golden pocket w

atch.
Edw

ard is the m
uch-loved birthday gift of A

bilene Tulane, 10, w
ho includes him

 in all of the
fam

ily’s dinners and outings. H
ow

ever, Edw
ard has a heart m

ade of that sam
e, cold china; he

is conceited and selfish and doesn’t seem
 to understand w

hat love is.

T
hat is, until he is lost, having been throw

n overboard by som
e ram

bunctious boys during
the Tulane fam

ily’s ocean journey. From
 there, Edw

ard bounces from
 hom

e to hom
e, from

one life to the next, as the book progresses. From
 lying on the ocean floor to traveling w

ith a
hobo to lying in the arm

s of a sick child, Edw
ard learns about love

and loss and w
hy hope is

alw
ays im

portant to have.

T
his is a brilliant story about the im

portance and challenges of true love
and friendship.

N
ew

bery-A
w

ard w
inning author K

ate D
iC

am
illo presents a riveting plot that is w

onderfully
com

plem
ented by illustrator B

agram
 Ibatoulline’s exquisite illustrations.

Jennifer Stevens
Louisville, K

Y

P
layin

g th
e Field by Phil B

ildner
Sim

on and Schuster, 2006, 181 pp., $15.95
H

om
osexuality

ISB
N

: 978-4169-0284-3

D
arcy M

iller w
ants to play baseball, but her high school principal says

she can’t be-
cause she’s a girl. B

ut w
hen Principal B

assett thinks that D
arcy’s

a lesbian, he changes
his m

ind. H
is reasoning? N

ot allow
ing her to play w

ould bring controversy to the school.

So D
arcy pretends to be gay to play.

T
he book has som

e problem
s: the characters are all w

ealthy, w
hich could alienate

readers, and the only openly gay character is stereotypically so, propagating stereo-
types instead of breaking them

.

D
espite this, the novel describes w

hat it m
eans to be gay in an A

m
erican high school,

w
hile also educating on the issue. T

his novel is solidly w
ritten and approaches a sensi-

tive topic w
ell. It is full of high school dram

a and hum
orous descriptions, w

hich really
pull the plot along.

Shaw
n O

’N
eil

M
arquette, M

I

P
len

ty Porter by B
randon N

oonan
A

m
ulet B

ooks, 2006, 221 pp., $16.95
Fiction/Fam

ily
ISB

N
: 0-8109-5996-8

A
s the youngest of eleven children, Plenty Porter feels that she is the one-too-m

any
child in her fam

ily. H
er fam

ily survives as share-croppers in Illinois during the K
orean

W
ar.

Problem
s abound for the Porter fam

ily. Plenty experiences prejudice at school and
ridicule in the com

m
unity. H

er sister, M
arcie, m

ust be hospitalized; her father takes a
second job to help pay bills. Landow

ner M
r. Prindergast com

plains constantly about
crop production.

Plenty decides to run aw
ay from

 hom
e, and M

r. Prindergast takes her hom
e. In a scene

sim
ilar to B

o R
adley saving Scout in To

K
ill a M

ockin
gbird, Plenty learns her fam

ily
really does love her. U

se Plen
ty Porter w

ith high school units about the 1950s.
R

uth Prescott
M

anhattan, K
S
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Slide or D
ie

by Todd Strasser
Sim

on Pulse (Sim
on &

 Schuster) 2006, 198 pp., $6.99
Fiction/A

dventure
ISB

N
: 978-1-4169-0581-3

Seventeen-year-old K
ennin is new

 to Las Vegas; a friend he had m
ade at w

ork invited
him

 to go for a ride in a hot G
TO

. A
s they drove out of the city tow

ard
the m

ountains,
K

ennin discovered that the driver w
ith a bottle of tequila w

as an ex-con w
ho had stolen

the G
TO

.

K
ennin’s group m

eets up w
ith a group of drivers w

ho com
pete at a very high rate of

speed, sliding the back w
heels around turns. T

he stolen G
TO

 has a tracking device, so
the police can locate the car. W

hen the police arrive,
K

ennin is forced to take the G
TO

dow
n the m

ountain road against a very experienced driver.

