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Forum to examine university’s Core Curriculum O’Neil  to keynote
Graduate
Education Week

Science, technology
think-tank
head to speak

Building Dedication, Black Alumni
Reunion Highlight Campus Celebration

By Allan Miller
A special university forum sponsored

by the Provost’s Office and the Center for
Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching
(CEUT) will initiate a new focus on the role
and function of Virginia Tech’s Core
Curriculum. The forum is open to all members
of the university community and will be held
on Friday, March 28, from 1:30 to 5 p.m. in
2150 Torgersen Hall. Advance registration
is requested, and is available at the CEUT
web site (www.ceut.vt.edu).

The goal of the forum is to identify and
discuss major areas of concern relating to
programs of general and liberal studies—
generally known in academia as the “arena of
common learning.” These common-learning

requirements are embodied in Tech’s Core
Curriculum, which comprises nearly one-third
of an undergraduate student’s total curricular
load and profoundly impacts the total learning
experience.

The basic charge for this examination of
the Core Curriculum and undergraduate
education can be found in the university’s
Strategic Plan, which mandates that the
university “Maintain a current, relevant, and
comprehensive undergraduate curriculum, and
develop a plan to improve the Core Curriculum
and better connect it with the discipline-based
curricula.”

Featured speakers at the March 28 event
will include both President Charles Steger and
Provost Mark McNamee, and Professor Gary

Fenstermacher, a former Tech faculty member
who is now a philosopher of education at the
University of Michigan.

Ronald Daniel, associate provost for
undergraduate education, is coordinating the
event. Daniel said, “This forum will provide an
opportunity for the entire university community
to come together to hear the vision and challenges
in general education articulated by our lead
administrators and a distinguished guest. Their
initial comments, as well as questions brought
to the forum by the participants, should generate
a spirited dialogue about how our institution
will lead, implement, and reward faculty
members’ and departments’ participation.”

Forum participants are being asked to

By Julie Kane
Robert O’ Neil, the founding director of

the Thomas Jefferson Center for the Protec-
tion of Free Expression, will speak on “Aca-
demic Freedom in a Time of Crisis” as part of
Graduate Education Week. The event will be
held Wednesday, March 26, in Owens Ban-
quet Hall from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. The speech
will be followed by a reception. The lecture is
free and open to the public.

Before his current position, O’Neil
served five years as president of the Univer-
sity of Virginia. The center is affiliated with
the university, where he continues to teach
law school courses in the First Amendment
field, including a new seminar on “Free Ex-
pression in Cyberspace.” Besides addressing
academic issues in troubled times, he is an
expert on security-driven restriction of re-
search, threats to tenure, how national secu-
rity affects First Amendment rights, Home-
land Security and the USA Patriot Act, and
the SEVIS program which monitors most
international students in the U.S.

His two decades of administrative ser-
vice include a term as vice president of Indi-
ana University at Bloomington and as presi-
dent of the University of Wisconsin before
coming to Virginia. He is a director of the
Commonwealth Fund and a trustee of the
National Coalition Against Censorship. He
recently chaired the boards of WVPT public
television and the Virginia Coalition for Open
Government. In the 1990s, he chaired the
National Association of State Universities
and Land-Grant Colleges, and for seven years,
Committee A (Academic Freedom and Ten-
ure) of the American Association of Univer-
sity Professors. O’Neil has authored several
books, most recently The First Amendment
and Civil Liability published late in 2001, and
he has written many law-review articles.

Graduate Education Week (GEW) ac-
tivities (Monday, March 24 through 26) are
listed below:

On Monday, from noon until 4 p.m., the
Graduate School will hold an open house.
The kick-off event will feature the reading of
the official proclamation issued by Blacksburg
Mayor Roger E. Hedgepeth. Afterward, a
discussion of the week’s events will be held.
Graduate students will receive a free gradu-
ate-night movie ticket to see “About Schmidt”
at the Lyric. Tickets and free popcorn are
available at Sandy Hall.

From 4:30 until 5:30 p.m. in 113
McBryde Hall, Vice-Provost for Graduate
Studies and Dean of the Graduate School
Karen DePauw will present the “State of the
Graduate School.” Free GEW T-shirts will be
distributed among the audience.

