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By David Nutter

Whilesleigh bellsmay beringing, gradua-
tionbellswill be pealing theweekend of Decem-
ber 21-22 as Virginia Tech celebrates its Fall
Commencement for itsgraduateand undergradu-
ate students in Cassell Coliseum.

KenReifsnider, theAlexander Giaccochair
of engineering, will bethekeynotespeaker at the
Graduate School ceremony beginning at 2:30
p.m. Friday, Dec. 21.

Charles J. Dudley, professor of sociology
and director of the University Honors Program,
will bethekeynote speaker at the undergraduate
ceremony to be held Saturday, Dec. 22, begin-
ning at 10 am.

Sincejoiningtheuniversityin1974, Dudley
has received many honors—including the Uni-
versity Alumni Award for Teaching Excellence
and the Outstanding Undergraduate Teaching
Award inthe Department of Sociology—for his

devotion as ateacher and for academic excel-
lence.

Since taking over the Honors Program in
1990, the scope and operations of the program
haveflourished. Working withfaculty and staff
members, Dudley created the Commonwealth
Scholars Degree, the Combined Bachelor's/
Master’'s program, the Honors Baccalaureate
Degree, the Freshman Honors Seminar, Hon-
orsReading Groups, and the L eadership Praxis
for the Residential Leadership Program.

Dudley aso partnered with a number of
campusadministratorsand faculty membersto
create the Hillcrest Honors Residential Com-
munity, the Honors Community for Arts and
Sciences and Engineering students, the Resi-
dential L eadership Program, thePamplin Schol -
ars Program, Colloquia and Study Abroad in
Japan, and the National Scholarship Identifica-

(See COMMENCEMENT on 2)

Dudley, Reifsnider to speak at Fall Commencement ceremonies

R FIN OR

By Sarah Newhill

A new Virginia Tech Institute for
Metropolitan Research (VTIMR) will
investigate the dynamics and development
issues surrounding large metropolitan areas
world-wide.

Projections for the year 2010 suggest
there will be around 475 citiesin the world
with populationsof amillion or more, and of
those, approximately 55 will have
populations of 5 million or more.
Urbanization on this scale implies a
continuing need for analysis and
investigation of its effects and implications
for community quality of life, for the
environment, and for governance. The new
institute will undertake basic and applied

research on a range of problems and issues
pertaining to metropolitan development.

The ingtitute is dedicated to conducting
sponsored interdisciplinary research on
problems and issues associated with
metropolitan development in the state, the
nation, and the world. The institute will be
locatedin Alexandria, central totheWashington
metropolitan areawhose size, growth rate, and
socio-economic complexity presents a set of
challenges and issues that parallel those of
other magjor U.S. and world cities. A major
focus will be on key areas of theoretical and
applied research that confront metropolitan
governments, organizations, and citizensworl d-
wide, including the critical dimension of
globalization and its implications for major

New institute delves into metropolitan-development issues

metropolitan areas.

Theinstitute will also assist governments
and non-profit institutions in resolving policy
problemsthroughresearch, technical assistance,
and continuing professional education. VTIMR
will be ableto assist communitiesin theregion
to develop strategies and capacities to help
resolve programs associated with metropolitan
development.

The institute will be working with
numerouscollegeand university-basedresearch
centers, including the Institute for Policy
Outreach, the Institute for Public Policy
Research, theCenter for Global Accountability,
the Institute for Innovative Governance, the
Institutefor Community Health, andthelnstitute

(See NEWoON 3)

By David Nutter

The campusis abuzz with new several
construction projectsthat are part and parcel
of the university’s master plan.

The soccer field at the corner of
Washington and West Campus Driveisthe
hub of much of thenew constructionactivity.
Plansareunder way toeventually buildthree
new buildings on the site.

Construction has begun on a unified
Student Services Building. As envisioned
by the university’ s master plan, the Student
Services building brings together a number
of servicefunctionstotheresidential areaof
campus. The three-story, 36,000-gross-
square-foot building will primarily house
Financia Aid, the Registrar’s Office, and
the Bursar’'s Office. Other units to have a
small presenceinthebuildingincludeParking
Services, CNS and ACS.

“The building will have a lot of

(See CONSTRUCTION on 3)

New campus construction projects under way

EO/AA, ACDMA
develop proposal

for new commission

By Clara B. Cox

The University Committee on Equal
Opportunity and Affirmative Actionand the
Advisory Council on Diversity and
Multicultural Affairs have met jointly since
September to develop a proposal for a new
entity intheuniversity governancestructure:
a Commission on Equal Opportunity and
Diversity.

