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B
ird by R

ita M
urphy 

M
agic R

ealism
D

elacorte Press, 2008, 150 pp., $15.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-385-73018-1 

T
he protagonist and narrator of this story is not quite sure how

 she ended up in a 
large tree outside B

ourne M
anor. A

ll she know
s is that the w

ind carried her, as it has 
carried her all of her life. W

ysteria B
arrow

s, the m
ysterious and enigm

atic inhabitant 
of the hom

e, gives the girl the nam
e “M

iranda,” m
akes her steel boots so she’ll never 

fl
y aw

ay, and puts her to w
ork m

ending nets for the local fi
sherm

en. 

W
ith the help of D

r. M
ead and a young Irishm

an nam
ed Farley, M

iranda discovers 
the great m

ysteries of the house, as w
ell as the great m

ysteries of her ow
n heart and 

identity. Students w
ill enjoy the fantastic elem

ents of the narrative and setting, and 
teachers w

ill appreciate the M
rs. H

aversham
-esque character that M

urphy creates in 
W

ysteria B
arrow

s. 
Jacob Stratm

an
Siloam

 Springs, A
R

C
ru

sh
w

orth
y by Sara Law

rence 
R

elationships
Penguin, 2008, 272 pp., $9.99 

ISB
N

: 978-1-59514-173-6

A
fter a tough sem

ester, Jinx Slater can fi
nally relax on her holiday break—

until she 
discovers her best friend, Liberty, has been dram

atically pulled out of England by her 
strict father to live in another country. A

s her sem
ester at Stagm

ount begins, things 
begin to turn around for Jinx; Liberty is allow

ed to stay at Stagm
ount, and it seem

s 
as though the stylish, suave Jam

ie m
ight be interested in Jinx. Jinx’s entire crew

 even 
seem

s to rule the school this year, w
ith their gorgeous looks, nam

e-brand fashions, 
and the new

 additions to their clique.

W
ith things looking up for Jinx, dram

a alw
ays seem

s to follow
 her around every 

corner. Jam
ie fl

irts w
ith Jinx, but then he refuses to call her for a w

eek afterw
ards. 

W
hen Jinx and her friends decide to let loose by sneaking out of Stagm

ount, they put 
them

selves at risk. 
Em

ily W
att

T
allahassee, FL

T
h
e B

ook of M
ich

ael by Lesley C
hoyce 

R
ealistic Fiction

R
ed D

eer Press, 2008, 267 pp., $12.95 
ISB

N
: 978-0-88995-417-5

T
his is the story of M

ichael G
rove, w

ho w
as convicted of killing his girlfriend, Lisa, and 

his release from
 prison after his ex-girlfriend, M

iranda, confesses to the crim
e. M

ichael 
struggles w

ith depression, loneliness, and fear as he re-enters the “real” w
orld. W

ith 
the help of his fam

ily, friends, and his kooky grandm
other, Phyllis, he learns to look 

past the stares and ignorance of others. H
e is haunted by the m

em
ories of his drug-

addicted past, sexual m
isadventures w

ith his ex-girlfriend M
iranda, and the w

onderful 
m

em
ories of Lisa.

M
ichael learns to turn his life around and resorts to reading, running, and school w

ork 
to tam

e his m
em

ory-drugged m
ind. H

ow
ever, an interesting tw

ist occurs at the end 
of the novel w

hen letters from
 M

iranda, the m
urderer of his true love, appear at his 

door. Letters begging for help and com
passion suddenly trigger a w

hole new
 route in 

M
ichael’s life.

T
yler Q

uinvilan
T

allahassee, FL

D
ead in

 th
e W

ater by R
obin Stevenson  

C
om

ing of A
ge/A

dventure
O

rca, 2008, 169 pp., $9.95 
ISB

N
: 978-1-55143-962-4

In this fast-paced high-seas adventure, there are m
any vivid details based on the au-

thor’s real-life experiences sailing from
 C

anada to the B
aham

as. Sim
on em

barks on an 
incredible journey of terrifying adventure and self-discovery. H

e is never sure w
ho to 

trust and m
ust do battle w

ith poachers, bullies, and his ow
n ineptitude. B

y the tim
e 

he realizes that he m
ust rely on others instead of just him

self, he is trapped in the hull 
of a boat w

ith his hom
icidal captors. T

his suspenseful novel holds the reader’s atten-
tion from

 beginning to end w
ith very specifi

c descriptions of nautical skill as w
ell as 

the om
inous pow

er of the sea. It is w
ell suited for m

iddle level and early high school 
students. T

his novel w
ould also w

ork w
ell as part of an integrated them

atic unit on 
oceanography, geography, and nautical m

easurem
ent. 

