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OPENERS 


Annual Conference-Good News and Bad 

by Cy Dillon 

Putting this issue together 
has given me a chance to 
remember and reflect 

upon the various activities of the 
Virginia Library Association 1997 
Annual Conference. As you can see 
fro m the excellent program reports 
from dedicated committee and 
forum participants, as well as from 
the perceptive photographic work 
of Pierre Courtois, this year's event 
was lively, informative, and chal
lenging. 

The interesting speakers, com
fortable meeting rooms, fine 
meals, and great company mo re 
than made up for the inconven
iences of traffic, parking, and a fire 
alarm that sent us all outside for 
no apparent reason . I especially 
enjoyed hearing Chuck McClure 
rave about the speed of technologi
cal change, Judith Krug discuss fil
tering and censoring the Internet, 
Tom Feelings explain how he used 
techniques usually associated with 
children's books to increase the 
emotional impact of Middle Pas
sage, and Dale Henry use a keen 
comic sen se to help us believe we 
ca n lighten up without slacking 
off. But among all these profes
sional speakers, the most memora
ble words of the Conference came 
from Stephen E. Story, winner of 
the Trustee Award and a trustee of 
the Norfolk Public Library. Mr. 
Story's brief statement, read in his 
absence by Olivia Osei-Sarfo of 
Norfolk Public, is an eloquent trib
ute to all library staff. It is 
reprinted in full in our Conference 
coverage, and I expect it will be 
reprinted and repeated often in 
the coming months. 

From the perspective of the 
Association, the 1997 Annual Con
ference was generally successful. 
VLA members and participants in 
the District of Columbia Library 
Association totaled S 13 attendees. 
Seventy-one vendors bought and 
filled seventy-nine booths, and 
enough hotel rooms were occupied 
to fulfill the contract with the 
Hyatt. All in all, the attentive man
agement of Linda Hahne and the 

I am suggesting that 

our Annual Conference 

is going to have to 

change to survive. 

Conference Committee assured 
that VLA actually made a profit on 
the Conference in 1997, and that 
was a marked improvement over 
1996. 

In spite of all the positive quali
ties of the 1997 Conference, I can
not avoid being concerned about 
the future of our yearly meetings. 
The attendance at a number of the 
programs was simply not enough . 
It was especially embarrassing to 
be in the small group that gath
ered Saturday to h ear Tom Feel
ings' superb talk on his life as an 
artist, but it was also distressing to 
hear the vendOtS-Complain, quite 
fairly, that there was too little traf
fic in the exhibits t<t 

1 
justify their 

expense and time. 
We can hardly expect to con

tinue to afford first-rate presenters 

and draw substantial advertising 
dollars if our membership stays 
home. Don't get me wrong; I'm 
not trying to make the maj ority of 
our members feel guilty. I am sug
gesting that our Annual Confer
ence is going to have to change to 
survive. Association officers and 
staff are already evaluating poten
tial adjustments. They are particu
larly sensitive to the concerns of 
the vendors who contribute a large 
share to the financial success of 
the Conference.· The frequency, 
length, locatio n, content, and cost 
of these meetings will all have to 
be examined in order to produce 
an event that fits the needs of our 
membership and advances the pur
poses of the organization. VLA is 
already committed to sites, part
n erships, and formats for at least 
two yea rs, but now is the time to 
begin planning for the years we 
can change. 

Only eigh ty of this year's Con
ference attendees completed an 
evaluation. Is it then fair to 
ass ume that only one VLA member 
out of fifteen has anything impor
tant to say about our association's 
largest annual event? If you have 
ideas or opinio ns concerning 
Annual Conference, make sure 
they get to VLA Council. Pass 
them along to a friend or colleague 
in that group or, if you want a 
larger audience, send them to me 
in the form of a letter to the 
editor. Discussion and the free 
exchange of ideas is a sign of a 
vibrant organization, and VLA 
wants to hear from everyone with 
something to say. m 
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PRESIDENT ' S COLUMN 


Designated Agenda Sparks Successful Year 

by Lis Chabot 


A t th is time last year, I was 
preparing for my leader
ship year. I began by 

reviewing the Association and its 
mission, budget, membership, and 
current circumstances. I then 
asked the question, "What are 
some worthy outcomes that could 
result from this particular set of 
variables?" I knew that I needed to 
engage Association members in 
this discussion, so the February 
Council meeting included a collab
orative effort to develop a 1997 
VLA Designated Agenda with a 
focus on the following concepts: 
advocacy, access, communication, 
partnerships, continuing educa
tion/mentoring, and member ser
vices. Council member comments 
and ideas were then used to formu
late the specifics of the agenda. 

At the April Council meeting, 
Phil Abraham, our legislative liai
son, reviewed the 1997 legislative 
session and discussed the develop
ment of an advocacy plan for the 
remainder of 1997 as well as the 
1998 General Assembly session. In 
addition, Tom Hehman shared 
strategies gleaned from his success
ful local funding initiative. During 
the summer, a Legislative Commit
tee was formed to begin planning 
for the 1998 legislative session. 
The primary focus for the session 
will be the restoration of full fund
ing of the state aid formula for 
public libraries. A position paper 
has been prepared and shared with 
the library community. We hope 
that ongoing advocacy activities will 
assist libraries in Virginia in their 
efforts to develop and maintain 
quality collections and services. 

I am pleased to report on the 
success of two partnership initia
tives during 1997. VLA, in associa
tion with the Virginia Association 
of Law Libraries and the Virginia 
Coalition for Open Government, 
funded the participation of josh 
Wheeler, Director of Programs at 
the Thomas jefferson Center for 

The Association has 

maintained a similar 

structure for several 

years, during which 

member interests and 

needs have evolved. 

It is a challenge to 

respond to these 

changes.... 

the Protection of Free Expression, 
in ALA's "Lawyers for Libraries" 
Institute. josh subsequently pre
sented a well-received program on 
"Libraries and the First Amend
ment" at our annual conference. 
VLA also jointly sponsored an 
ALA/PBS video conference on the 
implementation of new telecom
munications discount rates for 
schools and libraries. 

During the year, the VLA Con
ference Committee worked dili
gently to plan an educational and 
stimulating 1997 conference. Three 
keynote speakers addressed the 
conference theme "Bridging the 

Boundaries: Partners in Knowl
edge" from a variety of perspec
tives. The conference programs are 
reviewed in detail in the other arti
cles in this publication. We were 
pleased with the attendance and 
member feedback. I am very 
pleased to report that we were able 
to conclude the conference with a 
profit after taking care of all 
expenses! The structure and con
tent of the annual conference were 
discussed and reviewed at the june 
Council meeting. This information 
has been shared with the current 
Conference Committee. 

In the areas of communication 
and access, we continue to receive 
positive feedback on the VLA web 
site. The VLA jobline has proven 
to be a popular service with 
employers and job seekers. In part
nership with the Library of Vir
ginia, a VLA listserv has been 
established to enhance communi
cation among members of the 
Association. 

The discussion at the September 
Council meeting focused on a 
review of VLA's organizational 
structure. The Association has 
maintained a similar structure for 
several years, during which mem
ber interests and needs have 
evolved. It is a challenge to 
respond to these changes through 
the mechanism of a volunteer 
organization. A Task Force made 
up of members of the Administra
tive Services Committee and tqe 
Continuing Education Committee 
was appointed to study this issue. 
Pertinent information to be 
reviewed by the Task Force 
includes the results of the bi



PAGE4 VIRGINIA LIBRARIES OCTOBER DECEMBER 1997 

annual Membership Survey and 
the 1997 Needs Assessment. The 
Executive Committee will review 
the Task Force Report and use the 
information in its planning pro
cess at the annual retreat in Janu
ary of 1998. 

The Executive Committee has 
reviewed the current manage
ment requirements of the Associ
ation and developed relevant 
documentation and policies. The 
annual management services 
review process now includes the 
opportunity for comment from 
all Association members. During 
the past year, we have attempted 
to develop activities, p ublica
tions, and services in view of our 
financial base. We now have 
accurate budget information for a 
calendar year and will use this 

data to make recommendations 
for future operations. 

I believe that we successfully 
addressed many of the Desig
nated Agenda items in 1997. I am 
certain that Tom Hehman, the 
incoming VLA President, joins 
me in welcoming ideas and com
ments from the membership. It 
remains our goal to build on 
VLA's current strengths, while at 
the same time continuing to 
evolve to meet future challenges 
and opportunities. 

In conclusion, I would like to 
thank the general membership, 
the members of VLA Council, my 
fellow Executive Committee 
members, and Linda Hahne of 
Association Management, Inc., 
for a very rewarding, stimulating, 
and educational year. m 

YOU HAVE THE 

Uirginia Coalition for 
Open Gouernment and 

Uirginia library Association 

Partners in resisting 
abridgement of free 
exp ression and free 

access to ideas. 

\II\( ;1\: 1. \ ('().\I .1'1' 1( >\: 
F oR OPE N GOVERNMEN T 

For membership information, 
call Frosty Landon at 540-981-3396. 

Guidelines for Submissions to Virginia Libraries 
1. Virginia Libraries seeks to publish articles and 
reviews of interest to the library community in Vir

ginia. Articles reporting research, library programs 
and even ts, and opinion pieces are all considered for 
publication. Queries are encouraged. Brief 
announcements and press releases should be 

djrected to the VLA News letter. 

2. Man uscripts are accepted single-spaced o n letter
sized paper. If at all possible, manuscripts should be 
submitted as text files on 3.5-inch computer disks. 
Both manuscripts and disks become the property of 
Virginia Libraries upon publication. Unpublished 
articles will be returned within one year. 


3. Illustrations, particularly monochrome images and 
drawings, are encouraged and should be submitted 
whenever appropriate to accompany a manuscript. 

Illustrations will be returned if requested in advance. 


4. Bibliographic notes should appear at the end of 

the manuscript and shou ld conform to the latest 

edition of the Chicago Manua l ofStyle. 


5. Articles should be 750-1250 words. 


6. Submit manuscripts to: 

Cy Dillon 

Ferrum College 

P.O. Box 1000 

Ferrum, Virginia 24088 


7. Deadlines for submjssions are: December 15 for 
January/February/March; March 15 for April/May/ 
June; June 15 for July/August/September; September 
1 for October/November/December. m 
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The VIVA Private College 

Funding Initiative 


by John Jaffe 

John G.Jaffe is Director ofLibraries & Integrated Learning Resources at Sweet Briar College. 

The following remarks are in response 
to my request to explain the rationa le 
behind the Virginia Private College 
and University Library Assodation's 
legislative funding request for 
$500,000 in matching funds to Vir
ginia Libraries readers. As we go to 
press, the money asked for is not in 
Governor Allen's proposed budget, but 
efforts continue with the General 
Assembly. CD 

T he initiative to expand 
VIVA to include funding 
for independent colleges 

is a natural outgrowth of VIVA's 
success. VIVA has always included 
the independent institutions in 
each resource initiative it has pur
sued. Each contract negotiated has 
provided a mechanism for inde
pendent colleges to buy in to the 
sharing of information and 
resources that is the core of vrvA, 
and that is one component of how 
VIVA is transforming libraries in 
the Commonwealth. The impetus 
to expand vrvA to fully include all 
the independent institutions (eligi
ble non-profit institutions of higher 
education as defined in 23-9,10:3 
of the Code of Virginia) in vrvA 
contracts that are newly nego

tiated in the next biennium arises 
from several sources and will bring 
several benefits. 

First, in the initial ventures, 
VIVA was able to achieve signifi
cant benefits from extending 
resources in cost effective contract-

Benefits from the 

initiative will accrue 

to a wide variety of 

the Commonwealth's 

learners. 

ing because the number of institu
tions involved represented all the 
publicly funded colleges and most 
of the independent institutions. 
The benefits of negotiating con
tracts for the higher education 
institutions in the Commonwealth 
that represent both independent 
and publicly funded colleges is 
greater than benefits that can be 
had from negotiating for the two 
groups separately. In addition, as 
the variety of resources increased, 
independent colleges participated 
at differing levels in each, dimin
ishing the sense on the part of 

information providers of the uni
form nature of VIVA and raising 
questions about its future growth. 
The move to include independent 
institutions in all resource sharing 
efforts will address this potential 
difficulty. 

Another impetus to the initia
tive, and one that is seen by many 
as the primary reason to expand 
VIVA in this way, is the increase in 
educational offerings for citizens 
in the Commonwealth available 
through distance education. Learn
ers in these programs require 
access to a level playing field of 
library resources. Often, they 
access collections and information 
at independent institutions. 
Instructors and area coordinators 
of these offerings also use indepen
dent college libraries. Through 
expanding VIVA to provide a uni
form base throughout the Com
monwealth for learners accessing 
higher education institution librar
ies, the value of these educational 
offerings can be increased and the 
success of the opportunities to 
learn offered citizens will be 
enhanced. 