“Thetwo advisory bodiesrealized that
they were increasingly dealing with an
overlapping agenda and set of concerns and
decided that it made sense to combine our
collaborative efforts in the form of a
commission. Suchagovernancebody would
strengthen our means of addressing policy
issues on a university-wide basis,” said
Benjamin Dixon, vice president for

(See EO/AA on 3)

Techfeatured
on Science
Coalition web site

By Susan Trulove
Research at Virginia Tech will be fea-
tured the week of December 17 on the “On-
Campus’ section of the Science Coalition
web site, acomprehensiveresourcefor infor-
mation on federally funded science research.
Each week, the coalition highlights sci-
entific advances and on-going research at
member universities. Asapremiere research
institution, Virginia Tech has been noted for
scientific achievement and education in the
areas of information technology, biotechnol -
ogy, materials, and other areas that cross
disciplines.
(See TECH on 4)
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ACTIVITIES

EVENTS

Wednesday, 19

Men'’s Basketball, 7 p.m., Cassell Coliseum: Radford.

“With Good Reason,” 7 p.m., WVTF.

Graduation Reception for International Students, 11

Thursday, 20
Friday, 14 ExamsEnd.
Pay Date for Faculty and Staff Members. )
Exams Begin. Friday, Dec 21
Saturday, 15 am. to 12:30 p.m., Cranwell Center.

Graduate Commencement, 2:30 p.m., Cassell Coliseum.
Women'’s Basketball, 7 p.m.: At MU.

BULLETIN

New area code going into effect
Communications Network Services (CNS) is notifying

the campus community that the new 434 area code for the
western half of the existing 804 region becomesmandatory on
Jan. 15, 2002.

For more information, go to web site http://
www.cns.vt.edu/news/sn_06.html.

(JGeenough )

Public invited to enjoy holiday at DBHCC

By Jeanne M. Garon

Thestaff and management of theDonal dson
BrownHotel and ConferenceCenter areinviting
residents of the New River Valley to take a
break from their busy holiday schedules and to
experience the spirit of the season at the hotel.
Visitors may stop by for a quick look at the
hotel’ s lobby decorations or stay for ayuletide
lunch in the hotel dining room.

“Chef and Lena, together with their staffs,
really outdid themselves this year,” said Bob
Muse, the hotel’s interim managing director,
referring to the efforts of Executive Chef Todd
Wolfson and Executive Housekeeper Lena
Meredith-Hite.

Wolfson was designer and architect of the
hotel’ straditional flagship decoration—alarge,

ornategingerbread housemadeentirely of cookie
dough and confections. Meredith-Hite and her
team crafted thewinter wonderland surrounding
the house and decked the halls with lollipops,
garlands, toys, evergreen trees, and the
Nutcracker.

“Wehoperesidentsand visitorstothe New
River Valley will stop by and celebrate the
season with us,” Muse said. “The gingerbread
housemakesagreat backdropfor holiday family
photos, and chef iscooking up somegreat holiday
meals.”

The lobby decorations may be viewed
around the clock through December 23.

The Donaldson Brown dining room serves
lunch Monday through Friday, 11:30 to 1:30.

New study-abroad program lets
students work with Swiss companies

By Sookhan Ho

VirginiaTech Marketing Professor David
Brinberg will lead a group of 20 students early
next month onanew semester-long study-abroad
program in Switzerland that will include
collaborative projects with Swiss students for
Swiss businesses.

In addition to classes at the university’s
Center for European Studiesand Architecturein
Riva San Vitale and weekend cultural excur-
sions, the students will team up with two dozen
studentsat theUniversitadellaSvizzeraltaliana
(University of Italian Switzerland) to develop
marketing plans for Swiss olive oil and wine
producers.

Brinberg, who worked for eight monthsto
organize the program, including traveling to
Switzerland twice, has met with officials from
the Ticino Wine Association and Sabo, a fam-
ily-owned olive-oil company based in Lugano,
who are interested in getting help from the
students in drawing up their export plans.

Brinberg saidthat after teaching at theRiva
center in the fall of 2000, he was motivated to
create a study-abroad experience for students
that would more closely integrate classroom
learning with international business practice.
He said the integration of classroom and real-
world business projects is what sets his new
program apart from typical study-abroad pro-
grams. “It's designed to integrate our students
more closely into the local academic and busi-
nesscommunity andtogivethemagreater sense
of what it means to live and work in a global
economy.”

