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Enjoy the holidays.
Spectrum resumes
publication
December 3.

Carilion, Virginia Tech, U.Va. form Biomedical Institute
By Susan Trulove

Carilion Health System announced
yesterday that it is forming a biomedical
institute in Roanoke in partnership with
Virginia Tech and the University of Virginia.

The Carilion Biomedical Institute will
be a biomedical-science, engineering, and
technology organization devoted to research,
development, and the commercial application
of health-related products. Goals for the
institute are to improve health care world
wide and to improve economic-development
opportunities in Virginia, particularly
southwest Virginia.

The institute will be located in Roanoke.
Construction will start next year on a 50,000-
square-foot headquarters that will include a
business incubator; 20-30 employees,
including scientists, will be hired.

Carilion will contribute $20 million in
start-up funds for the institute. The universities
and Carilion have agreed to raise an additional

$10 million from outside sources within five
years, when the institute will become self-
supporting.

Dennis G. Fisher
is president and CEO
of the institute, which will
be primarily responsible for
prototype development, com-
mercialization, and spin-off of
technology created by research
centers at the universities. Fisher, a
former Virginia Tech professor and
technical director of the Center for
Power Electronic Systems,
founded the ITT Gallium Arsenide
Technology Center in Roanoke.

The initial university centers
are the Medical Automation Research
Center at the University of Virginia and the
Optical Sciences and Engineering Research
(OSER) Center at Virginia Tech. Richard Claus
is director and William B. Spillman Jr. is

associate director of the OSER center.
Discussion with Carilion regarding a

partnership has been under way since early
1998, said Len Peters, vice provost for research

and dean of the Graduate School at Virginia
Tech. Spillman, who has been a chief scientist

with BF Goodrich, joined the university
three months ago to work on the project.
Claus is a professor in electrical and
computer engineering and director of the
Fiber and Electro-Optics Research
Center.

The OSER center will conduct
research and engineering activities
involving optics and other disciplines

to create knowledge and technology that
will benefit the medical, biomedical, and

veterinary disciplines while supporting the
practical goals of improving the services of the
Carilion Health System and reducing their cost.
Research areas will be selected by the OSER
director in coordination with the staff and then

reviewed and approved by the institute,
Peters, and several deans at Virginia Tech.
The institute and the Carilion Health System
will provide a filter to decide whether
particular research areas should be addressed,
based upon the goals of the institute and on
Carilion’s analysis of its patients’ needs,
costs, and future projections. This analysis
will be used to determine which areas would
benefit the most from focused research.

“Research will absolutely include basic
inquiries as well as more applied research,”
Spillman told a Research and Graduate
Studies meeting recently.

He said the OSER center will be an
incubator for inter-disciplinary programs.
Individual programs will be funded for six
months at $50,000 to help researchers gather
information or purchase equipment that will
enable them to submit proposals to external
funding sources. The center will then offer to

Nephew of Tech’s first student dies

Saffle earns Fulbright post in Finland

By Clara B. Cox
William Addison “Bill” Caldwell,

nephew and namesake of the first student to
enroll at Virginia Tech, died November 12 at
Richfield Nursing Center in Salem. He was
90 years old.

Caldwell, a native of Radford, spurred
research into the first student’s life when he
donated the Bible of his uncle, who was
called “Add,” to Special Collections. Later,
he worked to get the university to name the
second-floor lounge in Johnston Student
Center after Add Caldwell and commissioned
his own nephew, a New York artist, to paint
the watercolor portrait of Add Caldwell that
now hangs in the Caldwell lounge. The lounge

was dedicated on March 19, 1993.
Bill Caldwell also donated a photograph of

the first student as an adult and encouraged
another relative to donate one of Add Caldwell’s
report cards to Special Collections. Additionally,
he put a Virginia Tech writer who was
researching Caldwell’s life into contact with
relatives who remembered the first student,
leading to the discovery and donation of a letter
written by Caldwell.

The research revealed that then-16-year-
old Add Caldwell walked with his older brother,
Milton, as much as 38 miles from his home in
the Sinking Creek community of Craig County
to register at Virginia Tech, then called Virginia

(See CARILION on 4)

By Sally Harris
Michael Saffle has always preferred inter-

disciplinary teaching, so he earned two
bachelor’s degrees and a master’s in five
different subjects before getting a joint doctorate
in music and humanities. His subsequent
teaching and research, which have received
numerous awards, have been similarly inter-
disciplinary.

As a result, his “impressive academic
accomplishments” have now earned a
distinguished lectureship for the academic year
2000-2001, an award given by the J. William
Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board. The
Fulbright Program is designed to “increase
mutual understanding between the people of
the United States and those of other countries,”
according to Alan Schechter, chairman of the
board, in the letter announcing Saffle’s
selection.