T
he m

anga-style draw
ings w

ill attract reluctant readers and students interested in cars.
Slide or D

ie
is appropriate for m

iddle schoolers,
although the target audience is prob-

ably high school.
R

uth Prescott
M

anhattan, K
S

Sm
all Steps by Louis Sachar

D
elacorte B

ooks for Young R
eaders, 2006, 272 pp., $16.95

C
om

ing of A
ge/Friendship

ISB
N

: 0385733143

W
ith this book, author Louis Sachar brings back the character T

heodore Johnson,
a.k.a. A

rm
pit, from

 his N
ew

bery A
w

ard-w
inning book, H

oles . A
rm

pit, an A
frican-A

m
eri-

can teen, is w
orking hard to rebuild his life after returning hom

e from
 C

am
p G

reen
Lake. T

hat is hard to do w
hen everyone know

s about your crim
inal record, so A

rm
pit

takes sm
all steps to stay in line and m

ake good choices. W
hile trying to finish high

school, A
rm

pit is hired by a landscaping com
pany and w

orks doing w
hat he does best:

digging holes. H
e also befriends G

inny, a young neighbor w
ith cerebral palsy.

Everything seem
s to be going w

ell for A
rm

pit until his old C
am

p G
reen Lake pal, X

-R
ay,

visits him
. X

-R
ay gets A

rm
pit involved in a get-rich-quick schem

e, scalping concert
tickets to see the latest teen pop sensation, K

aira D
eLeon. B

ut is A
rm

pit ready to throw
aw

ay everything he’s w
orked so hard for?

Sachar com
bines a suspenseful plot w

ith likeable characters to tell this story of friend-
ship and of taking “sm

all steps” to accom
plish one’s goals.

Jennifer Stevens
Louisville, K

Y

T
h
e Sou

n
d of M

u
n
ich

by Suzanne N
elson

Speak Publishing, 2006, 211 pp., $6.99
A

dventure/Fam
ily

 ISB
N

: 0-14-240576-0

A
uthor Suzanne N

elson has created a light-hearted but surprisingly m
oving tale that

proves to be a quick and light read. W
e first m

eet Siena B
ernstein, self-proclaim

ed free-
spirited C

alifornian, on her w
ay

to M
unich, G

erm
any. She is about to begin a sem

ester
abroad in the city of her ancestors.

W
hile our protagonist m

ay be a bit flighty and
carefree, this is not your typical spring break trip; Siena has a secret plan. She is deter-
m

ined to com
plete her deceased father’s “C

arpe D
iem

” list. H
er only link to her father

is this list, and the last item
 has yet to be fulfilled. O

nly in G
erm

any can she com
plete

this list and possibly find a link to her past, her future,
and the father she has never

know
n.

T
his young adult novel is an easy read and, just like Siena, is sunny and fun. She is an

interesting character, and readers w
ill appreciate her kindness, her friendships, and her

adventure. A
 no-frills read for young adults (girls) w

ith a M
eg C

abot-like feel.
Stacy D

istel N
ishioka

C
hicago, IL

Startled by H
is Fu

rry Sh
orts: C

on
fession

s of G
eorgia N

ich
olson

by Louise R
ennison

H
arperTem

pest, 2006, 288 pp., $16.99

Love/Friendship

ISB
N

: 0060853840

In this, the seventh book of the G
eorgia N

icholson series, G
eorgia finds herself in “the oven

of luuurve” once again. A
t the end of the last book, T

hen
 H

e A
te M

y B
oy En

tran
cers,

G
eorgia had given the Italian Stallion, a.k.a. M

asim
o, an ultim

atum
: to be an exclusive

couple.

T
hroughout this book, G

eorgia aw
aits her answ

er and has to deal w
ith the devastating idea

of only being “m
ates” w

ith M
asim

o. W
ill she be able to live if he picks W

et Lindsay over
her? A

nd w
hat exactly did D

ave the Laugh m
ean w

hen he said that they w
ere m

eant for
each other?

A
long the w

ay, G
eorgia has to put up w

ith her little sister, Libby, w
ho is constantly hiding

things in her bed, and her psycho cats, A
ngus and G

ordy, w
ho attack at random

. T
hat

doesn’t even begin to explain the horrors of dealing w
ith school at Stalag 14.