At atime when Americans are generaly
preferring to stay close to home, his students,

Brinberg said, are eagerly looking forward to
their semester in Switzerland. Most of the stu-
dents are business mgjors, and many will be
venturing abroad for the first time, he said.

“1 don't havefearsabout being over there.
| feel very safein Switzerland, assafe as| feel
here,” said Mandy Ranalli, ajunior in market-
ing. “My parents felt fine about it. They were
worried after the attacks but realize that you
have to move on. They want me to be more
cautious, to be aware of my surroundings.”

Ranalli, whose only previous trip abroad
wasahigh-school excursionto England, France,
and Italy, saysthe program offered opportuni-
tiesto learn about a new culture, get hands-on
business experience, and develop new friend-
ships. “It's such an opportunity—there's no
way | could pass this up.”

Brinberg is confident that the experience
“will, in many ways, make his students better
global citizens.” It will give them a greater
appreciation, he says, of the“ various pressures
people in other parts of the world live under.
They’ Il see the world differently.”

The students will take classes in market-
ing, business-information technology, and fi-
nance. Brinberg, whowill teach for thefirst six
weeks, will be followed by business-informa-
tion-technology Associate Professor Lance
Matheson, who will teach for four weeks, and
Finance Professor Randy Billingsley, who will
teach for two weeks. Brinberg will return to
Switzerland for thefinal weeksof theprogram,
which will end in early May, to provide guid-
ance while the students complete their field
projects.

Sporn Award nominations sought

Omicron Delta Kappais sponsoring their
annual selectionof VirginiaTech’ sSpornAward
recipient. The Sporn Award is a student-se-
lected awardfor teaching excellenceinanintro-
ductory-level class (1000/2000). One award of
$2,000 is given each year.

Students may nominate professors who
they feel provided an excellent learning experi-
ence. Nominees must have the rank of instruc-
tor, or higher, and must not have received the
Wine or Alumni Teaching awards in the past
seven years. A committee of student represen-
tatives from Omicron DeltaKappaand Golden
Key, representing each of the seven under-
graduate colleges, and a faculty advisor (last

year's recipient) will select this year's Sporn
Award recipient.

Access the nomination form on the ODK
web site under “Awards and Scholarships’ at
http: //filebox.vt.edu/or g/odk/spor n.htm. Nomi-
nations may also be sent to sporn@vt.edu. List
the name of the professor, the course(s) taught
on the 1000 or 2000 level, and the college and
department of theprofessor. If nominating by e-
mail, list severa reasons for nominating the
professor, including the professor’s impact on
the student’ s college experience.

The deadline for nominations is January
31.

COMMENCEMENT

] Continued from 1
tion and Preparation Program.

Reifsnider joined the Virginia Tech fac-
ulty in 1968 and was promoted tofull professor
in 1975 and has contributed much to the school
of engineering aswell asthe university gradu-
ate program. Reifsnider served as chairman of
the Materials Engineering Science Ph.D. pro-
gram from 1974 to 1992. He was the associate
provost for Interdisciplinary Programs from
1996 to 2001, during which timeinterdiscipli-
nary research at the university grew at an un-
precedented rate.

During hisyears at Tech, he has directed
more than 50 graduate-student programs and
supervised research for over 60 engineering
projects. Reifsnider hasreceived many awards
for his efforts, such as the J. Shelton Horsley

Research Award from the Virginia Academy
of Science, and the Alumni Award for Re-
search Excellence from Virginia Tech.

Reifsnider has published more than 170
articles in refereed journals, several book
chapters, and edited eight books. Hisappearances
includenumerousplenary andkeynoteaddresses,
and over 90 invited lectures in 28 foreign
countries.

Tickets are not required for either
ceremony. New security procedureswill subject
all bagsand pursesto search beforeentry tothe
coliseum. Families and guests should arrive
early and expect adelay entering the building.
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EMPLOYMENT

CLASSIFIED PoSITIONS

The following classified positions are
currently available. Position details, spe-
cific application procedures/position-clos-
ing dates may be found on Personnel Ser-
vices web site Atip.//www.ps. vi.edu. Posi-
tions are also listed on the Job Line, a 24-
hour recorded message service. For infor-
mationonall job listings, call 1-5300. Some
positions include state benefits. Positions
with numbers beginning with “W” are hourly
and do not include state benefits. Individu-
als with disabilities desiring assistance or
accommodation in the application process
should call by the application deadline.
Closing date for advertised positions is 1
p.m. Monday. An EO/AA employer com-
mitted to diversity.