As part of the Fulbright award, Saffle, a
professor in the Center for Interdisciplinary
Studies (CIS), will hold the Bicentennial Chair
of American Studies at the University of
Helsinki, Finland. The award is one of the top
Fulbright European lectureships. He will teach
a general course in American culture and a
graduate seminar on the topic of his choice,
American music and film.

To get from a music student to a Fulbright
lecturer in American studies, Saffle took several
byroads. During his undergraduate years, he
earned a bachelor’s degree in piano and music
history and literature and another bachelor’s
degree in English and philosophy. He also
earned a master of theological studies in church
history from the Harvard Divinity School and
then went to Stanford for a Ph.D. in music and
humanities.

He taught as a graduate student in 1973-
1974 and 1975-1977 and as an instructor with
Stanford’s Undergraduate Honors Program in
Humanities and with the year-long residence-
based Program in Structured Liberal Education

in 1977-78.
When he came to Virginia Tech in

1978, he said, “I pursued musicology mostly
on my own time while I taught general
courses in the Department of Music and
with the Center for Programs in the
Humanities.” He left the music department
in 1996 to become professor of music and
humanities in the new Center for
Interdisciplinary Studies (CIS). After moving
to CIS, Saffle taught a course in African
American Music that he hopes will become
a regular part of the curriculum.

“During the last 10 years, however,
I’ve been more and more drawn to American
music and cultural studies,” Saffle said. With
James Heintze of American University in
Washington, D.C., he has edited and
published a four-volume series called Essays
in American Music (1994-1999). In 1992,
he was appointed American editor for Die
Musik in Geschichte und Gegenwart (Music
Past and Present), the most important
European music encyclopedia. He wrote
much of the general article on “Music in the
United States” as well as other articles on
American composers and places. When
completed, the encyclopedia will run to 22
volumes, each more than 1,000 pages long.
Saffle also has contributed articles to the
International Dictionary of Black
Composers, published this year in New York.

Saffle won a Certificate of Teaching
Excellence in music in 1981 and another in
CIS in 1999. He has done a great deal of
teaching for the University Honors Program,
including music courses.

He has lectured at Oxford University,
Emory University in Atlanta, and the
University of Calgary. This past summer, he
served as visiting professor of history at the
American University of Bulgaria in
Blagoevgrad. He has received three

(See NEPHEW on 4)

AIRBORNE     Michael Vick soared as the team bested Miami 43-10 in a hard-fought battle
Saturday night. The team’s ’99 record is the best in school history and has the Hokies ranked
second in the nation. Tech will play Temple Saturday in Philadelphia. The game begins at noon
and will be broadcast on ESPN2.  (J. McCormick)
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ACTIVITIES

BULLETINS

EVENTS

SEMINARS

Friday, 19
TA-UT, 8 p.m., Squires Studio Theatre: The Trojan

Women.

Saturday, 20
Football, noon: At Temple, ESPN2.

Monday, 22
Men’s Basketball, 7 p.m., at William & Mary.

Tuesday, 23
Multicultural Diversity Forum, 9 a.m, Squires Brush

Mountain B.

Wednesday, 24
“With Good Reason,” 7 p.m., WVTF: Topic “It’s a

Math, Math World.”

Thursday, 25
Thanksgiving Holiday for Faculty and Staff.

Friday, 26
Thanksgiving Holiday for Faculty and Staff.
Football, 2:30 p.m., Lane Stadium: Boston College.
Women’s Basketball, time TBA, Eugene, Oregon:

Southern Utah.

Saturday, 27
Women’s Basketball, time TBA, Eugene, Oregon:

Opponent TBA.

Sunday, 28
YMCA Hike, 1:30 p.m., 403 Washington St.: Indian

Run.

Monday, 29
Men’s Basketball, 7:30 p.m., at UNC Asheville.

Tuesday, Nov. 30
Women’s Basketball, 7 p.m., Cassell Coliseum:

Appalachian State.

DECEMBER

Wednesday, 1
Salary and Wage Paydate.
“With Good Reason,” 7 p.m., WVTF: “Runaways

Revealed.”

Thursday, 2
YMCA Slide Show, noon, Cranwell Center.
CSTS Lunch Discussion Series: 12:30-1:30 p.m., 132

Lane.
Communication Studies Lecture, 3:30-5 p.m., Fralin

auditorium: William K. Rawlins, Purdue.
Men’s Basketball, 7:30 p.m.: At East Tennessee State.
Women’s Basketball, 7:30 p.m.: At JMU.