There are also expansion ideas 
for VIVA that include extension 
beyond higher education. The 
desire to enable VIVA, which 
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The Virtual Library of Virgini~ 


began as a clearly focused higher 
education initiative, to cover 
higher education as comprehen
sively as it is able and to demon
strate its success prior to expand
ing beyond higher education is 
another impetus for the indepen
dent college initiative. 

Benefits from the initiative will 
accrue to a wide variety of the 
Commonwealth's learners. Stu
dents at independent institutions, 
many of whom are citizens of Vir
ginia, will benefit. Faculty at all 
institutions will have expanded 
resources available that can 
enhance the quality of education 
available. Distance learners, dis
tance education practitioners and 

others who use independent col
lege libraries will benefit from the 
uniform resource base an 
expanded VIVA can provide. By 
having expanded resource access 
available and expanding access to 
independent college collections, 
the sum total of library resources 
available in the Commonwealth 
will increase. just as at Sweet Briar, 
several faculty live in Charlottes
ville and use the resources of the 
University of Virginia in their 
research and class preparation on 
evenings and weekends, so too 
there are several Sweet Briar 
faculty either also teaching at the 
University or University faculty 
resident in the Sweet Briar area 

who use our library. The VIVA 
expansion will benefit both groups 
and their students. Countless simi
lar examples can be found 
throughout Virginia. 

The fiscal benefits are also of 
value as the expansion is on a 
matching fund basis in that the 
independent colleges are providing 
$500,000 to increase VIVA funds 
and match the legislative invest
ment. This increased purchasing 
power along with the increased 
and uniform nature of VIVA, 
incorporating the majority of 
higher education institutions, will 
lead to greater negotiating pres
ence in working to increase shared 
resources. m 
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CONFU Still Grappling with Fair Use 

by Sarah K. Wiant 


Sally Wiant is Professor ofLaw and Director ofthe Law Library at Washington and Lee University. 

This article was first published in the 
November 1997 number o(Informa
tion Outlook. 

T he United States Confer
ence on Fair Use 
(CONFU) was convened 

in September 1994. CONFU's mis
sion was three-fold: to bring 
together copyright owners and 
users, to discuss fair use issues, and 
to develop guidelines for fair use of 
copyrighted works by librarians 
and educators.1 Although the 
guidelines failed to receive suffi
cient endorsements by organiza
tions to warrant official action, 
proposed guidelines in several 
areas were issued in an interim 
report to the Commissioner of the 
PT0.2 During the following 
months organizations considered 
the guidelines for endorsement. In 
May 1997 the conference con
cluded with a final report to be 
issued later. Additionally, some 
subgroups of CONFU continue to 
work informally toward develop
ing more broadly accepted fair use 
guidelines with the hope that 
more organizations would agree to 
endorse them. 

The 1976 Copyright Act pro
vides limited rights to copyright 
owners and specifies certain 
exempted uses which are outside 
of the rights of the copyright 
owner. The broadest of these limi
tations on owner's rights is the fair 
use doctrine.3 The fair use doctrine 
provides a defense to copyright 

infringement when the challenged 
use satisfies the statutory four
pronged test to be characterized as 
fair.4 

In 1993, President Bill Clinton 
created the Information Infrastruc
ture Task Force (IITF) to imple
ment the administration's vision 
of a National Information Infra
structure (Nil). A Working Group 
on Intellectual Property Rights, 

The Working Group 

believed that existing 

fair use guidelines 

would be difficult to 

apply in the electronic 

environment. 

chaired by Bruce Lehman, Com
missioner of Patents and Trade
marks, was formed as part of the 
IITF. The Working Group was 
charged with evaluating the intel
lectual property implications of 
the Nil and recommending 
changes to existing U.S. intellec
tual property law and policy. 

The Working Group released its 
preliminary draft report (Green 
Paper)S on July 7, 1994. The Green 
Paper expressed concern over limi
tations on copyright owners' 
exclusive rights to provide public 
access to copyr.igh.ted works trans
mitted digitally. Sp~cifically, the 
Green Paper address~d the limita

tions contained in the fair use pro
visions of the Copyright Act. The 
Working Group believed that exist
ing fair use guidelines would be 
difficult to apply in the electronic 
environment. 

To address these concerns, the 
Green Paper called for a confer
ence to bring together copyright 
owners and users to develop guide
lines for library and educational 
fair use of copyrighted works. 
Thus, CONFU was created. The 
Working Group issued its final 
report (White Pa.per)6 in Septem
ber 1995. The fair use concerns 
expressed in the Green Paper were 
notably absent from the White 
Paper. When the White Paper was 
released, CONFU was still at work. 
CONFU's objectives were similar to 
those of the congressionally
created Commission on the New 
Technological Uses of Copyrighted 
Works (CONTU). CONTU was 
created to develop guidelines for 
interlibrary loan and to determine 
the copyright implications of com
puter software and electronic data
bases. 7 

Guided by a five-person steering 
committee, CONFU held public 
meetings beginning in September 
1994. Forty organizations repre
senting copyright owners, librari
ans, and educators were asked to 
submit agenda items along with 
up to three principles which 
should apply to educational and 
library fair use in the digital envi
ronment. Participants' statements 
were discussed at CONFU's first 
meeting. Several proposed princi-
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pies predominated: policy con
cerns, m edia application, market
place, licen sing/ transaction track
ing, Internet/online browsing, and 
n ew guideline concerns. From 
these principles, agenda topics 
were developed through a series of 
presentatio ns and discussions 
which included specific scenarios 
as examples of how fair use guide
lines would affect the parties 
involved. 

From this preliminary work, 
CONFU split into six topical work
ing groups: digital images, distance 
learning, educational multimedia, 
library use of computer software, 
electronic reserve systems, and inter
libra ry loan/document delivery. 

Th e goa l of the digital images 
working group was to establish 
guidelines for digital archive crea
tion, digital images used for educa
tional purposes, and digitizing of 
pre-existing a nalog images as well 
as n ewly acquired images. After 
several discussions thi s group dis
solved, but CONFU thought the 
issue so important that another 
worki ng group was organized with 
professionals from other fields, 
including art history, science, and 
biomedicine. Th e group issued its 
proposed guidelines with the rec
ommendation that parties work 
with the guidelines for one year in 
h opes that broader endorsement 
will come at the end of that trial 
period.s 

The guidelines proposed by the 
distance lea rning subgroup extend 
the face-to-face teaching exemp
tions in § 110 of the Copyright 
Act. However, the gu idelines apply 
only to real time performance and 
display of copyrighted works, not 
to asynchronous delivery of dis
tance lea rning via computer net
works.9 Beginning again in Sep
tember 1997, the distance learning 
working group continues to work 
towa rds mo re broadly accepted 
guidelines. Although it is unlikely 
that the members wi ll reach a con
sen sus about extending the exemp

tions of § 110 to asynchronous 
delivery, the group believes that 
continuing discussion is valuable. 

Work o n the multimedia guide
lines was begun by the Con sor
tium of College and University 
Media Cente rs before CONFU was 
convened, and th at group contin
ued to meet while regularly report
ing to CONFU. Members of 
CONFU were encouraged to partic
ipate. The educa tional multimedia 

The Special Libraries 

Association is the only 

organization to date to 

endorse all of the 

CONFU guidelines. 

proposed guidelines apply to copy
righted works used in multimedia 
projects by students and ed ucators 
as part of systematic lea rning activ
ities at nonprofit educational insti
tutions.10 Non profit education al 
institutions are defined as non
profit institutions with the p ri
mary focus of supporting research 
and instructional activities of 
teachers and students. The educa
tional multimedia guidelines met 
with significa nt endorsement by 
those CONFU members actively 
involved with multimedia; how
ever, most members, including 
most library organizations, opposed 
the guidelines. 11 

Electronic reserve systems allow 
for the storage, access, display, and 
downloading o f electro nic versions 
of materials to support the instruc
tional requirements of a specific 
course at a nonprofit educatio nal 
institution . Guidelines in this area 
were viewed by many as an exten
sio n of existing library reserve 
guidelines.12 Unfortunately, the 
guidelines pro posed by the work
ing group met with significant 
opposition within CONFU, and no 

electronic reserve guidelines were 
included in CONFU's report. Many 
proprietors believe that electronic 
reserves are a form of course pack 
publishing and are not fair u se, 
while some libra ry organizations 
viewed the proposed guidelines as 
too restrictive to endorse. In the 
mea ntime, h owever, som e library 
associatio ns as well as some ma jor 
universi ties feel that the guidelines 
a re sufficiently restrictive to war
rant their implementation. 

The interlibrary loan/document 
delivery worki ng gro up decided 
unanimously that it is not possible 
to draft widely acceptable guide
lines at this time. 

In evaluati ng library use of com
puter software, the subgroup devel
oped different scena rios to illus
trate library use of computer soft
ware. CONFU participants decided 
that the scen arios were sufficie nt 
to provide guidance in thi s area, 
and therefore did n ot draft guide
lines.13 

Th e o riginal forty groups 
invited to participate in the Sep
tember 1994 meeting grew to over 
ninety-five organization s partici
pating in November 1996. 
Alth ough no guidelines h ad broad 
enough support to warrant final 
approval, proposed guidelines in 
many areas were included in the 
December 1996 Interim Report to 
Commissioner Lehman.14 CONFU 
will reconvene in May 1998. 

The Special Libraries Association 
is the only o rganization to date to 
endo rse a ll of the CONFU guide
lines. The SLA views development 
of these guidelines as a starting 
point and believes that the guide
lines sh ould evolve with technol
ogy and users' ch anging need s. 
The SLA h o pes that people work
ing in the field will put the guide
lines to use in the electronic envi
ronment to determine the ben efits 
and problems which will arise 
under the guidelines. Only then 
should the guidelines be read into 
the legislative record. 

http:Lehman.14
http:lines.13
http:guidelines.12
http:tutions.10
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End Notes 

1 See Notice of First Meeting of 
Conference on " Fair Use" and the 
Na tio nal Information Infrastruc
ture (Nil), 59 Fed. Reg. 46,823 
(1994). 

2 The Confere nce on Fair Use, 
An Interim Report to th e Co mmis
sioner (1996 ), www. uspto.gov /web/ 
offices/dcom/olia/confu/ [herein
after CON FU Interim Report]. 

3 17 u.s.c. § 107 (1994). 
4 The factors to be weighed in 

the fair use analysis are: "(1) the 
purpose and character of the use ... ; 
(2) the nature of the copyrighted 
work; (3) the amount and substan
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(4) the effect of the use upon the 
potential market for or value of 
the copyrighted work." 17 U.S.C. § 
107 (1994). 

5 Info rmation Infrastructure 
Task Force, Working Group on 
Intellectual Property, Rights, Intel
lectual Property and th e Nationa l 
Information Infrastructure: A Pre
liminary Draft of th e Report of th e 
W orking Group on Intellectual 

Property Rights (1994). 
6 Information Infrastructure 

Task Force, Wo rking Group o n 
Intellectual Property, The National 
Commiss ion on New Technological 
Uses of Copyrighted W orks, Final 
Report (I 979). CONTU's recom
mendations on computer pro
grams were codified at 17 U.S.C. § 
11 7 (1994). The interlibrary loan 
guide lines were published in the 
Conference Repo rt that accompa
nied the Act. See H.R. Rep. No. 
1733, 94th Cong., 2d Sess. (1976). 

7 The National Commission on 
New Technological Uses of Copy
righted Works, Final Report (I 979). 
CONTU's recommendations on 
computer programs were codified 
at 17 U.S.C. § 11 7 (1994). The 
interlibrary loa n guidelines were 
published in the Confe rence 
Report that accompanied the Act. 
See H.R. Rep. No. 1733, 94th 
Con g., 2d Sess. (1976). 

8 Proposal for Educational Fair 
Use Guidelines for Digital Images, 
CONFU Interim Report, App. H 
(Dec. 1996). 

9 Proposal for Educatio nal Fair 
Use Guidelines for Distance Learn
ing, CONFU Interi m Report, App. I 
(Dec. 1996). 

tO Proposal for Fair Use Guide
lin es for Educatio n Multimedia, 
CONFU Interim Report, App. ] 
(Dec. 1996). 

11 Th e Proposal for Fair Use 
Guidelines for Educational Multi
media a long with a current list of 
the o rganizati ons endo rsing the 
guidelin es is available at www.sju. 
edu/ -lees/]FU-Iet-intro.html. 

12 See American Library Associa
tion, Model Policy Concerning Col
lege and University Photocopying for 
Classroom Research and Library 
Reserve Use (1982), reprinted in 4 
Coli. & Res. Lib. News 127-31 
(1982). Also available at www.cni. 
org/docs/infopols/www/ALA.html 
#mpup. 

13 Statement on Use of Copy
righted Computer Programs (Soft
ware) in Libraries-Scenarios, CONFU 
Interim Report, App. K (Dec. 1996). 

14 Supra note 1. m 

SouthWest Information Network Group 


S Super Scholarships 

W Wonderful Book Contracts 

I Innovative Serials List 

N Nifty Programs 

G Good Grief! Why hasn 't 
your library joined? 