FULL TIME
Assistant Director, Development Re-
search, 007556S, PB 4, University Devel-
opment.
Assistant Manager,000975H, PB 3, RDP.
Command Pilot/Safety Officer, 002129F,
PB 5, ATS.
Coordinator of Administrative Affairs,
007879R, PB 4, Executive VP’s Office.
Customer Service Manager, 001525F,
PB 4, Physical Plant.
Data Base Administrator, 000862Y, PB
5, ISC.
Electrician, 000065F, PB 3, FES.
Financial Planning Manager, 007567F,
PB 5, BFP.
Food Production Supervisor, 000405H,
PB 1, RDP.
Grounds Worker Senior, 002333F, PB 1,
PPG.
Housekeeping Manager, 006926H, PB
3, RDP.
Housekeeping Supervisor,000269H, PB
2, RDP.
Laboratory Specialist, 007860M, PB 3,
CVM—BSP.
Laboratory Specialist, 007707B, PB 3,
CE.
Large Animal Veterinary Technician,
001996M, PB 4, VTH.

Meat Processing Facility Manager,
003273M, PB 4, FST.
Medical Technologist, 002596M, PB 4,
VTH.
Multimedia Systems/Applications Spe-
cialist, 002054A, PB 4, VBS.
Operations Manager, 007121H, PB 4,
RDP.
Project Coordinator, 006971F, PB 4,
Physical Plant.
Sous Chef, 007881H, PB 3, RDP.
Sous Chef, 000940H, PB 3, RDP.
Trades Utilities Senior Worker,007112F,
PB 3, Physical Plant.
Transportation Planner, 007498F, PB 4,
oT.
Warehouse Specialist, 007142H, PB 2,
RDP.
Web-Site Designer, 007900S, PB 4, In-
formation Systems.

PART TIME
Animal Care Technician Large Animal,
WO020066M, PB 2, VTH.
Animal Care Technician/Small Animal,
W022675M, PB 1, VTH.
Assistant Manager, VT Farm/Family
Showcase, W023344M, PB 3, College
Farm.

Distance Learning Classroom Techni-
cian, W020967A, PB 3, VBS.
Fiscal Technician, W020810M, PB 3, VTH.
ICU Veterinary Technologist Large Ani-
mal, W022218M, PB 2, VTH.
Laboratory Specialist, W023305M, PB 3,
APS.
Office Services Specialist, W023338J,
PB 2, Dean of Students.
Research Applications Programmer,
WO023347R, PB 4, VTTI.
Telecommunications Field Technician,
WO023348A, PB 3, CNS.

OFF CAMPUS
Adult Program Assistant, 006602J, PB 2,
HNEF.
Adult Program Assistant, 006604J, PB 2,
Prince William County.
Efnep Adult Program Assistant,
006103M, PB 2, VCE—Prince William
County.
GIS Specialist, 006702J, PB 3, Fisheries/
Wwildlife.
Radio Announcer, W020800S, PB 3, UR/
WVTF Radio.
Research Assistant,007542B, PB 2, Biol-
ogy.
Research Specialist, 003230M, PB 3,

Hampton Roads AREC.

Youth Program Assistant, 005889J, PB
2, HNFE.

Youth Program Assistant, 007233J, PB
2, HNFE.

Youth Program Assistant, 007464J, PB
2, HNFE.

FacuLTy POSITIONS

NON-INSTRUCTIONAL
VCE. Extension Agent, 4-H Youth Devel-
opment. #FA824, Goochland Co. Contact:
Robert Ray Meadows, 121 Hutcheson
(0437). Review begins Jan. 4.
VCE. Extension Agent, Family/Con-
sumer Sciences (re-advertised). #FA628,
Surry Co. Contact: Eleanor Schlenker, 121
Hutcheson (0437). Review begins Jan. 4.
VCE. Extension Agent, Family/Con-
sumer Sciences (re-advertised).
#112358, Fairfax Co. Contact: Eleanor
Schlenker, 121 Hutcheson (0437). Review
begins Jan. 9.
Geological Sciences. Research Associ-
ate. Contact: Patricia Dove, 4068 Derring
(0420). Open until filled.
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Spectrum, a faculty-staff tabloid, is published each
Friday during the academic year, with the exception of
certain holidays, exam weeks, and the summer. Copy
deadline is noon Friday. No advertising is accepted.