Friday, 3
Communication Studies Lecture, 3:30-5 p.m., DBHCC

conference room C: William K. Rawlins, Purdue.
VTU Lively Arts, 7:30 p.m., Burruss Auditorium: Here’s

Love.

Friday, 19
Highlands in Chemistry, 11 a.m., 3 Davidson: Terrence

Collins, Carnegie Mellon.
MCBB, noon, 102 Fralin: Myra Kurtz, Merck Research

Labs.

Electrical/Computer Engineering, 1 p.m., 261 NEB:
L. Guido.

Botany, 4 p.m., 1076 Derring: Catherine Gatenby.

Monday, 29
Biomedical Engineering, 3-4 p.m., 114 Holden: J.

Wallace Grant.
Biochemistry, 4 p.m., 223 Engel: Chris Chang,

Wisconsin.
CSES, 4 p.m., 232 Smyth: Jon Zalewski.
Horticulture, 4-5 p.m., 409 Saunders: Diane Relf.

Tuesday, 30
Electrical/Computer Engineering, 3:30 p.m., 300

Whittemore: S. Midkiff.

DECEMBER

Wednesday, 1
PPWS, 4 p.m., 102 Fralin: Leen Verbiest.
Electrical/Computer Engineering, 5:15 p.m., 300

Whittemore: S. Chandrasekran.

Thursday, 2
Electrical/Computer Engineering, 1 p.m., 654

Whittemore: TBA.
Entomology, 4 p.m., 220 Price: Eric Smith, Dodson

Pest Control.

Friday, 3
Highlands in Chemistry, 11 a.m., 3 Davidson: J.J.K.

Wright, Bristol-Myers Squibb.
MCBB, noon, 102 Fralin: Peter Setlow, Connecticut.
Botany, 4 p.m., 1076 Derring: Graeme Lockaby, Auburn.
Electrical/Computer Engineering, 4 p.m., 457

Whittemore: J. Donahue.
STS, 4 p.m., 132 Lane Hall: Phil Merikle, Waterloo.

CASSA sponsors blood and food drives
The College of Arts and Sciences Staff Association

(CASSA) Thanksgiving Blood Drive will be held November
23, from 8:30 to 11 a.m., and 12:30 to 3:45 p.m. Contact
Brenda Husser at 1-6878 or e-mail bhusser@vt.edu to sign up,
or go to http://www.cas.vt.edu/cassa/blood/. CASSA is also
collecting food for the Food Pantry during the Blood Drive. All
persons who donate blood or food will be entered to win door
prizes.

DBHCC has new website
The Donaldson Brown Hotel and Conference center

has a new webpage— http://www.dbhcc.vt.edu —which
features information about a variety of topics in the center,
inclding upcoming special events, closings, limited lunch
seatings.

Film culminates Focus on Greater China
The last event in the 1999 Focus on Greater China will

show a Chinese film The Monkey Kid at the Lyric Theatre on
November 30.

The Monkey Kid is a film of a nine-year-old girl’s daily life
in China against the backdrop of the Cultural Revolution. The
Monkey Kid was an Official Selection of the 1995 Cannes
International Film Festival. In addition to seeing the film, the
campus community will also have the opportunity to meet its
director, Xiao-Yen Wang. The reception for Wang will be at the
Black Cultural Center in Squires, 4-6 p.m., November 29.

Parking change benefits grad students
Beginning November 29, graduate students will be allowed

to park on the Drillfield with the faculty and staff during the
extended hours of 5–8 p.m., Monday–Friday. This change is
being made in recognition of the additional hours that graduate
students need to spend on campus, and to better use Drillfield
parking during the extended hours.

Students can guarantee dorm room
Virginia Tech’s Department of Residential and Dining

Programs (RDP) has announced that for a limited time, it will
once again offer current students wishing to live on campus
during the 2000-2001 academic year a guaranteed-housing
option. This program gives current students the opportunity to
bypass the traditional lottery process and guarantees that they
will be offered a housing contract to live on campus, if they are
one of the first 2,500 to apply.

Between November 28 and December 6, students interested
in guaranteeing housing for the 2000-2001 academic year may
log on to www.rdp.vt.edu and enter their name. The first 2,500
to do so will be offered a contract the week of December 6. The
contract must be signed and returned by December 17 for the
housing guarantee to be valid. By signing this contract, students
acknowledge that they will be obligated to live on campus for
the 2000-2001 academic year. Students who wish to enter the
normal lottery process instead of the guaranteed housing sign-
up may do so between December 6 and January 21.

Wakefield lecture to focus on building-construction techniques
By Sandy Broughton

Ronald R. Wakefield will present “The
Challenge of Construction: People, Processes,
and Products” on Thursday, Dec. 2, at 7:30 p.m.
in 100 Hancock.