At 7 p.m. or 9:15 p.m. on Monday night,
graduate students are invited to the Lyric on
at no charge. Pick up a free graduate movie
ticket from the Graduate School in Sandy

By Clara B. Cox
Joseph D. Ben-Dak, a former advisor on

science and technology to the United Nations
(U.N.) and now chairman of Knowledge
Planning Corporation, a strategic think-tank
that provides advice on science and technology
to banks, corporations, and governments, will
be on campus on Monday, March 24, to
discuss “Globalization: Why It Fails and How
It Can Be a Key for a Brave New World.”

The event, which is open to the public,
will be held 5 to 6:30 p.m. in 1045 Pamplin
and will be preceded by a reception for the
speaker from 4:30 to 5 p.m. in the Pamplin
atrium.

According to Ben-Dak, his talk will
review globalization trends from three
perspectives: the least-developed countries,
where globalization has yet to ease poverty;
the planning ministries in industrial countries,
where globalization is a tool and a prophesy
that does not deliver the goods; and the U.S.
corporate world, “where glittering
opportunities of globalization seem to be older
only than the paper on which they were
recorded first.”

Ben-Dak, who holds a Ph.D. in
mathematical sociology, conflict resolution,
and management from the University of
Michigan, has financially engineered and
established successful technology and science
businesses in some 60 countries. Since 1984,
he has owned the Tri-Alpha Group of
Corporations, a high-end business strategy
planning and services consortium. Until
recently, he was executive vice president and
chief scientist of Xybernaut, a pioneering
wearable-computers company in Fairfax. He
has also been vice-chair of research for the
AstroView Management Team.

In six years of working with the U.N.,
Ben-Dak was principal advisor of science
and technology for the U.N. Development
Programme (UNDP), founder and director of

By Clara B. Cox
The dedication of the first building on

campus named for African Americans and a
two-day reunion of black alumni March 28
through 30 will highlight the university’s
celebration of black students on campus.

The university billed the dedication of
Peddrew-Yates Residence Hall at 11 a.m. on
Saturday, March 29, as the highlight of its
year-long celebration. The Board of Visitors
passed a resolution in June, 2002, renaming
New Residence Hall West in honor of the first
black student to attend Virginia Tech and the
first black student to graduate from Virginia
Tech.

Irving L. Peddrew III enrolled in the
university, then called Virginia Polytechnic

Institute (VPI), in 1953 and was the only
African American in a student body of 3,322
mostly white males during his first year as an
electrical-engineering student. Three more
black men joined him in 1954, and one of
them, Charlie L. Yates, went on four years
later to become the first black to graduate.
Both men are expected to speak briefly during
the dedication ceremony.

Registration for the black reunion will
get under way at 4 p.m. on Friday, March 28.
Among the events planned for the alumni, who
will include several of the first black men and
women to enroll—six black women enrolled
in 1966—will be a Community Showcase,
opportunities for the alumni to share their

(See DEDICATION on 4)

PEACEABLE ASSEMBLY   An estimated 300 members of the university community
gathered last Thursday at Burruss Hall to protest actions taken by the Board of Visitors
at its recent meeting. The board took action on affirmative-action and campus-
speakers issues. ( J. McCormick)
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ACTIVITIES
EVENTS

BULLETINS

SEMINARS

Friday, 21
Women’s Month Keynote, 5 p.m., TBA, Sue Rosser:

“SEWSA Keynote Address.” For more information on
Women’s Month events, go to web site http://
www.womenscenter.vt.edu/.

Music Event, 8 p.m., Squires Recital Salon: John Metz.

Saturday, 22
Chamber Music, 8 p.m., Squires Recital Salon.
Women’s Month Event, 6 p.m., 3100 Torgersen.

Sunday, 23
Chamber Music, 3 p.m, Squires Recital Salon.

Monday, 24
On-campus Bloodmobile, noon to 6 p.m., Squires Old

Dominion Ballroom.
Clothesline Project Workshop, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,

Women’s Center.
University Council, 3 to 5 p.m., 1045 Pamplin.
Women’s Month Event, 6:30 and 8:30 p.m., Squires

Colonial Hall.

Math Awareness Month event scheduled
Helaman and Claire Ferguson will present “Mathematics

in Stone and Bronze” on Thursday, April 17, at 7 p.m. in the
auditorium of Donaldson Brown Hotel and Conference Center.
This presentation is sponsored by the Department of Mathemat-
ics in celebration of Math Awareness Month at Virginia Tech.