Spectrum is a non-profit publication of the Office of
University Relations: Lawrence G. Hincker, associate vice
president for University Relations; David Nutter, director of
college and media relations.
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John Ashby, 1-6961
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Melinda Shaver, 1-8524
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should be addressed to the editor, 102 Media Building,
Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, VA 24061.
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Virginia Tech does not discriminate against employ-
ees, students, or applicants on the basis of race, color,
gender, sexual orientation, disability, age, veteran sta-
tus, national origin, religion, or political affiliation. Any-
one having questions concerning discrimination or ac-
cessibility regarding the programs described in this news-
paper should contact the Equal Opportunity Affirmative
Action Office: 540-231-7500 (v), 540-231-9460 (TTY).
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CONSTRUCTION
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traditional gothic detail, much like Burruss
Hall, but on a smaller scae” said Capita
Designand Construction Project Manager JW.
Wood. Project engineerssay the $6.68-million
project is set for completion January 2003.

The new building will also free spacein
Burruss Hall for academic programs.

By spring 2002, construction should also
be under way for the Career ServicesBuilding

that will belocated next to the Student Services
Building.

The 21,000-gross-square-foot Career
ServicesBuilding, will bethe solehomefor the
career and placement-services programs. The
two-story collegiategothicbuildingisscheduled
for completion the following year. Total cost
for the project is $4.6 million.

The quadrant is also the future site for a
new residence hall.

NEW

Continued from 1

for the Social Assessment of Information
Technology.

VTIMR will also complement and
augment aspects of the research of the
Alexandria Research Institute, the World
Institute for Disaster Risk Management, the
Washington—-Alexandria Architecture Center,
theNorthernVirginiaarmof theVirginiaTech
Transportation Institute, Civil and
Environmental Engineering’s Occoquan
Laboratory,andtheV T Ingtitutefor Information
Technology. VTIMR researchers will
collaboratewith faculty membersfrom several
Virginia Tech graduate academic programsin
Northern Virginia as well, including
architecture, geography, civil and
environmental engineering, electrical and
computer engineering, landscapearchitecture,
natural resources, public administration and
policy, public and international affairs, and
urban and regional planning.

Theingtituteiscurrently headed by interim
director, Ted Koebel, director of the Virginia
Center for Housing Research at VirginiaTech.
A searchiscurrently in processto find afull-
time director. An associate director, Peter
Taylor, will bejoining theingtitutein 2002 and
will head the Globalization and Comparative

Metropolitan Research for the institute.
Taylor joins VTIMR from Loughborough
University in England where he serves as
professor of geography and associate dean for
research in social sciences and humanities.

EO/AA

Continued from 1

multicultural affairs.

The two advisory groups will meet again
on December 18 to put the final touches on the
proposal, which will then go to the Faculty and
Staff senates for approval before going to
University Council. If approved by the council,
theproposa must gototheBoard of Visitorsfor
final approval.

Plansareunder way to print theproposal in
Soectrum in January.
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IN OTHER NEWS

Food and Nutrition
symposium convened

By Charlie Stott

Federal, state and local health care
expenditureshave skyrocketed 79-fold over the
past 40 yearsto amost $523 billion annually in
direct outlays of public funds. As the baby-
boom generation ages, the costsassociated with
cardiovascul ar disease, diabetes, and cancer are
expected to increase much more.

Industry professional s, academicresearch-
ers, and government policy makersinterestedin
food, nutrition, and healthissuesconvenedfor a
special Food and Nutrition for Health Sympo-
sium on December 6 in Falls Church.

The forum provided an opportunity to ex-
plore the economic value and overall impact
that food and nutrition research could have—
through improved disease prevention and food
safety—on health, on treatment costs, and on
our quality of life. Speakers provided aview of
the critical and emerging issues that will affect
progress towards improved health and lower
costs through better food consumption.

Invited speakers included Claude Allen,
deputy secretary, U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services; Joseph A. Levitt, director,
Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition,
U.S. Food and Drug Administration; Elsa
Murano, under secretary of food safety, U.S.
Department of Agriculture; Donald W. Upson,
Virginiasecretary of technology; L ouisRossiter,
Virginiasecretary of healthand humanresources;
John Milner, National Cancer Institute, Na-
tional Institutesof Health; and L ester Crawford,
Center for Food and Nuitrition Policy, Virginia
Tech.