Wakefield is the William E. Jamerson
professor in building construction in the College
of Architecture and Urban Studies. His illustrated
lecture will reflect his work on computer
simulation of construction operations as an aid
in the construction of building projects and the
training of equipment operators. Wakefield’s
presentation is the third in a series of lectures by
individuals holding endowed professorships in
the College of Architecture and Urban Studies.

Before his entry into academia, Wakefield
was a professional engineer with the Electricity

Commission of New South Wales in his native
Australia. He earned a B.E. with honors 1 in
civil engineering from the University of New
South Wales in 1984, an M.S.E. in civil
engineering and operations research from
Princeton University in 1987, and a Ph.D. in
Civil Engineering from the University of New
South Wales in 1993. He was a senior lecturer
in civil engineering in the Department of
Engineering Construction and Management at
the University of New South Wales and a
visiting fellow at the City University of Hong
Kong before joining the Virginia Tech faculty
in 1998 as the Jamerson professor. Jamerson
established the William E. Jamerson Endowed
Professorship with the specification that the
honor be awarded to a professor in the

Department of Building Construction.
Wakefield is recognized internationally

for his work on computer simulation of
construction operations as an aid in the
evaluation of building project costs and the
training of equipment operators. His research
has potential to increase the efficiency of the
construction process and project management
for building projects at all scales. He is co-editor
of the Journal of Project and Construction
Management. Wakefield’s research includes
projects sponsored by the Commonwealth
Scientific and Industrial Research Organization
in Australia, the Tasmanian Building and
Construction Industry Training Board, the
Australian National Training Authority and the
U. S. Department of Housing and Urban

Development.
Currently, Wakefield is working with

researchers from five colleges (Architecture
and Urban Studies, Forestry and Wildlife
Resources, Engineering, Agriculture and Life
Sciences, and Human Resources and
Education), the Wind Loading Research Center
at Clemson University, and the Waste Policy
Institute, a Virginia Tech-affiliated non-fit
company on a project sponsored by the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development. The goal of the project is to
improve building technology and regulations,
integrate process modeling, information
technology, and advanced visualization in the
construction process, and to develop and
implement integrated systems for housing
construction.
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EMPLOYMENT
CLASSIFIED POSITIONS

FACULTY POSITIONS

ACHIEVERS

The following classified positions are currently
available. More details of these positions, specific
application procedures and position-closing dates
may be found on the Personnel Services web site at
http://www.ps.vt.edu. Available positions are also
listed on the Job Line, a 24-hour recorded message
service: Office/Clerical: 1-6196; Technical/Re-
search: 1-6160; Service/Trades: 1-6176; Profes-
sional and Managerial: 1-4649; Information Tech-
nology: 1-2233. Some of the following positions
include state benefits. Positions with numbers be-
ginning with a “W” are hourly and do not include
state benefits. Individuals with disabilities desiring
assistance or accommodation in the application
process should call by the application deadline.

Closing date for advertised positions is 1 p.m.
Monday. An EO/AA employer committed to diver-
sity.

Full Time
Alumni Program Coordinator, LC088D,

Grade 10, Alumni Relations.
Boiler Operator Assistant, 330P, Grade 4,

Power Plant.
Building/Grounds Supervisor B, 0867H,

Grade 10, Residential/Dining Programs/Facilities/
Services.

Chemical Safety Trainer (Health Ed. Sr),
7491T, Grade 10, EHSS.

Development Associate—Student Calling
Program, 1450C, Grade 8, University Develop-
ment/Annual Giving for Phonathon.

Electronic Technician Sr, 7516J, Grade 10,
Center for Transportation Research.

Fiscal Assistant, 6239C, Grade 5, Controller’s
Office.

Fiscal Technician, 244C, Grade 6, CNS.
Nine full-time food-operations positions avail-

able; two part-time positions.

Food Operations Director A/Unit Manager,
1251H, Grade 12, Residential/Dining Programs/
Owens Food Court.

Housekeeping Worker, 6452S, Grade 1,
Physical Plant.

Housekeeping Worker, 7261G, Grade 1,
Recreational Sports.

Housekeeping Worker, 1023H, Grade 1, Resi-
dential/Dining Programs.

Institutional Traffic/Parking Supervisor,
1111T, Grade 9, Parking Services.

Laboratory Specialist, 7525M, Grade 8,
CSES.

Laboratory Technician Senior, W022934M,
Grade 5, Fisheries/Wildlife Sciences.

Office Services Assistant, 2527C, Grade 4,
Controller’s Office.

Office Services Specialist, 7080M, Grade 5,
CVM.

Office Services Specialist, 6693S, Grade 5,
University Library/ILL.