Contact: Bill Muller, Bristol PUiilic Library, 701 Goode Street, 

Bristol, VA 24201-4199 (540) 669-9444 IE-MAIL: bmuller @leo.vsla.edu 


All Geographic Areas Welcome! 

http:leo.vsla.edu
http:uspto.gov
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Reclassification of the Foreign Law 

Collection at the College of 


William and Mary Law Library 

by Haibin Hu 


Haibin Hu is now Reference Librarian at th e Professional Center Library of Wake Forest University. 

T he College of William and 
Mary Law Library owns a 
substantial collection of 

foreign and inte rnational law 
material, which has bee n acquired 
over the decades. In December 
1994, a major project, n ecessitated 
by changes in the Library o f Con
gress' classification sch edules for 
fo reign law during the past decade, 
was undertaken to reclassify the 
library's fo reign law collection . By 
the time this reclassifica tio n was 
co mpleted in summer 1996, a large 
number of volumes in the collec
tion were reassigned a new call 
number a nd shifted a round to new 
location s in the libra ry. The resul
ta nt fore ign law collectio n is better 
organi zed, integrated, and more 
accessible to pa tro ns of the libra ry. 
In this article, I will sha re o u r 
experience a nd insights with those 
who m ay be considering similar 
endeavo rs. 

Why Reclassify? 

The Will ia m and Ma ry Law 
Library's classificatio n sch eme, like 
that o f most law and resea rch 
libraries' a round the country, fol
lows the principles and practices o f 
the Library of Congress (LC) classi
fi cation system. A maj or advantage 
of following LC practice is, obvi
ously, that our collectio n is com

patible with the collections of law 
and research libraries over the 
country, which benefits library 
managem ent (e.g., bibliographic 
control) and resource-sharing (e.g., 
interlibrary loan). 

However, observing LC practice 

However, observing 


LC practice comes with 


a price. Whenever LC 


decides to change its 


own classification, we 


must make changes to 


our collection accordingly. 


comes with a price. W henever LC 
decides to change its own classifi
cation , we must ma ke ch a nges to 
our collectio n accordingly. For 
instan ce, LC used fo r ma ny yea rs 
the KJ numbe r fo r European law, 
and classified laws of European 
Community (EC) under KJ . Later 
o n, h owever, when the Euro pea n 
Community law emerged as a sep
arate body of law, LC respo nded 
by creating a new KJ E number to 
cover European Community (now 
European Unio n) law. As a result 

o f the shifts in the LC classifica
tio n, our collection on EC/EU law 
became separated into two classes: 
the older material in the KJ num
ber and the more recent in the KJE 
number. 

This separation of classification 
meant physical separation in shelf 
location s, whic h caused confusion 
and difficulty to the patron access
ing the entire subj ect material by 
shelf reading o r o nline browsing. 
Th e same kind of split also existed 
fo r material o n other jurisdictions, 
such as japan, Italy, and Australia. 
In o rder to provide better access to 
fo re ign law material for the 
patron, it became n ecessa ry fo r the 
library to reclassify its collectio n o f 
fo reign law. 

Implementation of the Project 

1. Removal from the shelf and 
d usting . At first, the reclassifying 
cata loger had to remove the books 
needing a new classification fro m 
the she lf an d take the m to the 
Technical Serv ices Department 
(TSD) for processing. Since a num
ber of o ur foreign law books were 
as much as eighty, ninety, o r even 
more than 100 years o ld (for exam
ple, Constitutional History of France 
by Henry C. Lockwood was pub
lish ed in 1890, the 1885 Code De 
Commerce Espagno l was published 
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in 1891, and the 1866 Code C ivil 
Italien was published in 1896), and 
many of them had rarely been 
used for a long time, dust had 
gathered on those books. Thus 
before the intellectual work of 
reclassifying began, dusting had to 
be done for both preserving the 
books and making them "appeal
ing" to the patron. {This posed a 
special challenge to the cataloger 
who happens to be allergic to 
dust.) 

2. The re-numbering. After dust
ing, the cataloger exa mined each 
book carefully to find out where it 
would fit under the new LC classi
fication schedule. This invariably 
involved searching the local 
online catalog and a national data
base (OCLC) and using a variety of 
cataloging manuals and tools. 
After the right class number was 
identified, a new ca ll number was 
constructed from that class num
ber, and this was written onto the 
book to replace the old call num
ber. Meanwhile, such change was 
made into the local online system. 

3 . Making up for name changes. 
Over the decades, the political 
geography of the world has been 
constantly changing. For instance, 
while two Germanies were merged 
into one union, the unified Soviet 
Union broke into fifteen republics. 
In addition, countries/governments 
changed names from time to time. 

For exa mple, Tanganyika changed 
into Tanzania, whereas the Euro
pean Economic Community first 
became European Community and 
then European Union. A11 these 
changes make it necessary for LC 
to regu larly update its name 
authorities to match the changed 
rea li ties. During the reclassifica
tion, while the call number of an 

Since these elements 


contributed to our 


success, they may 


prove helpful to other 


libraries undertaking 


a similar effort. 


item was being corrected, the sub
ject term(s) used to describe thi s 
item, including country names, 
were also checked against cur
rently effective LC subject head
ings to determine if they were still 
valid. If not, the old terms were 
updated by the new ones, and the 
update was entered into the o nlin e 
catalog accordingly. 

A Few Final Thoughts 

Throughout this project, several 
hundred volumes in our foreign 
law collection were reclassified, 

which led to greater patron access 
to the material. The success of our 
reclassification project was attrib
utable to several factors. 

First, concise instructions came 
from the project supervisor. At the 
outset of this undertaking, the 
head of the TSD developed specific 
written instructions and discussed 
them with the responsible cata
loger in detail. Relevant questions 
and concerns were raised and 
addressed. 

Second, we attended to goal set
ting and time allocation. A target 
date by which the project was to 
be finished was specified, and one 
day a week was set aside for the 
cata loger to work on the project. 
This protected the project time 
from erosion by the regular library 
functions, and prevented the pro
gram from being prolonged indefi
nitely. 

Last, persistence paid. At one 
point the project had to be halted 
temporarily so that the cataloger 
could work on some critical tasks 
in preparation for an American Bar 
Association inspection of the 
library. However, as soon as the 
inspection was over, the project 
was put back on track quickly. 

Since these elements contrib
uted to our success, they may 
prove helpful to other libraries 
undertaking a similar effort. The 
results were certainly worth the 
trouble. m 
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92nd Annual Conference Report 


Opening General Session 

Virginia Library Association Presi
dent Lis Chabot opened the 92nd 
Annual Conference by recognizing 
the members of the District of 
Columbia Library Association who 
were parti cipating in our joint 
Conference. Dennis Reynolds, 
DCLA President, welcomed attend
ees as did Barbara Ford of Virginia 
Commonwealth University, who is 
current President of the American 
Library Association and a VLA 
member of long standing. 

After Linda Hahne, VLA Execu
tive Director, recognized the mem
bers of the Conference Committee, 
Rachel De Haven announced this 
year's j efferson Cup Award win
ners. j ea n Thesman, author of The 
Ornament Tree, won the Cup, as well 
as Scholastic's Dear America series, 
in which each book is written as a 
girl's diary recording the events of 
an historical period. Kathryn 
Lasky, autho r of three of the books 
in the series, spoke later Thursday 
at the jefferson Cup session. 

The keynote spea ker for the 
opening meeting was judith Krug, 
Director of the Office for Intellec
tual Freedom, American Library 
Associatio n. Krug, who has worked 
with OIF since 1967, gave us an 
overview of ALA's court battle over 
the Communications Decency Act, 
explained ALA's position on Inter
net filters in libraries, and dis
cussed a number of concerns 
related to libraries and the new 
information environment. 

According to Krug, 4 7 percent 
of public libraries provide Internet 
access to patrons, and 70 percent 
of those that do not provide ser
vice now expect to add it within a 
year. Since library users deserve to 
seek information from all points of 

All PHOTOGRAPHS BY PIERRE COURTOIS 
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YLA SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 

Sara Brazelton, one of two VLA Scholarship winners, accepts her check from BNA. 

view without restrictio n, Krug 
insists that "The likes and dislikes 
of some of our users should not 
limit other use rs' right to access." 
ALA resisted the Communications 
Decency Act because it was the 
kind of restriction on access that 
the Library Bill of Rights was 
intended to prevent, and ALA's 
victory was what Krug considers 
"the greatest intellectual freedom 
victory in our lifetime." 

Krug sees current attempts to 
employ Internet filtering software 
in libraries, including some Vir
ginia public libraries, as another 
violation of the Library Bill of 
Rights. Contending that "Adults 

deserve age-appropriate material, 
also," Krug asked if any medium 
could be lawfully limited to mate
rial suited to children. As opposed 
to filtering, Krug emphasized the 
role of librarians in educating chil
dren about safe and appropriate 
Internet use, and she stated that 
current ALA policy labels filtering 
in libraries as a violation of the 
Library Bill of Rights. "You don' t 
read books over users' shoulders; 
why should you spy on their Inter
net sessions?" 

Rather than spending our ener
gies filtering and eliminating, Krug 
suggests that it is the librarian's 
duty to "be out in front of the 
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Harriet Edmunds of the Library of Virginia enjoys the opportunity to spend a few 
minutes with motivational speaker Dale Henry. 

world" in finding, classifying, and 
using the best Internet resources. 
She hinted that ALA was already at 
work on a list of recommended 
sites, and she also alluded to a pos
sible action against filtering soft
ware on the part of the American 
Civil Liberties Union. Since up to 
80 percent of Americans have no 
Internet access except through 
libraries, we cannot hope the prob
lems will go away. Krug urged us 
to learn more about the Internet 
and use it constructively with our 
patrons. 

-Cy Dillon 

Jefferson Cup Program 

With tales of seasickness, misbe
having kids, and Plymouth Rock, 
Kathryn Lasky, respected author of 
A Journey to the New World: The 
Diary of Rem ember Patience Whip
ple, entertained and enlightened us 
with a discussion on writing his
torical fiction at the Jefferson Cup 
Program. Held in the Jefferson 
Room from 3:15 p.m.-4:15 p.m. 
on Thursday, October 30, 1997, 
the program started with the Out

going Chair of CYART's Jefferson 
Cup Committee, Rachael DeHa
ven, reading a speech from the Jef
ferson Cup winner, Jean Thesman. 
Ms. Thesman, author of The Orna
ment Tree, was unable to attend 
due to a personal commitment. 
The Jefferson Cup by definition 
honors a distinguish ed biography, 
historical fiction, or American his
tory book for young people. This 
year the committee also chose a 
Jefferson Cup series winner, Dear 
America, published by Scholastic 
and represented by Kathryn Lasky, 
one of the series' authors. Scholas
tic stated that the concept for the 
Dear America series was to create a 
series of diaries written by every
day girls living through a critical 
moment of history. Lasky de
scribed this type of writing as "key
hole history." In writing historical 
fiction, Lasky stressed the impor
tance of basing fiction on fact, 
stating that the....p.urpose of histori
cal fiction is to erlighten and 
entertain but never to indoctri
nate. While researching The Diary 
of Remember Patience Whipple, 
Lasky found many interesting 

events and characters to include in 
her story, and she explained how 
she used them with this series 
entry. Curren tly, Lasky is working 
on a novel about the Lewis and 
Clark expedition. During the 
course of the program, we were 
informed of a similar historical 
series for boys entitled My Name is 
America forthcoming from Scholas
tic. This new series will also be 
written in journal format and will 
be more adventure-based than the 
Dear America series. The program 
then ended with Kathryn Lasky 
autographing some of her books. 

-Ginger Armstrong 

Outsour cing 

The DCLA Technical Services Inter
est Group spon sored this lively ses
sion on a topic that has made 
fewer headlines · here than in 
Hawaii, but must nevertheless be 
considered by every library man
ager. Dick Murphy, Director of the 
Prince William Public Library Sys
tem, delivered a fast-paced presen
tation with the most creative use 
of Power Point this reporter has 
seen at any meeting. 

Murphy emphasized the need 
for planning with input from as 
much staff as possible and with 
the clear goal of customer satisfac
tion. He reviewed reasons for out
sourcing, and reminded his audi
ence that libraries already use out
sourcing extensively. 

Since outsourcing is a way of 
trying to improve a process, the 
process should be the focus of 
analysis, and the library staff 
should be the ones doing the ana
lyzing. We tend to accept proce
dures we have helped shape, and 
ignoring the staff opinions and 
creativity is one sure way to cause 
problems with outsourcing. The 
new procedures should focus on 
the desired outcome-better cus
tomer service and satisfaction. 

Murphy left us with an optimis
tic view of the potential of out
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Right, Chuck McClure interrupts his presentation to 
pose for the VLA photographer. 