Binmore presents
James Buchanan
lectures

By Sally Harris

Last week, the Department of Economics
hosted the world-renowned game theorist Ken
G. Binmore, who delivered the 2001 James M.
Buchanan Lectures in Economics on the topic
of Game Theory and the Socia Contract.

The James Buchanan Lectures are an
annual event in the Department of Economics.
James Buchanan, who won the Nobel Prizein
economics in 1986, is a professor emeritus of
economicsand philosophy at VirginiaTech. He
provides support for the lectures, enabling the
department to bring in prominent scholars in
economicstospeak totheuniversity community.
More than 100 faculty members and students
from departments throughout the university
attended the lectures.

Binmore is professor of economics at the
University College London and director of the
ESRC Center for EconomicLearningand Socia
Evolution. Heserved asaprofessor at theL ondon
School of Economicsintheearly 1980s. Hewas
instrumental in designing a market to auction
the mobile-phone spectrum in Britain, which
netted over $35 billion for the British
government.

Binmore's lectures presented a game-
theoretic perspective on socia justice and the
evolution of socia norms. He argued that
evolvedfairnessnormsact asacoordination (or
equilibrium sel ection) device, helping societies
to cooperate successfully.

STUDENT DEATH NOTICE

Beatrice T. Woods, graduate student in
the College of Human Resources and
Education.

New streamside video now available

By Lynn Davis

The educational video, Saving America’s
Sreams and Streamside Lands, is now avail-
able to the public. Louis Helfrich, fisheries
professor and Extension specialistinthefisher-
ies and wildlife sciences department in the
College of Natura resources, was executive
producer andwriter of the 28-minute-long tape.

Highlighting what interested individuals
can do to protect natural habitats along rivers
and streamsidelandsfor future generations, the
video (Extension Publication 275-140), along
withthreeothers—Saving America’ sNon-game
Fishes, Freshwater Mussels, and Crayfishes—
and companion posters can be viewed at http:/
/www.cnr.vt.edu/extension/fiw/fisheries/
postersvideos/index.html. They areavailableat
anominal feeof $10 per video and $7 per poster
through the Virginia Cooperative Extension at
1-1325, or by contacting monteh@uvt.edu.

Streamside |ands are among the most im-
portant remaining natural habitatsinthenation.
Streamsideforestsand grasslandsprotect water
quality, slow soil runoff, reduce flooding, and
provide good fish and wildlife habitat. Lush
streamside vegetation provides food shelter,
nursery areas, and travel corridors for migra-
tory birds and wildlife. Streamside trees and
grasses keep water temperatures cool, and they

supply insects and other food for fish, crayfish,
snails, salamanders, and freshwater mussels.
Streamsideplantsfilter out excessnutrientssuch
as phosphorous and nitrogen and harmful sub-
stances such as livestock wastes, soil, acids,
pesticides, and sediments.

City parks along waterways provide popu-
lar open spaces, which areoften used for fishing,
picnicking, hiking, wildlife watching, and fam-
ily outings. In many environments, however,
house construction, land development, and wa-
ter pollution continue to threaten the health of
streams. Good farming practicessuch asleaving
anatural buffer strip and fencing livestock help
protect aquatic life and water quality.

The video offers citizens such suggestions to
protect these natural habitats as adopting local
streams and becoming a stream watcher.

Paul Lancaster, broadcast mediacoordina
torwithUniversity Relations, assisted withwrit-
ing, producing, and narrating the video. Techni-
cal advisorsincluded Richard Neves, professor
in the fisheries and wildlife sciences depart-
ment, and Richard Biggins of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. Tim Fisher-Poff, graphic de-
signer with University Relations, designed the
video cover, and Gary Whiting and Jason
Hutchens were the videographers.

Research to fine tune studies of

geologic time

By Sally Harris

Research by aVirginia Tech geological-
sciences graduate student has more closely
defined theenvironmental effect on organisms
over time, astep that will helpinsuchfieldsas
evolutionary biology, paleontol ogy, pal ec-ecol -
ogy, and paleo-environmental interpretation.
It can, for example, help oil companies with
mapping.