Office Services Specialist, 6714J, Grade 5,
Alumni Relations.

Office Services Specialist, 6829S, Grade 5,
University Library.

Program Support Technician, 7527T, Grade
6, Office of Executive Vice President.

Program Support Technician (Asst. Mgr.—
Guest Services), 6685G, Grade 6, DBHCC.

Programmer, 7329M, Grade 10, Agricultural/
Applied Economics.

Programmer Analyst, 570S, Grade 12, Uni-
versity Library.

Public Relations Specialist, 2085T, Grade

10, Undergraduate Admissions.
Senior Development Associate—Annual

Giving, 6695D, Grade 10, University Development.
Television/Video Producer/Director, 5362D,

Grade 10, University Relations.
Part Time

Animal Care Technician A, W022155M, Grade
3, Veterinary Teaching Hospital.

Housekeeping Worker, W022490H, Grade 1,
Residential/Dining Programs.

Housekeeping Worker, W020574G, Grade 1,
DBHCC.

Laboratory Technician, W022569T, Grade 4,
Chemistry.

Laboratory Technician Senior, W022926M,
Grade 5, CSES.

Office Services Assistant (Switchboard
Operator), W022101C, Grade 4, CNS.

Office Services Asst, W022459C, Grade 4,
Personnel Services.

Office Services Specialist, W020106M, Grade
5, Entomology.

Office Services Specialist, W020877C, Grade
5, AIS—User Services.

Postal Aide, W022549M, Grade 2, CVM.
Program Support Technician, W022188B,

Grade 6, AIS/HRIS Team.
Radiologic Technologist, W022238G, Grade

9, Health Center.
Research Specialist, W022936M, Grade 8,

Fisheries/Wildlife Sciences.
Wash Bay Attendant, W020774T, Grade 2,

Motor Pool.

University Only
Program Support Technician, U2235P,

Grade 6, Physical Plant.
Off Campus

Evening Announcer, 1962D, Grade 8,
WVTF.

Office Services Assistant, 7531J, Grade 4,
Richmond City.

Office Services Assistant, 7530J, Grade 4,
Henrico.

Secretary Senior, 7397M, Grade 5, VCES.
Wildlife Worker, 6638T, Grade 4, Biology.

NON-INSTRUCTIONAL
Service-Learning Center. Assistant Direc-

tor. Contact: Rachel Parker-Gwin, Search Com-
mittee Chair, 678 McBryde (0137). Applications
deadline: January 15.

Virginia Cooperative Extension. Extension
Agent, Family and Consumer Sciences, #FA684.
Contact: John Dooley, Virginia Cooperative Exten-
sion, 122 Hutcheson (0437). Review begins De-
cember 13.

Virginia Cooperative Extension. Extension
Agent, Environmental Horticulture, #111875.
Contact: Steve Umberger, Virginia Cooperative
Extension, 122 Hutcheson (0437) Review begins
December 6.

Virginia Cooperative Extension. Extension
Agent, Natural Resources, #111883. Contact:
Steve Umberger, 122 Hutcheson (0437). Review
begins December 13.

Complete information regarding faculty posi-
tions is available at http://www.vt.edu:10021/admin/
eoaa/index.html.

The following individuals are being
recognized as achievers: Randall R. Stith,
J. Thomas Brown, Bob Shaver, Jason
Milburn, Tom Gallagher, Stephen K.
White, Brian Tissue, Kay Castagnoli,
Neal Castagnoli Jr., Kathleen W. Jones,
Rebecca H. Davis, John M. Carroll,
J.A.N. Lee, Kent Holliday, Klaus
Hinkelmann, Karen Hult, John M.
Carroll, and Mary Beth Rosson.

For full information regarding their
achievements, refer to the on-line edition
of Spectrum at http://www.unirel.vt.edu/
spectrum/.

American Geophysical Union symposium to honor G.V. Gibbs
By Sally Harris

Back during the 50s, F. Donald Bloss didn’t
need a crystal ball to realize that his graduate
student G.V. “Jerry” Gibbs would some day be
one of the world’s outstanding mineralogists.

He was right, as Gibbs, Virginia Tech
university distinguished professor emeritus, has
won numerous awards over the years for his
research and teaching and is recognized
internationally in his field. In addition, four
months after Gibbs’s retirement, the American
Geophysical Union (AGU), the largest
organization of earth scientists in the world, will
honor Gibbs by hosting a special symposium at
the Mosconi Convention Center in San Francisco
December 14-15.

The symposium, organized by Monte M.
Boisen Jr., professor of mathematics, and Michael
Hochella, professor of geological sciences, both
at Virginia Tech, will consist of more than 40
papers presented by scientists from all over the
world.