Helaman Ferguson’s sculptures in stone and bronze
celebrate ancient and modern mathematical discoveries, melding
the universal languages of sculpture and mathematics. Using
slides and video, Helaman and Claire Ferguson trace Helaman’s
creations from initial conception through mathematical design
and computer graphics to their final form. The Fergusons will
discuss the innovative computer technology used to create tori
and double tori, trefoil knots, wild and tame spheres, Moebius
strips and Klein bottles.

Helaman and Claire Ferguson received the 2002 Joint
Policy Board for Mathematics (JPBM) Communications Award,
which was established in 1988 to reward and encourage jour-
nalists and other communicators who, on a sustained basis,
bring accurate mathematical information to non-mathematical
audiences. The JPBM provides a forum for joint projects of the
American Mathematical Society, the Society for Industrial and
Applied Mathematics (SIAM), and the Mathematical Associa-

Horticulture Garden Class, 7 to 9 p.m., Greenhouse
complex classroom: Alex Niemiera.

Tuesday, 25
Clothesline Project Workshop, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Women’s

Center.
Women’s Month Event, 7 p.m., Women’s Center confer-

ence room.

Wednesday, 26
Clothesline Project Workshop, Display, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,

Women’s Center.
YMCA Mornings, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m., Luther Memorial

Church.
YMCA Slide Show, noon, Cranwell Center.
Women’s Month Event, 12:15 p.m., Women’s Center

conference room.
Women’s Month Event, 4 p.m., Squires Williamsburg

Room.
“With Good Reason,” 7:30 p.m., WVTF.

Thursday, 27
Clothesline Project Workshop, Display, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,

Women’s Center.

VTU Event, 7:30 p.m., Burruss auditorium: “Miracle
Worker.”

Women’s Month Event, 7:30 p.m, Drillfield: “Take
Back the Night Rally, March.”

Choices and Challenges, 7:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m., DBHCC.

Friday, 21
MCBB,  12:20 to 1:10 p.m., Fralin auditorium: Bryce

Paschal, UVa.
MSE, 3:30 p.m., 100 Hancock: Wojtek Misiolek, Lehigh

University.

Monday, 24
Geological Sciences, noon, 4069 Derring: Richelle Allen-

King, Washington State.

Friday, 28
MCBB,  12:20 to 1:10 p.m., Fralin auditorium: Graham

Warren, Yale.
Geological Sciences, 3:30 p.m., 4069 Derring: Andrew

Knoll, Harvard.
MSE, 3:30 p.m., 100 Hancock: Steve Dai, Motorola.

tion of America.
Men and women from high-school age up, who have an

interest in math and science, are welcome to attend the
presentation, which is free of charge.

For more information, contact Susan Anderson at 1-8041
or anderson@math.vt.edu. Persons with a disability who desire
assistive devices, services, or other accommodations to participate
in this activity, should contact Anderson to discuss
accommodations at least one week before the event.

Smart Road Open House set
There will be a Smart Road Open House Wednesday, April

16 from 5 to 9 p.m. at 3500 Transportation Research Plaza in
Blacksburg.

There will be an evening tour of the Smart Road’s weather-
generation equipment, lighting and power controls, roadway
surveillance-camera system and more.

For more information, go to media@vtti.vt.edu or call 1-
1548. For directions, got to web site http://www.vtti.vt.edu.

Graduate Students hosting workshop
The Graduate Students of Virginia Tech’s Center for

Science and Technology Studies will host a workshop on Friday

and Saturday, March 28 and 29, titled “Technologies/
Moralities: The Ethical Grammar of Technological Systems.”
The workshop’s theme revolves around the intersections (or
dual tracks) of morality and technology, and what people can
do about them.

In addition to local participants, the workshop features
scholars in the field, including Andrew Feenberg (philosophy
of technology, UCSD), Brian Martin (sociology of science,
University of Wollongong), and Deborah Johnson (applied
ethics, University of Virginia), who will be participating in,
and commenting on, the discussion-intensive sessions.

The workshop will consist of three main sessions
beginning Friday evening in 219 Squires. The sessions Saturday
will be held in 341/345 Squires and will begin at 9 a.m. The
workshop will also feature an original play entitled, “Me and
My Google,” which will be performed Friday night at 7 p.m.
(see web site for location). The workshop will close Saturday
night with a plenary session, featuring talks by Feenberg,
Johnson, and Martin, from 5 to 7 p.m. in Squires Haymarket
Theater.

Admission to the workshop is free and open to everyone.
For more information and a more detailed schedule, visit web
site http://www.cis.vt.edu/sts/workshop2003/.