Below, Liz Hamilton and Tom Hehman share a break 
between meetings with Steve Helm. 

sourcing if it is handled well. 
Elizabeth Willson of CAPCON 

then gave a step-by-step guide to 
successful use of outsourcing in 
libraries featu ring sim ple, practical 
methodology. Sh e discussed pros 
and cons of outsourcing, matching 
needs to services available, work
ing with vendors, evaluating and 
monito ring the pro ject, and ways 
of locating contractors. 

This session indicated that 
libraries that ca n avoid draconian 
methods will continue to find n ew 
and effective ways to use outsourc
ing in improving services. 

-Cy Dillon 

ALA Session 

VLA' s Chapter Councilor to ALA, 
Scottie Cochrane, and h er DCLA 
counterpart, Gail Avery, h osted 
the annual ALA Information Ses

sian at the Hyatt Crysta l City. In 
addition to ALA President Barbara 
Ford (VCU), our oth er special guest 
and speaker fo r the session was 
Gera ld Hodges, ALA Chapter Rela
tio n s Officer, who journeyed down 
from Chicago to be with us and 
share information about what the 
nationa l association is up to. 

After updating us about ALA 
Goal 2000 initiati ves including 
federal legislation under the n ew 
Library Services and Technology 
Act, improving citizen access to 
informatio n, increasing the diver
sity of librarianship, and enhanc
ing the responsiveness of the 
world's largest library association , 
Gerald solicited ideas from the 
attendees about what ALA needs to 
be doing for them and their librar
ies. The message was lo ud and 
clear th at ALA is listening and 
res po nding to m ember con cerns. 

In fact, just as that m essage was 
being brought h ome, there really 
WAS a loud and clear message to 
evacuate the building because of a 
fire. Fortunately, the day was fin e 
outside, and we continued o ur 
conversations as the fire trucks 
roared to the back of the h otel and 
took care o f the problem. 

Because there were so m any out
standing programs sch eduled at 
the sam e time, our attendance was 
sparse, but those who made it were 
vocal and spirited in responding to 
Gerald and Barbara. 

- Lynn Scott Cochrane 

The Valley of the Shadow Project 

This session, sponsored by the VLA 
Loca l Histo ry and Genealogy 
Forum, introd uced an innovative 
Worldwide Web p ro ject that has 
made a wealth of historical mate
rial readily available about two 
commu nities on opposite sides o f 
the Civil War. The project com
pares Franklin County, Pennsylva
nia, to Augusta County, Virginia, 
in great detail, focusing on the 
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impact of the war on the commu
nities and their citizens. 

Anne Sarah Rubin, a doctoral 
student at the University of Vir
ginia, described the project and 
gave her audience a detailed tour 
of the web site (www.iath. virginia. 
edu/ vshadow2/intro2html). The site, 
soon to be published as a CD-ROM 
for easier classroom and library 
use, features census records, tax 
records, agricultural census mate
rial, and newspapers in full text 
format. Many of these data sources 
are searchable, and they will even
tually be supplemented by service 
records. There are already maps, 
based on those drawn by Stone
wall jackson's cartographer, that 
show the location of every house 
and the exact route of roads and 
railroads. 

The project has already 
employed a total of twenty-five 
scholars, and began with a grant 
from IBM in 1991 that covered 
equipment only. It is an excellent 
example of cooperation between 
technical experts and historians, 
and it shows the potentia l of the 

Web for making local history avail
able to a large public. 

--Cy Dillon 

Libraries and the First 
Amendment 

josh Wheeler, Director of Programs 
for the Thomas jefferson Center 
for the Protection of Free Expres
sion, offered a concise guide to the 
First Amendment and freedom of 
speech, concentrating on the state
ment of the amendment that 
"congress .. . shall make no law ... 
abridging the freedom of speech" 
and its expansioll by the Four
teenth Amendmenr in 1868, 
which guarantees tt$t no citizen 
shall be deprived of rights without 
due process of law. These state
ments, h e said, mean that govern-

Left, Michael Gilley and Bess 
Haile report on technology in 
rural libraries. 

Below, many quality sessions 
filled to capacity. 

ment cannot abridge the freedom 
of speech, but they do not mean 
that we, as citizens, can say what
ever we want wherever we want. 
As public libraries are government 
entities, they must be aware of 
their obligations as set forth in the 
amendments. Libraries have a 
right to restrict expression in terms 
of time, place, and means, which 
may be appropriate to the circum
stances, as long as such restrictions 
are universally applied. However, 
great care must be taken to insure 
that they are fairly and universally 
applied and that their application 
is not skewed by traditional, and 
perhaps erroneous, usage, particu
larl y in rega rd to expressio n which 
may be of a religious nature. 

This excellent program was 
sponsored by the Virginia Coati

www.iath
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tion for Open Government, the 
VLA Intellectual Freedom Commit
tee, and the Virginia Association of 
Law Libraries. Linda Farynk intro
duced the speaker. 

-Bill Brown 

Safety on the Information
\ Superhighway 

I A panel discussion, moderated by 
Neal Wyatt, Intellectual Freedom 
Committee, and jeff Clark, Media 
Roundtable, focused on one of the 
most complex and difficult issues 
facing libraries today. Wyatt noted 
in her introductory remarks that 
the handout, a bibliography on 
the topic of filtering software, is 
available on VLA's web site at 
www.vla.org. This report, in its 
entirety, is also to be available 
there. 

The five panelists were: Angela 
Bennett, Supervisor of Library and 
Information Services, Arlington 
Public Schools; Lydia Patrick, 
Networking Coordinator, Fairfax 
County Public Library; Chuck 
Anderson, Director, Chesapeake 
Public Library; Tom Hehman, 
Director, Bedford Public Library 
System; and Steve Helm, formerly 
of the Montgomery-Floyd Regional 
Library, now McConnell Library 
Technology Manager at Radford 
University. 

The five panelists represented a 
wide range of responses to filtering 
software. Chesapeake has filtering 
software on all of its children's 
workstations, but none for adults. 
Arlington has 30 schools and the 
decision to filter or not to filter is 
left up to each individual school. 
They have a student code of con
duct in place which applies to the 
use of print or electronic media. 
This acceptable use policy has to 
be signed by both the studen t and 
parents. Students are then held 
responsible for their behavior. In 
Fairfax, where 3 out o f 31 stations 
are filtered, there is a sheet that 
patrons must sign before using the 

computer agreeing to the library's 
acceptable use policy. The 
Montgomery-Floyd and Bedford 
systems do not use filtering soft
ware at all. 

According to the panelists, there 
have been very few problems or 
complaints from patrons regarding 
Internet access. The most frequent 
complaint involves heavy patron 
demand for just a few worksta
tions. In Chesapeake, a patron 
wanted to know how children can 
be allowed to use the Internet 
when there are adults waiting. In 
Fairfax, a gentleman brought to 
the attention of the librarian the 
fact that a child was looking at the 
National Basketball Association 
web site. In another instance, a 
woman came to the desk to com
plain about the lewdness that two 
students were viewing. It turned 
out they were looking at an ency
cloped ia o n CD-ROM. 

The most serious challenge was 
related by Hehman regarding an 
incident that took place at the 
Bedford Centra l Library. A patron 

sitting between two Internet sta
tions, with her husband to her 
right and a young male to the left, 
looked over to the left and saw 
vulgar, filthy, disgusting pornogra
phy being viewed by the child. 
Later that day, she wrote a letter to 
the library director, mayor, a city 
council member, and newspaper 
about it. Hehman's response 
assured h er that the library did not 
support, endorse, condone, or 
facilitate access to pornography. 
Nevertheless, filtering software is 
ineffective in blocking out all the 
objectionable sites while, at the 
same time, it restricts access to 
those which may be useful or inof
fensive. Bedford decided to install 
privacy screens that effectively 
block side views of what is dis
played o n the monitor. 

Filtering softwa re is not perfect. 
Both Surfwatch and CyberPatrol 
allow staff to review the list of 
blocked sites and update it. Chesa
peake has found the Virginia Pilot 
blocked and Fairfax found its own 
web site blocked, probably due to 

Artist Tom Feelings made a memorable presentation Saturday. 

t 

http:www.vla.org
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adult recommended reading lists. 
Helm recommended visiting web 
sites that demonstrate what is 
being censored by filtering pro
grams, such as cgi.pathfinder.com/ 
netly/spoofcentral/censored and www. 
peacefire.org. 

Helm concluded that the librar
ian should be very skeptical. We 
cannot have a software solution 
that is foolproof, because software 
does not have judgment. Patrick 
added that this is a fluid, rapidly 
developing technology that may 
change in just a few months. Heh
man stated that our mission is to 
provide access to materials, not to 
protect people from them. 

-Donna Pletcher 

Beyond the MLS 

The VLA Continuing Education 
Committee sponsored a session at 
the 1998 annual conference enti
tled Beyond the M.L.S.: An Infor
mal Discussion of Continuing 
Education Needs and Solutions. 
Juleigh Clark, Chair of the Contin
uing Education Committee, led 
this informal discussion group that 
dealt with continuing education 
issues. 

Ms. Donna Noble, Administra
tive Services Division Chief of the 
Arlington County Public Library 
system, shared the results of a 

needs assessment conducted 
within the Arlington County Pub
lic Library system. The survey 
results showed what skills staff 
members felt they needed in order 
to be more knowledgeable and effi
cient employees. Computer and 
management skills ranked highest 
on this needs assessment. Ms. 
Noble discussed the actions taken 
to try and meet these needs. 

A list of questions for discussion 
in regard to continuing education 
issues was distributed. These ques
tions were the catalysts for discuss
ing issues such as what types of 
workshops and/or training sessions 
should be offered and how to go 
about justifying the need for time 
and funding in order to take 
advantage of continuing education 
opportunities. Those attending 
this session were open in sharing 
their feelings about the types of 

workshops they considered profita
ble. The general consensus was 
that continuing education is an 
essential element that enhances 
one's on-the-job performance, and 
that sessions designed to teach a 
specific skill or cover a specific 
topic are the most beneficial. It 
was obvious from the questions 
asked and the comments shared 
that continuing education is a 
vital issue for those working in Vir
ginia's libraries. 

-Lydia Williams 

How to Work Together to Run 
a Library 

In our rapidly changing world, the 
library director cannot do it all 
anymore. In order to effectively 
lead a library, management teams 
are now a necessity. However, a 
problem exists: · management 

Above, speakers were always willing to stay 
and talk to VLA members after a session. 

Left, Friends of the Victoria Library were 
recognized for their fund-raising efforts. 

http:peacefire.org
http:cgi.pathfinder.com
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A Conference at Halloween changes all dress codes. 

teams are the most difficult teams 
to develop because of the human 
tendencies of being competitive. 

Sullivan outlined key competen
cies for management teams, as well 
as key steps for individuals in the 
team development process. Man
agement teams need to envision 
the future, think critically, listen, 
develop others, be flexible, and 
develop a good system of commu
nication. Individually, people need 
to appreciate and be themselves, 
give and solicit feedback, engage 
in honest conversations, know 
their strengths, and acknowledge 
their limitations. 

Sullivan then spoke about the 
steps for starting a management 
team. Some are: develop ground 
rules, agree upon a format for 
meetings, clarify roles and respon
sibilities, prepare a leadership phi
losophy statement, create a set of 
leadership practices, spend time 
together, do regular assessments, 
and recognize achievements. 

Throughout Sullivan's all-too
brief presentation, many excellent 
questions were raised, adding 

another dimension to this worth
while program. 

- Tina Massengale 

Teaching Critical Evaluation of 
Web Sites 

The VLA Library Instruction 
Forum, the VLA Microcomputer 
Interest Group, and the DCLA 
Library Instruction Committee put 
on this presentation by two Uni
versity of Maryland librarians, 
Maggie Cunningham and judy 
Markowitz. The session was filled 
beyond capacity, but was not nega
tively impacted by the overflow. 

Cunningham and Markowitz 
provided a simple, well-organized 
handout with a clear example of a 
methodology for site evaluation 
and clearly have a command of 
the research on the topic. They 
were especially effective in com
municating the process of making 
a good presentation about Web 
resources, emphasizing the impor
tance of having two presenters 
when possible and using a combi
nation of live and "canned" sites 

for discussion. 
They showed a variety of 

resources related to their topic, 
including a Web page listing over 
500 possible criteria for site evalua
tion. They stressed that a presenta
tion to potential evaluators should 
state the reasons for evaluation in 
the particular setting, the criteria 
that have been identified, and a 
comparison of sites to illustrate the 
importance of the criteria. 

The six criteria Cunningham 
and Markowitz listed as crucial in 
almost all contexts were authority, 
purpose, content, bias, currency, 
and ease of use. True to their own 
methodology, they used live exam
ples to compare sites such as a 
research university's pages on veg
etarianism versus a hobbyist's page 
on the same subject. 

This well thought out and orga
nized session kept the attention of 
the large crowd, and left most of 
the audience feeling better pre
pared to teach colleagues how to 
be more selective about informa
tion derived from the Internet. 