“The special sessions will circle around the
core of Gibbs’s research over the decades,”
Hochella said. “Contributions will cover various
aspects of the Earth and materials sciences,
including, but not limited to, quantum-based
mineralogy and crystal chemistry, solutions and
predictions of crystal structures, the mineralogy
and properties of Earth, mantle, and core,
mathematical crystallography, and the novel
properties of Earth materials.”

Gibbs didn’t start out to pursue a career in
mineralogy. In 1955, while majoring in glacial
geology at the University of New Hampshire, he
wrote a thesis on the geysers of Yellowstone
National Park. In reviewing the literature, he read
an exciting paper on geysers by Bloss, then an
assistant professor at the University of Tennessee
(UT). Bloss had applied the Bernoulli principle
in modeling the eruptions of adjacent geysers,
Gibbs said. Wanting to study geysers with Bloss,
Gibbs enrolled in the master’s program at UT.
Although he and Bloss never made it to
Yellowstone, this began a 45-year professional
association and close personal friendship. Gibbs

completed his M.S. degree under Bloss’s
supervision in a study of the optics of synthetic
fluoromicas. During this study, Bloss said, “I
encouraged Jerry to take more mathematics and
helped him until Jerry far outdistanced me in the
subject.” According to Bloss, Gibbs became
“one of the most mathematical mineralogists in
the world.”

Gibbs even held a courtesy appointment in
the Department of Mathematics, where he
collaborated extensively with Monte Boisen for
more than 20 years, co-authored more than 50
papers with him, and wrote a book on
Mathematical Crystallography. Gibbs’ research,
in collaboration with Boisen and Paul Ribbe,
was supported primarily by the National Science
Foundation (NSF) with numerous grants that
totaled more than $2 million.

However, back in 1957 when Gibbs had
completed his M.S. degree, he went, with Bloss’s
strong recommendation, to The Pennsylvania
State University to study mineralogy under J.V.
Smith, one of the leading mineral physicists in
the world. For his Ph.D., Gibbs undertook a
crystal structural determination of a synthetic
mineral that he and Bloss had discovered while
working summers at the U.S. Bureau of Mines
at Norris, Tenn. Gibbs determined that the
synthetic mineral had a unique crystal structure,
previously unknown in mineralogy, that turned
out to play a key role in advancing our
understanding of the crystal chemistry of the
amphibole and pyroxene mineral groups.

Upon completing his Ph.D. at Penn State,
Gibbs went to the University of Chicago as a
post-doctoral fellow. The next year, he worked
as a research chemist on the synthesis of laser
crystals at Union Carbide. He was hired the
following year at Penn State as an assistant
professor of mineralogy.

In 1966, Gibbs joined Bloss, Ribbe, and
G.E. Grender at Virginia Tech as members of
the Molecular Structures Laboratory. A generous
anonymous donor contributed the money that
established and equipped the lab and made the
move possible.

The following 35 years at Virginia Tech
were very exciting years for Gibbs, his students,
his science, and his collaboration with
numerous scientists here and abroad and with
Boisen in particular. In 1981 he served as
president of the Mineralogical Society of
America (MSA). He gave his presidential
address on “Molecules as Models for Bonding
in Minerals,” and the paper has since been
cited more than 350 times. In 1984, the mineral
Jerrygibbsite was “named in his honor in
recognition of his outstanding contributions to
the science of mineralogy and the society of
mineralogists.’’

The following year, he was elected an
AGU fellow. In 1986, Gibbs was awarded,
“for outstanding and meritorious research in
mineral physics,’’ the prestigious Roebling
Gold Medal, the highest award given by the
MSA. The following year, the Council for the
Advancement and Support of Education saluted
Gibbs as its National Silver Medalist Professor
of the Year.

In 1988, Gibbs joined Linus Pauling as an
elected honorary member of the Mineralogical
Society of Great Britain and Ireland, the highest
honor given by that society. Two years later,
Gibbs was elected a fellow of the American
Academy of Arts and Science, the only earth
scientist of 96 new fellows elected that year.

In 1993, he was chosen as Virginia
Scientist of the Year, an award that recognizes
outstanding Virginians and their contributions
to the state.

Because of his teaching abilities and his
dedication to teaching scholarship, he received
Virginia Tech’s 1976 Wine Award for teaching
excellence, an award he cherishes. He also
believes that “teaching and research excellence
should be the hallmark of each and every
faculty member at Tech.”

“Teaching and research go hand in hand,
and to excel in teaching scholarship, a faculty
member needs to be involved in research. Just
being a teacher alone won’t do it.”
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share costs with external sponsors.
Project areas for the OSER center’s initial

year are: multi-spectral imaging, advanced
laser surgery optics, bio-compatible materials,
diagnostic patches, diagnostics for veterinary
applications, and optically activated/controlled
therapy. The center will also be open to
suggestions from researchers about promising
areas. Initial research project decisions were
made as a result of Spillman’s conversations
around campus inviting proposals.