Tech’s Veterinary College to present annual Open House
By Jeffrey S. Douglas

Activities at this year’s Virginia-Maryland
Regional College of Veterinary Medicine’s
annual Open House will include a guided tour
of the Veterinary Teaching Hospital, working
dogs helping to protect the nation from agri-
terrorism, and an equine-acupuncture
demonstration.

The Open House is scheduled for
Saturday, April 5 from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m.

At 10 a.m., veterinary students will begin
conducting guided tours of the Veterinary

Teaching Hospital and other college facilities.
Tours last approximately 60 minutes and will
depart at 30-minute intervals throughout the
day.

Children are invited to bring their stuffed
animals to a “Teddy Bear Repair Clinic” and the
St. Francis of Assisi Service Dog Foundation
will present a special demonstration on how
dogs are trained to help the physically-
challenged.

A variety of presentations concerning the

academic program, contemporary clinical
approaches in veterinary medicine, and related
clubs and organizations will be featured.
Demonstrations and informational sessions on
radiology, endoscopy, ultrasound, necropsy,
equine thermography, and electron microscopy
will also be presented.

The open house will also feature
presentations on preparing a competitive
application for veterinary school at 10:30 a.m.
and 1 p.m. and members of the USDA’s Animal

and Plant Health Inspection Service “Beagle
Brigade” will show how working dogs are
helping maintain national biosecurity. A video
profile of the college will be presented
throughout the day.

The annual Omega Tau Sigma Service
Dog of the Year Award will be presented at 2
p.m.

For more information about the Open
House, e-mail Angela Brogan at
anbrogan@vt.edu or call 1-7666.

Forum on ‘Big Brother Technologies’ set Crime profiling expert to speak

(See FORUM  on 3)

By Sally Harris
“Big Brother Technologies,” a Choices

and Challenges Forum, will take place March
27 at the Donaldson Brown Hotel and
Conference Center. The event features experts
in subjects such as surveillance technologies,
legal traditions and genetic technology, data
collection, databases to the literary origins of
“Big Brother,” and dealing with terrorism.

“As Americans, we value our privacy and
cherish the freedom to live our lives without
intrusion or interference from others,” said
Doris Zallen, director of the Choices and
Challenges forums at Virginia Tech. “Yet
technology is providing a variety of new tools
that can alter our sense of privacy.”

The forum is free and open to the public.

(See CRIME  on 3)

By Sarah Newbill
The Department of Urban Affairs and

Planning is sponsoring a visit by Kim Rossmo,
director of research with the Police Foundation
in Washington, D.C., who will give a talk titled
“Geographic Profiling: Environments of Serial
Predators”  on Tuesday, March 25 from 2 until
3 p.m. in 150-154 Squires.

An on-line CNN report explains

“geographic profiling, developed by detective
Rossmo, tries to zero in on the suspect by
using computers to track the mass of data
flooding investigators’ desks—location, dates
and times of crimes. The program then matches
the information with what criminologists know
about human nature.” Rossmo’s computerized
tracking system takes the geographical data
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EMPLOYMENT

CLASSIFIED POSITIONS

CRIME
Continued from 2

FORUM
Continued from 2

FACULTY POSITIONS

CAMPUS UPDATE

The following classified positions are
currently available. Position details, specific
application procedures/position-closing dates
may be found on Personnel Services web
site http://www.ps.vt.edu. Positions are also
listed on the Job Line, a 24-hour recorded
message service. For information on all job
listings, call 1-5300. Some positions include
state benefits. Positions with numbers begin-
ning with “W” are hourly and do not include
state benefits. Individuals with disabilities
desiring assistance or accommodation in the
application process should call by the appli-
cation deadline. Closing date for advertised
positions is 1 p.m. Monday. An EO/AA em-
ployer committed to diversity.

FULL TIME
One full-time food-service position avail-
able .
Accountant , 004522F, PB 4, Controller’s
Office.
Activity Director , 007490J, PB 3, ADS.
Administrative/Financial Services Asso-
ciate , 007981Y, PB 4, IRED.
Associate Director of Culinary Services ,
002947H, PB 5, RDP.
Boiler Operator , 000328F, PB 3, Power
Plant.
Communications Manager , 007549J, PB
4, VTTI.