-Cy Dillon 



Energetic speakers 
including Scott 
Brandt made sure 
audiences stayed 
focused. 
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Rural Library Development 

Michael Gilley of the Wythe
Grayson Library System and Bess 
Haile of the Essex Library, two of 
Virginia 's most resourceful public 
library directors, reported on a 
SOLINET conference entitled Rural 
Librarians as Leaders in Technol
ogy, which they had been selected 
to attend. Both directors felt the 
topics and e mphases of the confer
ence were well chosen and that 
their own skills had been en 
hanced by their attendance. 

They explained that rural librar
ians often serve as a community's 
leader into telecommunications 
technology, and that their success 
can have a very positive impact on 
the community. As telecommuni
cations technology becomes read
ily available in isolated communi
ties, small budgets may not be the 
barrier to progress we expect. In 
fact, attitudes and habits may be 
more of a threat to a library's 
potential to take a leading role in 
introducing new information 
sources. 

The SOLINET workshop focu sed 
on planning for technology, with 
the assumption that favorable tele
communications rates will go to 
institutions with plans in place. 
The plans required should focus 
on specific audiences, and more 
than one plan may be necessary 
for particular libraries. A team 
should be chosen to do the writ
ing, and a timetable should be pro
vided for the team. The plans 
sh ould be clearly written, cover a 
three-year period, and be updated 
regularly. Obviously, plans related 
to access to new technology may 
require reallocation of resources. 

Both presenters felt the experi
ence was worthwhile, and both 
were positive in sharing their in
sights with other library directors. 

-Cy Dillon 

Bridging the Past Into 
the Future 

Two professional speakers involved 
with media use and preservation 
offered a stimulating overview of 

this subject area. 
First, Nancy Hiegel, Manager of 

Research and Video Resources at 
the ABC News Library in Washing
ton, DC, described a unique pro
fessional archival service. ABC's 
New York location houses a collec
tion of more than 900,000 pieces 
of film and video dating from 
1963, stored under environmen
tally controlled conditions. The 
New York and DC libraries 
resea rch video requests for produc
ers in sea rch of material for n ews 
stories, documentaries, etc. Ms. 
Hiege l highlighted the manner in 
which materials are cataloged, 
requests are processed, and noted 
some of the most common precau
tions that are taken to preserve the 
archives and protect them from 
natural disasters. 

This practi cal exa mple was fol
lowed by an exclusive focus on 
preservation, provided by Gerald 
Gibson of the Library of Congress 
Preservation Directorate. Mr. Gib
son described our long-term 
dilemma in the preservation of 
non-print media formats. There 
are a multitude of audio and video 
formats that require preservation 
of the originals, in addition to 
future copying to newer formats . 
Yet the move to digital media 
remains problematic because of 
the rate of obsolescence of newer 
formats (as well as old), the main
tenance problems of o lder play
back equipment, and the frequent 
difficulty of deciding exactly when 
to make transfers for preservation. 
He noted, ironically, that digital 
formats are not a panacea, and 
that analog tape is often the safest 
solution for preservation copies
yet the remaining manufacturers 
of analog tape products are dwin
dling as time goes by. A sign of 
hope is that unified preservation 
standards are being developed to 
h elp us combat time and obsoles
cence. Mr. Gibson cited an excel
lent new video program on the 
dilemma of non-print preserva
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tion, "Into the Future," produced 
by the American Film Foundation 
to complement an earlier program 
dealing with print, "Slow Fires." 

Both Ms. Hiegel and Mr. Gibson 
fie lded practical questions from 
the audience after their formal 
presentations. They also provided 
excellent handouts with a wealth 
of preservation tips and references 
to suppliers and web sites. 

-JeffClark 

Second General Session 

The Second General Session began 
with a report on the 1998 VLA 
elections from Caroline Parr, Chair 
of the Nominating Committee. 
The new officers are: President 
Elect, Sandra Heinemann; Second 
Vice President, Stella Poole; Treas
urer, Terry Sumey. 

The Legislative Committee, rep
resented by Spenser Watts, 
reported that plans for the 1998 
Legislative Day are already under
way, and that full funding, VIVA, 
developing a statewide technology 
plan, special library telecommuni
cations rates, and sales tax exemp
tions for friends' gift shops are pri
orities this year. Full funding and 
VIVA are at the top of the list. 

VLA Scholarships were pre
sented to Shelia Chimento of the 
Fairfax County system and Sara 
Brazelton of the Loudoun County 
Public Library by representatives of 

two sponsors, Information Access 
Company and Blackwell North 
America. 

The 1997 VLA Friends of the 
Library Award was presented to 
the Friends of the Victoria Public 
Library, who raised $30,000 in 
matching funds for a new build
ing. Steven Story, a Trustee of the 
Norfolk Public Library, received 
the VLA Trustee Award, and his 
acceptance statement made such 
an impression on the VLA mem
bers present that it is reproduced 
in full on the next page. 

The George Mason Award for 
1997 was then presented to Dennis 
Robison, Dean of Integrated Learn
ing Resources, james Madison Uni
versity. Dennis, who will retire this 
year, has directed two large aca

demic libraries in Virginia, was a 
key leader in the development of 
VIVA, and has been a long-time 
champion of resource sharing. 

VLA's Volunteer Management 
Roundtable presented the first VLA 
Volunteer of the Year Award to 
Carol Berlauk, a volunteer in the 
library at Carlisle School in Mar
tinsville. Mrs. Berlauk volunteers 
as much as twenty hours per week 
cataloging, working in circulation, 
and doing research. She is a regis
tered nurse with three children. 

After the awards presentation, 
Chuck McClure, a professor at 
Syracuse University's School of 
Information Studies, addressed a 
group on the new roles for public 
libraries in an evolving networked 
environment. McClure empha-

Above, Dennis Robison won the George 
Mason Award. 

Left: As always, events sponsored by the 
Paraprofessional Forum drew enthusiastic 
participation. 
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sized the speed of change in the 
virtual library environment, indi
cating that librarians are in for 
constant re-education if they are to 
stay effective. He predicted that 
new MLS degrees would have a 
"half life" of only two years, or less 
from schools that were not innova
tive. 

McClure asked his audience to 
think of ways in which public 
libraries could provide added value 
in the networked information 
world, because that is the way for 
libraries to maintain a patron base 
in an environment that is increas
ingly decentralized, collaborative, 
global, converging, and unpredict
able. In fact, the planning process 
in such an environment has to 
become constant, and planners 
have to accept that they have to 
approximate outcomes rather than 
plan with as much control as we 
had in the past. According to 
McClure, no one really knows very 
far ahead what is going to happen 
to the Internet. 

This rapid change challenges 
our profession to change our roles, 
identify the esse ntial jobs, and be 
prepared to take risks in ways we 
have been trained to avoid. The 
potential new roles for librarians, 
according to McClure, include 
making deals with public and pri
vate institutions, planning and 
integrating technological change, 
developing virtual collections, 
training the public in new technol
ogies, providing remote services, 
rewarding good ideas and prod
ucts, and taking calculated risks. At 
the same time, librarians have to 
convince funding agencies and the 
public that even with the new 
technology, there is a limit to the 
potential to "do more with less." 

McClure concluded by describ
ing strategic thinking for libraries 
as requiring a vision, emphasizing 
planning and making choices, lev
eraging resources, knowing the 
needs of the clientele, exploiting 
competitive advantages, and posi-

A Tmstee of th e Norfolk Public Library, Steven Story received the VLA Tms
tee Award and sent this compelling message in response. 

I am truly sorry I cannot accept this award in person. I am grateful 
and feel deeply honored to be named VLA's Trustee of the Year. 

Like so many individual recognitions, this should actually be a 
group award. I had the privilege of leading an outstanding group of 
trustees, working with a wonderful director and superlative staff, and 
closely collaborating with a vibrant friends organization. Perhaps 
most importantly, I was continuously inspired and energized by citi
zens who were willing to sign petitions, appear at hearings, and per
form countless other tasks in support of their local library system. 

In addition to thanking you for the award, I grappled with what 
message I might send to a statewide audience of librarians. Most of 
you are overworked, all of you are underpaid, and on a daily basis you 
struggle with the stress of keeping up with rapidly developing tech
nologies and delivering front-line customer service, often without the 
necessary training, time, personnel and funding. Notwithstanding 
these impediments, the work you do is vital, and no one, absolutely 
no one, h as the potential to touch and reach more lives than you. 
Standing in your libraries tomorrow morning, face beaming, may be 
the next Ernest Hemingway or Maya Angelou, just waiting to be trans
formed to another world, inspired or motivated-by you. Librarians 
change lives. You are to be thanked and commended . In a better 
world, it is each of you who would receive an award here this after
noon and a trustee advocating increased library funding would be nei
ther necessary nor noteworthy. Thank you. 

The Scholarship Committee did an exceptional job raising funds for future awards. 
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Right, these three participants reflect 
the positive mood that prevailed. 

Below, Carol Berlauk receives the first 
Volunteer of the Year Award. 

tioning the library in the commu
nity and governmental structure. 
Throughout his remarks the inevi
table speed of change was held up 
as our greatest challenge, and he 
emphatically warned us not to 
adopt the policy that it is always 
best to wait when we are not per
fectly sure what to do. 

-Cy Dillon 

Forging Effective Partnerships 

Nelson Worley, Division Director, 
and Libby Lewis, Head of Library 
Services, Library Development and 
Networking Division (LDND), The 
Library of Virginia, presented four 
case studies that highlighted 
library trustee and director rela
tionships. The four studies were 

developed from situations outside 
Virginia that Wayne Modlin, Pub
lic Library Consultant, LDND, The 
Library of Virginia, had researched. 
The cases represented combina
tions of proactive and reactive 
directors with proactive and reac
tive trustees, clearly demonstrating 
the benefits to libraries of being 
proactive. Barbara Severin, Fau
quier County Board of Trustees, 
and Tom Hehman, Director, Bed
ford Regional Library, discussed 
possible responses to each situa
tion, and members of the audi
ence-a good mix of trustees and 
directors-added more comment. 
Many of those present, including 
both panelists, had experienced 
situations similar to those in the 
case studies. At the end of discus

sion on each case, the resolution 
was given, to the satisfaction of 
some of the participants, but with 
reservations from others. Everyone 
agreed that the session came to an 
end too soon. More discussion of 
local experience would be highly 
beneficial for both trustees and 
directors. 

-Barbara Severin 

Frugal Software 

Cosponsors CYART and School 
Library Section offered "Bridging 
Cost Boundaries: Software on a 
Frugal Library Budget" with 
speaker Ca lvin Ross, author of The 
Frugal Youth Cybrarian. Mr. Ross 
explained that his involvement in 
searching out inexpensive com
puter resources began as an 
attempt to find interesting materi
als for his young son. From this 
came his interest in the phenome
non of the explosion of the availa
bility of freeware and shareware on 
the Internet. 

For medium and small school 
and public libraries that must stay 
within tight budgets, the material 
is out there, Mr. Ross says. He 
showed examples of many 
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Lis Chabot and Linda Hahne have made a great management team for VLA. 

resource sites, including barga in 
software fo r cataloging, desktop 
publishing, clip art, graphics pres
entations, and many, many more 
programs. He suggests that we load 
children 's computers with plenty 
of games, instructio n als, a nd other 
ma terials o f shareware and free
wa re. Don' t automatically accept 
all info rmatio n as reliable, tho ugh . 
Evaluatio n o f sites is a must, and 
Ross devotes a who le chapter of 
his book to site selection . 

Everything discu ssed in Mr. 
Ross's prese ntatio n, including a 
special collectio n o f shareware, 
freeware, and web resources, is 
available at www.napanet.n et/calross/ 
index.shtml . 

-Sherry Pearson 

Planning for Excellence 

The Virginia Public Library Direc
to rs Associatio n spon sored a meet
ing to discuss the latest draft of the 
Virginia's public library gu idelines, 
Planning for Library Excellence. 
Committee ch airs fo r access, staff
ing, collectio n s, techno logy, and 
facilities commented on progress, 
summarized major issues, and 
asked fo r discussion . 

A common theme was a n eed 
for formulas to satisfy funding 
agen cies while reta ining flexibility 
to meet the diverse n eeds o f libra r
ies. Access raised question s about 
defini tio n of users and residents. 
The staffing committee is striving 
for easy-to-understand, simple-to
use gu idelin es. At a minimum , no 
library should be sta ffed at any 
time with less than two employ
ees. Quest ion s were raised as to 
validity of using circulation as a 
measure when use of techno logy, 
service po ints, typ e of system , 
h ours of service, and service roles 
are also facto rs. 

Collectio n issues include a goal 
of 20% of o perating budget for 
materials and whether a " fudge 
facto r" be included, sh ould 25% be 
budgeted for n ew ma terials, and 
h ow sho uld electronic resources be 
counted . Participants urged flexi
ble goa ls depending upon library 
service roles: loca l history, geneal
ogy, reference, po pular m aterials, 
classics, etc. 