The OSER and U.Va.’s Medical
Automation Research Center (MARC) will
also collaborate on some projects. MARC
project contribute the lab efficiency, such as
robotic systems to transport and process blood
specimens and other body fluids.

The overall mission of the institute is to
foster the development of new knowledge,
processes, and products in the biomedical
sciences and technology area, and to facilitate
the transfer of that knowledge to improve the
health status of the region and the world while

Humboldt Fellowships (two of which ran
concurrently) and a previous Fulbright award
as well as numerous grants for research.

Saffle is a member of numerous
professional societies, including the American
Musicological Society, the College Music
Society, the Music Library Association, and
the Virginia Humanities Conference. He has
published two books, with three more in
preparation, and has edited or co-edited 19
other books or book series. He has published
countless articles in professional journals.

Saffle calls the Center for Interdisciplinary
Studies “a wonderful place for a humanist to
work and teach.” With the support of his
colleagues there, especially Barbara Carlisle,
director of CIS, and Elizabeth Fine, director of
humanities, he has been able to continue his
work on traditional projects and still branch out
into other fields.

OBITUARY

Faculty members
meet alums abroad

Over the past year, several Virginia Tech
faculty members have participated in the Alumni
Association’s Hokies Abroad Program. The
Hokies Abroad Program provides an opportu-
nity to link faculty members traveling abroad to
alumni who live abroad.

Billie Lepczyk, from the department of
Teaching and Learning, met with June Amillo in
Madrid; John Ballweg, from the department of
Sociology, met with Corazon Villareal in the
Philippines; Tom Hammett, from the Depart-
ment of Wood Science and Forest Products
Department, held the second annual Nicaraguan
alumni event with Gabriel Pasos.

Last December Vice President for Alumni
Relations Thomas Tillar and Director of Uni-
versity Honors Jack Dudley, along with Rhodes
Scholar Mark Embree, hosted an alumni recep-
tion in London with Ken Giannini. Most re-
cently, Assistant Director of Admissions Lee
Drowne, Assistant Dean of the Graduate School
Martha Johnson, and Ph.D. candidate from the
Department of Educational Leadership and
Policy Studies Michael Perry, hosted a recep-
tion for alumni and two students admitted to
Virginia Tech and their families and also met
with Hong Kong Chapter President K.C. Kong.

Assistant Director for Graduate Student
Recruitment Bernard LaBerge recently met in
Thailand with Somchai Santiwatanakul to orga-
nize an alumni chapter.

Faculty members who are willing to assist
in the program should notify the Alumni Asso-
ciation as early as possible—three months be-
fore date of travel is optimal. The Alumni Asso-
ciation staff can then contact Tech alumni resid-
ing in these areas to arrange for meetings and/or
discussions. For more information, contact the
alumni programs coordinator in Alumni Rela-
tions.

Virginia Tech faculty and staff members
and students are often the subject of significant
national and state-wide news coverage. To
better inform the university community about
these accomplishments, the Office of
University Relations has compiled this report.
It excludes coverage in the Roanoke news-
media market. For more information about the
articles mentioned, call Julie Kane, university
public-relations specialist, at 1-9934, or contact
your college public-relations office.

The following individuals are being
recognized as newsmakers: Richard Neves,
Larnie Cross, Shannon Jarrott, Fred
Krimgold, Bruce Zoecklein, Eric Day,
Daniel Dolan, Tom Dingus, Jimmy Martin,
Marshall Fishwick, Rosemary Blieszner,
Nikki Giovanni, James Fraser, Paul Knox,
Irene Leech, Marie Suthers-McCabe and
Ann Hertzler,

For full information regarding their
citations, refer to the on-line edition of Spectrum
at http://www.unirel.vt.edu/spectrum/.

Harold Gordon Bechanan, 77
Harold Gordon Bechanan, 77, director of

the Virginia Tech Library from 1972 to 1985,
died Tuesday, Oct. 26.

Bechanan graduated from Transylvania
University and received a master’s degree in
library science from Columbia University.
Before coming to Virginia Tech, he served as a
librarian at Harvard.

Agricultural and Mechanical College, on Oct.
1, 1872. Milton Caldwell also registered but
never graduated. Add Caldwell spent four years
at the school, earning a certificate in agriculture
with the second graduating class in 1876. He
worked as a schoolteacher, clerk, and salesman
before his death in 1910. He was buried in the
Caldwell family cemetery in Radford, where
his family had moved after he left home.