Development Associate , 008069S, PB 3,
University Development.
Electrician , 001691F, PB 3, Physical Plant.
Electrician Supervisor , 002038F, PB 4,
FES.
Event Coodinator for Student
Organzations , 006525J, PB 3, UUSA.
Fiscal Technician , 008071M, PB 3, APS.
Housekeeping Lead Worker , 000902J,
PB 1, UUSA.
Housekeeping Leader Senior , 000552H,
PB 1, RDP.
Housekeeping Worker , 007262J, PB 1,
Recreational Sports.
Marketing Associate , 008072S, PB 4, Uni-
versity Development.
Medical Technologist , 006771M, PB 4,
VTH.
Medical Technologist , 002666M, PB 4,
VTH.
Powerline Assistant , 006523F, PB 3, FES.
Program Support Technician Senior ,
000951B, PB 3, Foreign Languages.
Service Leader , 000560H, PB 1, RDP.
Sous Chef , 002946H, PB 3, RDP.
Unit Manager , 007961H, PB 5, RDP.

PART TIME
Administrative Assistant , W023527K, PB
2, VBI.
Gel Electrophoresis Lab Technician ,
W023528K, PB 3, VBI.
ICU Veterinary Technologist Large Ani-
mal , W022218M, PB 2, VTH.

Laboratory Specialist , W023529M, PB 3,
Dairy Science.
Program Support Technician , 008070J,
PB 3, Innovations.
Program Support Technician , 007336J,
PB 3, FBC.
Radiologic Technologist , W022238M, PB
3, Schiffert Center.
Small Animal Veterinary Technician ,
W020101M, PB 4, VTH.
Starter Marshall/Shop Attendant ,
W022113J, PB 1, Golf Clubhouse.

Off Campus
Nursing Shift Supervisor , 002996M, PB
2, EMC.

INSTRUCTIONAL
Human Nutrition, Foods and Exercise
Department. Assistant or Associate Pro-
fessor, Cardiovascular Exercise Physi-
ology. Http:www.chre.vt.edu/HNFE/
main.html.

NON-INSTRUCTIONAL
Conservation Management Institute
(CMI) College of Natural Resources. GIS
Habitat Biologist—Project Associate.
Contact: Scott Klopfer, 203 W. Roanoke
Street (0534).
Office of Scholarships and Financial Aid
(OSFA). Associate Director for Systems.
Contact: Lisa Shires, (0222).

Registration begins at 7:30 a.m., continues
with background sessions in the morning and
the main session at 11 a.m., an audience
question-and-answer session at 1:30 p.m.,
follow-up sessions beginning at 2:15, and
coffee and conversation at 3:45 p.m.

The forum came about because of the
possibilities for the invasion of people’s
privacy. “Surveillance devices can follow our
movements and eavesdrop on our
conversations,” said Mary Ellen Jones, project
coordinator.

Just how much privacy, the forum asks,
are we willing to give up? “When is this
invasion of our privacy acceptable—and when
does it pose a threat?” said Eileen Crist, project
co-director. “How can we resolve the tension
between personal privacy and public security
in the post-9-11 world?”

In the main session, a moderator and
panel members will engage in a wide-ranging
discussion about Big Brother technologies,
including new modes of personal

identification, powerful tools for surveillance,
and highly efficient procedures for data collection
and sharing. The panel’s moderator is E. Haavi
Morreim, author of many works on the ethical
and legal implications of medicine’s economics
and a consultant in medical ethics and patient-
advocacy issues.

The panel consists of Andrew L. Feenberg,
author of works on human values in the design of
computer networks and on democratizing
technology; Paul B. Ferrara, a forensics expert in
the use of DNA technology; Frank J. Gaffney Jr.,
an internationally recognized expert on foreign
and defense-policy matters; Helen Nissenbaum,
author of works on the ethical dimensions of
information and communications technology and
policy, including privacy and security issues;
and Marc Rotenberg, a leading expert in

cyberspace law and policy.
Associated with the forum, a March 24

play called Me and my Google will look at
identity and privacy in the digital age. The play
will be presented Monday, March 24, at 5 p.m.
in 204 Performing Arts Building.

The Big Brothers Technology forum is
presented by the Virginia Tech Center for
Interdisciplinary Studies, the Virginia
Foundation for the Humanities and Public
Policy, and the Graduate School at Virginia
Tech.

For more information, go to web site http:/
/www.cddc.vt.edu/choices/, call 1-6476 or send
e-mail to choices@vt.edu.

Pre-registration is encouraged. Register
on line at http://www.cddc.vt.edu/choices/2003/
register.htm, or call 1-5182.

and uses it to profile an area where the offender
most likely lives, within a half a mile. Most
recently, Rossmo employed his profiling
techniques in the investigation of the D.C. area
sniper case.