Jennifer Stempiensaidthebasictheoryin
geobiology is that environmental conditions
haveastronginfluenceontheshapeand sizeof
organisms. In the past, such studies in
geobiology were done over atime range of 2
million years, when changes in fossil shape
and sizearereasonably detected. “Our study is
for one-half million years,” she said. “We're
trying to see what the shortest time interval is
inwhichwecan seechangein an organismdue
to environmental change. We are focusing on
agradual environmental change that occurred
in Southeastern Virginia3.5 million yearsago
to 3 million years ago due to changes in sea

level and the effect of that change on one
Species.”

Stempien was scheduled to present her
work duringthe Geol ogi cal Society of America
meeting in Boston in November.

Stempien, alongwithMichal Kowal ewski
of Virginia Tech's Department of Geological
Sciences, is using Mulinia congesta (Conrad),
asmall bottom-dwellingclam, intheir research.
The clam can be found along the Eastern sea-
board, but the study focuses on those collected
inVirginiaandinrocksthat record theenviron-
mental change.

Stempien’ sstudieswill help finetunebio-
stratigraphy, or the use of fossils and sedimen-
tary rock layersto figure out geol ogi c timeused
by oil companiesto map areasthat, before, they
could mapwitharesolution of only twotothree
million years. The studies aso will help re-
searchers seetheamount of variability withina
species or population during a shorter time
period and the stability of that species as envi-
ronments change.
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Seller recelves
teaching award

By Lynn Davis

John Seiler, professor of forestry in the
forestry department in the College of Natura
Resources, has received the United States De-
partment of Agriculture Food and Agriculture
Sciences Excellencein Teaching award. Seiler
wasoneof two educatorschoseninthesouthern
region and one of eight from across the nation.

Seiler hasadistinguished history of teach-
ing excellence. He hastwice received the Col-
lege of Natural Resources' Curriculum Clubs’
Outstanding Faculty Award. In 1994, he re-
celved a University Certificate of Teaching
Excellence, and in 1997 was honored with the
William E. Wine Award for hiscommitment to
instruction at the university. In 1998, the Soci-
ety of American Foresters awarded him the
nationally recognized Carl Alwin Schenck
Award for excellence in the field of forestry
education and devotiontotheart of teaching. In
September, Seiler, Jeffrey Kirwan, and John
Peterson, all from the College of Natural Re-
sources, received the Virginia Tech XCaliber
Award in recognition of their teamwork in
developing on-line, technologically integrated
courses and supporting teaching aids.

President Charles W. Steger said, “We
were pleased to learn from the U.S.D.A. about
this high honor recognizing John Seiler for his
accomplishments and contributions to the uni-
versity, and to forestry education.” Gregory
Brown, dean of the College of Natura Re-
sources, said “because of his extraordinary
teaching excellence over the years, John was
recently namedtheHonorableand Mrs. Shelton
H. Short Jr. professor, following retirement of
David Smith.”

Seiler, atree physiology and silviculture
specidist, has academic interests in environ-
mental -stress effects on woody-plant physiol-
ogy, including water and pollutant stresses,
physiological responses to silvicultural treat-
ments, and carbon sequestration (removing
carbon from the atmosphere). His research in-
terestsincludes characterization and modeling
of seasonal gasexchangein fertilized loblolly-
pine plantations, development of innovative
learning techniques in woody-plant identifica
tion and forest biology, and quantifying carbon
release rates in managed loblolly-pine planta-
tions.

His two-CD set, Woody Plants in North
America(Kendall/Hunt Publishing, 2000), was
recently highlighted inthe Chronicleof Higher
Educationandisbeing used by universitiesand
individuals across North America.

TECH

Continued from 1

The Science Coalition web site will fea
tureresearch by faculty members and students
at Virginia Tech on emergency-communica-
tion technology, plant life in the Arctic mil-
lions of years ago, nanotechnology for new
sensors and molecular devices, tracking acid-
mine drainage, why there is more matter than
antimatter, the history of tap dance, and aweb
site about housing policies across the country.

The Science Coadlition web site can be
found at www.sciencecoalition.org. Visitorsto
the site can find the latest legislative news,
browsethrough the“ On-Campus” archives, or
read a multitude of science and technology
documentsin the web site’ slibrary.

The Science Codlition comprises more
than 400 organi zations, including major public
and private research universities, businesses,
voluntary health organi zations, medical groups,
health-care providers, scientific societies and
individuals, dedicated to sustaining thefederal
government’s historic commitment to feder-
ally funded university science research.

After December 17,theVirginiaTechsite
can be accessed at www.research.vt.edu/
resmag/sc2001_2/.