K
enan M

etzger
M

uncie, IN
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N
oth

in
g P

in
k by M

ark H
ardy 

H
om

osexuality
B

oyds M
ill Press, 2008, 109 pp., $16.95  

ISB
N

: 978-1-932425-24-6

Sin is a m
ajor part of V

incent’s life; it m
ust be identifi

ed and then destroyed. Every 
m

om
ent since hearing the w

ord “queer,” V
incent has know

n he w
as gay and prayed 

for salvation. H
e prayed every day until he m

et R
obert. N

ow
, as he revels in the joy 

of being loved, he m
ust also face the prospect of aw

aiting dam
nation. H

ow
ever, the 

discovery of his hom
osexuality is accom

panied by a freeing religious revelation. N
othin

g 
Pin

k by M
ark H

ardy opens up the closed book policies w
hen talking about gays and 

religion. Placing a hom
osexual young m

an in the fam
ily of a B

aptist m
inister produces 

the unique confl
ict present in this novel.

H
ardy w

rites about issues that adolescent readers are deeply invested in. W
ritten w

ith 
a strong voice, yet still fi

lled w
ith topical sensitivity, N

othin
g Pin

k w
ill allow

 students 
to validate their ow

n thoughts and experiences concerning hom
osexuality.

C
aroline C

oy
T

allahassee, FL

P
iggy by M

ireille G
eus 

A
utism

/Em
otional Problem

s
Front Street, 2008, 110 pp., $14.95 

ISB
N

: 978-1-59078-636-9

Lizzy B
ekell, w

hose nicknam
e is D

izzy, is a 12-year-old autistic girl w
ho possesses 

som
e interesting quirks. D

izzy struggles to fi
t in; she is different, and is m

ade fun of 
by her classm

ates for it. T
he other kids call her nam

es, w
hile her m

other tells her she 
is special. O

ne day, a girl nam
ed M

argaret, or Piggy, approaches D
izzy at her bus stop 

hangout. M
argaret fi

nds that she can easily m
anipulate D

izzy to get w
hat she w

ants, 
even going so far as to create a fair-w

eather friendship. T
his begins a sequence of events 

that w
ill change D

izzy and Piggy forever. 

Even though the book w
as translated from

 D
utch to English, it retains all of its em

otion 
and vigor. T

he signifi
cance of autism

 and its effects are truly brought out by author 
M

ireille G
eus. Piggy is short and sw

eet, w
ith a rollercoaster-like pace that doesn’t let up. 

A
lex Platt

T
allahassee, FL

T
h
e P

ostcard by T
ony A

bbott 
A

ction/A
dventure

Little B
row

n, 2008, 354 pp., $15.99  
ISB

N
: 978-0-316-01172-3

Jason is fi
nally a teenager and is excited to have the sum

m
er all to him

self and his best 
friend, H

ector, w
hen his m

other announces that she is shipping him
 to St. Petersburg, 

Florida, instead. T
he fi

rst line in the story proclaim
s that his grandm

other has just passed  
aw

ay, so Jason m
ust help his father bury her. Everything seem

s to be going all right until 
a m

ysterious phone call shakes Jason to the core. Suddenly, he is sw
ept into a w

orld of 
old, secret-coded postcards and hidden stories, fam

ily secrets, and late-night m
issions. 

T
he Postcard is an enthralling story about unsolved fam

ily m
ysteries and secret orders. 

It is a story w
ithin a story containing vivid im

ages of old-tim
e and m

odern-day Florida. 
Postcards, journals, and m

agazines are pieced together to fi
nd the truth of w

hat really 
happened to Jason’s grandm

other. It turns out that death is only the beginning. 
C

ourtney B
urr

A
ltam

onte Springs, FL

P
eace, Locom

otion
 by Jacqueline W

oodson 
Fam

ily/W
ar/Loss

G
.P. Putnam

’s Sons, 2009, 136 pp., $15.99  
ISB

N
: 978-0-399-24655-5

Peace, Locom
otion

 is the lyrical and thoughtful com
panion text to W

oodson’s N
ational 

B
ook A

w
ard Finalist, Locom

otion
. Lonnie C

ollins M
otion, aka Locom

otion, struggles to 
fi

nd his place in his new
 foster fam

ily. H
e loves his new

 fam
ily but m

isses his sister, 
Lili, w

ho w
as placed w

ith a different fam
ily. H

e is dealing w
ith the loss of his parents 

w
hile his new

 fam
ily is struggling w

ith his foster brother’s w
ar injury. T

he novel’s 
backdrop is a country questioning w

hat peace m
eans during the tim

e of an unw
anted 

and unpopular w
ar and provides a tim

eless quality to the story. W
oodson once again 

show
s her ability to create a thoughtful and refl

ective character w
ho confronts and 

grow
s from

 dealing w
ith his fears and insecurities. W

hile this story deals w
ith social 

issues and societal concerns, it does so w
ithout the bleakness often present in texts 