Rossmo is an expert in policing offender
profiling and environmental criminology. He is
the author of Geographic Profiling and a number
of other articles, books, and reports, primarily
in the area of criminal geography profiling. A
21-year veteran of the Vancouver Police
Department, Rossmo holds a Ph.D. in
criminology from British Columbia’s Simon
Fraser University, where he also earned a
master’s degree in criminology.

For more information, contact Diane Zahm
at 1-7503, or e-mail dzahm@vt.edu.

HFEC driving simulator will enhance UVA biomedical research
By Liz Crumbley

A driving simulator developed in the
Virginia Tech Human Factors Engineering
Center is so realistic that you can hear squeal-
ing tires and the impact of a crash and even feel
vibrations as you cruise the streets of
Charlottesville and I-64.

But this isn’t a computer game—the simu-
lator is now being used by the University of
Virginia (UVA) Behavioral Medicine Re-
search Center to conduct clinical trials of the
effects of certain medications and illnesses on
driving performance.

“The simulator is designed to create the
illusion of driving in a variety of settings,
including urban, rural, and interstate high-
ways,” said John Casali, the Grado professor
of industrial and systems engineering (ISE) at
Virginia Tech and the principal investigator
on the project.

Peripheral vision cues give the simulator
driver the illusion of speed. The driver can

hear the engine and feel vibrations, such as the
rumble strip along the shoulder of the road. If
there’s a collision, the simulator makes the sounds
of a crash and the action stops.

Funded by the Carilion Biomedical Insti-
tute under the direction of Sam English, manager
of research projects, the project is a collaboration
among researchers and students at three univer-
sities.

Professor Ron Mourant and students at
Northeastern University in Boston, Massachu-
setts, shot video of streets in Charlottesville and
of I-64 outside the city and then developed soft-
ware that displays simulated scenes of the road-
ways. The scenario begins at the Charlottesville
Division of Motor Vehicles office and runs
through suburban areas and onto the interstate
highway.

The Virginia Tech research team—Casali,
ISE research associate professor Gary Robinson
and two graduate students—took the software
and developed the simulator, complete with a

fully operational driving console, a virtual-real-
ity head-mounted display and an alternative 40-
inch plasma-screen display. A unique feature
developed by the ISE researchers is a measure-
ment package including software that can cal-
culate several indicants of driver-vehicle per-
formance.

Casali said the project cost about $113,000
for research, development, fabrication, and con-
duct of two experiments. However, now that a
prototype has been developed and refined, the
simulator can be reproduced for about $50,000.

The ISE group designed and developed the
simulator with the primary goal of delivering it
to Daniel Cox, professor of psychiatric medi-
cine and internal medicine at UVA, for use as a
research tool. For several years, medical re-
searchers at UVA have been using an older and
less-sophisticated simulator to study the ways
drivers are affected by medications and by con-
ditions such as diabetes, aging and attention-

deficit disorder.
In February, the new simulator was moved

to Charlottesville to enhance the continuing
medical studies. Ultimately, Casali said, it will
be shared by UVA and Tech in a cooperative
arrangement.

“There’s a potential for the simulator to be
modified for use by the DMV in conducing
tests of certain categories of drivers, such as
novice drivers or those needing on-the-road
proficiency testing in high-traffic areas,” Casali
said. “It’s useful as a driver training tool be-
cause it’s safe and errors in driving behaviors
can be ‘played back’ so that the driver can
witness and understand his own mistakes.”

The simulator also could potentially be
used as a training device for those who require
some rehabilitation following injury, Casali
said. In that case, the simulator can be modified
to accommodate certain disabilities for less
expense than testing controls in an actual car.
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Hall. Free babysitting will be provided. Details
are available at 1-4558.

On Tuesday, March 25, a talk on “Prepar-
ing the Future Professional—Academic Track”
will be held in the Donaldson Brown Hotel and
Conference Center (DBHCC) from 9 a.m. until
noon. Preparing the Future Professional Busi-
ness/ Professional Track will take place at the
DBHCC from 1 until 4 p.m. For more informa-
tion, contact mmaphis@vt.edu or call 1-2494.