A ma jor factor for technology is 
wait time to access catalog and 
Internet. Guidelines stress n eed to 
push fo r support o f desired services 
with attentio n to emerging tech

nology a nd knowledgeable plan
ning. Ano ther emp h asis is on pub
lic training and access. Ten percen t 
of staff time sh ould be devoted to 
tech nology tra ining. Staffin g su p
port will depend o n type of loca l 
system and how much activity is 
outsourced. A glossary will be 
incl uded and will n eed regular 
review and revision . 

Facili ty recommendatio n s reta in 
the .6 sq ua re feet gu ideline wh ich 
has worked for man y pro jects. Th is 
cri te ria, used in combination with 
thresho lds or t rigger points, would 
provide gu ida nce when commu
n ity n eeds differ. Suggestions were 
made for creating ra nges for square 
fee t, parki ng, etc. to help achieve 
guidelines that work for all. 

Th e sessio n concluded with a 
reminder t h at the gu idelines a re 
n o t mean t to rate libraries, are 
goa ls, and services ca n be m eas
ured and va lued in a variety of 
ways depen ding upon the commu
nity served and fund s available. 

-Karen Dillon 

The Next Galaxy of Instruction 

D. Scott Brandt, Assistant Professo r 
of Library and Informa tio n Ser
vices at Purdue University, enter
tained and instructed a Saturday 
session sponsored by the College 
and Univers ity Sectio n , the Com
munity College Forum, and the 
Personnel Practices Forum. 

Ma ny libraries are creating 
o nline, interacti ve tutorials o n sub
jects such as " How to Use Local 
Libra ry Resources" or "How to Use 
the Internet" and are making them 
ava ilable o n the Web. Mr. Brandt, 
a.k.a. "Tech ma n," described Pur
due's PLUTO pro ject; h e then 
showed parts o f PLUTO's quiz on 
keyword searching, "Go for the 
Gold," created by j ames Madison 
University library staff, and a few 
other examples of web based 
resources. 

He emp h asized the need to 
e ngage the learner, and demon

www.napanet.n


Dale Henry's 
talk was moti
vating, but 
Tom Hehman 
may have 
wished some
one else was 
the target of 
this joke. 
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strated some animated frames he is 
working on to add some visual 
punch to his presentations. Mr. 
Brandt admitted the most impor
tant component of a tutorial
meaningful content-can be diffi
cult to write, but reminded the 
group that librarians are well 
equipped for the task. He assured 
his audience that the technical 
ski lls a librarian needs to produce a 
Web tutorial can be easily learned. 
We do not need to become in
depth "techies" ourselves so long 
as we have someone around with 
that expertise. 

Mr. Brandt' s presentation will 
be available on the World Wide 
Web at: http:// thorplus.lib.purdue. 
edu/ - techman/vla.html. JMU's Go 
for the Gold can be found at http:/ 
/ library.jmu.edu/ library/gold/ 
modules.htm. 

-Sandra Beeson 

Young Reader Program 

The Virginia State Reading Associa
tion's Young Reader Program Com
mittee presented their excellent 
1997 Lists of Book Titles along 
with short book talks. After an 
introductory segment on the 
basics of the Reading Program, 
Valerie Thompson, CYART's repre
sentative on the committee, 
chaired the meeting and shared 
with the Elementary Chair, Peggie 
Howell, the job of describing the 
group's organizational structure 
and the responsibilities of the 
members. The committee is made 
up of classroom teachers, reading 
teach ers, school librarians, and 
public librarians. The forty mem
bers meet in September and April 
to discuss their yearlong reading 
and create a list composed of seven 
to ten titles in each of the levels 
primary, elementary, middle 
school, and high school. Young 
readers (or listeners) are required 
to hear or read at least four titles 
from their level's list in order to be 
allowed to vote on a favorite. The 

winning works are announced in 
March. 

Valerie Thomas presented the 
primary list, and made it clear why 
Suddenly and Leah 's Pony made the 
list. Peggie Howell also did an 
excellent job presenting the ele
mentary list, giving lively book 
talks on funebug and Fig Pudding. 
Nora jane Natke encouraged the 
audience to read Gideon's Place and 
Yolanda's Genius from the middle 
school selections, while Scott Phil
lips presented an outstanding book 
talk on Between a Rock and a Hard 
Place from the high school list. 
This program ran late, but even 
then the enthusiastic audience was 
reluctant to break up. 

In the past two years VLA and 
VEMA officers such as Caroline 
Parr and Arlene Schmidt have 
cooperated to increase support of 
the Young Reader Program, and 
the Library of Virginia has 
extended the number of Young 
Reader Program packets mailed to 
school and public libraries around 
the state. Contact AI Buchanan, 
414 Worster Avenue, Hampton, 
Virginia 23669, or call him at 
(7S7) 728-9625 if you wish to be 

considered for m·embership on the 
committee. 

-Nora Natk.e 

Distance Education MLS 
Programs 

This session, hosted by Linda 
Farynk of Radford University and 
featuring George H. Hoemann of 
the School of Information Sciences 
of the University of Tennessee, 
attempted to describe the current 
state of UT's program now being 
offered in Virginia and explain 
some of the problems related to 
distance MLS programs in general. 

Hoemann's presentation had 
the air of an apology for glitches 
related to the UT program, but his 
optimism eventually prevailed and 
he noted that 120 students were 
participating in classes as of last 
spring. Registration for the pro
gram is temporarily closed, though 
holders of the MLS can take classes 
as continuing education. New stu
dents should be accepted again in 
12 to 18 months. 

Linda Farynk's question and 
answer session with three current 
distance education students, two 

http:library.jmu.edu
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fro m UT and one from Syracuse, 
proved to be more informative and 
more lively. The audience learned 
that distance programs were fairly 
expensive, that Internet access was 
a must fo r every student since the 
courses are almost totally interac
tive, that library access can also be 
a proble m, and that the programs 
can take up to six years to com
plete with 36 to 43 credit h ours 
required . None of the students 
regretted enro lling, and all seem ed 
optimistic about the impact of an 
MLS on their career. 

Near the end of the session Dr. 
Hoem an n n o ted that UT is plan
n ing a large sca le distan ce educa
tion program for the U.S. Army, 
a nd that a Ph.D. progra m in infor
m ation science might be o ne of 
the results o f this expan sion . 

-Cy Dillon 

Closing General Session 

This sessio n o pen ed with the tradi
tion al passing of the VLA gavel to 
the incoming President, Tom Heh
man of the Bed ford County Public 
Library. Tom discussed his views 
on the challenges fo r the associa
tion n ext year, summarizing them 
as education, access, a nd advocacy. 
He expressed his belief that VLA 
accompan ies us in our in dividual 
efforts, and p ledged himself to 
keeping the o rga nization strong. 
Hehman also reminded the attend
ees that the 1998 VLA Annual 
Conference would be in Virginia 
Beach , and that it would be a jo int 
conferen ce with the Virginia Edu
cation al Media Associatio n. 

Tom Feelings, well known 
painter and Professor of Art at the 
University of South Carolina, 
began his keynote address by 
recalling that one of the commit-

New President Tom Hehman outlines 
his priorities for 7998. 

ments of the Internatio nal Year of 
the Child (1979) was to teach all 
children to read so that they could 
have the freedom to develop their 
po ten tial to the fullest. He en
dorsed the idea that giving chil
dren the books they need to read 
today will help make a better 
world to morrow. In particular, 
Feelings believes children can 
Jearn the truths of histo ry, includ
ing the tragic histo ry of race in 
America, through reading and 
through illustrated books. 

As a successful children's book 
illustrator, Feelings felt able to u se 
art in a book to teach very difficult 
truths, and he was willing to 
undertake the difficult task of 
creating the illustratio n s for Middle 
Passage with ho pe that the mes
sage would be understood . As an 
art ist, h e needed to communicate 

his own roots in Mrican culture 
and his own sen se of separation 
from the artistic tradition he stud
ied in college. 

Feelings' moving account of his 
life as a n artist and his years livin g 
in Africa and South America was 
a n eloquent expression of both 
pain and joy that exacted absolute 
atten tion from his audien ce. He 
described h is early attempts to 
draw the children in h is neighbor
hood in New York as a student, h is 
trip south in 1959 and 1960 to 
pain t scenes from segregation and 
blues musicians, and his growing 
awareness that the "pain of wh at 
was happening to Black people in 
America was beginni ng to get to 
me." 

The pain ter credi ted h is two 
yea rs in Africa in the 1960s with 
enabling h im to reflect a sense of 
dance and movement and wi th 
making him want to create books 
for children that showed the posi
tive side of African life and experi
en ce. Still, "Th e joy of th e rhythm 
is n ot a n evasio n of th e sorrow," as 
Feelings sees his art-and life. 

In pa inti ng t he scenes for Mid
dle Passage, Feelings used his artis
tic skills to try to reverse the posi
ti ve/ nega ti ve association s usually 
attach ed to black and white, and 
he tried to paint the pictures fro m 
the perspective of the captive Afri
cans. Nevertheless, Feelings did 
no t attemp t to leave out the agon y 
inherent in the situation . " I 
wanted young people to under
stand the stren gth of the people 
we came from ," h e said. Th en h e 
closed with a statement that VLA 
members can easily acknowledge 
and support: "The key to knowl
edge and freedom is in books that 
tell the truth. " 

-Cy Dillon m 
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Virginia Books 

Reviews prepared by the staff of the Division of Publications 


and Educational Services of the Library of Virginia 

Julie A. Campbell, Editor 


Julie A. Campbell is editor ofVirginia Cavalcade magaz ine. Sh e works in the Publications and Educational Services Div i
sion at the Library of Virginia. Staff m embers from other divisions of the Library occasionally contribute to " Virginia Book s" 
and are so noted in their bylines. 

Brooks Miles Barnes and 
Barry R. Truitt, eds., Sea
shore Chronicles: Three 
Centuries of the Virginia 

Barrier Islands . Charlottesville: 
University Press o f Virginia, 1997. 
xxix, 249 pp. $24.95. 

Just the names of the islands are 
evocative: Fish erman 's, Smith's, 
Ship Sh oal, Rogue, Hog, Parra
more, Metompkin, Assawoman, 
Wallop 's, Assateague, and Chinco
teague, the most famous of them 
all. Th ey face the ever-churning 
Atlantic Ocean, and behind their 
protectio n lies the complex system 
of m arshes, bays, a nd creeks that 
m akes up the eastern, sea side of 
Virginia's Eastern Sho re. Fourteen 
of the islands are today owned by 
the Nature Conservancy as the Vir
ginia Coast Reserve, and others, 
including Assateague where the 
ponies still run, are under the pro
tectio n of the federal government. 
In their present wild state, after 
three hundred years of futil e 
efforts to inhabit them, the islands 
again resemble wh at the earlies t 
Europea n settlers saw. 

Barnes, a libra ria n at the Eastern 
Sh ore Public Library and a histo
ria n, and Truitt, director of scien ce 
a nd stewardship at the Virginia 
Coast Reserve, offer twen ty-two 
selectio ns about the islands span
ning more than three centuries 

turn o f this century introduced 
the o riginal Federal Migratory 
Bird Bill, and in his essay 

reprinted here repo rts proudly 
twen ty years later on the increased 
number of sh orebirds as a result. 

The barrier islands are fragile 
things. Little Cobb's Island 
emerged fro m the sea about 1905 
to beco me eventually over one 
hundred ac res at high tide; then 
the sands migrated again and the 
island is no more. This book makes 
a splendid introduction to these 
dynamic landfo rms. The editors 
also provide a co ncise history of 
the ba rrier isla n ds, an d the book is 
filled with illustra tio n s, including 
a fo u rteen -page photographic 
essay that supplements the his
tory. 

-reviewed by john T. Kneebone 

Gabrielle M. Lanier and Ber
n ard L. Herman, Everyday 
Architecture of the Mid
A tlantic: Looking at Build ings 

and La ndscapes. Baltimore and 
London: Th e j o hns Hopkins Uni
versity Press, 1997. xi, 407 pp. 
$55.00 (hardcover), $29.95 (soft
cover). 

Part of the Creati ng the North 
American Landscape Series and 
published in coopera tion with the 
Center for Am erican Places in Har-

and including such luminaries as 
Robert E. Lee, novelist Tho mas 
Dixon , and ornithologist Olin 
Sewall Pettingill. One continuing 

... after three hundred 

years of futile efforts 

to inhabit them, the 

islands again resemble 

what the earliest 

European settlers saw. 

theme in these fascinating 
accounts, fro m visitors and resi
dents alike, is the summertime 
presence of the world's m eanest 
mosquitoes, although those crea
tures did n ot deter the sportsm en 
in the late nineteenth century who 
almost wiped out the birds that 
use the islan ds as a nursery and 
way statio n. George Shiras, a mem
ber of the gunning club on Revel's 
Island, as a congressman at the 
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risonburg, Virginia, this book is a 
field guide to the pre-1940 vernac
ular a rchitecture of southern New 
jersey, Delaware, and the Eastern 
Shores of Maryland and Virginia. 
The authors provide a methodol
ogy for studying vernacular struc
tures by examining architectural 
forms and outlining details. As 
they peel back the layers of the 
history of each structure, they sug
gest the mutual influences of styles 
and offer in clear prose the over
lapping nature of historical 
research. The book includes a glos
sary of architectural terms and a 
useful bibliography on vernacular 
architecture and material culture. 
But, because the authors focus 
their efforts on the vernacular 
architecture of the Delaware Val
ley, their list of preservation 
resources includes only those 
offices in Delaware, New jersey, 
Pennsylvania, and Maryland. 