focusing on loss, grief, w
ar, and foster fam

ilies.
M

elanie H
undley

N
ashville, T

N
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Slidin
g on

 th
e E

dge by C
. Lee M

cK
enzie  

Fam
ily/Self-m

utilation/Suicide
W

estside B
ooks, 2009, 268 pp., $16.95 

ISB
N

: 978-1-934813-06-5

“Som
ething’s w

rong.” So begins the story of Shaw
na Stone, the street-w

ise 16-year-old 
w

ho has learned not to rely on anyone but herself. A
bandoned by her m

other w
ith 

only a bus ticket and the nam
e of the grandm

other she’s never m
et, Shaw

na sets out 
for K

ay’s horse ranch in C
alifornia. M

cK
enzie tells K

ay and Shaw
na’s stories in alter-

nating voices, an effective m
eans of uncovering how

 deeply Shaw
na’s pain runs, how

 
tightly both K

ay and Shaw
na hold to their secrets, and how

 privately they each yearn 
for m

ore. T
his is a novel for older students, as it includes details of Shaw

na’s cutting 
herself and m

ultiple attem
pts at suicide. 

C
atherine M

cT
am

aney
N

ashville, T
N

Steppin
g U

p by M
ark Fink 

Self-D
iscovery/Friendship/B

asketball/B
ullies

W
estside B

ooks, 2009, 216 pp., $16.95 
ISB

N
: 978-1-934813-03-4

B
asketball. M

aking friends. T
alking to . . . girls. A

ll of these teenage pursuits com
e 

easily to his best friend, M
ike, but not to Ernie D

olan. O
n the basketball court, Ernie 

can keep up, but he is a little too slow
 and a little too short to ever be “the m

an.” Ernie 
often fi

nds him
self on the outside looking in. O

n the fi
rst day of a com

petitive basket-
ball cam

p, Ernie is nicknam
ed “C

hoke” by the cam
p bully. B

y the third day, Ernie and 
M

ike are barely friends anym
ore. A

t the dance w
ith the girls’ cam

p, Ernie hum
iliates 

him
self by spilling soda on several girls. H

ow
ever, kind coaches, new

 friends, and 
a near-fatal tragedy help Ernie discover that by being him

self, he really can fi
nd the 

confi
dence to “step up.” 

B
lake T

enore
N

ashville, T
N

Step to T
h
is by N

ikki C
arter 

T
rue to Life/T

een C
hristian Fiction

D
afi

na/K
ensington Press, 2009, 232 pp., $9.95 

ISB
N

: 978-0-7582-3439-1

G
ia Stokes is a fi

fteen-year-old w
ho is grounded in her faith and in her self-esteem

. H
er 

m
other keeps her in line through church functions and tough love because she does 

not w
ant G

ia to becom
e a teen m

other. G
ia has her head on straight w

ith A
P classes, 

an SA
T

 high-frequency-w
ord vocabulary, and creative dancing ability. B

ut her identity 
and faith are challenged w

hen she decides to try out for the H
i-Steppers dance team

 
at her high school. 

A
s she claim

s one of the top spots in the group, G
ia’s popularity soars. V

alerie, the 
leader of the H

i-Steppers, hooks G
ia up w

ith a m
akeover and a football player nam

ed 
R

om
eo. T

hese changes cause G
ia to lose touch w

ith herself and her best friend, R
icky. 

She w
eaves a w

eb of lies that puts her in a challenging position.

M
iddle school and high school readers w

ill enjoy this engaging page-turner!
A

njeanette C
. A

lexander-Sm
ith

T
allahassee, FL

Su
ite Scarlett by M

aureen Johnson 
Fam

ily
Point, 2008, 368 pp., $16.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-439-89927-7

Scarlett is the third of four children in the M
artin fam

ily, w
ho ow

n, operate, and inhabit 
the historic H

opew
ell H

otel in N
Y

C
. T

he hotel once hosted som
e of the m

ost glam
orous 

m
ovie stars in its 27 room

s; how
ever, today the building is shabby and rundow

n. O
n 

her 15
th birthday, Scarlett is put in charge of one of the hotel’s 27 room

s, the Em
pire 

Suite. Scarlett fi
nds herself m

aintaining the room
 of M

rs. A
m

berson, a failed 1970s 
starlet w

ho has returned to the city to w
rite her m

em
oirs. 