On Wednesday, March 26, the 19th An-
nual Research Symposium will be held in
Owens Banquet Hall from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Poster presentations and discussions by gradu-
ate and undergraduate researchers will be evalu-
ated by faculty members representing all of the
colleges. Included are the categories of agricul-
tural and animal science, natural and biological
sciences, physical sciences and engineering,
social sciences and humanities, undergraduate

consider key questions that arose from a recent
study of the Virginia Tech Core Curriculum,
including:

What is really core about Virginia Tech’s
current “core?” Does the university want a
“core” or should we settle for a broad
distribution requirement?

Should the curriculum cover more of the
students’ four years rather than primarily the
first year or two?

How might the university position
disciplinary and general-education curricula
to better integrate and connect?

How can the pedagogy and design of the
core better reflect contemporary knowledge of
student learning and development?

To what extent should the entire university
be expected to participate?

Does and/or should Virginia Tech’s
approach to general education reflect a particular
brand or special quality?

How might the university better connect
accrediting, other external requirements, and
assessment demands with the general education
program?

Following initial presentations from each
of the principal speakers, forum participants
will meet in small groups to discuss the issues
raised, followed by an exchange of dialogue
between participants and the three principal
presenters.

Daniel said, “This event is not envisioned
as a one-time occurrence, but the lead event in
a series of consultative conversations. It is
expected that at least one more town-hall style
meeting will occur in mid-April. The results of
these and other smaller group discussions will
contribute to a vision for the university that its
general education governance body—the
University Core Curriculum Committee—will
need to focus their efforts. It is also anticipated
that such discussions will lead to a more clear
vision of the type(s) of leadership and
governance, such as a possible consortium,
needed to implement possible change.”

SCIENCE
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the U.N. Global Technology Group and
principal advisor for strategic policy and
management for UNDP.

He also has extensive academic,
administrative, and licensing experience in
institutions such as Oslo, Haifa and Sao Paulo
Universities; the Israeli Air Force; and Korea’s
KAIST/KIST. He is a path-setter in project and
program design; impact analyses, nurturing,
and design of industrial systems; patent fencing;
and regional science. For the past two years, he
has been involved in international defense and
counterterrorism as a consultant in the U.S.,
India, and Japan. Additionally, he serves on the
boards of several innovative technology and
industry corporations and advises investment
banks in several countries.

A fellow in the American Association for
the Advancement of Science, he is a member of
the advisory board for VITAL (Virginia Israel
Tech Alliance), a business-development
initiative of the Virginia Tech Corporate
Research Center, Virginia Israel Advisory
board, and other investor/business
organizations, which helps Israeli companies
with new technology expand into the U.S.
market. He also chaired the committee that

DEDICATION
Continued from 1

memories and photographs of their campus life,
receptions, a black alumni interest meeting, videos
on the first black women students, a Golden
Anniversary Banquet, and a networking breakfast
to introduce current black students to successful
African-American alumni. The full schedule of
events is available on line at http://filebox.vt.edu/
alumni/reunion/BAW/.

Approximately 250 people have already
registered for the reunion.

Eyre honored
by state VMA

By Jeffrey Douglas
Peter Eyre, dean of the Virginia-Maryland

Regional College of Veterinary Medicine, was
named the Paul F. Landis Virginia Veterinarian
of the Year by the Virginia Veterinary Medical
Association during the organization’s annual
meeting.

The honor recognizes veterinarians for
their activities as a veterinarian, exceptional
contributions to organizational activities at the
national, state and local levels and community
involvement.

Eyre was named dean of the Virginia-
Maryland Regional College of Veterinary
Medicine in 1985. As dean, he is responsible
for the administration of a two-state, three-
campus professional school that is jointly
operated by the land-grant universities of
Virginia Tech and the University of Maryland
at College Park.

Eyre has led a series of initiatives that
have consolidated the operating partnership
between Virginia and Maryland and fortified
its political and economic foundations.

He is currently president-elect of the
Association of American Veterinary Colleges,
and will assume the presidency in July, 2003.
He has served on the board of directors of the
Association of American Veterinary Medical
Colleges, on the American Veterinary Medical
Association’s Council on Government
Relations, and has provided leadership for many
other professional associations.

He has been honored for outstanding
leadership by the Virginia Veterinary Medical
Association, the Maryland Veterinary Medical
Association, and the Blue Ridge Chapter of the
Public Relations Society of America.

Eyre is a recipient of the Norden Award
for Distinguished Teaching and the Sigma Psi
Award for Excellence in Research.

Before assuming the deanship of the
VMRCVM, Eyre served as chairman of the
Department of Biomedical Sciences at the
University of Guelph’s Ontario Veterinary
College in Ontario Canada, where he also served
as associate director of the Canadian Centre for
Toxicology.

