Call for Manuscripts
2009 Fall Theme: Growing Up: Young Adult Literature Gaining Stature at the High School Level
This theme is intended to solicit articles about young adult literature, authors, and instructional
approaches that illustrate the value of using young adult literature in the high school setting.
This might include, but not be limited to, the exploration of specific titles and themes linked to
areas of the high school curriculum, the examination of successful implementation of YA into
current classes, the value of YA literature in Advanced Placement coursework and as a bridge
to college literature studies. This theme is meant to be open to interpretation and support a
broad range of subtopics. General submissions are welcome, as well. May 15 submission
deadline.
2010 Winter Theme: Young Adult Literature in the 21st Century: “Scattering Light” on Our Freedom to Think, See, and Imagine
The theme of this issue asks us to imagine what it means to “scatter light” using young adult
literature. Which pioneers in our field have encouraged us to “scatter light”? Which novels or
poems encourage young readers to think about their pasts as they continue in the future? How
does young adult literature help readers deal with adolescent issues as they think, see, and
imagine those futures? What texts give “voice [to those who have] been pushed down hard” by
school or society? This theme is meant to be open to interpretation, and we welcome manuscripts addressing pedagogy as well as theoretical concerns. General submissions are also
welcome. October 15 submission deadline.

James Moffett Award
NCTE’s Conference on English Education, in conjunction with the National Writing Project, offers this grant
to support teacher research projects inspired by the scholarship of James Moffett. All K–12 classroom
educators who teach at least three hours or three classes per day are eligible to apply for the grant. Moffett
Award winners receive a certificate and a monetary award (up to $1,000) to be used toward implementation
of the proposed project. Proposals will be judged on such criteria as the strength of the connection to James
Moffett’s scholarship and the perceived value and feasibility of the research. The deadline for nominations
for the 2009 Moffett Award is May 1, 2009. Winners will be notified in July 2009 and announced at the
2009 NCTE Annual Convention in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Submit nominations to CEE James Moffett
Award, NCTE, 1111 W. Kenyon Road, Urbana, IL 61801-1096. For more information, go to http://www.
ncte.org/cee/awards/moffett.
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Nancy Frey and Doug Fisher are professors in the School
of Teacher Education at San Diego State University, and
their research focuses on literacy, language, and learning.
They have co-authored several books, including Checking
for Understanding and Better Learning Through Structured Teaching for ASCD, and In a Reading State of Mind
(with Diane Lapp, for the International Reading Association.) They can be reached at www.fisherandfrey.com.
Kelly Moore is an adjunct faculty member at the same
institution. Frey, Fisher, Moore are also teachers at Health
Sciences High and Middle College in San Diego, CA, a
public charter high school focused on health care. All three
feel fortunate to learn from students and fellow teachers
every day.
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2009 NCTE Excellence in Poetry Award
Lee Bennett Hopkins is the 15th winner of the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children.º A distinguished poet, writer, and anthologist, Lee has created numerous books for children and adults throughout his
career.
NCTE recognizes and fosters excellence in children’s poetry by encouraging its publication and by exploring ways to acquaint teachers and children with poetry through such means as publications, programs, and
displays.º As one means of accomplishing this goal, NCTE established its Award for Excellence in Poetry for
Children in 1977 to honor a living American poet for his or her aggregate work for children ages 3–13.
Lee Bennett Hopkins will be honored at the Books for Children Luncheon and atºa Poetry Session during
the NCTEºAnnual Convention in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in November.
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Gallo Grants
The Gallo Grants were established in 2003 by former ALAN Award and Hipple Award recipient Don Gallo to
encourage educators in their early years of teaching to attend the ALAN Workshop for the first time. The
grants provide funding—up to $500 each—for two classroom teachers in middle school or high school each
year to attend the ALAN Workshop. (The amount of a grant may be less than $500 if the applicant lives
within commuting distance of the convention location where airfare and housing would not be necessary.)
The Workshop is held at the annual convention of the National Council of Teachers of English on the
Monday and Tuesday prior to Thanksgiving Day. Applicants must be teaching full-time; must have been
classroom teachers for less than five years prior to the year in which they are applying; and must not have
attended an ALAN Workshop previously. Membership in ALAN is not required for consideration, though
applicants are expected to become ALAN members if they receive this grant.
Each applicant must fill out the attached grant application form and submit an essay of no more than
750 words explaining their interest in Young Adult Literature, what they hope to gain by attending this year’s
ALAN Workshop, and how they hope to use the experience in their classrooms in the future. A letter of
support must also come from the applicant’s school system. The deadline for submission is September 1.
Applicants will be judged on their ability to articulate their understanding of the value of Young Adult
Literature as well as their explanation of how they intend to use YA books and the information they gather
at the Workshop in their own classrooms.
For further information about this grant, contact ALAN Executive Secretary Gary Salvner at
gsalvner@ysu.edu or 330-941-3414. Information about the ALAN Workshop may be obtained from the
ALAN Website—www.alan-ya.org. Information about the NCTE Convention may be obtained on the NCTE
Website—www.ncte.org—or by writing to NCTE Headquarters at 1111 West Kenyon Road, Urbana, IL 61801.
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will sustain them through the uncertain future. Staying within the safe and
secular genres does not always make
for a smooth ride through life. In adolescence, when days are filled with
self-doubt, loneliness, anger, feelings
of betrayal, and any number of real or
perceived emotions, there must be selfhelp somewhere. I believe the help can
be found on a bookshelf. As adults,
we have known that for a long time,
and may we have the courage to dig
deeper in the shelves and suggest a
spiritual book that highlights the teen’s
world and the challenges inherent in
young adult culture.

In conclusion, let’s return at this
point to teen response from the
anonymous survey. In question 5,

when asked what school book has
taught a moral or lesson in life, the
final response illustrates our duty
as teachers: “Most of the books I
read don’t teach lessons.” Fortunately, we know this is not the
case. Much of what we teach and
read is grounded in social and
religious mores, and as teachers, we
must make those explicit text
connections that engender qualitative changes in the way young
individuals think and then act. We
have accepted a moral duty to care
for our children. We are bound by
this concern, and undoubtedly

many of us are bound by the
promise of an ancient theologian:
“Ask, and it shall be given you;
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and
it shall be opened unto you”
(Mathew 7:7).
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ALAN Foundation Research Grants
Members of ALAN may apply to the ALAN Foundation for funding (up to $1,500) for research in young
adult literature. Proposals are reviewed by the five most recent presidents of ALAN. Awards are made
annually in the fall and are announced at the ALAN breakfast during the NCTE convention in November.
The application deadline each year is September 15th.

The Gloria Barron Prize for Young Heroes
The Gloria Barron Prize for Young Heroes seeks nominations for its 2009 awards. The Barron Prize honors
young people ages 8 to 18 who have shown leadership and courage in public service to people and our
planet. Each year, ten national winners each receive $2,000 to support their service work or higher education. Nomination deadline is April 30. More information is available at http://www.barronprize.org/
index.html.
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