Lanier and Herman's goal is an 
appreciatio n and, ultimately, pres
ervation of vernacular structures 
and their landscapes. They focus 
on agricultural structures and 
domestic architecture in towns; 
urban architecture is beyond the 
scope of this volume. The book 
begi ns with a chapter on house 
fo rms and lots then moves to con
struction techniques, architectural 
styles, farm outbuildings, and 
commercial, industrial, and insti
tutional architecture. The authors 
offer as a case study Port Penn, 
Delawa re, to demonstrate h ow to 
survey buildings and neighbor
hoods. The book concludes with a 
how-to chapter on recording his
toric buildings. 

Throughout, the book is well
illustrated with black-and-white 
photographs and drawings of 
architectural details. The illustra
tion s and detailed photographs of 
con struction techniques are clear 
and info rmative. The authors offer 
a substantive review of architectu
ral styles from Georgian to houses 
of the current century. For stu

dents of architecture and preserva
tion, this volume is a valuable 
guide to the art of reading build
ings and historic landscapes. 

- reviewed by Barbara Batson 

Ronald Hoffman, Mechal 
Sobel, and Fredrika j. Teute, 
eds., Through a Glass Darkly: 
Reflections on Personal Identity 

in Early America. Chapel Hill and 
London: University of North Caro
lina Press, 1997. x, 464 pp. $49.95 
(hardcover), $19.95 (softcover). 

"Human beings make 

great efforts to leave 

their signatures on life." 

This volume contains 

the fruitful results of 

searching for those 

signatures .... 

This volume, published for the 
Omohundro Institute of Early 
American History and Culture, 
Williamsburg, ga thers thirteen 
essays originally presented in 1993 
at a conferen ce marking the insti
tute's fifti eth anniversary. Through 
a Glass Darkly explores the issue of 
identity in pre-1815 America. The 
volume's essays are organized in 
three sections: "Histories of Self," 
"Texts of Self," and "Reflections on 
Defining Self." Three of the essays 
deal directly wi th Virginia history, 
and several others examine Virginia 
or Virginians as part of a larger 
colonial discussion. All reflect the 
growing importance of inter
disciplinary reseau:h in the study 
of early America. TheJ authors have 
combined historical inquiry with 
literary criticism, anthropology, 
psycho logy, and material culture 
to create challenging and thought-

provoking essays. 
Particularly engaging are essays 

that break unfamiliar ground. 
Mary Beth Norton examines how 
gender was defin ed in early Ameri
can society, using the seventeenth
century Virginia case of Thoma
sine (or Thomas?) Hall as a case 
study. Elaine Forman Crane combs 
letters and diaries to develop an 
understanding of the defining 
force o f pain in early America, 
before relief for everyday ailments 
was readily available at the drug
store. W. jeffrey Bolster tells the 
stories of African American sailors. 
And Laurel Thatcher Ulrich studies 
female property and identity in 
eighteenth-century New England 
by scrutinizing local reco rds, gene
alogies, and an intricately deco
rated cabinet owned by Hannah 
Barna rd, Hadley, Massachusetts. 
Her cupboard, covered with leaves, 
po megranates, hearts, and dia
monds, as well as her boldly 
painted name, was a practical 
receptacle for linen and silver, but 
it also reveals a great deal about 
decorative arts, inheritance pat
terns, a nd the female n otio n of 
self. 

Through a Glass Darkly reminds 
us that history is a mystery pur
sued with all kinds of clues; arti
facts, furniture, letters, poems, 
songs, and drawings provide tanta
lizing hints to people inves tigating 
the past and its inhabitants. 
"Human beings," writes Greg Den
ing in the book's introduction, 
"make great efforts to leave their 
signatures on life." This volume 
contains the fruitful results of 
sea rching for those signatures, like 
the sentence penciled inside a 
pine-and-poplar desk made in Nor
folk ca. 1790-1820. After recording 
a succession of female names 
inside the desk's lid, an anony
mous woman closed wi th a request 
for their reader: "If you see remem
ber me." In Through a Glass Darkly, 
historians remember. 

- reviewed by Jennifer Davis McDaid 
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Michael J. Puglisi, ed., D iver
sity and Accommodation: 
Essays on the Cultural Com
position of th e Virginia Fron

tier. Knoxville: University of Ten
nessee Press, 1997. x, 310 pp. 
$45.00. 

The thirteen essays in this stim
ulating collection are derived from 
the scholarly papers presented at 
the 1992 conference on the south
ern backcountry held at Emory 
and Henry College. They focus on 
the eighteenth century and the 
early yea rs o f the nineteenth and 
on the area of Virginia west of the 
Blue Ridge, including Kentucky. 

Editor Michael Puglisi provides 
a fine introduction to the persis
tent old myths about the southern 
frontier and to the different per
ceptions that modern generations 
of scho lars are providing as they 
investigate aspects of life in the 
zone between settled communities 
and the virgin lands of the west. 
Historical geographer Robert D. 
Mitchell, himself a thoughtful and 
original student of the region, out
lines the different approaches that 
scholars are taking to reach new 
understandings of the backcountry 
and what the strengths and weak
nesses of the various methods are. 

The volume consists of brief 
and readable chapters on the mix
ture of people who lived in the 
area: descendants of old Virginia 
families who moved over the 
mountains; new immigrants from 
Scotland and Ireland; settlers from 
Germany and their near relations, 
the Pennsylvania Dutch; Native 
Americans, a relatively neglected 
population whose place it was to 
begin with; and African Ameri
cans, whose lives in the early west 
have scarcely been studied. How 
each of those groups individually 
adjusted to life in the areas of con
tact and how together they fash
ioned a distinctive culture and eco
nomic life are important subjects 
themselves. The eclectic architec
ture of western Virginia still pre-
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serves in visible form some of its 
original variety, but it also shows 
how much amalgamation there 
has been in cultural as well as 
architectu ral change. 

Not surprisingly, the contribu
to rs to this volume find that differ
ing mixtures of immigrants pro
duced distinctive societies in the 
different localities of western Vir
ginia. There are some surprises 
here for people who have not kept 
up with the evolving literature on 
the first American West. Slavery 
was more common that has been 

There are some surprises 

here for people who 

have not kept up with 

the evolving literature on 

the first American West. 

recognized; wo men were often 
more economically independent 
and sophisticated and some were 
astute political advisors to their 
male relatives. One of the most sig
nificant legacies of the diversity of 
populations that intermingled in 
the Valley of Virginia and beyond 
during the century after 1725 was 
a respectful tolerance of religious 
diversity. 

Separately and as a collection, 
these essays make a significant 
contribution to one of the liveliest 
and most interesting fields within 
the larger subject of Virginia's his
tory. 

-reviewed by Brent Tarter 

David B. Mattern, ed., fames 
Madison 's "A dvice to My 
Country. , Charlottesville and 
London: University Press of 

Virginia, 199 7. xi, 119 pp. $17.95. 
This small volume comprises 

extracts from the voluminous writ-
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ings o f james Madison, arranged 
alphabetically under major head
ings such as "John Adams," "Agri
culture," "Political Popularity," 
"Religious Freedom," "Tobacco," 
"George Washington," and 
"Wine." Compiled by one of the 
editors of the complete edition of 
the papers of James Madison at the 
University of Virginia, the book is 
a handy reference guide to those 
of Madiso n's writings that may be 
useful in public and academic dis
course. 

james Madison was one of the 
most learned and erudite men ever 
to take part in American public 
life, and he made some of the 
most important contributions to 
political theory of any American. 
His private letters, public papers, 
essays, and contributions to the 
Federalis t Papers . are among the 
most thoughtful and important 
state papers in American public 
writing. Madison was a supremely 
rational writer but not a gifted 
prose stylist, though he coined 
brilliant phrases that seize the 
imagination. He is therefore not so 
often quoted as many of his con
temporaries, and when he is, it is 
more often at length than in 
sound bites. 

This collection of sentences and 
short paragraphs provides a sam
pling of Madisonian wisdom. It 
contains comments about his con
temporaries, then-current events, 
and large and timeless issues such 
as political liberty, statesmanship, 
and the relationship between 
scholarship and public virtue. The 
book is a worthwhile addition to 
the American history shelf. 

- reviewed by Brent Tarter 

Edward D. C. Campbell, ]r., 
and Kym S. Rice, eds., A 
W oman's War: Southern 
Women, Civil War, and the 

Confederate Legacy. Charlottesville: 
University Press of Virginia, 1997. 
xv, 264 pp. $24.95 (softcover) . 
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This handsome book serves dou
ble duty, first as a catalog for an 
exhibit at the Museum of the Con
federacy, Richmond, and second as 
a fine collection of learned essays. 
The exhibit ran from November 
1996 to September 1997 and took 
a fresh look at the wartime experi
ences of southern women-white 
and African American, mistress 
and slave, rich and poor. The edi
tors of the book, Rice and Camp
bell, take the same approach, pre
senting the tho ughtful and origi
nal work of several well-known 
historians as well as photographs 
of many of the objects from the 
exhibit. 

Suzanne Lebsack gets things off 
to a good start with a fitting fore
word. Drew Gilpin Faust, Thavolia 
Glymph, and George C. Rabie give 
an overview of women 's experi
ences during the Civil War, provid
ing, as do all the authors, plenty of 
fascinating examples. joan E. 
Cashin discusses refugees, women 
who fled their homes in search of 
safety. Glymph outlines the varied 
stories of female slaves who 
crossed the lines to what they 
hoped would be relief and freedom 
with the Union forces . The editors 
collect riveting first-person 
accounts of death, hunger, and 
fear. John M. Coski and Amy R. 
Feely write a history of the enter
prising women who remembered 
the Lost Cause through the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy, the 
Confederate Museum (later the 
Mu~eum of the Confederacy), 
Memorial Day, and other organiza
tions and events. Marjorie Spruill 
Wheeler concludes the volume 
with a look at the war's effect on 
woman suffrage in the South. 

Dozens of illustrations in color 
and black and white of people, 
artifacts, and ephemera add a 
pleasing and valuable visual tex
ture. Extensive notes for each arti
cle and pages of suggestions for 
further reading show the depth of 
research that went into the book-

and the amount of research still 
waiting for future scholars. A 
Woman's War sets a high standard 
for similar works by other institu
tions. 

-reviewed by Julie A. Campbell 

1Langhorne Gibson, Jr. The 
Gibson Girl: Portrait of a 
Southern Belle. Richmond: 
The Commodore Press, 1318 

Loch Lomond Lane, Richmond, 
VA 23221, 1997. 234 pp. $33. 

The wellspring of this biography 
reaches back into Langhorne Gib
son's childhood, when, while 
growing up near Greenwood, Vir
ginia, in the late 1940s and early 
1950s, he was stirred by the excite

...the sheer majesty of 

the woman swept the 

boy away, an effect 

shared by t he many men 

whom Irene langhorne 

Gibson mesmerized 

during her reign ... 

ment of his paternal grand
mother's periodic visits from New 
York City. On these occasions, the 
sheer majesty of the woman swept 
the boy away, an effect shared by 
the many men whom Irene Lan
ghorne Gibson mesmerized during 
her reign as one of her genera
tion's most beautiful women. The 
author's attachment to his grand
mother reminds the reader of 
something easily forgo tten: how 
passionately and devotedly a 
child's heart ffia¥-beat, experienc
ing emotions far out pf proportion 
to age and experien¢e that linger 
for a lifetime. 

Years later, having written 
about the fortunes of other promi

nent Richmonders, Gibson turned 
his attention to his own family. 
While rummaging through old 
documents and letters, trying to 
dedde how to go about the pro
ject, he happened across a picture 
of Irene Gibson. He had not 
thought of her for years. While 
looking at her photograph, he sud
denly experienced a powerful 
catharsis. The childhood awe that 
he had felt for her resurfaced, 
accompanied by repressed feelings 
that while a teenager he had 
neglected her when, as an old 
woman, she lay dying in his 
father's house. The moment 
became the impetus for this book. 