On Oct. 1, 1997, Bill Caldwell was the
university’s special guest at the ceremony to
dedicate a state historical marker about his

uncle. The event, held in Craig County, marked
the 125th anniversary of the day his uncle
registered at Virginia Tech.

Bill Caldwell was a Radford realtor and a
founding partner in the Giesen-Caldwell Real
Estate Agency. Interment was November 16 in
the Caldwell family cemetery.

providing economic development activities in
Virginia.

The Carilion funds come from the sale of a
Richmond medical-supply company in 1994.
Carilion established the Biomedical Institute in
observation of Carilion’s centennial and “as part
of our long-term commitment to the region,”
Robertson said.

This week’s coach is the
Women’s Basketball Coach Bonnie
Henrickson and she’s so good she’s
coaching us against two teams:
Temple and Boston College. In past
years, we routed them both in terms
of total dollars raised…although last
year BC had over 50-percent
participation. The campaign ends
today, so send those pledge cards in.
Let’s go over the top in both money
($190,000) and participation (25
percent). (J. McCormick)

Benefits come from continuing ed
By Catherine Doss

Visibility. Funding. Research opportunities
for faculty members and graduate students. New
graduate students. These are just a few of the
benefits that more and more Virginia Tech faculty
members are realizing from developing
relationships with representatives from
corporations, state and federal agencies, and
non-profit organizations through hosting
continuing-education programs.

“Continuing education is no longer simply
showing up at a designated time and teaching a
program for adults,” said Linda Leffel, director
of program development for the Division of
Continuing Education. “Continuing education
is outreach at its finest, and the outcomes multiply
for both the faculty members who engage in it as
well as the university.”

Take Tom Garman for example. As a
professor in the Department of Near
Environments, Garman has a special interest in
consumer sciences and personal and family
finance. Two and a half years ago, Garman
began hosting a continuing-education program
for employers focused on personal-finance
employee education (PFEE). Garman’s PFEE
conferences quickly caught on and have now
become a twice-annual event. Garman himself
has received national recognition as a PFEE
expert, and his work has been featured in such
prestigious media as The New York Times, The
Washington Post, CNN, National Public Radio,
and a two-segment story on NBC Nightly News.
Garman is a COTA (Center for Organizational
and Technological Advancement) fellow and
with the help of significant outside financial
support, has established the National Institute
for Personal Finance Employee Education in
the College of Human Resources and Education.

COTA is a university center that develops
and sponsors various types of programs at the
Hotel Roanoke and Conference Center. Fellows
and coordinators of the center work closely with
continuing education to offer the programs.

“COTA’s primary objective is to help
Virginia’s organizations and individuals compete
in an information-driven global economy,” said
Greg Boardman, faculty director for COTA.
“But faculty members who develop COTA
programs also benefit, particularly through the
linkages established with industrial, commercial,
governmental, academic, and professional
organizations.”

Frank Woeste, professor in the Department
of Biological Systems Engineering (BSE),
specializes in wood construction and
engineering. His annual continuing-education
workshop on metal-plate-connected wood
trusses, geared toward truss manufacturers, truss
engineers, architects, and building officials,
benefits his department in three ways. First, the
program establishes industry contacts for student
placement and summer internships for graduates
in BSE and civil engineering. Second, Woeste
uses surplus revenues from the workshop to
fund a graduate research assistant each year.
And third, research needs on the applied level
are frequently identified during the workshop
or found on the course evaluation normally
conducted after each program. The idea for the
course this fall (http://www.conted.vt.edu/
woodtruss/repair.htm) stemmed from a course
several years ago.

James I. Robertson’s annual Civil War
Institute is another example of the multiplier
effect of continuing education. Over the past 20
years the institute has created a group of loyal
participants, and Robertson’s national
recognition as a Civil War scholar has led to the
early stages of fundraising efforts to establish
graduate scholarships in Civil War history and
an endowment to create the Virginia Center for
Civil War Studies. A recent private donation of
7,000 volumes to Newman Library has given
the library the distinction of having one of the
leading Civil War collections in the world.

Partnerships and diversity are two other
multiplier effects of faculty participation in
continuing education. With funding from several
corporations including E.I. DuPont Corporation,
the university has hosted two Emerging Leaders
Conferences for rising sophomores and juniors
from Historically Black Colleges and
Universities (HBCU’s). This unique event gives
students the opportunity to prepare for graduate
school and career opportunities through
involvement with senior scholars and industry
professionals.

“Faculty members who participate in
continuing education further the university’s
outreach mission by disseminating research
findings to help meet societal needs,” said Clark
Jones, vice provost for outreach. “Those who
participate in continuing education do so because
they know a lot of good things happen from it.”