A
 m

ust-read for fans of the series, this book is laugh-out-loud funny and, as G
eorgia w

ould
say, “full of hilariosity.”

Jennifer Stevens
Louisville, K

Y
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T
h
e Valley of th

e W
olves by Laura G

allego G
arcia 

A
rthur A

. Levine B
ooks, 2006, 256 pp., $16.99 

Fantasy/Supernatural 
ISB

N
: 0-439-58553-8 

Ever since D
ana w

as six, her best friend has been a boy nam
ed K

ai. T
he only problem

is that D
ana is the only one w

ho can see him
. Everyone in the tow

n know
s of D

ana’s 
“im

aginary friend” and believes she m
ust be crazy and a w

itch. W
hen a m

ystical m
an 

nam
ed M

aestro adopts D
ana as an apprentice and takes her to M

aestro’s m
agic Tow

er 
in the Valley of the W

olves, D
ana begins to w

onder if she really is a w
itch. W

ith the 
help of K

ai, D
ana m

ust survive the Tow
er and the Valley of the W

olves, w
hile trying to 

discover w
hat the pow

er of m
agic is really all about. 

W
ritten w

hen G
arcia w

as only 20, T
he Valley of the W

olves is the story of a young girl 
com

ing of age and realizing her full potential. G
arcia borrow

s different elem
ents of

fantasy and the supernatural to create a truly believable w
orld. 

B
randon Schw

arz 
Law

rence, K
S   

   

W
h
at A

re You
 A

fraid O
f? Edited by D

onald R
. G

allo 
C

andlew
ick Press, 2006, 189 pp., $15.99 

Short Stories/Phobias 
ISB

N
: 0763626546 

Excessive fears, debilitating fears that cannot be rationalized aw
ay, grip teenagers’

lives, causing them
 to be the brunt of bullying, the focus of jokes, and the cause of

nightm
ares for parents and friends w

ho only w
ant to help. 

T
hese short stories dem

onstrate how
 the fear of string, crossing a road, cats, sharp

knives, or clow
ns can m

ake “norm
al” life im

possible for teens. M
ost of them

 get help 
from

 a professional or a friend or a parent by learning that they first have to face their 
fears and then take one day at a tim

e to overcom
e them

. T
he last story w

ill leave you 
w

ith a taste of fear in your ow
n m

outh as the usual source of fears is reversed. 

R
eaders w

ill laugh, shiver, and em
pathize w

ith phobics w
ho can’t control their ow

n 
thoughts and w

ho can’t m
ake their bodies react to seem

ingly natural events. A
ntholo

gist G
allo has collected 11 phobia-ridden stories that hold readers’ attention long after 

they finish reading. 
C

arolyn Lott 
M

issoula, M
T

 

T
h
e W

righ
t 3 by B

lue B
akkuett 

Scholastic Press, 2006, 297 pp., $16.99 
H

istorical Fiction 
ISB

N
: 0439693675 

T
he W

right 3 by B
lue B

akkuett is an absorbing m
ystery involving A

m
erican architect

Frank Lloyd W
right’s C

hicago design, the R
obie H

ouse. 

B
ecause of a teacher’s concern about destroying w

orks of art, three classm
ates en

deavor to save the house. Sleuths w
ill enjoy unraveling the historical, m

athem
atical,

and crim
inal clues needed to solve the m

ystery. T
he author has definitely plotted this

novel w
ell, w

hile providing characters that are delineated w
ell. O

ne does not w
ant to

stop reading the book! 

B
esides providing an interesting historical fiction story, the reader w

ill gain a great deal 
of inform

ation about W
right and his buildings. 

Joy Frerichs
C

hatsw
orth, G

A

    

P
u
blish

ers w
h
o w

ish
 to su

bm
it a book for possible review

 sh
ou

ld sen
d 

a copy of th
e book to: 

Lori G
oodson

 
409 C

h
erry C

ircle 
M

an
h
attan

, K
S 66503 

To su
bm

it a review
 for possible pu

blication
 or to becom

e a review
er, 

con
tact Lori G

oodson
 at lagoodson

@
cox.n

et 
  

mailto:lagoodson@cox.net