When Irene Langhorne married 
the popular illustrator Charles 
Dana Gibson on 7 November 
1895, most observers regarded the 
wedding as a match made in 
heaven. Both · were beautiful, 
vibrant people, well-known to 
society. Gibson was riding the 
crest of celebrity status during the 
golden age of mass magazines. 
Benefitting from her father's finan
cial success and using her own 
looks and accomplishments to her 
advantage, Langhorne had also 
achieved rare heights. From age fif
teen and over several summers, 
she mingled with elements of high 
society at the prestigious resort, 
the Grand Central Hotel at White 
Sulphur Springs, West Virginia, 
learning the intricate arts of the 
southern belle. At parties distant 
from Richmond, her reputation as 
a beauty grew, culminating in her 
invitation to lead the cotillion at 
New York's Patriarchs' Ball in 
1893, a unique triumph. Her mar
riage two years later to Gibson pos
sessed all the ingredients of a 
storybook romance. 

This perceptive account of Irene 
Langhorne Gibson's emergence as 
the South's pre-eminent belle is 
also an interesting study of the 
complex rules that regulated the 
genteel society that she mastered. 
It also credits her with projecting a 
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new ideal, one that relegated to 
obscurity the Victorian model with 
her faints and spells, replacing her 
with a more resolute woman, pos
sessed of a strong-featured, sym
metrical face and irresistibly femi
nine. This was the Gibson Girl, 
which her husband imagined using 
Irene's features as material to shape 
an image of astounding popularity. 

It is also the story of Charles 
Dana Gibson's astonishing career 
and of the couple's singular lives 
together. They socialized with and 
befriended some of the most inter
esting people of their day. When 
their fortunes decline after the 
Panic of 1907, and Irene's popular
ity takes a back seat to her famous 
younger sister, Nancy, Lady Astor, 
the story becomes one of how the 
Gibsons, accustomed to attention 
and plenty, cope with loss. An 
honest, loving tribute to Irene 
Langhorne Gibson by perhaps her 
most devoted beau, her grandson, 
this story of a Virginia family is an 
absorbing portrait of life among 
the privileged classes at the turn of 
the century. 

- reviewed by Don Gunter 

1 
). Anthony Alderman, Wild
flowers of the Blue Ridge Park
way. Chapel Hill and Lon
don: University of North 
Carolina Press, 1997. 222 
pp. $12.95 (softcover). 

The Blue Ridge Parkway, begun 
in 1935 to connect the Shenan
doah and the Great Smoky Moun
tains along the crest of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains, was completed 
in 1987. Considered a highlight of 
our national parks, the road runs 
along the backbone of the south
ern Appalachian Mountains 
between Waynesboro, Virginia, 
and Cherokee, North Carolina. 
Traversing terrain that rises from a 
low of 649 feet above sea level to a 
high of 6,047 feet, the Blue Ridge 
Parkway cuts across several cli
matic zones and as many botanical 

life zones as a trip from Georgia to 
Canada. The result is almost 650 
different species of flowering 
plants. 

Wildlife photographer and nat
uralist J. Anthony Alderman dis
cusses 205 of those species in Wild
flowers of the Blue Ridge Parkway, 
giving the names, histories, and 
special characteristics of each and 
discussing the ways in which early 
human inhabitants of the Blue 
Ridge used the plants-"for food, 
medicines, and magic." At the 

. . . the Blue Ridge 

Parkway cuts across 

several climatic zones ... 

request of the National Park Ser
vice, however, he reveals no rare 
or endangered species. After giving 
the reader instructions on how to 
find the myriad of wildflowers 
along the parkway, Alderman cau
tions against contravention of 
wildflower conservation with his 
set of "Ten Commandments," the 
first and most important being 
"Thou shalt not pick." He then 
divides his field guide into seven 
sections based on the color of the 
flowers. 

In what is perhaps the most use
ful feature of the book, Alderman 
includes three maps of the park
way and a discussion and list of 
the flowers to be found at each of 
seventy-five of the best and most 
accessible sites along the route. A 
glossary, bibliography, index of 
the plants, and several pages for 
listing the wildflowers the traveler 
discovers on the trip are followed 
by close-up color photographs of 
205 wildflowers, organized by 
color, shape, and the seasons when 
the various blooms can be 
observed. Each photograph is also 
keyed to the field-guide pages ear
lier in the book. 

- reviewed by Emily f. Salmon 

VIrginia Bookends 

1The University Press of Vir
ginia has issued three popular 

titles, the first in its new series, the 
Virginia Bookshelf, which it 
describes as "paperback reprints of 
classic works focusing on Virginia 
life, landscapes, and people." Nov
elist Donald McCaig's An American 
Homeplace (1992, 228 pp., $14.95) 
is a collection of essays centered 
on rural life in Highland County. 
Archaeologist Ivor Noel Hume con
tributes The Virginia Adventure: 
Roanoke to James Towne, an Archae
ological and Historical Odyssey 
(1994, xxvii, 491 pp., $19.95), his 
classic account of Roanoke Island 
and jamestown. And Garrett Epps 
rounds out the trio with The Shad 
Treatment (1977, 444 pp., $17.95), 
his infamous n~vel about 1970s 
politics, Virginia-style. 

1Brandylane Publishers lists two 
recent Virginia titles. Find a 

Way or Make One: The Selective 
Writings of Olie 0. Smith (1997, xi, 
129 pp., $14.95) collects a variety 
of Smith's essays, mostly the texts 
of speeches, on such topics as relig
ion, education, and the civil rights 
movement. Smith, who now lives 
in Dahlgren, has been a principal 
in Westmoreland County and a 
naval advisor. Shouts and Whispers : 
Stories from the Southern Chesapeake 
Bay (1997, ix, 154 pp., $12.95 soft
cover), by Jim Charbeneau, 
presents short stories about the 
Northern Neck by a recent retiree 
to the area.). T. Carver contributes 
illustrations to the fourteen pieces. 
Brandylane's address is P.O. Box 
261, White Stone, VA 22578. 

slice of Virginia history1A 
wound up in an attic in 

Mobile, Alabama, before the Mon
roe County Heritage Museums 
turned it into a book. Adventures of 
Charles L. Scott, Esq. (1997, xvi, 168 
pp., $24.00 softcover plus $2.00 
postage and handling), edited by 
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Kathy McCoy, is the m emoir of 
Charles L. Scott, born in Rich
mond in 1827. After schooling at 
the College of William and Mary, 
Scott became a lawyer, and in 
1849 took off for California and its 
gold. He served as a representative 
to Congress from California and as 
a Confede rate soldier before head
ing for the Venezuelan consulate 
and, finally, Alabama. He wrote his 
memoir in 1897 and reached the 
end of his eventfu l life in 1899. 
LuckHy, Scott's descendants ended 
up with the manuscript and recog
nized its value. The Monroe 
County Heritage Museums' address 
is P.O. Box 1637, Monroeville, AL 
36461-1 637. 

1The League of Women Voters 
of the Fairfax Area has pub

lished Tracing Our Roots: From Sen
eca Falls, New York to Fairfax, Vir
ginia (1997, 46 pp., softcover), by 
Bernice Colvard . The book honors 
the organization's fiftieth anniver
sary, and Chapter III covers Vir
ginia's contributions to women's 
political life, including those of 
Hannah Lee Corbin, Anna White
head Bodeker, Elizabeth Van Lew, 
Lila Meade Valentine, and others. 
The league's address is 4026 Hum
mer Rd., Annandale, VA 22003. 

1Welcome to the Williamsburg 
Inn (1997, v, 101 pp. $19.95), 

by Hugh DeSamper, celebrates 
sixty years of the elegant hostelry 
in Colonial Williamsburg. The 
book features 116 sumptuous color 
and black-and-white photographs 
of public and guest rooms, staff 
members, recreational facilities, 
restaurants, and notable visitors; 
viewing them is almost as good as 
being a guest at the inn. The Colo
nial Williamsburg Foundation 
published the coffee-table book in 
association with Lickle Publishing 
Inc. Colonial Williamsburg's 
address is P.O. Box 1776, Williams
burg, VA 23187-1776. 

l in Battlefield Ghosts (1997, 114 
pp., $12.00 softcover), B. Keith 

Toney, who is a licensed guide at 
Gettysburg National Military Park, 
a historian, a writer, and a ski llful 
storyteller, reports on notable and 
reportedly haunted sites, mostly of 
the Civil War and the Revolution
ary War, in Maryland, New jersey, 
North Carolina, and Pennsylvania 
in addition to Virginia. He inter
viewed people who have, he says, 
"sworn to the accuracy of their 
experiences." And those experi
ences are doozies. For example, a 
modern-day visitor to Belle Grove 

julie A. Campbell 

Plantation, in Middletown, thought 
he had stumbled onto a huddle of 
really good Civil War reenactors, 
then later realized what he had 
witnessed was a ghostly replay of 
the 1864 deathbed scene of Ste
phen Dodson Ramseur, a Confed
erate general, complete with 
mourner George Armstrong Cus
ter. The book comes from Rock
bridge Publishing Company, P.O. 
Box 351, Berryville, VA 22611
0351. 

-Julie A. Campbell m 
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FAX 540-328-0105 
rpb@clin c h.edu 

Public Library Section 
Chuck Koutnik 
Appomattox Regional Library 
245 East Cawson Street 
Hopewell , VA 23860 
804-458-01 10 
FAX 804-452-0909 
ckoutnik@leo.vsla.edu 

Sch ool Library Section 
Susan L. Little 
Tuckahoe Middle School 
2405 Narvik Court 
Richmond, VA 23233 
(804) 673-3720 
sll@richmond. infi. net 

Tntstee Section 
Barbara Severin 
6218 Pilgrims Rest Road East 
Warrenton, VA 20187-2866 
540-347-9563 

Region I 
Lisa Bachelder 
413 G iles Road 
Blacksburg, VA 24060 
540-772-7507 
FAX 540-772-2131 
lbacheld@leo.vsla.edu 

Region II 
Libby Blanton 
409 John Randolph Road 
Farmville, VA 23901 
804-736-2044 
FAX 804-736-2079 
svblanl@ccscent. bitnet 

Region III 
Caroly n Hughes 
335 60th St . 
Newport News, VA 

23607-1907 
804-825-2878 
FAX 804-825-2870 

Reg ion IV 
john Twombly 
C hesterfield County Public 

Library 
4301 Meadowdale Blvd. 
Richmond, VA 23234 
804-743-4842 

Region V 
Andrew Pendergrass 
Fairfax C ity Regional Library 
3915 Chain Bridge Road 
Fairfax, VA 22030 
703-246-2281 
FAX 703-385-6977 
andrew_pendergrass@fcp l.co. 

fairfax .va.us 

Reg ion VI 
Susie Hastings 
Ca rrier Library 
james Madison Uni versity 
Harrisonburg, VA 22807 
540-568-2843 
hastingss f@jmu.edu 

Membership Application 


Last Name First Name Middle Initial 

Place of Employment Title 

Preferred Mailing Addre ss 

City State Zip 

Business Phone Fax Phone E-Mail Address 

Member of: 0 ALA 0 SELA 0 NLA 
Type of Me mbers hip: 
(check one) 0 Individual 0 Institutional 
(c heck one) 0 Renewal 0 New Member 

0 Check/Money Order enc losed 
(Please make checks payable to VLA) 

0 Please bill my credit ca rd: 
0 VISA 0 MasterCard 

Card No.-----------

Exp. Date -----------

Signature & Date: 

Annual Dues 

Students, Friends, and salary 
to $ 13,500 $ 16.50 

Trustees and salary 
$ 13,501-$15,500 $22.00 

Corporate Friends and salary 
$ 15,501-$20,000 $33.00 
$20,00 1-$30,000 $44.00 
$30,00 1-$40,000 $55.00 
$40,00 I and up $66.00 

Institution s and Organizations $66.00

Dues are paid for the calendar year. 

Virginia Library Association • P.O. Box 8277, Norfolk, VA 23503-0277 • (757) 583-0041 

Forums (Check one or more) 

0 Business Information Round Table 
0 Children and Young Adults Round Tabl e 
0 Collections Management Round Table 
0 Community College Forum 
0 Ethnic Librarians Forum 
0 Interlibrary Loan Foru m 
0 Library Instru ction Forum 
0 Local History, Genealogy , and Oral 

History Forum 
0 Medi a Round Table 
0 Microco mputers Interests Forum 
0 New Members Round Table 
0 Outreach Forum 
0 Paraprofessional Forum 
0 Perso nnel Pract ices Forum 
0 Public Documents Forum 
0 Public Relation s Forum 
0 Techni ca l Services, Automation and 

Reso urces Forum (TSAR) 
0 Volunteer Manage ment Round Table 

Sections (Check one) 

0 College and University 
0 Publi c 
0 Trustee 
0 School 
0 Other ----------

Regional Group Affi liation 

0 Region I Southwest 
0 Region 2 Sou thern 
0 Region 3 Tidewater 
0 Region 4 Piedmont 
0 Region 5 Northern 
0 Region 6 Northwest 

mailto:f@jmu.edu
mailto:lbacheld@leo.vsla.edu
mailto:ckoutnik@leo.vsla.edu
http:leo.vsla.edu
mailto:lhahne@leo.vsla.edu
mailto:phowe@longwood.lwc.edu
mailto:cbarkle@leo.vsla.edu
http:vsla.edu
mailto:lchabot@cit.mbc.edu



