Call for Manuscripts

Submitting a Manuscript:
Manuscript submission guidelines are available on p. 2 of this issue and on our website at
http://www.alan-ya.org/page/alan-review-author-guidelines. All submissions may be sent to
thealanreview @gmail.com.

Summer 2017: The World of Young Adult Literature

Submissions due on or before November 1, 2016
The world of young adult literature extends beyond the United States. And yet, readers in our nation
are not often invited to consider stories published in or written about other lands, cultures, and
communities. While the United States is rich in diversity and the field is increasingly recognizing the
need to share stories for and about all readers, we are a single nation on a globe inhabited by many.
We wonder what might be gained from increased exposure to a wider array of young adult literature
that lies beyond our national borders. We wonder, too, what challenges exist in finding, publishing,
and teaching such titles and how we might address these with care and humanity.

To that end, we invite contributors to consider the stories of adolescence that are written around
the globe and to tackle questions related to international literature, both broadly and narrowly defined.
What common experiences, realities, and ways of knowing, doing, and being exist across cultures?
What differences might reveal our biases—and enhance our understandings? Are cultural differences
ever too big to bridge? Whose stories get published—and whose remain untold to a larger community?
What role do translators play in telling stories to new audiences? Can literature unite people across
distant places? Is it true that “Even when you got crazy people or drunk people on buses, people
that went on stupidly, and shouted rubbish or tried to tell you all about themselves, you could never
really tell about them either” (David Almond, Skellig, p. 13)? Or can story help us know an unfamiliar
somebody a bit better? Although “two mountains can never meet, . . . perhaps you and I can meet
again. I am coming to your waterfall” (Edwidge Danticat, The Farming of Bones, p. 283).

Fall 2017: Advocacy, Activism, and Agency in Young Adult Literature
Submissions due on or before March 1, 2017
Given their age and perceived lack of power in an adult-run world, adolescents may experience help-
lessness, cynicism, or frustration—either from not being able to address issues that anger or frustrate
them or from their inability to evoke change in the face of obstacles over which they have little to no
control. As teachers, however, we recall moments of insight and passion and optimism displayed by
our students in response to literature. We believe that stories can empower readers, and we wonder
just how far-reaching such empowerment can extend, especially in classrooms and libraries that invite
young people to question, to argue, to imagine what is possible—and what they can do to achieve it.
For this issue, we encourage you to share examples of how you promote advocacy, activism, and
agency among students (and/or their teachers, families, etc.) using young adult literature. How are
these efforts depicted and advanced by authors? How do readers witness and respond to such efforts?
How might YAL be used to inspire action in the classroom and larger community? Can story serve to
better our world and the lives of those who live here?
As we ponder, we hear the voice of Emil Sher’s teen protagonist when he chooses to take responsi-
bility for a challenging dilemma before it becomes too late for action: “I wanted to clean up the mess
. ... The mess would keep spreading like those huge oil spills that turn blue water black and leave
birds so covered with oil they never fly again” (Young Man with Camera, p. 108). We recognize the
challenges inherent in assuming agency, advocating, and acting, but we find hope in Kekla Magoon’s
reminder: “The river moves, but it follows a path. When it tires of one journey, it rubs through some
rock to forge a new way. Hard work, but that’s its nature” (The Rock and the River, p. 283).

As always, we also welcome submissions focused on any aspect of young adult literature not directly
connected to these themes.
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