As a biomedical researcher, Eyre has been
responsible for the acquisition and completion
of over $1.2 million in sponsored grants and
contracts, and has authored 350 scientific
publications, including more than 200 in
refereed journals.

BOV approves name of new
building-construction addition

Antonio Garcia, 46
By Jeffrey Douglas

Antonio Garcia, 46, an associate professor
in the Department of Large Animal Clinical
Sciences, died March 14.

Garcia, a specialist in animal reproduction,
joined the faculty of the Virginia-Maryland
Regional College of Veterinary Medicine in
July, 2001 In the college, he had teaching
responsibilities in both the DVM professional
and graduate-education programs. He also
served on the college’s Production Management
Medicine team.

Garcia earned his DVM from the
University of Mexico and his Ph.D. from the
University of Utrecht in The Netherlands. He
conducted a post-DVM internship at the
University of Florida and a residency at the
University of Saskatchewan, where he earned
his M.S. degree. Before joining the college he
served as Embryo Transfer Research Manager
at the PIC Group in Franklin, Kentucky.

A memorial service was held for Garcia
on March 15.

went to Israel to select companies to come to the
U.S. last fall for a business development summit.

Ben-Dak’s visit to Virginia Tech is
sponsored by the Office of the Provost and co-
sponsored by the Pamplin College of Business,
the Science and Technology Studies Program,
and the Corporate Research Center.

For more information, call Gail Williams at
1-6123.

and virtual reality.
Also on Wednesday, the Graduate Educa-

tion Week Keynote Speech and reception will
be held from 6 until 8 p.m. (see above). Free
Graduate Education Week T-shirts will be dis-
tributed among the audience.

On Thursday, March 27, “Food for
Thought,” a lunchtime roundtable on academic
integrity, will be held at Squires Student Center
from noon until 1:15 p.m. Free Graduate Edu-
cation Week T-shirts will be distributed among
the audience.

From 4 until 8 p.m., the Graduate Educa-
tion Week Cook-Out will be held at the Ag
Quad behind Sandy Hall. Graduate students
and their families are invited to an outdoor
cookout dinner that will include music and
games for socializing.

For more information on these events, call
Jocelyn Navarro at 1-9549 or Pat Goodrich at 1-
4558. Check the Graduate School Web site for
GEW Week.

By Sarah Newbill
Bishop-Favrao Hall will be the official name

of the newest addition to the College of
Architecture and Urban Studies, approved by the
Virginia Tech Board of Visitors at its recent
meeting. Bishop-Favrao Hall will be the future
home of the building-construction department,
named after Richard Bishop, 1967 graduate of
the building-construction program and key
alumni donor for the building, and William
Favrao, founder of the university’s construction
program in the mid-1940s.

A recently retired founder/partner of
Columbia Builders, Bishop’s financial
contributions have had a major impact on the
university and the department through
scholarships and other major gifts. He currently
serves on the Building Construction Advisory
Board and the College of Architecture and Urban
Studies Advisory Council. He was also a member
of the college’s Campaign Committee during the
Campaign for Virginia Tech, as well as being a
member of the overall campaign’s steering
committee and chair of the Baltimore regional
campaign.

Bishop credited Favrao as the person who
made the most difference in his life. “I respected
him. He was tough, but I admired him and he
inspired me to get through school.” Favrao
founded the building-construction program in
1947 and served as chair until his death in 1977.
He was a member of American Institute of
Contractors, the National Association of Home
Builders, the Home Builders Association of
Virginia, and Sigma Lambda Chi. Favrao was
also a founding member and organizer of the
Associated Schools of Construction. In 1972, he
was the recipient of the William E. Wine Award,

the university’s top honor for teaching, and in
1974, was inducted into the Academy of
Teaching Excellence.

Bishop’s lead gift for the building will be
added to a $2.5-million state bond package,
which was approved by Virginia voters on the
ballot last November. The remaining $1.5
million in funding will be secured through
alumni and friends of the department for this
$7.5 million total project.

The proposed building will house the
Department of Building Construction’s
administrative and faculty offices, and provide
classroom space, seminar rooms, and studios,
as student enrollment has doubled over the past
five years. The new facility will also provide
state-of-the-art laboratory spaces, include
testing labs, wet labs, material handling, tool
and welding labs, and workshops for assembly
of construction systems. The department has
been a part of the College of Architecture and
Urban Studies since 1964 and is currently
located in Burruss Hall.