T
hroughout Suite Scarlett, the them

e of fam
ily unity runs deep. M

aureen Johnson does 
a great job of portraying an A

m
erican fam

ily w
ith fi

nancial problem
s and busy sched-

ules. In addition, the m
em

bers of the M
artin fam

ily all begin to realize the things in 
their lives that are the m

ost im
portant and m

eaningful. O
verall, Johnson’s characters 

are quirky, m
em

orable, and overall believable people. 
M

elissa Z
am

onis
T

allahassee, FL
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W
ell D

efi
n
ed: V

ocabu
lary in

 R
h
ym

e by M
ichael Salinger 

Poetry
Illustrated by Sam

 H
enderson

W
ordsong–B

oyds M
ill Press, 2009, 64 pp., $16.95 

ISB
N

: 978-1-59078-615-4

A
 book based on defi

ning w
ords m

ay seem
 an unlikely choice for a classroom

 library, 
but W

ell D
efi

n
ed is light and fun w

hile still being inform
ative. Salinger defi

nes “tw
o-

dollar w
ords” (p. 7),—

like equivocal, recalcitrant, and transm
ute—

in poetic form
. C

are-
fully crafted defi

nitions (w
ith their ow

n tw
o-dollar w

ords) are told through story-like 
context w

ith plenty of personifi
cation; students w

ill have plenty of fun as they try to 
im

itate the new
 w

ords. C
artoon-like illustrations accom

pany m
any of the poem

s and 
provide visual cues for readers. Parts of speech of each w

ord are included in the table 
of contents, and dictionary defi

nitions are listed at the bottom
 of each poem

. 
Faith H

. W
allace

K
ennesaw

, G
A

U
n
w

in
d by N

eal Shusterm
an 

Science Fiction/D
ystopia

Sim
on &

 Shuster B
ooks for Y

oung R
eaders, 2007, 

ISB
N

: 978-14169-1204-0
352 pp., $16.99

U
n

w
in

d takes place after the Second C
ivil W

ar, a long and violent w
ar betw

een the 
Pro-life and Pro-choice arm

ies. A
ccording to the B

ill of Life, a set of law
s passed to 

end the w
ar, life is sacred from

 the point of conception until the age of 13. B
etw

een 
13 and 18, a child m

ay be retroactively “aborted” as long as the child’s life doesn’t 
technically end. T

he process by w
hich a child is both term

inated and yet still alive is 
called “unw

inding.” 

C
onnor’s parents choose to “unw

ind” him
 because he gets in trouble at school. R

isa, 
an orphan, is unw

ound by the state because there isn’t enough m
oney to take care of 

her. Lev’s fam
ily is religious, and his “unw

inding” has been planned since his birth. 
H

e is raised to see him
self as a “tithe.” T

hese three teens m
eet by accident and struggle 

to survive until they are 18. 
M

elanie H
undley

N
ashville, T

N

W
h
at T

h
ey A

lw
ays T

ell U
s by M

artin W
ilson  

Friendship 
D

elacorte, 2008, 291 pp., $15.99  
ISB

N
: 978-0-385-90500-8

T
een angst just got a m

uch needed 21st-century perspective in this genuine story of 
tw

o brothers and their struggle to com
e together throughout a turbulent school year.

Jam
es w

as once close to his younger brother A
lex, but things have changed. Jam

es, a 
senior, does not care to be associated w

ith A
lex, a loner trying to fi

nd his niche. Jam
es 

has his ow
n issues to deal w

ith: picking a college, going to parties, girls, and fi
nding 

a w
ay to stay sane in sm

all-tow
n A

labam
a. A

lex m
ust overcom

e his shaky past and 
the pressure to live up to his big brother’s reputation. Jam

es and A
lex discover the 

value of fam
ily and friendship in this pow

erful tale of self-acceptance and grow
ing up. 

Jam
es and A

lex’s perspectives alternate through the chapters. A
lex’s chapters capture 

his loneliness and desire for social recognition w
hile Jam

es’s focus on his insecurities 
and concern for the future. 

B
ryce Lew

is
T

allahassee, FL

P
u
blish

ers w
h
o w

ish
 to su

bm
it a book for possible review

 sh
ou

ld sen
d 

a copy of th
e book to:

 
M

elan
ie H

u
n
dley

 
D

ept. of T
each

in
g an

d Learn
in

g
 

B
ox 230

 
230 A

ppleton
 P

lace
 

G
P
C

 
N

ash
ville, T

N
 37203

T
o su

bm
it a review

 for possible pu
blication

 or to becom
e a review

er, 
con

tact M
elan

ie H
u
n
dley at m

elan
ie.h

u
n
dley@

van
derbilt.edu

.
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